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INTRODUCTION

# 'No Room in the Inn?’ will take us from humanity falling hard
in the Garden of Eden to believers being crown wearers in
heaven. We will learn what God’s Word says about trials and
temptations. Believing our Lord has a divine purpose for our
trials will help us to respond based upon scripture and not our
feelings.
Studying the ministry of Christ, it’s clear that God is more
concerned about our character than our comfort. His goal is not to
pamper us physically but to perfect us spiritually. Never forget that
comfort is a definite feeling of any given moment; Character is for
eternity!
My wife has always been concerned about where baby
Jesus was born. Foremost, there wasn't even “Room in the Inn”
for this precious child. After all, wasn't He God's Son and our
Redeemer? Though He is the King of Kings, He was born in a
stable filled with the smell of livestock. The fulfillment of the
prophecy was satisfied in this stable. Thus, preparing the way for our
salvation.
Sometimes we feel there’s “No Room in the Inn” for us. Our
life takes a direction we had not planned. The trials of life
ix
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consume us to the point of wanting to give up. A Five-Star Hotel
is not in the budget. We begin listening to all the lies from our
enemy to end up questioning God Himself.
Satan’s greatest weapon is man’s ignorance of God’s Word!
Additionally, half of the truth is the worst part of the lie. With
every temptation, there is a lie involved. (1) The Prove It Lie, (2)
The “For It Is Written” Lie, and (3) The Short Cut Lie. The devil
deceived Eve in the garden with these lies while Jesus was victorious in the wilderness.
God is setting up His eternal kingdom, and He uses the fiery
trials of life to build our faith, mature us, lead us, deliver us,
and develop character within us. Foremost, tests are one-way
God's plan can merge with His purpose for our lives.
So, it’s critical to understand the purpose of trials so to
know what to do, how to do it, when to do it, why we are doing it,
what happens if we don’t do it and what are our rewards for
doing it right? A great insight is we embrace trials while resisting
temptations. We must get it right here on earth, so to be right
when we arrive in heaven. Remember, there are no do-overs once
we leave this life behind.
Absolute belief in God's Word is mandatory for every
believer. From receiving Jesus Christ, having your sins forgiven
to taking part in His promises, and receiving eternal life. The
Bible is God's revelation of Himself to man. The only way to
know the truth about God is through His Word-JESUS. Scripture should always be at the threshold of every decision we face
because the Bible Is God’s Mind Written Down. Jesus is reciting
Himself.
Discerning the origin of trials helps formulate the proper
response to them and uncovers God’s purposes behind them. Are
they from the devil, our carnal mind, imposed by a fallen world
and the people around us, or something God would have us
embrace? Discovering the purpose of trials, how to overcome
them, how to be obedient during them, how to grow because of
x
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them will lay the foundation to ". . . Count it all joy" when these
fiery trials appear.
Jesus is dead serious about His Word; in fact, He died to
keep His Word. He says that we must be born again of the Spirit,
enter the fellowship of His suﬀering, conformed into His image,
and live in the power of His resurrection. We’re also told to do
good works on earth, lay our treasures up in heaven, and seek the
kingdom of God more than anything else. Knowing that the
truth will set us free, we will rely on the author and finisher of our
faith (Jesus) to teach us the doctrinal truth in everything.
Since faith is our lifeline to God, we will believe the good news
that God is for us and not against us. He can use any situation
in life to bless us. For example, because Mary and Joseph
endured the “No Room in the Inn” trial, our Savior was born to
die on the CROSS for WHOSOEVER would in faith believe,
receive, and be saved eternally. Although salvation is free, we
must repent of our sins and give God control over our lives. Our
sojourn begins at our conversion, and He has much to do
through us in this lifetime.
Finally, there was “No Room in the Inn” for Jesus, yet that didn’t
stop Him from fulfilling His purpose! Because Jesus endured the
trials on earth (but without sin), He can promise that we will be
moving out of our stables here on earth into the Father’s house
one day. “. . . In my Father's house are many mansions, And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto
myself. . .” (John 14:1-4).
May these writings, I share lead you in faith to believe God’s
Word and apply it to your life daily. As a future crown wearer in
heaven know that there is always room in His inn for you.
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HITTING ROCK BOTTOM SAVED MY LIFE

