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INTRODUCTION
I AM THE IMAGE MAKER

Is God’s image on the Auction block? What will a man give in
exchange for his soul? If not His image than who’s? God
created man in His image; unfortunately, for the price of an
apple, Adam and Eve discarded their true reflection. Your soul
is eternal, and the image of Christ is essential.
The world is going to pass away and the lust
thereof. Then the question, “what will a man give in exchange for
his soul?” What would you take for your soul? Some of you have
been wandering in the wilderness in your Christian experience,
maintaining a barren soul—His image, just a dimming light.
God is calling you to spark up the flame, pass over Jordan, and
enter the promised land.
Once upon a Midlife crisis, I found myself staring in my
mirror, chanting, “You have potential, believe, receive and
conquer the day. I will never fail only sale-sale-sale because I
love myself and deserve all.” Chasing my shadow, seeking my
image, looking into mirrors only to find the wrong reflection of
my soul.

When I was a Sales Rep, I bought into the self-esteem
movement. I was visualizing my future posting pictures of cars,
houses, and buckets full of money all around my home. All I
needed to achieve; was to believed it to be true. Think it, feel it,
and receive it.
To my surprise, this career was short-lived. I never attain
anything in all the books I bought and the seminars I paid to
attend. Selling a weight loss product for a year, and I never lost
a pound. I could not even push self-esteem motivational tapes
even after all the prep in front of the mirror.
Even as a kid, I bought into POPEYE THE SAILOR MAN,
otherwise known as the Great Spinach Conspiracy.
“I’m Popeye the Sailor Man. I am strong to the finich, cause
I eats me spinach. I’m Popeye the Sailor Man.” I would flex in
front of the mirror after each portion of that green stuﬀ. Never
looking like the bodybuilder promised, I lost all faith in this guy
The most painful deception was when I realized walking on
fire only burnt my feet—seeking my potential in the reflection
of my mirror only for it to laugh out loud at me. Self-image,
self-esteem with all their trappings only held up my real
purpose in life. Even then, God’s still small voice was saying, “It
is My Image Stupid!”
God's Word tells us to esteem others more highly than
ourselves. To humble ourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He
will lift us. Also, who, by giving any thought, could add one hair
to their head. Jesus put it this way, " And which of you with taking
thought can add to his stature one cubit?” (Luke 12:25).
Still, destined to be like Him, even though we lost our image
of God in the garden. He is the only "pattern" we must follow.
And because he lives his life in us, we too can "walk even as He
walked,” "do as He did,” "love as He loved,” "forgive as He

forgave,” and "have this mind which was also in Christ Jesus."
Because He became like us, we can identify with Him, and we
can become like Him.
Satan’s greatest weapon is man’s ignorance of God’s Word!
Additionally, half of the truth is the worst part of the lie. With
every temptation, there is a lie involved. (1) The Prove It Lie, (2)
The “For It Is Written” Lie, and (3) The Short Cut Lie. The devil
deceived Eve in the garden with these lies while Jesus was victorious in the wilderness.
The devil would have us conform to the ways of this world
through peer pressure. The Christian life is so diﬀerent from
the world’s way of thinking. The world wants their self-esteem
to feel good, while God tells us to esteem others more highly
than ourselves. Non-believers need their image to shine above
all others, but God wants Jesus’s Image to prevail. The world
says to go for it, no matter the cost. God’s Word tells us to count
the cost.
God’s image is worth the battle. Winning victories as we put
oﬀ the old man and put on the new. We experience transformation when we learn how to use the Word of God to overcome
the world.
When we become Christians, God does not remodel us or
add to who we are – He transforms us. A Believer does not have
two diﬀerent natures. He has one new character – the single
life in Christ. The old self dies, and the new person becomes
alive; they do not coexist.
God’s Word urges us to “Put on the new man,” a new
behavior that is proper to our original nature. But to do so, we
must end the patterns and practices of our old life. Furthermore, He has given us the rules, the principles, the strategies,
the armor, and the promises for fulfilling His purpose. If we

will renew our minds and study the Word, then we will be able
to sort out and discern the will of God. When we make the right
decisions combined with some skills, we will succeed and come
out on top.

NOTE TO THE READER

You might be thinking, “What is all this about redemption,
trials, suﬀering, and the armor of God?” “I just want to know
about the image of God!” Well, if we do not know the truth
concerning scripture, then we will fall to any wind of doctrine.
Everything done influences our image. When we are
obedient to God’s Word, the reflection of His image is as a
beacon shining bright as the morning star. However, when we
are not living according to our new life, then with every sin, His
image grows dimmer and dimmer until our flame burns out.
If the truth can set us free, then it is paramount to understand, believe, receive, and apply it to our new life in Christ.
Additionally, we can always turn on the light but not always
turn oﬀ the darkness.
“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of
the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to
glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.” — 2 Corinthians 3:18
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WHAT IS WRONG WITH A LITTLE
WHITE LIE?

“But above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by
earth or with any other oath. But let your “Yes” be “Yes,”
and your “No,” “No,” lest you fall into judgment.”
(James 5:12)

When I was young, we played many games. Caught in a lie or
cheating, we would yell out, “Liar-Liar, Pants on Fire, Nose as
Long as a Telephone wire!” The Castaways recorded Liar-Liar –
in 1965. When I think about the global depravity, this song
should be the New World Order Anthem.
People today never lie; they miss-remembered or missspoked. Never an apology or a correction to the record. With
the damage done, lives ruined, the news cycle marches on.
During the fall of Adam and Eve in the garden, we find halftruths being told and lies masquerading as truth. The first
1
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blame-shifting strategy appears, seeking safe places to hide
from God. Attempts to cover sin and complete denial of God’s
truth. However, throughout Scripture, we see an overarching
theme: God’s desire to rescue humanity from their sins.
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LIAR-LIAR
PANTS ON FIRE

Satan’s greatest weapon is man’s ignorance of God’s Word!
Additionally, half of the truth is the worst part of the lie. With
every temptation, there is a lie involved. (1) The Prove It Lie, (2)
The “For It Is Written” Lie, and (3) The Short Cut Lie. The devil
deceived Eve in the garden with these lies while Jesus was victorious in the wilderness.
The problem with half-truths is that when we believe them,
we receive the consequences of that decision. Half-truths are
enticing, pleasant, and more natural path to take. Satan told
Eve half of God’s truth, deceiving her into partaking of the fruit
of the tree. That decision resulted in the fall of man and the
curses pronounced upon Satan, Adam, and Eve. Everyone
today is experiencing the ramifications of their choice; each day
we live on earth.
Satan later tried this deception on Jesus in the wilderness,
but Jesus wisely used the WORD to overcome the temptations.
Jesus replies to every lie by speaking the Word of Truth; “For it is
written . . . Worship the Lord thy God” (Matthew 4:10).
3
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The greatest and most deceptive half-truth conceived by
man is that “ALL ROADS LEAD TO GOD.” This eternally
destructive lie states that since God is love, and you are a good
person, God will never send you to hell. The whole and
complete truth are that all roads do lead to God but for distinct
reasons and diﬀerent ends: believers for their rewards and nonbelievers for judgment.
I think Alice-in-Wonderland said, “If you don’t know where
you are going, any road will get you there.” I am sure she was
referring to the rabbit hole roads in her fairy tale. Maybe this is
what people are miss quoting when they say, “All roads lead to
Heaven.” It is vital to understand what happens with this kind
of Half-Truth-Thinking.
Indeed, God does not send anyone to hell. We alone choose
between heaven or hell according to our belief in or rejection of
Jesus Christ. Those who accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior
will receive eternal life. Those who deny Christ will, by that
decision alone, will separate themselves from God for all eternity. Free choice can either be a gift or a curse.
When tempted, there is a lie involved, and we must use the
Word of God to overcome Satan. THE PROVE IT LIE, THE
“FOR IT IS WRITTEN” LIE, and THE SHORT CUT LIE. Eve
had the misfortune of being deceived by these lies. On the
other hand, they were unsuccessful with Jesus in the
wilderness.
These lies are temptations familiar to us all. We will face
them for the rest of our lives. There is no escape other than
through Jesus. Spiritual maturity only causes Satan to increase
pressure. The devil attacks us in all areas of our life, trying to
deceive us and draw us away from our walk with God. The
Word of God helps us to overcome the things of this world.
4

THE PROGRESSION OF LIES

THREE LIES: (1) The Prove It Lie, (2) The “For It Is Written” Lie,
and (3) The Short Cut Lie.
THREE SINS: (1) "the lust of the flesh, (2) the lust of the eyes
and (3) the pride of life,"
THREE AREAS OF ATTACK: (1) God's wisdom, (2) God's
Word, and (3) God's character.
THREEFOLD PROGRESSION OF EVE'S SIN: (1) She Saw,
(2) She Coveted, and (3) She Took
For all that is in the world-the lust of the flesh (good for
food), the lust of the eyes (pleasant to the eyes), and the pride of
life (desire to make one wise) is not of the Father but of the
world (1 John 2:16).
There are three sins: "the lust of the flesh, the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life." Also, depicted in Jesus' temptation in
the wilderness.
In speaking to Eve, Satan attacked God in three areas. These
include God's wisdom, God's Word, and God's character.
1. God's Wisdom Challenged
5
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First, he attacked the wisdom of God. He compared all the
trees and showed her there is only one tree forbidden—
planting doubt in her mind. In eﬀect, he was saying, why did
God do such a foolish thing as plant a tree and then not let you
eat of it?
2. God's Word Doubted
Next, Satan denied the truthfulness of God's Word. He told
Eve that God was misrepresenting what would happen to her if
she ate of the tree. The serpent claimed the Lord was not
truthful in His representation of the results of gaining this new
knowledge.
3. God's Character Attacked
Finally, he attacked the character of God. Satan accused
God of wishing to keep humankind ignorant by commanding
them not to eat of the forbidden tree and charging God of being
selfish by not wanting them to have the same knowledge
as Him.
What Happened?
The Bible records that the serpent only spoke twice to Eve,
but this was enough to oﬀset the trust she had in her Creator.
Scripture says that Adam and Eve gave in to the temptation of
the serpent.
So, when the woman saw that the tree was good for food,
that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one
wise, she took the fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband
with her, and he ate. (Genesis 3:6)
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SHE SAW, SHE COVETED, AND TOOK

There was a threefold progression of Eve's sin (she saw, she
coveted, she took). This same downhill course is used elsewhere in Scripture of other's sin. In the Book of Joshua, we have
the same sinful progression of Achan. After the destruction of
Jericho, he saw, coveted, and took some of the booty from the
destroyed city. A clear violation of God’s commandment and
resulted in the death of Achan and his family.
And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “Of every
tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you
shall surely die.”
The Book of James says of temptation: “But each one is
tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed.
Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it
is full-grown brings forth death” (James 1:14-15).
We see the same threefold progression in the New Testament. For all that is in the world-the lust of the flesh (good for
food), the lust of the eyes (pleasant to the eyes), and the pride of
7
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life (desire to make one wise) is not of the Father but of the
world (1 John 2:16).
THE DEVIL TEMPTS US IN THESE THREE AREAS:
According to Genesis three, Satan challenged the wisdom,
Word, and character of God. Adam and Eve succumbed to the
temptation of the serpent. Eve saw, coveted, and then took of
the forbidden fruit. This same progression is found elsewhere
in Scripture. We also find a similarity of tactics in the various
temptations of Christ by the devil. Since the methods of the
devil never change, we should be aware of the multiple means
by which he works.
• Tempted to let our flesh dominate and rule over the Spirit.
Sadly, we allow our flesh to get its way when we know in our
spirit and soul, and our actions would be displeasing to God.
• We try to test God by misusing His Word and by looking
for loopholes to do what we want to do.
• And finally, tempted to take shortcuts, to find ways of
getting satisfaction and fulfillment without going the direction
of the Cross and picking it up daily to follow Jesus. We need to
resist Satan’s lies with God’s truth.
Understand, these lies are to tempt us to deny our Christ.
But know that what comes out of the mouth of God is the
number one priority in life. Speaking His TRUTH will protect
our lives and bring glory to Him. Life should be about uninterrupted fellowship with God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. Falling for lies, consumed by the things of
this world, will not fulfill God's purpose for our lives.
John describes three specific categories of sin to be avoided
in the world. This sin is what John is referring to the world. The
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first sin is the lust of the flesh, the second is the lust of the eyes,
and the third is the pride of life.
FIRST, tempted by their physical needs and ate the fruit,
choosing it above their relationship with God. Thus, giving in
to the lust of the flesh.
SECOND, tempted by desiring that which would harm
them because it looked pleasurable. The lust of the eye.
THIRD, tempted to be their god. When the serpent said
they would be like God if they ate the fruit, this was the pride of
life.