"For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD,
thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope."
(Jeremiah 29:11 NKJV).
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MY ROCK BOTTOM JOURNEY

I grew up during the 1960s and 1970s, taking part in both the
Hippie and Jesus movements. While trying to live both
lifestyles, I hadn't a chance. So, this is my 'Hitting Rock Bottom'
story, and I pray that you will look for eternal lessons to apply
in your life.
We come to our Lord Jesus Christ for one reason or the
other. There are various decisions made in life that bring us to
our knees. Some of us have hit rock bottom, and some believe it
because it's the right thing to do, and others expect to receive a
promise that only God can make and keep. For me, it was
hitting rock bottom and selfishly wanting God to bless me and
give me hope for my life in 1971.
When I received Christ Jesus as my personal Lord and Savior, I
was a Hippie, a drug addict, a drug dealer — accumulating 28
arrests for my sins and crimes. I share this as a statement of fact
and testament to my bondage.
Three of my arrests happened in two weeks; for possession
of sales of LSD and other drugs. I used two diﬀerent alias
names, and they released me without bail, with my written
promise to return for trial, the first two times. In the third
3
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arrest, I had my real ID card with me. So, with the ID and figure
prints, they figured it all out. So, there, I sat in jail with three
court cases pending.
I was a fool, so I played the fool. I wanted to be diﬀerent but
not make a diﬀerence. Being the first one to wear bell-bottoms
and love beads to school, only to become the first one arrested
for selling drugs on campus. My being diﬀerent made a lasting
diﬀerence for the ones buying my poison.
Sin has ramifications on the individual, their circle of
family, and friends. Justly, we do reap what we sow. Sin has
consequences that aﬀect us momentarily, seasonally, generationally, and in some cases; eternally.
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A VOICE OF REASON

A Christian friend visited me in jail and once again shared the
GOOD NEWS of forgiveness, deliverance, and salvation with
me. He told me that God not only wanted to save me but also
restore me and deliver me from all my court problems.
He shared some paraphrased promises with me that God
would work in me and through me to change my life and help
with my court cases. I believed these promises were correct,
and I accepted Christ as my Lord and Savior. I made a promise
to God to change my life according to His will and plan. I
wanted Jesus to deliver me from my sins, but my alternative
motive was to be set free from jail.
The only promise that applied to my life at that time was
Eternal Salvation in Christ. I just assumed that all of God’s
promises would be mine for the taking. I felt that He would
always forgive me of my sins. This statement is true when we
repent and forsake the sin. However, we can't consistently keep
sinning just because He forgives
His promise of salvation came true because I was born
again! My Spirit, soul, and body became alive in Christ, and it
5
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blew my mind. God started to work in my life. I went to court
for a bail hearing, and they freely set me free. I didn't have to
post a bond, only wait for my court dates. To God be the glory, for
He was coming through for me.
This act of grace was God's way of confirming His desire to
work in me. He promised to set me free in Him and not necessarily just to set me free from jail. My freedom from imprisonment was an added blessing because of His love for me.
I was on FIRE FOR GOD and was going to share Jesus with
everyone. Maybe I’d be a preacher, a teacher, a fisher of men, or
the next Billy Graham. But a funny thing happened on the way to
MY PLANS FOR GOD. He had HIS PLANS for my life! His
purpose for me needed to discover according to His will and
timing. My Spirit was willing, but my flesh was weak.
Void of understanding His Word, I went back into the
world, interacting with my so-called friends and decided to
share the Lord with them. Of course, they did not buy a word I
said and had their own opinions on the entire situation. They
told me God had set me free from jail, so I could leave the
country and avoid prosecution.
Taking this strategic advice, I found myself leaving California and God behind and heading toward Canada to begin
my eight years of running from the life He wanted for me. Meeting
many like-minded people along the way and accelerating my
drug intake, trying to fill the void in my life with destructive
vices. But God would not play that game with me; He wanted to
fill my void with His Spirit.
Reaching the Canadian border authorities denied my entry.
God had turned me back, for this was not His plan for my life.
The Holy Spirit was chastening me, and God was still speaking
to me in a still small voice. However, being such a talented
sinful person; I walked across the border, pursuing my hiding
place.
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Within a few months, they arrested and deported me. From
one jail to the next, one sin to another, God was pursuing me,
and I in my heart knew it. Always finding myself halfway
between here and there with God, I just moved on to my next
hiding place despite what might come my way.
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HIDING IN PLAIN SIGHT

Adan and Eve tried to cover their sins and nakedness with fig leaves,
but God knew what they had done. Likewise, I can't hide my
sins from God because, as Mark 4:22-23 tells us, “For there is
nothing hidden which will not be revealed, nor has anything been
kept secret but that it should come to light. “If anyone has ears to
hear, let him hear.”
I was hiding in plain sight of God doing whatever I thought
was right in my mind. He never condoned my sins or stopped
loving me through my time of rebellion. He protected me so
many times from myself and death, while the Holy Spirit
continued to pursue me.
Once after being rob at gunpoint, for the third time, of my
drugs and money, I escaped with my life only to fall asleep at
the wheel driving home. My van ran into the center of the highway. There were no barriers between me and oncoming traﬃc,
just grass. I was waking up to finding myself sitting in the
passenger seat. The engine keys turned oﬀ, and my Bible was
lying outside my van. Of course, my Bible went everywhere
with me because I was still trying to get right with God. Divine
intervention, who knows. Things like this happened a lot because
9

Hiding In Plain Sight

God is merciful, and He was always getting my attention
through diverse situations in my life.
Over the years, I rededicated my life to God many times but
never built a firm foundation in His Word. I was living a miserable life. The Holy Spirit was chastening me to repent and
return to God. Although this kept me from enjoying my sins, it
proved God's love for me. He only pursues those He loves, and
He would continue to invade my life until I surrendered.
During my life on the run from God, I experienced the
reality of the following scripture: But it has happened to them
according to the true proverb: “A dog returns to his vomit,” and,
“a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire” (2 Peter
2:22).
Once you have received Jesus as your Savior and experienced His forgiveness, nothing else will fill the void God
created in humanity. This search for Eternal fulfillment will
only be satisfied through growing in the grace and faith of God
in pursuit of His purpose for your life.
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HITTING MY ROCK BOTTOM BEFORE
TURNING TO GOD

The eight years of playing hide and seek with God continued
through many cities and states. I was working on my tan eating
coconuts on the beaches of Hawaii, building tractors and eating
corn-on-the cobb in Iowa, to cutting my hair in New York
attending the opera. While changing locations and pursuits, I
still had one major problem; wherever I went there, I was also.
Arriving in the Twin Cities of Minnesota, of all places, I spent
three years planting my roots. With three steps forward and two
steps back, I tried to recommit my life to Christ. I attended a
Church where some people shot up heroin before singing
praises to the Lord. I loved the people, but God didn’t want me
worshiping there. I did find a great Church and Ministry and
began to grow. Then I moved into a Church Home only to
discover it was a Cult. Praise God for He gave me a way to
escape…, (1 Corinthians 10:13).
Always blaming God for every dreadful thing, I brought upon
myself. I was never giving Him the Glory for all the right things.
Even when He saved my life or delivered me from Satan’s fiery
darts, He was still calling me home, but I just kept making bad
decisions.
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My final rock bottom (there were a few) was in 1978, there in
Minnesota when I was snorting dirt from my carpet in hopes of
inhaling some cocaine. With that reflection in my mind and
total fear for my life, I decided to hitchhike back to California
the next day. Determined to take care of my warrants, answer
for my sins, reap the consequences of what I had sowed, and
truly rebuild my life in Christ.
PRAISE REPORT: God delivered me from every mindaltering chemical that very night. Where I once consumed one
kind or another almost every day, I have never wanted to get
high since. Praise be to God for His mercy. As the story goes, if
God can do this for me, He will certainly do it for you. "But let
him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like
a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed” (James 1:6).
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the
Father in my name, he will give it to you. Hitherto have ye
asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your
joy may be full…," (John 16:23-24).
During my travels back to sunny California, I found myself
in a thunderstorm. Crying out to God for a ride and reminding
Him of my righteous intentions. A miserable hour later, a car
stopped, and the driver told me he would take me to California.
Divine intervention, who knows. He took me to the doorstep of
my friend that led me to God. We had time to make it to
Calvary Chapel, and I rededicated my life to Jesus Christ.
The next day I went to Superior Court to turn myself in
expecting nothing in return from my recommitment the night
before. God intervened utterly, and they dropped all charges!
God is faithful, and He is the Promise Keeper. He didn't just want
to set me free from jail eight years earlier; He tried to set me
free from myself forever.
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WHEN DOES GOD FULFILL A PROMISE?