9

THE DAY DEATH WAS BORN

“But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat,
for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:17)
When tempted, there is a lie involved, and we must use the
Word of God to overcome Satan. Eve had the misfortune of
being deceived by these lies. On the other hand, they were
unsuccessful with Jesus in the wilderness.
GOD’S instruction to Adam and Eve was that they could eat
any fruit in the Garden of Eden except one. He said: “But of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat, for in the
day that you eat of it you shall surely die” (Genesis 2:17).
We so often try to assemble something without the owner’s
manual. Likewise, we try to win a spiritual battle without the
armor of God protecting us. Sadly, prayer becomes the final cry
for God’s help after first trying all carnal options and worsening
the problem through our misguided self-determination!
God created everything in the Garden for Adam and Eve to
eternally enjoy. However, He gave them one commandment to
11
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obey, and they failed by listening to the lies of the serpent. Paraphrased, "don't eat it, or you will die." The Word precisely says
what God said!
Eve’s main problem was that she had a conversation with
Satan in the first place! Scripture states: “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to
God, and he will draw nigh to you” (James 4:7-8a).
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LET’S SEE HOW THIS PLAYED OUT IN THE
GARDEN

SATAN: And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You
shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?” (Genesis 3:1).
First half-truth/lie: God only said not to eat of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil. All other trees planted were for
their enjoyment and nourishment.
EVE: And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the
fruit of the trees of the garden; “but of the fruit of the tree
which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not
eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die’” (Genesis 3:2-3).
First, misquote in the Bible: “neither shall ye touch it”: Eve
added this for some unknown reason because God never said it.
Satan drew Eve into a discussion with him and planted the seed
of doubt about God’s Word. Satan revealed Eve’s incomplete
understanding of God’s Word. He wanted Eve to forget all about
what God said about the consequences of sin.
SATAN: Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not
surely die. “For God knows that in the day you eat of it, your
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good
13

Let’s See How This Played Out in the Garden

and evil” (Genesis 3:4-5). Satan’s direct challenge to God’s Word.
You will not surely die.
LIE: You will not surely die. Their bodies might not die now,
but they directly died spiritually and removed from the presence of God. Eventually, they would die physically for God later
said in pronouncing their curse, “In the sweat of your face you
shall eat bread, till you return to the ground; for out of it you were
taken: for dust you are, and to dust shall return” (Genesis 3:19).
HALF-TRUTH: The day you eat of the fruit, your eyes shall
open, not to see as God sees but seeing good and evil. Once
opened, they straightaway knew that they had sinned, noticed
they were naked and tried to cover their sin with fig leaves. Talk
about eyes wide-opened and rude awakenings!
TOTAL LIE: “You will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
Satan himself fell, wanting to be equal with God. The enemy
was trying to deceive Eve into believing she could become a god
herself by rebelling against God. “Satan is a deceiver, liar, and is
roaming the earth seeking whom he might devour” (1 Peter 5:8).
Because of the work Jesus did on the Cross Satan lost. Jesus’
death and resurrection guaranteed this to be truthful.
The Truth Will Set You Free! Satan gave up; leaving Jesus in
the wilderness because the Truth of God overcomes the world
and its lies, "You are of God, little children, and have overcome them
because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world" (1
John 4:4).
THE TRUTH EQUATION: A changed life will always be the
result of a renewed mind; a renewed spirit always results in a transformed life.
Proverbs 6:16-19-NKJV
These six things the LORD hates,
Yes, seven are an abomination to Him:
A proud look,
14
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A lying tongue,
Hands that shed innocent blood,
A heart that devises wicked plans,
Feet that are swift in the running to evil,
A false witness who speaks lies,
And one who sows discord among brethren.

15

A PROMISE
“I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE”

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life,
which is in the midst of the paradise of God” (Revelation 2:7).
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A PRAYER

God, this world’s problems are so complicated that I cannot
make my way without your guidance. Quicken my mind and
deepen my understanding. Help me hear your voice and heed
your advice. Keep me walking along the path behind you. Let
me know your truth and set me free in thee. In Jesus’ name Amen.

19
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GOD WILL REDEEM OUR IMAGE

"And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the
image of the heavenly.” (1 Corinthians 15:49)

20

“IN THE BEGINNING GOD”

The subject of the Bible is God, and the purpose of the Scriptures is to bring us to the saving knowledge of God and His love
for us through Jesus (The Word). "In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God" (John 1:1).
Genesis is the book of beginnings: the beginning of
creation, the beginning of man, the beginning of sin, the beginning of death, and the beginning of God's plan for the redemption of mankind. Man has fallen from grace, he has a broken
image, separated from God, and we all are reaping the consequences of sin.
A sinful life has ramifications on the individual, their circle
of family, and friends. Justly, we do reap what we sow. Sin has
consequences that aﬀect us momentarily, seasonally, generationally, and in some cases, eternally.
We need God’s Word (Jesus) to provide us with a dependable body of knowledge concerning God and His eternal plan.
He is the creator of all things, the object of creation, and the
sustainer of all things that are. "God created the heaven and the
21
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earth." The Hebrew word for God in verse 1 is "Elohim," which is
plural. Indicating the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit acted
together to create the world.
In Genesis chapter one, God began with creating the earth
and adapting it for man. When God had the earth ready, He
"formed man of the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life; and man became a living soul" (Genesis 2:7).
When God created man and placed him upon the earth, He
created him with his spirit uppermost. The man was spirit, soul,
and body, reflecting the image of God.
God is God, and we are not. The Bible never seeks to prove
the existence of God. The Word tells us to work out our salvation with fear and trembling. (Philippians 2:12) Scripture
assumes that only the fool would say that there is no God, and
it is folly to argue with a jerk.
God is although out in His creation. The apostle Paul puts it
this way, “For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes
are seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His
eternal power and Godhead so that they are without excuse.”
(Romans1:20)
It was by His Word that the universe came into existence,
"For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm"
(Psalm 33:9), and "we understand that the universe was created by
the Word of God” (Hebrews 11:3).
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THREE OBSERVATIONS OF THE
CREATION BY THE TRINITY

1. God did not labor at creation - He spoke it into
creation. God SAID, Let there be light: and there was
light. (Genesis1:3)
2. Besides the Holy Spirit moving upon the face of the
waters (Genesis 1:2), you have God speaking to Jesus.
If the Holy Spirit were cruising the waters, who else
might God be communing? He does not create man
until verse 27.
3. The Word is God - The Word is Jesus: Therefore,
Jesus is the Word of God; He was the one who
participated in the creation of everything in Genesis.
GOD IS TRIUNE, (three in one) He is God the Father, God the
Son and, God the Holy Spirit. He is three individuals and one at
the same time. Water is a fitting example; it is liquid, vapor, and
solid ice, all being separate in form, but still one, depending on
its function.
23

Three Observations of the Creation by the Trinity

Similarly, the typical pattern of prayer and worship involves
the unique roles of each member of the Trinity:
We address our prayers to the Father (the Source)
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ (the Mediator)
We pray with the power of the Holy Spirit (the
Enabler).

24

CAST OUT OF PARADISE AND
PUNISHMENTS PRONOUNCED

When Adam and Eve were Cast Out of The Garden, their
punishments pronounced. They lost the privilege of living in
Eden because God drove them out of the garden. The most
important thing that Adam and Eve lost was their likeness to
their Creator.
THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE FALL
Spiritual Death: Fallen from their Triune Image
Physical Death: Age becomes a factor
Sin and Separation: Eternal Judgment
Paradise Lost: Earth forfeited to Satan
Do not find fault with Adam and Eve, when we so often make
the very same choices that they made. We so often choose to
fall to the temptations of Satan rather than the warnings of
God. He knows that God knows everything, our sins we try to
25
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hide, our safe spaces we think He cannot find, and blameshifting is a game He does not play.
God looks to draw us to obedience through love. Satan seeks to
entice us to disobey through lust.
The fall came from disobedience to the command of God
by the exercising of their free choice. The fall resulted in spiritual death; hence, broken fellowship with the Holy God. The
path they took was a one-way path, and there was no opportunity to undo that decision.
When we die, there are no Do-Overs! We live or die by the
decision we make concerning God. “Do you not know that to
whom you present yourselves, slaves, to obey, you are that one’s
slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death or of obedience leading to righteousness?” (Romans 6:16).
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WE REAP WHAT WE SOW

“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap. For he, that soweth to his flesh shall of the
flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the
Spirit reap life everlasting.” (Galatians 6:7-8)
Fallen man through the sin (eating the forbidden fruit)
committed in the garden gave up the world to Satan. Man’s
broken relationship with God caused our image and likeness of
God to no longer reflect His glory. We are unable to fellowship
with God in this fallen state. This separation from God keeps us
from experiencing the original purpose, promises, and plans
of God.
However, God still loved humanity and always wanted a
meaningful, loving relationship with us. But sin was in the way.
Thus, God devised a plan of redemption to pardon the sins of
those who would like to return to fellowship with Him. This
plan involved God manifesting His love for man by sending His
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We Reap What We Sow

Only Begotten Son into the world to take man’s sin and die in
his place. Thus, redeeming man from sin. Also, Christ is the
only one who can redeem the ‘Title Deed’ to the earth back
from Satan.
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FREE CHOICE, SO CHOOSE WISELY

Even as man exercised his free choice to leave God so now must
man use his free option to come back into fellowship with Him.
Through Jesus, the Messiah, the way back to God is possible;
man can experience the real divine intention for his existence.
So, God sent His Son as the redeemer for humanity. The
redeemer would pay the price of our debt owed due to our
fallen state, thus releasing us through the process of redemption. For example, we see recovery for slaves during Old Testament times, freedom for people put in debtor prison by
someone paying a ransom price for their redemption.
The redemptive work of Christ on the Cross brings deliverance through His death, from the guilt and power of sin.
Redemption in a spiritual sense is the work of Christ in
“redeeming” men “from all iniquity,” “lawlessness,” and the
“bondage of self-will,” which rejects the will of God. The whole
Gospel deals with God being just when He justifies the
ungodly. Those of us receiving His grace and mercy.
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THE “ULTIMATE ESCROW CLOSING!”

JESUS’ REDEMPTIVE PURPOSE:
He came to redeem humanity from their sins, so
they would be worthy to fellowship with a Holy God
again and live a resurrected life.
To restore His image and likeness in us through the
transformation and born-again conversion; thus,
inheriting eternal life.
To redeem the world back from Satan, reclaiming
the ‘Title Deed’ lost in the Garden of Eden.
ONLY THE LAMB OF GOD IS WORTHY: Jesus paid a
ransom (His life) to repurchase us from Satan. The Cross was
the only path He could take to reclaim the world and save
believers from the final death. “Therefore, only Jesus is worthy
to open the scroll…” (The Title Deed) in Revelation.
The word “Book” is “scroll” in the Greek, which holds
the title deed to the earth. When Jesus gave His life on the cross,
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The “Ultimate Escrow Closing!”

He redeemed the earth back to God, but God has not taken
possession of it yet. It is God upon the throne, holding out the
title deed in His hand. Jesus is the rightful heir to the Book.
The cost of redeeming back the earth was the blood of Jesus
Christ on the Cross. He has already paid the price of redemption,
but He has not yet taken possession of the planet.
John saw a scroll, and an angel was asking who was worthy
to open the scroll. John wept because there was no one worthy
to open it, until Jesus, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, came
along.
We see this scroll as the TITLE DEED TO THE EARTH.
God had created the earth and given it over to Adam. However,
they disobeyed God’s commandment not to eat of the tree amid
the garden. By obeying Satan’s suggestion to eat of the fruit, in
their double action of obedience to Satan, and disobedience to
God, they gave up the earth over to Satan.
The devil took Jesus up on a high mountain and oﬀered the
world to Him because it was Satan’s to give. Jesus did not
dispute that as truth. Jesus twice calls him the prince of this
world, and Paul also called him the god of this world.
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A PROMISE

“And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give
every man according as his work shall be.” Revelation 22:12
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A PRAYER

Dear God, find me worthy. May I live eternally in your presence. AMEN
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REPAIRING GOD’S IMAGE IN US

“Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the LORD, “Though
your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; Though
they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool” (Isaiah 1:18).

Jesus Spilt His Blood on The Cross for Our Salvation. If We Get a
Splinter Picking Up Our Cross, It Will not Kill Us.
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WHOSOEVER MEANS YOU

Christ died on the CROSS for WHOSOEVER would in faith
believe and receive the gift of salvation. Jesus’ past workings on
the Cross fulfills His promise to anyone today who will respond
to it. Therefore, faith is believing God’s Word and acting
upon it.
The Cross of Christ is the most urgent message this world
will ever hear. In Galatians 6:14, the apostle Paul said, “But God
forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” In
other words, all he had received through inheritance or accomplishments in life was nothing compared to His relationship
with God through His Son Jesus. Paul’s position, riches, influence, reputation, and physical comfort lost their meaning when
weighed against the redemption that was his through the
crucifixion.
God’s ways are infinite, and we are finite in our knowledge
of His preordained plans. Our carnal intellect wants a process
to follow with, step-by-step-directions of God’s predestined plan
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for our lives. Isaiah 55:8 states, “For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD.”
The Good News is we do have a roadmap to follow, and it is
the WORD of GOD. We are to study to show ourselves approved,
rightly dividing the Word of Truth. (2 Timothy 2:15).
He also sent us the Holy Spirit to enlighten us, “But the
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He
will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things
that I said to you” (John 14:26). If we lack understanding, ask God
in prayer, and He will increase our faith to understand His
wisdom and truth.
Salvation is summed up by Paul here in Romans, “That if
thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved. For with the heart, man believeth unto righteousness; and
with the mouth, confession is made unto salvation” (Romans
10:9-10).
ON THE DIVINE SIDE OF REPENTANCE: It is the gift of
God. “If perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the
knowledge of the truth…” (2Timothy, 2:25).
“You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you
that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should
remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may
give you” (John 15:16).
“Being justified freely by the grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24). “Therefore, we conclude
that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law”
(Romans 3:28).
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God.” (Ephesians 2:8).
ON THE HUMAN SIDE OF REPENTANCE: It is our
response to God’s gift of salvation. Jesus said to her, “I am the
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resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he
may die, he shall live. “And whoever lives and believes in Me
shall never die. Do you believe this?” (John 11:25-26).
Jesus’ atoning death was necessary for God’s eternal plan.
His forgiveness of our sins is possible through His death, burial,
resurrection, and ascension. Although it is only by grace and
faith, repentance is the beginning of the process of our
response. Conversion, forgiveness, justification, regeneration,
and adoption, all take place at the same instant in God’s view.
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THE THREE ASPECTS OF SALVATION

Salvation is instant from the spiritual side, but on the human
side, it has three dimensions.
First is justification
(forgiveness). Second is sanctification (setting ourselves apart).
The third is glorification (new heavenly bodies), which is at our
union with Christ.
Past Aspect – frees us from the PENALTY of sin
Predestination – Salvation has happened in the past
(justified).
Present Aspect – frees us from the POWER of sin
It is happening in the present (sanctification).
Future Aspect – frees us from the PRESENCE of sin
Will happen in the future (glorification).
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The Three Aspects of Salvation

Spiritually speaking, all three aspects took place simultaneously in God’s mind. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined them who would come to this saving faith. Thus, a
predetermined conclusion. IT IS FINISHED!
Physically speaking, we are to set ourselves apart from the
world and put on the mind of Christ – To persevere toward our
high calling in Christ Jesus. We still sin and must ask for
forgiveness; we still have a thought life and must bring our
thoughts under control. “For the weapons of our warfare are not
carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down
arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of
Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5).
Salvation has happened in the past (justified), is happening
in the present (sanctified), and will occur in the future (glorified). We need to have complete confidence in our salvation.
There is no room for uncertainty about its adequacy or the
durability of its protection. If our salvation hinges on anything
but the finished work of Christ on the Cross, we are in deep
trouble.
The process of sanctification reveals His image as we put oﬀ
the old life and put on the new.
Do not let Satan discourage you or rob you of the anticipation of the hope that makes you committed. We are free from
the tyranny of a life mastered by the flesh that we might walk in
fellowship with God through the Spirit.
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TURNING TO GOD