The short answer is 'In His Time.' We want instant answers to
every question and solutions to the problems facing us in life.
We try claiming God's promises made in scripture without
understanding the principles behind them. We need patience
and understanding in waiting on the Lord. Peter explains an
essential truth concerning God's timetable, “But, beloved, do not
forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day” (2 Peter 3:8).
Therefore, God’s ways are not our ways. We ask in faith and
believe that God will supply everything in His timing. Peter
goes on to say, “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as
some count slackness, but is longsuﬀering toward us, not willing that
any should perish but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter
3:9).
So, how long does it take for God to fulfill a promise? That
depends on us. In my case, it took eight wasted years that should
have been time seeking God’s will. Although my salvation came
to me by faith through grace, I neglected to seek God first and
His Kingdom. Not building my foundation on the solid Rock of
His Word, my house of sand had no chance of surviving.
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The book of Matthew teaches that obedience to God’s Word
is the tools for building a firm foundation, "Therefore whoever
hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise
man who built his house on the rock: "and the rain descended, the
floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did
not fall, for it was founded on the rock. "But everyone who hears
these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish
man who built his house on the sand: "and the rain descended, the
floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, and it fell.
And great was its fall" (Matthew 7:24-27).
Great was the fall of my house of sand because I had no
guidance and no relationship with fellow Christians in my life.
Therefore, I had listened to my worldly friends deciding their
counsel was the best advice for me to follow. It was just more
comfortable, familiar, but very destructive. As the saying goes,
“Change is great, but you go first.”
During my years running from God, I added more sins and
problems needing His forgiveness and grace. However, coming
full circle, He delivered on His promise to protect me and give
me from myself. He is faithful and true to His promises! One
guarantee truly applies to my life because God was willing to
work in me, through me, and despite me. The Apostle Paul
points this promise out to us, "Being confident of this very thing
that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the
day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).
Summing up my journey: It was my lack of understanding
of the purposes and principles of God's promises. He is faithful
to His Word and will support us as we diligently seek Him in
faith. He has patience in waiting for our response to His calling
on our lives. “God is not willing that any should perish but that
all should come to repentance…,” (2 Peter 3:9).
The rest of this book will focus on knowing what to do
when you feel there is “No Room in The Inn” for you, how the
trials of life will mature you by living out God’s purpose
14
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through you. Knowing God will protect us with His guidance
through anything set before us. You will learn how to embrace
trials while resisting the temptations of life joyfully.
We will discover the purpose of trials, how to overcome
them, how to be obedient during them, and how to grow
because of them. By building a firm foundation upon the rock
of God, we will stand with assurance to ". . . Count it all joy"
when these fiery trials appear. Foremost, tests are one-way God's
plan can merge with His purpose for our lives.
Scripture teaches that for every promise, there are principles we must follow. These principles become the processes for
applying His truth. God's procedures and provisions are the
glue that holds together His perfect plan of eternal life. God's
living water is the life source for everything about anything.
From salvation to the armor of God, through fiery trials,
prayers, and dwelling in heavenly places.
In the chapters to come, we will set up the right relationship with our Father. Knowing that the truth will set us free, we
will rely on the author and finisher of our faith (Jesus) to teach us
His inspired Word.
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THE PROMISE FROM THE WORD