CONVERSION is that turning to God, and it stands for the
human response to the call and gift of God. It consists of two
elements: repentance and faith
REPENTANCE is the keynote throughout God’s Word and
is an absolute condition of salvation. We unwrap the gift of
eternal life with a repented heart. From the time Jesus began to
preach and to say, “Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand” (Matthew 4:17). “Repent ye therefore, and be converted,
that your sins may be blotted out when the times of refreshing
shall come from the presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19).
FAITH is the provision of forgiveness. The process of
redemption through repentance began in Genesis 3:21 when
God made coats of skins for Adam and Eve to cover their guilt,
shame, nakedness, and sin. There is no other way to come to
the knowledge of God. “Nor is there salvation in any other, for
there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we
must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
The condition of the heart is of paramount importance
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because “For as he (man) thinketh in his heart, so is he” (Proverbs
23:7). The renewal of our mind, transformation into His image,
and the knowledge of God all begin with the heart’s attitude
changing.
“Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through
the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently
with a pure heart, having been born again, not of corruptible seed but
incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides
forever” (1 Peter 1:22-23).
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THE CROSS OF CHRIST PROVES HIS LOVE
FOR US

The Cross of Christ proves the length to which God is willing to
go for our redemption. God will not redeem men except on
terms that leave them, men. He will not do away with their
power of free choice. God will always honor your free choice, so
choose wisely.
Forgiveness of trespasses shows both the liberation from the
guilt and doom of sin and the introduction into a life of liberty,
“newness of life,” and “Eternal Salvation.” The resurrection of
Jesus guides us as we put oﬀ the old life and put on the new, as
we conform to His image and seek God’s will. Living in the
power of His resurrection helps to sanctify our lives,
strengthens us in our trials, and prepares us for the glory to
come.
Salvation is just the beginning of a relationship with God.
After a person becomes a believer, he or she should develop a
deeper relationship with the Father, learn more spiritual truth,
and begin to serve the Lord with purpose and constant willingness.
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The Cross of Christ Proves His Love for Us

Christ died once for all! Our act of faith puts us into the
state of being righteous in Him and justified unconditionally.
Thus, freeing us from the bondage of sin, and we are no longer
slaves to our sinful nature. This deliverance is from the guilt of
sins, the power of sin, and the final death resulting from sin.
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LET’S CHASE THE ELEPHANT OUT OF
THE ROOM

The Unpardonable Sin is Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit.
The longer you sin, the easier it is to reject Christ. That is the
road to the unpardonable sin. Continual rejection of the call of
the Spirit will leave you hard and calloused. Eventually, as you
continue the path of denial, it will be too late. You will die
without Jesus, and pardon will be impossible. If you care and
worry about if you have blasphemed the Holy Spirit, then He is
still working on you. You have not committed the unpardonable
sin. If you do not care, who knows?
The UNPARDONABLE SIN is the rejection of the Holy Spirit’s Testimony concerning Jesus Christ, the Messiah, Lord, and
Savior of the World. If we repent of our sins and receive Christ
Jesus, we will inherit Eternal Life. Rejecting the Holy Spirit’s
Testimony concerning Christ will separate us from God for all
Eternity.
This Unpardonable Sin can only become a Forgivable Sin up
to our last breath on earth. If our final words are asking for
forgiveness, then we have made a death-bed confession, and
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God will receive us into His Kingdom. Remember, the First
Fruit of Jesus’ Labor was the one thief on the Cross that
confessed and entered Paradise with Him that very day.
The free choice is ours to make, to believe faithfully, and
receive unto salvation or reject and deny unto eternal damnation. Remember, God does not send anyone to hell; we make
that decision alone. There are NO-DO-OVERS once we have
left this earth.
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IT IS ALL FINISHED, PAID IN FULL!

The Christ who died on Calvary’s Cross, will not have to die
again for our new sins or to oﬀer a new atonement for any
transgressions we may yet commit. The fulfillment of all things
happened when Jesus became the target of God’s wrath and
judgment of sin, when, “He who knew no sin became sin for us,
that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2
Corinthians 5:21).
God the Father laid upon God the Son all the guilt and wrath
our sins deserved, and He bore it in Himself perfectly, totally
satisfying the wrath of God for us. He successfully oﬀered
Himself as a substitute sin oﬀering for all humanity. He then
prepared to yield His life and die, having finished the work.
Christ has oﬀered himself, and died and suﬀered in our
stead, and gone into His glory in heaven. If we cannot depend
upon Him, what more would we have him do? Shall He come
and die again? If we rejected Him once, would we reject him if
He died twice?
So, when Jesus had received the sour wine, He
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It is All Finished, Paid in Full!

proclaimed, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up
His Spirit. John 19:30. He had finished the eternal purpose of
the Cross. His finished work became the foundation of all
believer’s faith, grace, hope, peace, and Eternal Salvation.
So, having begun, He continues His work in our lives. He is
the author, the finisher, the beginning, the end. He said, “I am
the Alpha and the Omega; the beginning and the end.” So true
of God’s faithfulness in completing His new creation in us. He is
the author of it, and He is the finisher of it.
Pressing Toward the Goal: “Not that I have already attained
unto perfection, but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for
which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me” (Philippians 3:12).
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A PROMISE

"And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the
image of the heavenly."
1 Corinthians 15:49

51

GOD ANSWERS PRAYER

“Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my
thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way in me and lead me in
the way everlasting” (Psalm 139:23-24).
“Dear God, thank you for loving me, saving me, and protecting
me. Give me the strength to press on toward the high calling for
which you have apprehended me. May my light shine bright as
you receive the glory as you transform me into the image of
Christ. Might I do your will as you guide me and instruct me
daily? Give me faith to believe and wisdom to obey Your Word
throughout my journey. In Jesus’ name-AMEN!”
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THE IMAGE OF THREE IN ONE

"And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the
image of the heavenly."
1 Corinthians 15:49

The Bible says that God has an overwhelming purpose behind
everything that He does. He wants to Redeem us and Make Us
Like Him. God is not just satisfied saving us from eternal
torment; He has a higher purpose for our lives.
God's purpose for each of us is to transform us into the
Image of His Dear Son Jesus Christ. His plan in the beginning
after creating heaven and earth was to populate this earth with
men and women who would bear His Image and Likeness.
We had an interruption into God's Great Plan. Satan came
into the garden and tempted Eve, and she ate of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, and so did Adam. Thus, forfeiting
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I Am The Image Maker

their spiritual relationship with God and displacing the Image
and Likeness of God.
Although this interfered with God's plan, it did not cause
God to change His plan. That is, God's plan is still to populate
this earth with those who would bear His likeness and image.
“For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to
the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many
brethren” (Romans 8:29).
You are those who follow Christ and destined to bear His
Image. And to be the brethren of the firstborn Son of God. The
goal is to become "as Christ." Christ's followers always have his
image before their lives to make them more like their Master.
In life and death, Christ revealed. His divine Image. The
incarnation of Jesus, His death on the cross, His burial, and
resurrection are all indispensable parts of that image. Therefore, put on the mind of Christ and be conformed into His
Image.
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MOST ASSUREDLY, I SAY TO YOU

Jesus said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). We need a
spiritual rebirth because that is where the Spirit lives. The flesh
oﬀers nothing of value.
Paul wrote, “These things we also speak, not in words which
man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing
spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man does not receive
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned” (1
Corinthians 2:13-14). There is a whole other dimension when a
person is born again of the Spirit. The natural man knows
nothing about this realm. You will never understand God until
you enter that spiritual dimension.
Being born-again makes the process of transformation
possible. It is like a caterpillar turning into a butterfly. Transformed is the ancient Greek word ‘metamorphosis’ describing
the astonishing alteration taking place as we put oﬀ the old life
and put on the new.
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THE SOUL AND THE SPIRIT

“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your
whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 5::23).
The Hebrew word for soul translated means breath, Spirit,
and life. “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a
living soul” (Genesis 2:7). The Greek word used in the New Testament translates into the soul, denoting the breath, the breath of
life.
When we are born again, God restores His original image in
us. His Spirit breathes the breath of life in us, and we again
become Spirit, soul, and body. God created man with a spirit
that has a soul (a mind, will, and emotions) that exists
within us.
As we grow in our new life in Christ, patience will serve us
well. “In your patience possess ye your souls” (Luke 21:19). Our soul
becomes alive in Him as we develop the patience to wait on the
Lord. The Word of God teaches that trials produce persever59

The Soul and the Spirit

ance, and from patience, there comes a line of fruit. Therefore,
the teachings in the book of James is especially crucial to our
spiritual growth.
The purpose of James is to help the believer to correct
faults, to show wavering, to help instill discipline into their
lives, and to rebuke backsliding.
When we are physically born, we enter life as fallen creatures, inheriting Adam’s sinful nature. God tells us to become
as little children and to be born again according to His Spirit
and truth. Children are teachable; they do not have preconceived ideas or prejudice; they accept things at face value.

60

THE IMAGE OF THREE IN ONE

GOD IS TRIUNE, (three in one) He is God the Father, God the
Son and, God the Holy Spirit. He is three individuals and one at
the same time. Water is a fitting example; it is liquid, vapor, and
solid ice, all being separate in form, but still one, depending on
its function.
Similarly, the typical pattern of prayer and worship involves
the unique roles of each member of the Trinity:
We address our prayers to the Father (the Source)
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ (the Mediator)
We pray with the power of the Holy Spirit (the
Enabler).
The fall reversed Adams’ triune nature, becoming the body,
soul, and Spirit. His appetite and allegiance changed, seeking
body appetites first, soulish things second, and spiritual things
last, if at all. When you are within the proper trinity (triune
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nature), you are Spirit, soul, and body. Your soul (the
conscience), guides your Spirit, and your body follows
peacefully.
In your fallen state, (body, soul, and Spirit), the conscience,
self-will, and inner man exist trapped between the body and
the Spirit. They battle one another, the body dictating to the
conscience, the Spirit crying out. The Spirit can only be
confused, making for incomprehensible sins and actions.
God breathes spiritual life into our fallen nature, reversing
our triune environment to its original state, and we become
alive to God in Spirit and Truth. If we are to believe the WholeTruth about Jesus’ work, we must believe in His death, burial,
resurrection, and ascension.
Jesus’ shed blood has obtained eternal forgiveness for us.
But, as Adam and Eve had to put on their coats, we must put on
Christ. “For through the eternal Spirit oﬀered himself without spot to
God” (Hebrews 9:11-14).
“But as many, as received Him, to them He gave the right to
become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were
born, not of blood, nor the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but
of God” (John 1:12-13).
Christians called according to His purpose will find the
Cross a necessary path to maturity. We are opening the way to
enter the fellowship of His suﬀering. Thus, living in the power of
His resurrection. Also, resulting in a true reflection of His Image
for all to behold. Remember, the resurrected life always follows
the crucified life. When we take an area of our lives to the Cross
and put it to death, God resurrects that area in newness for His
glory.
Knowing that the truth will set us free, we must rely on
the author and finisher of our faith (Jesus) for our daily instruc62
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tions. “And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly, and I pray
God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 5:23).
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AN EXCELLENT QUESTION FOR JESUS

Nicodemus had an excellent question for Jesus, which prevails
today in many minds. “How can a man be born when he is old?
Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be
born?” Jesus was talking about a spiritual rebirth. We were born
of the flesh and born of water in our mother’s womb.
Jesus is distinguishing the INHERITED LIFE (Adam’s sin) of
the flesh, which leads to death and separation from the SPIRITUAL LIFE (in Christ) of the Spirit. Once again, Adam’s sin
prevents us from living in the presence and will of God. Therefore, even though we are born of flesh and water, we must be
spiritually reborn of the Spirit. Jesus made it plain that a man’s
first birth does not assure him of the kingdom; only being born
again gives this assurance. Unless one is born again – he
CANNOT enter or be part of the Kingdom of God.
The Apostle Paul states, “That if you confess with your mouth
the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him
from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart, one believes
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unto righteousness, and with the mouth, confession is made unto
salvation” (Romans 10:9-10).
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DOING OUR PART TO REFLECT HIS
IMAGE

PART ONE: Is believing Jesus is your Lord and Savior
who DIED on the Cross for your sins.
PART TWO: Is believing in your heart that
God RAISED Him from the dead after dying on the Cross to
take care of our sins.
PART THREE: Is believing God raised Jesus from the dead
so that we might live in the POWER OF HIS
RESURRECTION.
PART FOUR: Is believing Jesus is in Heaven on the throne
and will be COMING BACK FOR HIS CHURCH.
Scripture urges us to work out our salvation because it is
between you and God. Christian books, commentaries, preachers, or sermons cannot save your soul. Eternal life is between
you and God! There is no other way to come to the knowledge
of God. “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other
name under heaven given among men by which we must be
saved” (Acts 4:12).
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Doing Our Part to Reflect His Image

It is our responsibility to study to show ourselves approved
and search the scriptures daily to know whether these things
are right. “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready
always to answer every man that asketh you a reason of the hope
that is in you with meekness and fear” (1 Peter 3:15).
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A PARAPHRASED EXAMPLE OF THE
PROMISE IN JOHN 3:16

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.”
Here are the two vital principles of God’s Word. 1) We must
understand that “God’s past promises/workings meet our present
response.” 2) And, “Faith is believing God’s Word and acting upon it.”
We have a Past Promise that if we in faith believe in Jesus
Christ and are born again, we will receive eternal life. We must
apply this promise through the Principle of faith. Without these
two Principles, the Process of Transforming us into the Image of
Christ will not take root to change our lives.
THE PROMISE – Everlasting Life
THE PERSON – Jesus, God’s Only Begotten Son
THE PURPOSE – Never Condemned
THE PROCESS – Believe What God Has Said
THE PATH – The Cross of Jesus
THE PRIVILEGE – Reflecting His Image
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JESUS’ past workings (on the Cross) meets our believing
God’s Word (confession of sins) producing (salvation and redemption) with our prompt response. Accepting and applying
promises will save us, change us, heal us, conform us, and
prepare us to exhort and comfort others.
THANK GOD, the Spirit of God is conforming us into the
image of Christ as He works within us day by day. The finished
work of the Holy Spirit in my life will have me thoroughly
conformed into the image of Jesus, “I shall be satisfied when I
awake in Your likeness” (Psalm 17:15). On that day, we will see him
face to face, and again be what Adam was when God first
created him. So, we diligently surrender to His Spirit working
within us. Putting-oﬀ and putting-on.
HIS GLORY SHINES AS THE MORNING STAR... “But we
all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are
changed into the same image from glory to glory, [even] as by the
Spirit of the Lord” (2 Corinthians 3:18).
Destined to be like Christ, He is the only “pattern” we must
follow. And because He lives His life in us, we too can “walk
even as he walked” (1 John 2:6), and “do as he has done” (John
13:15), “love as he loved” (Ephesians 5:2; John 13:34, 15:12), “forgive
as he forgave” (Colossians 3:13), “have this mind which was also
in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5).
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A PROMISE

Salvation is summed up by Paul in Romans, “That if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
For with the heart, man believeth unto righteousness; and with the
mouth, confession is made unto salvation.” (Romans 10:9-10)
“Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 1:6)
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THE “BORN AGAIN” PRAYER

If you do not know Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and
Savior, you can receive Him into your heart by faith today. To
receive Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior, pray this simple
prayer:
“Father in Heaven, I believe you sent your Son, Jesus, from
heaven; I believe He died for my sins on the Cross; I believe He
rose on the third day and sits with you in heaven even now.
Please forgive me for my sins. Jesus, please come into my
life as my Lord and Savior and guide me with Your Holy Spirit.
Thank you, Father." In Jesus' name, I pray, AMEN!
"Welcome to God's kingdom, and may we fellowship throughout
eternity."
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5

CRUCIFYING OUR OLD IMAGE

“If children, then heirs – heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ, if
indeed we suﬀer for Him, that we may also be glorified together.”
(Romans 8:17)

74

THE RESURRECTED LIFE ALWAYS
FOLLOWS THE CRUCIFIED LIFE

The Cross was the tool God used to prepare the way of salvation. We must also believe that God raised Jesus from the dead
because this is where the power of God enters our lives. We
died at the Cross to our old life. We begin our new life in the
resurrected power of the Holy Spirit. As we live the resurrected
life, we enter the fellowship of Jesus’ suﬀering. Thus, preparing
us for trials and the spiritual battles we will fight.
The earthly form of Christ is the way He died on the cross.
The image of God is the image of Christ crucified. It is this
image that the life of the disciple must live. In other words, they
adjusted to His death.
A life of crucifixion. Anybody living in the strength of
Christ's baptism lives in the power of His death. Thus, a daily
dying in the war between the flesh and the spirit. The suﬀering
which all his disciples on earth must undergo.
Christians called according to His purpose will find the
Cross a necessary path to maturity. We are opening the way to
enter the fellowship of His suﬀering. Thus, living in the power of
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His resurrection, resulting in a true reflection of His Image for all
to behold. Remember, the resurrected life always follows the
crucified life. When we take an area of our lives to the Cross
and put it to death, God resurrects that area in newness for
His glory.
Jesus is dead serious about His Word; in fact, He died to
keep His Word. He says that we must be born again of the Spirit.
Enter the fellowship of His suﬀering, be conformed into His
image, and live in the power of His resurrection. We are also told
to do good works on earth, lay our treasures up in heaven, and seek
the kingdom of God more than anything else. Knowing that the
truth will set us free, we will rely on the author and finisher of our
faith (Jesus) to teach us the doctrinal truth in everything.
It is through the fellowship of His suﬀering we grow in
faith. And as we look to Jesus, the author, and finisher
of our faith, all things are possible. “Wherefore seeing we also are
compassed [surrounded] about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us,
and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking
unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that
was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrew 12:1-2).
Conformed to His image in His Incarnation and Crucifixion, we shall also share the Glory of His Resurrection. "And as
we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image
of the heavenly" (1 Corinthians 15:49). The apostle John reminds
us, "Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall
be like him; for we shall see him as he is" (1 John 3:2).
Contemplating the Image of the Glorified Christ, we shall
be made like it, just as by considering the image of Christ crucified, we are conformed to His death. We shall be drawn into His
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Image, and identified with His form, and become a reflection
of Him.
The power of the resurrection follows the fellowship of
His suﬀering by way of the Cross. The Cross of Christ proves
the length to which God is willing to go for our redemption.
God will not redeem men except on terms which leave them,
men. He will not do away with their power of free choice. God
will always honor your free choice, so choose wisely.
Yes, I want to know the power of the resurrection, but if I
am to experience that, I have got to, first, experience the fellowship of the suﬀering, the death on the Cross, the death to my
old self, my old nature. “Being made conformable unto his death, if
by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the
dead” (Philippians 3:10-11).
But how can you reach the resurrection of the dead unless
you, first, have died? You see, Jesus could not experience the
power of the resurrection until after the Cross. The Cross was
essential and necessary for Him to experience the power of the
resurrection. So, it is valid with us, and now I can experience
the power of His resurrection and my transformed life.
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THE TWO IMAGES OF THE CROSS

When we look at the cross, we see the image of Christ’s death,
which we enter when we believe. Looking at the thieve, we see
the picture of what is to come, paradise.
Jesus is our example as we run the race. There are going to
be hardships along the way. God does not promise us a
comfortable life. "In this world," Jesus said, "you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world" (John 16:33). In
running the race, the prize of winning is the incentive, the glory
that comes to the victor, the joy of victory. In Christ's case, it was
the joy of being able to bring to us victory over sin, freedom
from sin, the forgiveness of sin, the pleasure of being able to
redeem us from our lost condition and restoring His image
in us.
He endured the Cross; likewise, we to bear our Cross, so
pick it up daily and seek God. There is tremendous joy in
knowing I am doing what God wants me to do. My life is in
harmony with the eternal plan of God.
The first fruit of Jesus’ suﬀering was the thief who believed
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in Him during the crucifixion, and as a result, he entered
paradise with his Lord and Savior. Paul wrote, "That I may know
him and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his suﬀerings, being made conformable unto his death" (Philippians 3:10).
Christ died for precisely this, our eternal redemption through
the power of His Cross and resurrection. "And Jesus said unto
him, Verily I say unto thee, today shalt thou be with me in
paradise…," (Luke 23:39-43).
This thief was the first saved in Christ. He entered heaven
along with Jesus, his Lord, and Savior. “We are confident, I say,
and willing rather be absent from the body, and to be present with
the Lord" (2 Corinthians 5:8).
Therefore, the hope of eternal life is one reason we are
running the race and what we want. However, we are currently
living in this mortal body, and this body is our temporary
home. We are absent from dwelling there in the kingdom of
God due to this natural condition. Only death can release our
Spirit from this body that it might move into the new house, the
building of God, where there we will dwell with the Lord
forever.
You remember, in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus was
praying, "Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but thy will be done" (Matthew 26:39). He was
asking God that if it is possible, can we take an alternate
course? If by being religious, kind, sincere, or by anything, let
this cup pass from Me. However, Jesus drank the cup. He
endured the Cross, though He despised the shame. And He
now sits at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:2)
The only way to salvation is the Cross of Jesus. “Neither is
their salvation in any other: for there is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
Jesus suﬀered in this world. When we think of Jesus, we
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usually consider the fact that He is righteous, holy, loving, and
kind. But here is something else to know about this person of
the Trinity: He is the God who has suﬀered. We do not tend to
think that a perfect Creator would experience such a human
trait as human pain and suﬀering. After all, why would you
suﬀer if you did not have to? "But for the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, despising the shame and is set down at the
right hand of the throne of God" (Hebrews 12:26).
But Jesus has suﬀered, and more deeply than any of us
could ever imagine. “Our God is a suﬀering God.” Isaiah
describes what Jesus (who is God) went through at Calvary, “He
is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised,
and we esteemed him not. Surely, he hath borne our griefs, and
carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God,
and aﬄicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, and he was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon
him, and with his stripes, we are healed” (Isaiah 53:3–5). LOVE
HURTS! You are not alone in your suﬀering today. Jesus walked
in your shoes, and He is here for you right now to CALL
ON HIM.
The birth and life of Jesus are primarily about God's
unconditional love for the world. Although Jesus taught and
healed people, that was not His primary purpose for coming to
earth. He specifically came as the Lamb of God to give Himself
up for us (John 1:29). Christ had to take human form, so He
could one day bear our sins and die on the Cross, “Because He
paid the full penalty for our transgressions, we can be forgiven and
live forever with Him” (1 Peter 2:24).
Having experienced the trials of life, Himself helps Him to
have empathy toward us during our seasons of hardship and
suﬀering. He will never say, "I feel your pain, I understand,
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hang in there, and I will pray about it." He will always take the
time to comfort us, listen to us and intercede for us. Jesus is our
High Priest, Inviting Us to Come Boldly to the Throne of Grace.
We have in Christ, a glorious high priest. He has passed into
heaven to make intercession for us. He is a sympathetic high
priest and understands our weakness. Becoming a man, He
experienced our temptations and knew our problems. Oh, what
a glorious high priest we have!
So, we approach God based on His grace and mercy towards
us, not based on our works or our deserving anything. And
because we approach God according to His goodness and His
beauty towards us, we can come boldly, and we can always
receive the help that we need. We can find grace to help us in
the time of our trial because we are coming based on God's
invitation to us as His child. We can approach God based on
our goodness, our eﬀorts, our works, or based on the finished
work of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Our choice is critical.
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DELIVERANCE FROM THE WILDERNESS

Whenever we get a vision of who Jesus is, it will always give us a
realistic perspective of who we are, as well. We do not see the
truth about ourselves until we see ourselves in His light. Seeing
ourselves in His light always brings conviction.
It is the small things God would have us be faithful in
because if we are not, we will never go out into the deep. So, we
must first start with what we know is the will of God for us at
this very moment in time and do it! Partial obedience will never
fulfill God’s purpose.
Patience and timing are critical when waiting on God to use
us. Sometimes God has the right person at the right place but at
the wrong time. Too early, sometimes too late. Moses is an
excellent example of the importance of timing. He wanted to do
something for his people, but he was impatient, 40 years too
early if we do it God's way, in God's timing, as with Peter, our
nets will be breaking as well, because He has directed our path.
Looking over Moses' life, we find that he spent 40 years in
83

Deliverance From the Wilderness

Pharaoh's court finding out that he was a somebody, 40 years in
the backside of the desert finding out that he was a nobody.
Then he spent 40 years in the wilderness finding out what God
can do with a somebody that sees he is a nobody.
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HOW TO EMBRACE THE TRIALS OF LIFE

"It is good for me that I was aﬄicted, that I may learn Your statutes."
(Psalm 119:71)
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EMBRACE TRIALS WHILE RESISTING
TEMPTATIONS

Satan looks to entice us to disobey through lusts and temptations.
God seeks to draw us to obedience through love and deliverance.
“Satan is a deceiver, liar, and is roaming the earth seeking whom he
might devour” (1 Peter 5:8). Thankfully, "You are of God, little children, and have overcome them because He who is in you is greater
than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4).
Take courage in the Lord, knowing that our tests will
produce patience and hope. God is faithful to His promises to
be with us, deliver us, and strengthen our walk with Him.
Knowing God’s ways are not our ways, yet His way will
always perfect us as we wait upon Him. The trying of our faith
is transforming us into the image of Christ. Whatever the tribulation we are going through, He has a divine plan for it and a
purpose for us to fulfill.
God has a promise we can count on whenever we feel that
there is no way out of diﬃculties. “Being confident of this very
thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it
until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). We need to exercise
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faith in His preordained will and discipline ourselves to wait on
the Lord and develop patience while waiting for His answers to
our breakthroughs.
Embrace trials while resisting temptations because the
temptation to evil desires and to act on them is dangerous. James
tells us that the reason this is so is that it will lead to sin and
death: "But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his
lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth
sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death" (James 1:14-15).
Where there is sin, there is always the death of some kind.
We experience — the end to a relationship, our influence, our
intimacy with God. The equation is absolute but straightforward: temptation plus sin equals death. Is the gratification of
your fascination and evil desires worth what it will destroy?
Beware!
It is easy to become discouraged and tempted to give up and
give in when we continue to fail before the tempter. Our
continued failure is often, in part, the result of our misunderstandings about the nature of temptation. Our responsibility is
to control the things that dominate our thoughts. Christ was
tempted, but without sin.
One purpose of a trial is to know what is in your heart. Not
that God does not already know. The problem is, we do not see
what is in our hearts. We may think that we are okay, and we do
not have a problem. Thus, God will allow a trial in our life to
show us what is really in our hearts.
The prophet Jeremiah reaﬃrms, “The heart is deceitful above
all things, and desperately wicked; Who can know it? I, the LORD,
search the heart, I test the mind.” (Jeremiah 17:9-10). God’s testing
helps us to understand ourselves and to know our limitations
and our weaknesses, so we will learn to trust in God and not in
ourselves.
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During trials, it is challenging to realize that God will lead
us to step by step. There are so many things in our hearts that
God needs to deal with, but He cannot deal with them until
they surface, and testing will do that to allow us to see the truth.
We need to be humble. We cannot allow pride to rule in our
hearts. Pride will always keep us from seeing the truth about
ourselves. Always remember that God hates the proud
(Proverbs 6:16-17). Pride is a great enemy to you. It will lie to you,
and it can destroy you. But "humble yourself in the sight of the
Lord, and He will lift you up" (James 4:10).
Trials bring us closer to God, where we learn to grow and
where we see the power and the love of God manifested. It is
there where you come into a deeper relationship with God.
James tells us to, “But let patience have its perfect work, that you
may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing” (James 1:4).
Another purpose for trials is to mold us into the image of Jesus
Christ. They also bring you into maturity as you learn lessons
from trials. God would have us to grow up and become mature.
Patience is one of the main ways that produces wisdom and
maturity.
Jesus taught His disciples, and that includes us today, "Be ye
therefore perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect." That you
might be perfect means that you oﬀer your life as a sacrifice to
God. It also means that you might be mature, that you might
grow up, that you might fulfill God’s purpose.
This Word patience does not describe a passive waiting but
an active endurance. Perseverance is "the frame of mind which
endures." You do not become patient by trying to be patient. It
is not something that we receive as a gift of the Holy Spirit. It is
something that God has chosen to develop in us through trials.
We do not like to hear that; we would rather have instant
patience. "Lord gives me patience, and I want it right now."
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Believers do everything possible to avoid trials. We try to
avoid them like the plague. Interestingly, they are referred to by
Peter as being more precious than gold. There often comes a
time when we look back upon a trial and bless God for it, rather
than murmur to Him about it as we did before.
God's Word is full of instructions for us to follow. Whatever
we need in life, He has a promise it and a way for us to apply it
to our life. Believers can count on God's grace and mercy in
everything that comes their way.
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that
you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God,
which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you
may prove what that good and acceptable and perfect will of God."
(Romans 12:1-2)
What a glorious promise! How many times in coming to
God do we come based on this verse? We often do not know
what to do in a situation. There are so many things in life that
we do not know what the correct path is to take. We lack
wisdom. It is beautiful to be able to come to God and ask for
wisdom and realize that He will give to all believers freely. The
wisest thing that you can ever do is to seek the knowledge
of God.
James tells us, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God,
who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to
him” (James 1:5).
Trials bring a necessary season to seek wisdom from God.
We often do not know how much we need understanding until
our time of diﬃculty. During a test we need to see if it is something God wants us to eliminate from our lives, is it a lesson we
need to apply to our lives, or is the devil attacking our faith in
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God? Wisdom must discern between the three, perseverance to
get through it, and trust in God is knowing He is with us.
Wisdom is much more than knowledge, and believers need
to seek it with their whole heart. Knowledge is raw information,
but wisdom knows how to use it. Someone once said that
“knowledge is the ability to take things apart, but wisdom is the
ability to put things together.”
“But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is
like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind” (James 1:6).
Sometimes we lack unwavering faith. We doubt that God
will work in us and help us through this trial. James tells us that
we should ask in faith, nothing wavering. He tells us that
wavering hope is a weak faith. Unwavering faith is sure and
founded on the promises of God.
Believers waver on many issues because they do not know
the will of the Lord on a specific matter. But we must remember
that our request for wisdom must be made like any other
request – in faith, without doubting God's ability or desire to
give us His knowledge.
We must come in faith and must ask in faith. We must pray
for God's guidance with no doubt. Scripture tells us the one
who doubts and lacks confidence should not expect to receive
anything from the Lord. This lack of faith and trust in God also
shows that we do not have a strong enough foundation and will
cause us to be unstable in all our ways.
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GOD WILL DELIVER US IN HIS TIME

"There hath no temptation taken you, but such as is common to man:
but God is faithful, who will not suﬀer you to be tempted above that
ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape,
that ye may be able to bear it.”
(1 Corinthians 10:13)
For whatever causes my trials, the lessons learned through
experience strengthens the seat of my personality, will, and
purpose. The way of escape which God has provided adds
substance to my faith and builds a firmer foundation in my
inward man. The spiritual teachings behind every trial illuminate the foundation of my new life.
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THE RIGHT RESPONSE TO OUR TRIALS
AND TEMPTATIONS

Discerning the right response to trials is impossible without God’s
wisdom. Formulating your theories, making your guesses, and
imagining your reasons for hardships are worthless. Only
under the guidance of divine knowledge can you begin to see
through the tragedy, uncover God's purposes, and discern the
proper response. There are several rational responses to trying
times:
1. Believe that the Lord is in control of the timing and
intensity of the trial. It may last a day, week, year, or
decades. First, Peter 5:6-7 promises that if we put
ourselves under God’s authority, He will be faithful
to resolve our diﬃculties in His time. We may want
Him to act sooner, but only He knows the perfect
time to carry out His purposes.
2. We must recognize that God has a specific purpose for
allowing each trial in our lives. Because He is a loving
Father, He will not prevent every challenge.
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However, the Lord will always endow His children
with the power to overcome the obstacles. Equally
important, He will use those hard times to shape us
into the mature believers He desires us to be.
3. We must acknowledge that each trial is designed to meet
a specific need that God sees in our lives. Frequently, we
will not see or understand that need until the test is
over, and we have gained some distance and
perspective. Then, we can look back and realize that
there was a great lesson to be learned or an error to
be corrected. Because God has that perspective from
the outset, He can do whatever is necessary to
correct the problem.
4. Be convinced that the Lord will walk with us through
each step of our stormy times in life. There will never
be a moment when He is absent. Hebrews 13:5 states
this plainly, “I will never desert you, nor will I ever
forsake you.” Christ’s presence provides a continual
refueling of our courage and patience. With Jesus at
our side, what could overtake us?
Glorious victory: Although these are all positive ways to deal
with hardships, there is one response we must never forget.
Recognizing that by God's grace and power, we will not only
survive, but we will genuinely conquer life's obstacles. That is
true wisdom.
Understanding the causes, purposes, and right responses to
adversity are vitally essential for us, but it should in no way
mask the pain that we rightfully feel during these times.
Instead, joy comes in honestly confessing the dire condition of
an unpleasant situation and yet praising God for the good that
He will bring our way.
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RELY upon the power of the Holy Spirit within you to enable
you to resist the temptation. Otherwise, how could the apostle
Paul assure us, "For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are
not under the law, but under grace" (Romans 6:14).
RESIST the temptation by choosing to say "No!" to its
appeal. Overcoming temptation is always a decision we make. It
is a decision based on the wisdom of honestly evaluating the
destructive consequences of yielding to the temptation.
REMOVE yourself from the presence of the temptation, if
possible. Scripture cautions us to "walk circumspectly, not as fools
but as wise" (Ephesians 5:15). Timothy did not say to look the
other way or contemplate your options, he said to leave in
haste: "Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love,
peace" (2 Timothy 2:22).
Throughout the Bible, we are urged: "to flee away, escape"
"to flee for refuge," "flee youthful lusts" (flee fornication, idolatry, evil doctrine, envy, strife, railings) and "the love of money" to
name a few. If we cannot do something in faith, then it is a sin.
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For the joy set before us - we endure suﬀering. Taking each
part of our lives to the cross allows God to mature us as we live
out the resurrected life in His Son. For the joy set before us, we
endure the suﬀering of our trials as we joyfully wait upon the
Lord to produce the fruit of the test in our lives. Thus, this trial
is creating and increasing patience within our new resurrected
life. Therefore, we have entered the fellowship of His suﬀering.
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WHAT WE GAIN THROUGH TRIALS

We gain an understanding of how weak we are.
Trials allow God to bear fruit in our lives and for us
to give Him the glory.
We come to know and experience His faithfulness in
a more personal way as He delivers us.
We can comfort others going through what we have
gone through.
Most of all, our soul - our life - our inner man - our
personality - our spirit - all come alive to God
through the patience which trials produce.
Patience is something God is working in us, and it is glorious to
see this quality developed as a part of our Christian nature and
character.
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PROMISES

“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he
will flee from you.” (James 4:7)
“Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them:
because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.”
(1 John 4:4)
“There hath no temptation taken you, but such as is common to
man: but God is faithful, who will not suﬀer you to be tempted
above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a
way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” (1 Corinthians
10:13)
“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”
(Philippians 4:13)
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A PRAYER
WHEN MAKING A DIFFICULT DECISION

Dear Lord, the decision I must make will aﬀect my life
profoundly, and that makes me tense. Calm my mind. Show me
what to do and how to do it. Help me listen to your answer and
know the answer when it comes. Above all, help me see that it
will happen. In Jesus' name. Amen.
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LESSONS FROM THE MASTER

“So, shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not
return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and
it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:11)
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JESUS WAS TEMPTED THREE TIMES

These sins, "the lust of the flesh. The lust of the eyes. And the
pride of life." All depicted in Jesus' temptation in the
wilderness.
First, Jesus was tempted to sin against God by pursuing
worldly things rather than God. He was tempted by His physical needs, the lust of the flesh when He was tempted to turn
the stones into bread.
Next, Jesus was tempted to do something spectacular by
throwing Himself oﬀ the temple and having His angels rescue
Him, the lust of the eyes.
Finally, Jesus was tempted to receive all the kingdoms of the
world if He worshiped Satan; this is idol worship and the pride
of life (See Matthew 4:1).
These three temptations that Jesus resisted in the wilderness mirror Adam and Eve's temptations and sin in the Garden
and reflects what John defines as loving the world, the sins of
"the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life."
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Jesus Was Tempted Three Times

The temptation of Jesus by Satan (Luke 3:1-14) parallels
Genesis three. The devil wanted Jesus to turn the stones into
bread (flesh), to gaze at all the kingdoms and their glory (eyes),
and to jump down from the Temple to prove He was the
Messiah (pride of life). The methods of Satan never change.
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THE VICTORY OF JESUS

Matthew gives an account of the Temptation of Jesus in the
wilderness. In using the SHORT CUT LIE, Satan’s oﬀer was
that he would give Jesus all the kingdoms of the world if He
would bow down to him. Then Jesus said to him, “Away with
you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your
God, and Him only you shall serve’” (Matthew 4:10).
Jesus had come to save the world and to repurchase it from
the grip and control of Satan. But it would take a horrible death
on the Cross to accomplish that. Satan was essentially oﬀering
Jesus a shortcut. “You don’t have to suﬀer and go to the cross just
compromise, and I’ll give you everything right now,” Jesus
responded in each case by quoting scripture and by resisting
the temptation.
We cast the final vote to sin or not to sin. No one can
throw it for us-regardless of the pressures we may be facing.
God does promise to deliver us when tempted. However,
He does not guarantee that trials will no longer be part of our
life. Satan knows our areas of weakness. If we have fallen in
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one area before, rest assured that he will come at us again from
the same angle. Jesus encourages us: “Be thou faithful unto death,
and I will give thee a crown of life” (Revelation 2:10).
FIRST, God always limits the power of every temptation so
that we can overcome it. SECOND, He still supplies a way to
escape through it. The Holy Spirit guides us through the trials,
not around or over them. He is on our team throughout every
test. The Lord does not lead us into temptations but will see us
through them as we trust Him to do so.
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WHAT YOU DO WITH THE TEMPTATION
IS WHAT COUNTS!

Surely, God was not disappointed during the temptations of
Christ in the wilderness. Point being the attraction is not a sin
unless we embrace it. God was not disappointed during the
temptations Christ endured.
Temptation itself is not a sin. Keep in mind that we are not
responsible for what flashes through our minds. Our responsibility is to control the things that dominate our thoughts. Jesus
dealt with temptations in all areas of life, but without sin.
Just like feeling angry is not sin, but, if not dealt with, can be
a temptation that needs immediate attention. It is what you do
with that anger that counts. James reminds us: “But every man is
tempted, when he is drawn away of his lust, and enticed. Then when
lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished,
bringeth forth death” (James 1:14-15).
We confuse how we feel with how God thinks about
us. Scripture assures us that God rewards those who are
tempted-if they persevere: James 1:12, “Blessed [is] the man that
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endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown
of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.”
You must deny yourself - you must take up your Cross.
Someone said the Cross in your life, is often, where your will crosses
God's will. You must follow Jesus, and you must not let anything
stand in the way of following Him. Anything that would stand
in the way, you must deny yourself in that area of life. The Lord
will always put His finger on what it is in our life -that specific
thing that is keeping us from following Jesus Christ. He will use
the trials and temptations of life to allow us to be complete in
Him, wanting nothing.
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HOW JESUS RESISTED THE ENEMY

Our best example of how to resist temptation is how Jesus
endured the enemy. After fasting forty days and forty nights,
Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted
by the devil, and He answered every temptation of Satan with
the Word. David wrote, “Your word I have hidden in my heart that
I might not sin against You” (Psalm 119:11).
Strength in overcoming the wicked one comes through
the Word of God. And then, our victory is through prayer. Paul
says, “praying with all prayer and the Word along with supplication
in the Spirit…” (Ephesians 6:13-18). Again, the real power against
the enemy and the world is prayer and supplication (petition)
in the Spirit. As you stand in the name of Jesus, you will come
to know, through God’s Word and in prayer, the power and the
victory over the temptation that is trying to pull you down into
a pit. James exhorts us, “Therefore, submit to God. Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you” (James 4:7).
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THE THREE LIES THAT DID NOT
STUMBLE JESUS

THE PROVE IT LIE: Here in Matthew 4:1-11, we see the account
of Jesus’ temptation by Satan. The first temptation from Satan
suggested that “If you are the Son of God, command that these
stones become bread” (v.3). This lie was the temptation to allow
the flesh to rule over the Spirit.
But He answered and said, “It is written, “Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of
God” (v.4).
THE “FOR IT IS WRITTEN” LIE: The second temptation
was when Satan took Him up to the pinnacle of the temple and
was told to throw Himself down and let the angels save Him.
Here Satan took a verse out of context and tried to get Jesus to
test God inappropriately.
Jesus said to him, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the
LORD your God” (v.7).
THE SHORT CUT LIE: The third temptation Satan oﬀered
was that he would give Jesus all the kingdoms of the world if He
would bow down to him.
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Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall
serve’” (v.10).
Jesus refused the devil’s temptations because God sent Him
to fulfill His purpose. But it would take a horrible death on the
Cross to accomplish that. Satan was essentially oﬀering Jesus a
shortcut to fulfilling His mission. “You don’t have to suﬀer and go to
the Cross, just compromise, and I’ll give you everything right now!”
Jesus responded in each case resisting the temptation using
the Word of God. Jesus was to be obedient to God’s will and
buying into Satan’s short cut lie would defeat His plan of salvation. Nothing but the Cross could save humanity. Short cut lies
present themselves to Believers in this world; however,
ask: “What would Jesus do?”
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LESSONS FROM THE WILDERNESS

Eating the fruit did not make them wise as Satan had
promised-rather it caused alienation from each other. They
began to mistrust the other and became fearful of God. They
learned the hard lesson that Satan's promises never come true.
Furthermore, humanity can never become wiser by disobeying
the Word of God. The Bible clearly says how wisdom can be
attained.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but
fools despise wisdom and instruction (Proverbs 1:7). Rather
than produce wisdom, the choice produced death.

115

HOW TO USE YOUR “FOR IT IS WRITTEN”
WEAPON

Praying and speaking scripture are two of your most potent
weapons.
Since we are to be doers of the Word and not hearers only,
now's a proper time to put into practice the teaching of Christ.
Let us not make mistakes. Eve did in the Garden. Best to
respond to our temptations as Jesus did. Remember, we have
put on the mind of Christ, so we should think, act, and answer
the same way Jesus does.
The following are a few lies that we meet during our lifetime. I will start us oﬀ, but I encourage you to continue with
your list. Only you and God knows what temptations you face.
THE LIE: The devil tricked me, and so I did it.
IT IS WRITTEN: “Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and He will draw near to
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you
double-minded” (James 4:7-8).
IT IS WRITTEN: "You are of God, little children, and have over117
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come them because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the
world” (1 John 4:4).
IT IS WRITTEN: "We know that whoever is born of God does
not sin, but he who has been born of God keeps himself, and the
wicked one does not touch him” (1 John 5:18).
IT IS WRITTEN: “Put on the whole armor of God, that you may
be able to stand against the wiles of the devil” (Ephesians 6:11).
THE LIE: This trial will never end.
IT IS WRITTEN: “There has no temptation taken you, but such
as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suﬀer you to
be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also
make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it” (1 Corinthians
10:13).
IT IS WRITTEN: “In this, you greatly rejoice, though now for a
little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that
the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold
that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise,
honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:6-7).
THE LIE: My friends are not going to influence me because
I am strong enough to handle it.
IT IS WRITTEN: “He who walks with wise men will be wise,
but the companion of fools will be destroyed” (Proverbs 13:20).
IT IS WRITTEN: “For a righteous man may fall seven times
and rise again, but the wicked shall fall by calamity” (Proverbs
24:16).
THE LIE: I do not have enough faith.
IT IS WRITTEN: “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God” (Romans 10:17).
IT IS WRITTEN: “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight and the
sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the
race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author, and finisher
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of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the
cross, despising the shame and has sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God” (Hebrews 12:1-2).
IT IS WRITTEN: “REACHING FORTH UNTO THOSE
THINGS WHICH ARE BEFORE, I PRESS TOWARD THE
MARK FOR THE PRIZE OF THE HIGH CALLING OF GOD
IN CHRIST JESUS…,” (PHILIPPIANS 3:7-14).

119

PROMISES

“For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto
the glory of God by us. Now he which established us with you in
Christ, and hath anointed us, is God, who hath also sealed us, and
given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.” (1 Corinthians 1:20-22)
“So, shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not
return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and
it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:11)
“Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of
promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath:
That by two immutable things, in which God couldn't lie, we might
have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon
the hope set before us.” (Hebrews 6:17-18)
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A PRAYER

Lord, help me to learn this lesson – to know how weak I am,
and to say so, so that any good thing I do may reflect glory to
you. Teach me how to use Your Word and be like David – ready
to do battle in one moment and to sing Your praises in the next.
I oﬀer this prayer through Jesus Christ, and in His name. Amen.
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7

A RENEWED MIND REFLECTS A NEW
IMAGE

“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of
the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to
glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.” (2 Corinthians 3:18)
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BEHIND EVERY PROMISE LIES A
PRINCIPLE

When it comes to renewing your mind and discerning the will
of God, an essential element is God’s principles found in scripture. The principles clue us in on how God operates.
God’s Promises prove He is predictable. God is the same
yesterday, today, and forever. God is extremely creative, but He
sticks with basic principles. So, as we renew our minds, we
need to study God’s principles of scripture. NOT JUST THE
PROMISES, BUT THE PRINCIPLES OF SCRIPTURE!
We need to align our thinking, our hearts, and our attitudes
with God’s. We are to conform to His Image and not desire Him
to conform to ours.
When you discover God’s principles, every decision that
you make will intercept with God’s plan. A principle is a
universal truth, something that is true for all people always.
Gravity is a principle.
God has made many promises that He intends to keep.
They are not without action on our part. Designed to bless us,
assuming we meet His conditions. Those seeking to utilize any
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promise should be Seeking Him, Walking with Him, Living in
Him, and Obeying Him.
He has promised many glorious things for those living by
faith in His Son, our Eternal Redeemer. God’s great love has
provided us a way to reunite with Him and live the life he
planned for us from the beginning. The Promise to send His Son
to die on the cross for us has Principles and Processes we must apply.
God’s past promises meet our prompt response. And, "Faith is
believing God's Word and acting upon it." If the Promise is Eternal
Life through His Son, then the Principle of believing in faith
becomes the Process leading to our Born-Again experience.
With every Promise, there are Principles we must follow, which
become the Processes for application.
All His commandments, rules, and advice are founded
upon Promises and Principles, given to us for our protection.
Violating any of God's commandments or His information
violates His Principles of life! So, God’s Processes are the glue
that holds together His Promises and Principles. Thus, producing
His perfect will and purpose in our lives.
Every promise comes with conditions, we as believers must
apply, or they do not work. To emphasize, God is saying, “if you
do this, I will do that because I have already done this." Thus,
His preordained plan for us included His Promises.
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GOD WILL MOVE HEAVEN AND EARTH
TO BLESS YOU

There are over 3,000 promises in the Bible, and finding one for
any need is possible with God's guidance. However, we must
believe in faith that God will fulfill His promises. Then we
apply the principles of scripture to receive the benefits of His
blessings. It is not enough to read a promise, name it and claim
it, expecting God to apply it in your life. Promises are not God's
“Blab It and Grab It Doctrine”! God does not play that game!
God's omnipotent power behind His Promises and Principles
cannot be stopped by human force. Nothing on this earth or in the
universe, whether visible or invisible, can prevent what God
has promised for those who are His children. His promises are
sure and true. If God wants to bless you, nothing will hinder
His blessings. “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for
us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31)
We can trust in them, lean upon them, apply them, and
have the assurance that what God promises, He delivers
through His eﬀectual power to bring to pass all that His Word
proclaims. It was by His Word that the universe came into exis127
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tence, "For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood
firm" (Psalm 33:9), and "we understand that the universe was
created by the Word of God” (Hebrews 11:3).
Absolute belief in God's Word is mandatory for every
believer. Jesus is dead serious about His Word; in fact, He died
to keep His Word. We so often try to assemble something
without the owner's manual. God, in His divine wisdom, has
supplied us instructions within the pages of scripture. Who
better to teach us than the author and finisher of our faith (Jesus)
in all doctrinal truths?
Believing our Lord has a divine purpose behind every
promise will help us to respond based upon scriptural truth
and not our feelings. With every Promise brings opportunities
and responsibilities. God is more concerned about our character
than our comfort. His goal is not to pamper us physically but to
perfect us spiritually.
Jesus Christ declared, "I have come. In the volume of the book,
it is written of Me." Therefore, Scripture should always be at the
threshold of every decision we face. For it is God’s Mind Written
Down. It is like Jesus reciting Himself.
In human terms, promises are easily broken. In God’s
words, they are a sure thing. Knowing what God has promised
us and how he keeps his promises gives us assurance, hope, and
peace.
We first believe in faith that God will fulfill His promise,
and then we apply the Principles of teaching by doing those
things that prove we accept and love God. You say you have faith
then prove it.
James urges us to practice what we preach, “But be doers of
the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is
a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his
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natural face in a mirror; for he observes himself, goes away, and
immediately forgets what kind of man he was” (James 1:22-24).
May God lead you to discover the promises He intended for
your life. Might God’s Word bless you, keep you, and be a light
unto your path.
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THE CONCEPT OF TRANSFORMATION

Transformation into the image of Christ is possible because of
our salvation. This ‘metamorphosis’ describes the astonishing
alteration which takes place at the time of our rebirth, and it
continues throughout our new life as we sanctify (set apart)
ourselves unto Christ.
The same Word (metamorphosis) describes Jesus’ transfiguration in Mark 9:2-3. Paul also uses this glorious word in 2
Corinthians 3:18, “But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same
image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.”
Satan would have us conform to the ways of this world
through peer pressure. The Christian life is so diﬀerent from
the world’s way of thinking. The world wants their self-esteem
to feel good, while God tells us to esteem others more highly
than ourselves. Non-believers need their image to shine above
all others, but God wants Jesus’s Image to prevail. The world
says to go for it, no matter the cost. God’s Word tells us to count
the cost.
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When we become Christians, God does not remodel us or
add to who we are – He transforms us. A Believer does not have
two diﬀerent natures. He has one new character – the single
life in Christ. The old self dies, and the new person becomes
alive; they do not coexist.
God’s Word urges us to “Put on the new man,” a new
behavior that is proper to our original image. But to do so, we
must end the patterns and practices of our old life. Furthermore, He has given us the rules, the principles, the strategies,
the armor, and the promises for fulfilling His purpose. If we
will renew our minds and study the Word, then we will be able
to sort out and discern the will of God. When we make the right
decisions combined with some skills, we will succeed and come
out on top.
The truth of the Word is the pill that everyone needs but cannot
seem to swallow.
CAUTION, not obeying God will cause you to run oﬀ in
directions that will result in harm to you and your loved ones.
You cannot escape the consequences of wrong actions. God’s
Word should always be at the threshold of every decision we
face. For it is GOD’S MIND WRITTEN DOWN.
The Bible teaches there is a reasonable relationship
between God and believers. He does not, nor has He ever made
demands upon us. The Gospel is consistent. God said, “Come
now let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins are as
scarlet, they can be as white as snow; though they are as red as crimson, they can be as white as wool” (Isaiah 1:18).
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REASONABLE OR UNREASONABLE?

“Present your body as a living sacrifice, unto God, which is
your REASONABLE service.” It is reasonable to present our
body to God because the wisdom and the knowledge of God
bring the depth of His riches, grace, and power to our transformation process. Since God is so wise and full of experience, it is
reasonable to present our body, our mind, our life to Him that
He might guide and direct us.
However, it is UNREASONABLE to try figuring out things
on our own or working out our personal life and our plan. The
reasonable, rational, and smart idea is to turn our life and decision-making process over to God that He might direct our life.
Presenting our body unto God as a living sacrifice allows us to
let go and let God direct our path. “Trust in the LORD with all
your heart and lean not on your understanding; In all your ways
acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6).
We discover God’s progressive revelation as we present the
issues of our life to Him. Committing myself to Him, not having
my own will master me, sets me free. Thus, allowing God to
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bring those things I need for my spiritual walk. We never know
what a day is going to bring forth as God unfolds His will and
purpose for our lives.
Considering what God did for us, it is only reasonable to
respond to God’s mercy shown to us as described in Romans
1:11. Because of His mercy, we can present ourselves a living
sacrifice and able to oﬀer ourselves to God as He works His
grace in and through us. Biblical faith teaches that the divine
mercy of God supplies the basis of our sacrifice as we respond
faithfully.
Paul points out in Ephesians 2:8-10 “For by grace you have
been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them.”
For Paul, this transformation and renewing of our minds
take place as we behold the face of God, spending time in His
glory. The inside change is evident on the outside, as others can
see what the good and acceptable and perfect will of God is
through our lives. Thus, letting your light shine in the world.
God has dealt with each one a measure of faith. We can use
the belief that God has given to us, or we can just let it die. A
person can grow their faith through God’s Principles and
Promises.
“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.”
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”

134
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“Therefore, if any man [be] in Christ, [he is] a new creature: old
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”
(2 Corinthians 5:17)
Think Like Jesus Christ: If we are not to think the way that the
world thinks, then what are we to be thinking? “How do we find
and keep our thoughts in line with God’s Principles?” We must
search the scriptures to uncover God’s promises and principles
about this New Life He has given us through His Grace and
Mercy. Since it is a New Life in Christ and He is the author and
finisher of our faith, we must learn from His Words written in
the volume of the book.
In his epistles, Paul writes that every believer has a new will,
mind, heart, life, inheritance, relationship, and citizenship. We
also receive new power, knowledge, wisdom, belief, understanding, righteousness, love, and desire. He called it the
“Newness of Life…” (Romans 6:4). According to the Word of God,
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WE ARE NEW. Our New Life is not a matter of addition; it is
a Transformation!
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KEY VERSE TO MEMORIZE

"I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but
Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me."
(Galatians 2:20)
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TRANSFORMATION APPLICATION

PROMISE: That ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (Romans 12:2)
Your life will be in the will of God. Your life will (prove
what that good and acceptable and perfect will of
God is)
PRINCIPLE: And be not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind,
Resist conformity to the thoughts and actions of this
world (do not be conformed)
By focusing on God’s Word and fellowship with Him
(be transformed by the renewing of your mind)
PURPOSE: Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service present your
bodies a living sacrifice
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As an act of intelligent worship, decide to yield your
entire self to Him (oﬀer your bodies a living sacrifice)
PRECAUTION: Not to think of himself more highly than he
ought to believe, but to think soberly
PROVISION: Mercies of God and God has dealt with each one
a measure of faith.
Keep in mind the abundant mercy of God to you –
past, present, and future (by the mercies of God)
Humble yourself in the sight of the LORD and (He
will lift you)
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THE MERCIES OF GOD

The Mercies of God provides the following:
Justification from the guilt and penalty of sin
Adoption in Jesus and identification with Christ
Placed under grace, not law
Giving the Holy Spirit to live within
The promise of help in all aﬄiction
Assurance of standing in God’s election
Confidence of coming glory
The belief of no separation from the love of God
Trust in God’s continued faithfulness
We must believe that these Divine mercies have persuasive
powers over our wills. Past, present, and future decision making
must be submitted to God as we present our bodies a living
sacrifice.
Spiritually speaking, our bodies (our entire being) spirit, soul,
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flesh, and mind, should come before God’s altar. When we give
the body to God, the soul and spirit go with it.
God wants you, not just your works. You may do all kinds of
work for God, but never give Him yourself. The body is a beautiful servant, but a terrible master. Keeping it in God’s will as a
living sacrifice keeps the body where it should be.
The sacrifice is living because it is brought alive to God’s will
through our surrendering; the sacrifice is living because it stays
alive as we live out His will as an ongoing commitment. (Romans
12:2)
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and
acceptable and perfect will of God. Notice we first apply this scripture, and then we understand His will.
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WHAT GOD DESIRES FOR YOU

TO BE THE IMAGE BEARER OF GOD: “So, God created man in
His image; in the image of God, He created him; male and female He
created them” (Genesis 1:27).
TO BE CONFORMED TO THE CHARACTER OF
CHRIST: “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn
among many brethren” (Romans 8:29).
TO BE LIKE GOD IN TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HOLINESS: And that you put on the new man according to God, in true
righteousness and holiness…” (Ephesians 4:24).
TO LET GOD BE THE TRUE KING OF YOUR HEART: “But
seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these
things shall be added to you” (Matthew 6:33).
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TO BRING GLORY TO GOD: “Everyone who is called by My
name, Whom I have created for My glory; I have formed him, yes, I
have made him” (Isaiah 43:7).
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A PROMISE

“No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper, and every
tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt
condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and
their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD.” (Isaiah 54:17)
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A PRAYER

Dear Father, Your Word says that no weapon formed against me
shall prosper. Therefore, I declare that no weapon formed
against me prospers this day or any day to come in Jesus’ name.
Your Word says that trouble will not arise a second time
(Nahum 1:9). Therefore, I declare that Satan cannot make
trouble for me again, in this manner, as he did in the past in
Jesus’ name. I say all these prayers carried out and brought to
pass by trusting you through faith and expectation in the name
of Jesus, AMEN
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GOD’S SPIRITUAL WAR CHEST

“Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of
promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath:
That by two immutable things, in which God couldn't lie, we might
have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon
the hope set before us.” (Hebrews 6:17-18)
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“THINKING THEMSELVES TO BE WISE,
THEY BECAME FOOLS.”

THE VANITY OF HUMANITY HAS NO IMAGE: Half-truths,
lies, the world, and our old nature, which includes pride and
greed are some of the most common strategies Satan uses to
tempt us to sin against God. His goal is to keep us from God and
eternal life. Reflecting the Image of God by the renewing of our
minds is our calling now.
We win the battle for control over our mind as we ‘put on
the whole armor of God.” The Apostle Paul writes, “For the
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to
the pulling down of strongholds; Casting down imaginations, and
every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God
and bring into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ” (2
Corinthians 10:4-5).
A changed life will always be the result of a renewed mind; a
renewed spirit always results in a transformed life.
The vanity of humanity with their vain imaginations are the
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strongholds that bind up the hearts of men — crafting arguments against God, holding on to every high thing that exalts
itself against the knowledge of God.
We miss it entirely if we think the love of manipulation, the
image of success, smooth words, the feeling of power, lording
over authority, and human schemes and programs are just
problems among unbelievers. Paul dealt with these types of
hearts and minds in the church. We, too, can see this played out
on the world stage and in the pulpit.
It is in the imagination of men and in their thought life
where Satan challenges God. We have heard it all before in
Genesis and the Wilderness. “Hath God said? Does God know? Is
there knowledge in the highest? Does God see?” And quite often,
Satan deceives us into thinking God does not see. Thus, the
importance of the ‘Helmet of Salvation.’
When we start to think in this carnal way, we must stop our
thoughts, take dominion over them in Jesus’ name. We can
choose to prevent this kind of thinking by bringing every
thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.
If we have the mind of the flesh, then we are going to reap
corruption. But if we have the intention of the Spirit, then we
are going to obtain life, joy, and peace in the Holy Spirit.
These Strongholds are wrong thoughts and beliefs, arguments, contradicting God. They hold on to every high thing
that exalts itself against the knowledge of God.
At some point, even God will have had enough of all these
foolish and prideful people. “And even as they did not like to retain
God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to
do those things which are not convenient” (Romans 1:28).
We know the end of the story because we have read the
book and personally know the author. God will return with all
the Saints to redeem the Title Deed of the Earth from Satan.
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“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall
be like him; for we shall see him as he is.” (1 John 3:2)
We need to get our minds under control by putting on the
whole armor of God and keeping it on. Each piece of these
Spiritual tools is essential for winning the battles in life. Additionally, the condition of our heart before the Lord is paramount to our thought life. “…For as he thinketh in his heart,
so is he” (Proverbs 23:7).
Putting on the mind of Christ is essential in controlling
our thought life. But first, we must put oﬀ our old carnal mind.
God has made promises and provisions for us to change our
way of thinking. His Word instructs us on how to submit to the
will of God. Remember, God’s ways are not our ways.
The Greek word translated “renewed” used only here in the
New Testament. It means “to create again” or “make new.” When
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you become a Christian, God gives you a new mind, but you
must fill it with new thoughts. A baby is born with a fresh, new
spirit, and then the imprints help determine the course of his or
her life. The same thing is real of a Believer. We enter God’s
kingdom and receive a fresh, new mind. We then need to begin
building a spiritual vocabulary with the right words for our
thoughts.
Paul gives an impressive list of thoughts we should think
on; “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things
[are] honest, whatsoever things [are] just, whatsoever things [are]
pure, whatsoever things [are] lovely, whatsoever things [are] of good
report; if [there be] any virtue, and if [there be] any praise, think on
these things” (Philippians 4:8).
When you came to Christ, you acknowledged that you were
a sinner and chose to forsake your sin and the evil things of this
world. Satan will dangle the temptations of the world and its
sins in front of you to tempt you to return to it. So, Paul warned
us not to return to the world but to put it oﬀ and instead put on
righteousness and true holiness.
That is not something you do once; it is something you do
every day. But how? 2 Timothy 3:16 tells us, “All scripture [is]
given by inspiration of God, and [is] profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” Need help,
read the scriptures, need spiritual thoughts, read the scriptures,
need guidance, pray the scriptures. If you want to live correctly,
expose yourself to the Word of God. It will help you deal with
the traces of the world still present in your life.
Our Father’s plan is utterly amazing. We enter a relationship with Him, the Spirit comes to live within us, He prints our
names in the Lamb’s Book of Life, and Heaven becomes our
eternal home. Our part is to sanctify (set apart) our lives and
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persevere (continue) toward the high calling of Christ by
pressing on. For this reason, we must put on the whole armor of
God to conquer the things of this world.
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SPIRITUAL TOOLS FOR WINNING THE
BATTLE

A spiritual war requires spiritual weapons. In Ephesians 6:11-18,
Paul describes the spiritual armor of God. We choose to put on
each piece by faith. Ideally, we put this armor on once and keep
it on indefinitely.
The armor is not mechanical, and it is not magical - it needs
God. God infuses into the armor, and our resources, His power,
and His energy. There is a latent danger present in Christians
who know doctrine, a history of success, and a suﬃcient grip on
practical spiritual principles. They can become satisfied and
lose the desire for a heat-rending, passionate, constant prayer
life. Therefore, Ephesians begins in the heavenlies and ends on
its knees; it is all dependent on prayer - the soul of men moving
in the presence of God.
We win the battle for control over our mind as we 'put on
the whole armor of God.’ The helmet of salvation will serve us
well as we move forward in our relationship with God. The
Apostle Paul writes, "For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal,
but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds; Casting
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down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against
the knowledge of God and bring into captivity every thought to the
obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5).
Each piece of armor is vital in the believer's life. We are to
use them according to God's purpose and power. God has
divine resources for our trials, temptations, and warfare. We
only need to know what is available to us and let God use them
through us.
Our warfare alongside Christ: As Paul sums up the book of
Ephesians in Chapter 6, he tells us that we have all the
resources, all the power, and all the principles to live the Christian life. However, there is one thing left that we need to know,
and it will not be simple living the Christian life! The change
that occurs at your rebirth is more dramatic than the change
that will happen when you die.
Even though we have the power and the principles, our
enemies will try to prevent God’s divine purpose in our lives.
So, in defining the Christian life, the best term to use would be
warfare. Repeatedly in Scripture, we see the Christian life in
terms of combat. Whether you are at the beginning of your
Christian experience or the end of it, you are going to be in the
same battle; and if you think it will get more comfortable, you
are wrong!
The more productive believers become, the harder Satan
will work against you. It has always been a war, and it will never
stop being a war here on earth. However, the longer you fight,
the more victories you will gain; and the higher the strings of
wins, the more confidence you will have in God.
We are the people of God, and we are set in this world to
carry out the goals, plans, and purposes which God Himself
designed. Because of this, God has given us tremendous
resources.
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“What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can
be against us?” (Romans 8:31)
The Bible commands us "to be strong in the Lord and the
power of His might." How do we do this? In our strength? We
alone are no match for the adversary. Further, the Bible
instructs us to "put on the whole armor of God." What is this?
What does this mean? Notice that we must be completely
armed: one or two pieces will not do. And the time to "put it on"
is before the battle begins, not during when you are already on
enemy turf!
"Put on the whole armor of God. . ." God's resources and power
are available to us, but we have a responsibility too. The
strength is God's, yet the commitment must be ours. The
dependence upon God's power and the obedience to put on the
available armor is the only resource the believer needs.
"Put on" in the Greek means, "to put on once and for all." You
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are to put the armor on and leave it on for the rest of your life.
Taking it oﬀ will make you vulnerable at any point.
" For we do not Wrestle Against Flesh and Blood, But
Against Principalities, Against Powers, Against the Rulers of
The Darkness of This Age, Against Spiritual Hosts of Wickedness in The Heavenly Places."
If you are a true believer, as defined in Scripture, and living
in Christ, then you can be sure of one thing, you are going to run
right into the enemy. It is impossible to live for Christ without
having a conflict with Satan. Therefore, Paul urges us that since
we are in a spiritual war, we need to be active in the Lord by
putting on the whole armor of God.
We are all soldiers of the Cross. The question to ask yourself
is: What kind of soldier am I? Do I win? There is no reason to
know anything but victory, and with success comes joy, happiness, contentment, and peace. That is the way God intended it.
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LET’S GET READY TO RUMBLE

THE BELT OF TRUTH
“Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth.”
The Girdle of Truth protects us from Satan's deception. The
only place to find the truth is in God's Word. Ask God to work
His truth into your heart by meditating on and memorizing
scripture. Truth equips the saint of God for the spiritual battle.
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THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS
“AND HAVING ON THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.”

The Breastplate of Righteousness protects our emotions and
helps us counter the temptations of Satan with the truth of
God. Our feelings continuously change. By asking God to
substitute His truth for our beliefs, we see things from His infinite viewpoint. We realize who we are in Christ and the power
we have in His name over the shifting tides of emotion and
circumstance.
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THE GOSPEL OF PEACE
“AND YOUR FEET SHOD WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE
GOSPEL OF PEACE.”

The Sandals of Peace enables us to become peacemakers for
God. The Bible says: "Blessed are the peacemakers for they
shall be called sons of God" (Matthew 5:9). Ask God to help you
recognize the value of receiving and extending peace by faith
daily. As ambassadors for Christ, we share His message of
reconciliation through faith in Jesus Christ. A peacemaker
resolves conflicts, not creates them.
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THE SHIELD OF FAITH
“ABOVE ALL, TAKING THE SHIELD OF FAITH, WHEREWITH YE
SHALL BE ABLE TO QUENCH ALL THE FIERY DARTS OF THE
WICKED.”

The Shield of Faith covers us from the fiery attacks of the
enemy. The shield Paul described completely covered the
warrior. No matter how ferocious the attack, the protection of
faith provides safe cover for the child of God. The shield of
faith defuses two of Satan's most deadly weapons, unbelief, and
doubt.
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THE HELMET OF SALVATION
“AND TAKE THE HELMET OF SALVATION.”

The Helmet of Salvation protects our minds, Satan's primary
target. As we put on the helmet of salvation and ask the Lord to
make His thoughts our thoughts, we respond with the mind of
Christ to the enemy's attacks.
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THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT - WHICH IS
THE WORD OF GOD
“AND THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT, WHICH IS THE WORD OF
GOD.”

The Sword of the Spirit is the Word of God. It is the only
weapon that can be used oﬀensively and defensively. Find a
passage of Scripture that pertains to your need, apply its promise, and stand firm in the faith.
Spiritual warfare is a daily battle. Put on the spiritual armor
of God and keep it on indefinitely. At first, it may seem
awkward, but it is preparation for eventual victory and great
rejoicing.
God looks to draw us to obedience through love. Satan seeks to entice
us to disobey through lust.
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THE VICTORY IS YOURS IN CHRIST!

Resisting conformity to the world and embracing the transformation that comes in Jesus Christ is His Purpose and Will for
our new life. Resist our old life at all costs. Flee youthful lusts
and resist the devil and he will flee.
Renewing your mind is the opposite of the world's
conformity. The battleground between conforming to the world
and transformation is within the Spirit of the believer. Christians must think diﬀerently.
The problem with many believers is they live a life based on
feelings or only concerned about doing what is comfortable. This
life by feeling and doing will never know the transforming power of
God because they ignore the renewing of the mind. Feelings are
entirely insuﬃcient for building a firm foundation. For Paul,
this transformation and renewing of our minds take place as we
behold the face of God, spending time in His glory.
Satan’s primary goal is to discourage and defeat you. Peter
tells us he “Prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to
devour. But resist him, firm up your faith, knowing that the
171

The Victory is Yours in Christ!

same experience of suﬀering is being accomplished by your
brethren who are in the world. And after you have suﬀered for
a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal
glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and
establish you” (1 Peter 5:8-10).
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THE TRUTH WILL SET YOU FREE, SO
READ AND BELIEVE

RESIST THE ENEMY: Do not give in to his words of
discouragement. Focus on Christ and His Word to
you through Scripture.
STAND FIRM IN THE FAITH: God has given you
the victory, not because of who you are, but because
of who lives within you.
YOU ARE NOT ALONE IN YOUR STRUGGLES:
Countless others have faced fiery trials, and God
does not abandon anyone.
CALCULATE THE VICTORY: God honors
obedience. Do not give up. He rewards those who
hang tough during tough times.
PUT YOUR TRUST IN GOD: The world brings
disappointment, but Jesus Christ is our real source
of unfailing hope and eternal encouragement. He
alone holds the victory.
FIGHT THE BATTLE MENTALLY Before You Step
onto the Battlefield. God will show you how to
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approach the situation if you ask for His wisdom.
Make a firm profession of faith: "God, I trust You. I
know you are with me."
REAFFIRM THE BATTLE IS NOT YOURS BUT
GOD’S. It is God's battle; His honor is at stake. Your
role is to follow His leading and wait for His blessing
obediently.
RECKON THE VICTORY EVEN BEFORE YOU
SEE IT COMING. A conquering faith believes the
victory is God’s and that He will bring deliverance
despite the odds.
WAIT FOR HIS TIMING, AND DO NOT RUSH
AHEAD OF GOD. His timing is perfect. Never react
out of anger. Make it your goal to respond in faith.
FIGHT THE BATTLE GOD’S WAY, NOT IN
HUMAN ABILITY. God will use your talents, but
He wants to receive glory. Just as God empowered
David, He will direct and strengthen the tools He
gives you.
FIGHT WITH CONFIDENCE. Nothing is more
powerful than God. He sovereignly promises to love
and protect you.
TRUST GOD FOR THE VICTORY. The victory may
not come overnight. It could take a few hours, days,
months, or even years. But remember, God has not
forgotten you, and in His timing, He will make all
things beautiful.
The victory is ours only if the armor is on. Our confidence is in the
Lord; so, never take your armor oﬀ!
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PRAYING ALWAYS

What a powerful spiritual weapon prayer is. In this spiritual
warfare, prayer is often the deciding factor in the spiritual
battle. “Praying with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit,
watching with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints;
and for pray for me, [Paul says,] that utterance may be given unto
me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery
of the gospel.” (Ephesians 6:18-19)
Praying and seeking God should be a top priority in the
believer's life. It is mentioned over 500 times in the Scriptures.
Everyone can exercise this fantastic resource. It is a ministry for
many, and the most crucial activity aﬀorded a believer.
Incredibly, we each have a priority connection directly into
the Throne Room of the Universe! It is fantastic to realize that this
astonishing resource is so available and so rarely used. It is unquestionably the most potent weapon we could have. And it is the
deciding factor in spiritual warfare.
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REMEMBER ALWAYS:

If God answers your prayer, He is increasing your
faith.
If He delays, He is increasing your patience.
If He does not answer, He has something better
for you.
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A PROMISE

“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he
will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to
you...” (James 4:7-8)
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A PRAYER

Dear God, give me the wisdom and strength to resist the devil
and draw closer and closer to you, for you are my refuge and in
you do I trust. AMEN
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PRESSING ON TOWARD THE IMAGE OF
CHRIST

The writer of Hebrews likened the Christian life to running in
the Olympics. We that run in a race should put everything we
have got into winning. Let us note that we are not running a
human race where only one receives the prize. Our competition
is spiritual, and we are running ours alone. Of course, we have
God running alongside us.
You are not trying to beat other believers over the finish line.
The only competitor is you, and the competition is the weights
and the sins that might stumble your life oﬀ course. Lay aside
the old life, sin not, resist the devil and let God be your running
track. Stay focused on Jesus and keep within your line.
When taking part in sports activities, it is incredible what
people are willing to go through for a corruptible crown. How
much more should we be ready to live a disciplined life for the
incorruptible crown awaiting us at our finished line?
Paul declared of himself that he had fought a good fight, he
had finished his race and was now looking to standing before
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the Judge, to receive his reward, the crown of righteousness which
the Lord our righteous Judge shall give not only to him but to
all who loves His appearing.
The necessity of laying aside every weight and running with
patience is critical to our success. If we are to win this race, we
must not only put aside every pressure, but we must keep our
eye on the goal - Jesus. He is your focused target and finish line
in the race.
To the Philippians, Paul spoke of pressing toward the mark
and pressing toward the goal. Since so great a cloud of
witnesses surrounds us, we should look at their life of faith and
accomplishments through faith. They witness to us of what
hope can do when we exercise it in our own lives. Their lives
bear witness to us of the value of walking with God.
We continuously try to assemble the Christmas toys for our
children, avoiding reading the instruction manual at all costs.
When all else fails, we turn to our last resort and open the
manual supplied us. Once we begin to follow the instructions,
our project takes shape. Moreover, we understand why instructions came with our purchase.
This scenario plays out throughout our entire life, especially when it comes to our walk with God. Our prayer life does
not fare much better. We develop a plan for our life and then
ask God to bless it. A fiery trial comes our way, and we seek
every solution known to man before we commit it to prayer.
When we finally in faith, turn it over to God in prayer, we
receive the answers, help, strength, and patience to endure the
trials of life.
Jesus is the author of our faith. He is the one who has
planted faith in our hearts, and He is also the finisher of our
faith. “Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a
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good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ”
(Philippians 1:6).
God will complete that which concerns us. So, having
begun, He continues His work in our lives. He is the author, the
finisher, the beginning, the end. He said, "I am the Alpha and
the Omega; the beginning and the end…" (Revelation 1:8, 1:11,
21:6, 22:13). He is the finisher of everything.
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“THE EXCELLENCY OF THE KNOWLEDGE
OF CHRIST”

Paul’s teaching in Philippians 3:7-14 gives us great insight as to
how to live the resurrected life and how to press on in Christ
Jesus. That I may know him and the power of his resurrection,
we all should want to know Him in the power of His resurrection. And more fully, “the excellency of the knowledge of Christ.”
To know HIM is more than merely to read a doctrine about Him.
Believers come not only to redemption but to the Redeemer
Himself.
That I may know him—in truth and righteousness and the
power of His resurrection, being justified through faith in the
work of the Cross and raised spiritually with Him, finding our
identification with Him in this, as in all the acts of His
redeeming work for us, the power of the Divine Spirit, which
raised Him from literal death, is the same, which raises
believers from spiritual death now and shall raise their bodies
from literal death hereafter.
Paul moves on to the fellowship of his suﬀerings (Philip185
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pians 3:10). I like power, but I do not like misery. If Jesus
suﬀered for us, we should suﬀer for Him. All true believers will
enter the fellowship of His suﬀerings, for this strengthens our
faith and produces maturity in our new life. The lessons we
learn will prepare us for any trial we might face.
Partaking in the fellowship of His suﬀerings—becomes
our identification with Him. He bore all our suﬀerings, so we
take part in His. It is part of God’s will for our lives to purify and
mature us for His glory.
Our flesh always rebels against suﬀering. We like the power,
but we do not like pain. We do not even like it when someone
we love is suﬀering through a trial. The disciples found it diﬃcult to handle this truth when Jesus started talking about the
suﬀering that He was to experience. Peter cried out, “Lord, be
that far from thee.” And Jesus said, “Get thee behind me, Satan, you
oﬀend me…. “(Matthew 16:23-24).
It was the natural cry of man, “Spare yourself from
suﬀering.” But Paul is willing to follow Jesus to the Cross. “I
want to know him; I want to know him completely.” Yes, the power
of the resurrection, but you can never know the power until you
have, first, known the Cross.
Paul’s goal in running and winning his race is threefold:
1. That he might be found in Jesus Christ: Not having
his righteousness, the self-righteousness that comes
by keeping the law. But the righteousness that is
imputed by God because of his faith in Jesus Christ.
2. That he might know Christ, through the power of
His resurrection and the fellowship of His suﬀering,
thus, becoming like Him in His death.
3. To apprehend that for which he was apprehended:
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Paul was aware that God had a purpose for his life,
and he wanted to fulfill it. God has a purpose for our
lives, and our goal should be to carry out that
purpose for which we were apprehended.
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LET JESUS BE YOUR RUNNING COACH
THROUGH LIFE

We must keep our focus on Jesus Christ and His purpose for
our lives. Jesus was talking to Peter about how he was to die for
Christ, turning toward John, he asked: “But what about him?”
Jesus, as much as said, “That’s none of your business, you just
stay focused on Me.” Many times, we, like Peter, are saying, “But
what about them?” Jesus would urge us to focus upon Him and
run our race in faith and the power of the Holy Spirit.
Let Jesus be your life coach. The one who created the
universe and held it together. The one who always was always
is, and always will be. Christ is the Alpha and the Omega, the
author, and the finisher of our faith.
Paul said, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course,
I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at
that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his
appearing” (2 Timothy 4:7).
God has given every man a measure of faith. The faith that
we have in our heart is a gift of God. Paul said, “By grace are you
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saved through faith, and that not of yourself; it’s a gift of God. Not of
works lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8). Our salvation,
the faith by which we believe, is God’s gift. In I Corinthians 12,
Paul lists faith as one of the gifts of the Spirit.
Scripture portrays the Christian life as a walk. It speaks of
walking in the Spirit, walking in the flesh, walking in the light,
walking in darkness, walking in love, and walking in the truth.
The Lord made a bold statement about faith, “Jesus answered
and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt
not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if
ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast
into the sea; it shall be done. And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask
in prayer, believing, ye shall receive” (Matthew 21:21-22).
Many believers have never experienced the power of the
risen life. They have stayed away from the fellowship of the
suﬀering and crucified life. I want to hold on to the things of
the flesh. I do not want to see it nailed to the Cross. But you will
never know the life of the resurrected Christ until you have first
experienced the fellowship of His suﬀerings.
Some believers feel they have reached, or they have
achieved their spiritual walk. But Paul, the apostle said, “Look, I
don’t consider that I have attained; I don’t look at myself as
being perfect, the work of the Lord is not yet complete in me.”
Conforming to the likeness of His death,” namely, by
degrading of the bodily self.” Thus, it ensures the believer to
be “accounted worthy to obtain the resurrection from the
dead…” (Luke 20:35). And, “The resurrection of the just…” (Luke
14:14). When the Lord apprehended us, He did so with grace
and mercy. He said, “I have chosen you and ordained you that you
should be my disciple…” (John 15:16) so, we turn to follow Him in
faith.
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WINNING THE CROWN OF VICTORY

Behold the finish line of the race we are running, winning the
crown of victory, with our course completed, and perfection
reached. When we are looking up in Jesus’ face, just overwhelmed by His glory and love, we will say, “I finally have
apprehended that for which I was apprehended. The Lord
intended for me, to be with Him in His kingdom, to share with
Him His glory.
Paul knows where the finish line is, how to reach it, and
what prize awaits him. Therefore, he has a plan to win, “but
this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and
reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14).
Looking back is sure to end in going back! The story of Lot’s
wife tells us what happens when we take our eyes oﬀ the prize.
God’s Word to us is as it was to Israel, “Speak unto the children
of Israel that they go forward” (Exodus 14:15). The Bible is our
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landmark to show us whether we are progressing or backsliding.
You will never know the life of the resurrected Christ until
you have experienced the fellowship of His suﬀerings. It is all
part of following Jesus and being in Christ. As the children of
God, we get to be part of the family of pain: “If children, then
heirs – heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ, if indeed we suﬀer for
Him, that we may also be glorified together” (Romans 8:17).
Being in Christ is conforming to His death to reach His
resurrected life. Christians called according to His purpose
will find it a necessary path to maturity, this resurrection life
right now, and the ultimate resurrection from the dead. The
suﬀering is worth it, considering the greatness of the goal of
transformation into His image, from death unto Eternal Life!
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SO PROFOUND THIS GOD WE SERVE

FINALLY, all things work together for good for those in Christ.
There was “No Room in the Inn” for Baby Jesus, so He was
born in a stable filled with the smell of livestock.
We might think that the Son of God, our Redeemer, and the
King of Kings and Lord of Lord’s deserved a Five Star Hotel.
However, the fulfillment of the prophecy was satisfied in this
stable. Thus, preparing the way for our salvation.
Because Jesus endured the trials on earth (but without sin),
He can promise that we will be moving out of our stables here
on earth into the Father’s house one day. “. . . In my Father's house
are many mansions, and if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again, and receive you unto myself” (John 14:1-4).
How profound was this, born in a manger with no room in
the inn, growing up a carpenter being the Son of God, now
building mansions in Heaven for His Bride. Hallelujah!
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A PROMISE

“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the
glory of God through us.” (2 Corinthians 1:20-NKJV)
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A PRAYER

“May the LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD to make
His face shine upon you and be gracious to you; The LORD lift
His countenance upon you, And give you peace.”
AMEN
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AFTERTHOUGHTS

GOD’S PATH – GOD’S WORD – GOD’S HEART
The Good News is we have a roadmap to follow, and it is the
WORD of GOD. If we lack understanding, ask God in prayer,
and He will increase our faith to understand His wisdom and
truth.
Following is an excellent roadmap to guide us and equip us
to apply His Word as we move toward eternity. Keeping our
eyes upon the prize that is in Christ Jesus, let us commit
ourselves to the leading and inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The
Word will lead you, instruct you, mature you, protect you, and
supply a way to escape the fiery trials of life.
Knowledge is the Apprehension of TRUTH in one’s mind,
but Wisdom is the Application of TRUTH to one’s life.
"But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves" (James 1:22).
THE GOAL OF THE WORD: To “study to shew thyself
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Afterthoughts

approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).
THE PURPOSE OF THE WORD: “All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Timothy
3:16-17).
THE QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE WORD:
Are there any Examples for me to Follow?
Are there any Commands for me to Obey?
Are there any Errors for me to Avoid?
Are there any SINS for me to Forsake?
Are there any New Thoughts about GOD Himself?
Are there any Promises for me to Apply?
Are there any Principles I must Accept?
THE PROMISE FROM THE WORD: “But the Comforter,
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he
shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you” (John 14:26).
"Thy WORD is a Lamp unto my Feet and a Light unto my Path.”
(Psalm 119: 105)

200

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
SELECTIVE BIOGRAPHY ON AUTHOR BRAD WYRICK

Brad's Purpose as an author is to help people connect with God
through the Truth of God's Word. He has a passion for New
Believers in Christ and has written and taught Bible Studies for
over thirty years. Hearing God's voice, pursuing God's purpose,
applying God's truth, and conforming into the image of Christ
is what each of his books will always aim to communicate.
Wyrick grew up in California during the 1960s and 1970s
and took part in both the Hippie and Jesus movements. One of
the reasons Brad is especially grateful for God’s forgiveness is
because of the former life God reconciled. Even though Brad
accepted Christ in a church tent in California (Calvary Chapel)

in 1969, Brad himself will admit he was far from being a saint
during many seasons of his life.
Since rededicating his life to the Lord in 1978, Brad has had
a love for and voracious appetite for the Word of God. He
moved into a discipleship home run by Christians (The Lord’s
House) and spent a year there studying the Bible and building a
foundation in Christ.
Continuing to pursue his Purpose in Life, he then attended
Calvary Chapel Bible College in the mountains of Arrowhead
in California. Brad taught New Believer Classes at Calvary
Chapel Costa Mesa and the Vineyard Church in Newport
Beach. Also, leading Kinship groups and Small groups over the
years.
BOOKS PUBLISHED BY BRAD WYRICK
In and Out of the World, 1977
Son Runners, 2017
God’s Promises, Principles, and Provisions, 2017
God’s Past Promises Meet our Present Response, 2018
How to Discover, Design & Apply Your God-Given Life Mission,
2018
# “No Room in The Inn?”, 2019
I AM The Promise Keeper, 2020
I AM The Image Maker, 2020
Website: www.followmeintoeternity.com
Author Page: www.amazon.com/Brad-Wyrick/
Follow Me Group: https://www.facebook.com/wyrick.brad/
Following
Jesus
into
Eternal
Life.
Contact:
ryderwrite@cox.net

AUTHOR BRAD WYRICK is Committed to
following Jesus into eternity. . .
Brad’s purpose is to help New Believers
comprehend and apply God’s Word in their
life. With this passion, he has penned eight
faith-based books. Developed and taught
Bible Studies for over thirty years.
His consulting business of ten years brings
a wealth of expertise to the table. Now, his
passion is to reflect the image of Christ in
every venture in life.
TAP - CLICK – FOLLOW – SUBSCRIBE - BUY

“To know Him and make Him Known.”