“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things
to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you” (John
14:26).
"Thy WORD is a Lamp unto my Feet and a Light unto my Path"
(Psalm 119: 105).
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A PRAYER

Dear Lord, I am grateful that You have made a way for me to
move from death to life. Remind me that this is a gift of Your
grace, and not a result of anything I have done, or can do. Keep
me aware that the "old man" in me will always look to draw me
back to that way of death. May I trust and apply the Word in
everything about life. Teach me eternal lessons to share with
others. I pray these things in the gracious name of Jesus,
AMEN.
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2

FALLING HARD IN THE GARDEN

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

H

alf of the truth is the worst part of the lie. The problem
with half-truths is that when we believe them, we
receive the consequences of that decision. Half-truths are inciting, pleasant, and more natural path to take. Satan told Eve half
of God's truth, deceiving her into partaking of the fruit of the
tree. That decision resulted in the fall of man and the curses
pronounced upon Satan, Adam, and Eve. Everyone today is
experiencing the ramifications of their decision each day we
live on earth.
Satan later tried this deception on Jesus in the wilderness,
but Jesus wisely used the WORD to overcome the temptations.
Jesus replies to every lie by speaking the Word of Truth; “For it
is written . . . Worship the Lord thy God" (Matthew 4:10).
The greatest and most deceptive half-truth conceived by
man is that "ALL ROADS LEAD TO GOD.” This eternally
destructive lie states that since God is love, and you’re a good
person, God will never send you to hell. The whole and
complete truth are that all roads do lead to God but for distinct
20
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reasons and diﬀerent ends: believers for their rewards and nonbelievers for judgment.
I think Alice-in-Wonderland said, "If you don't know where
you are going, any road will get you there." I am sure she was
referring to the rabbit hole roads in her fairy tale. Maybe this is
what people are miss quoting when they say, "All roads lead to
Heaven." We will learn as we progress in this book what
happens with this kind of Half-Truth-Thinking.
Indeed, God doesn't send anyone to hell. We alone choose
between heaven or hell according to our belief in or rejection of
Jesus Christ. Those who accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior
will receive eternal life. Those who deny Christ will, by that
decision alone, separate themselves from God for all eternity.
Free choice can either be a gift or a curse.
When tempted, there is a lie involved, and we must use the
Word of God to overcome Satan. THE PROVE IT LIE, THE
“FOR IT IS WRITTEN” LIE, and THE SHORT CUT LIE. Eve
had the misfortune of being deceived by these lies. On the
other hand, they were unsuccessful with Jesus in the
wilderness.
The temptation is familiar to us all. We will face it for the
rest of our lives. There is no escape other than through Jesus.
Spiritual maturity only causes Satan to increase pressure. The
devil attacks us in all areas of our life, trying to deceive us and
draw us away from our walk with God. The Word of God helps
us to overcome the things of this world.
The devil tempts us in these three areas:
1. Tempted to let our flesh dominate and rule over the
Spirit. Sadly, we allow our flesh to get its way when
we know in our Spirit and soul, and our actions
would be displeasing to God.
2. We try to test God by misusing His Word and by
looking for loopholes to do what we want to do.
21
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3. And finally, tempted to take shortcuts, to find ways
of getting satisfaction and fulfillment without going
the direction of the Cross and picking it up daily to
follow Jesus. We need to resist Satan’s lies with God’s
truth.
Understand, these lies are to tempt us to deny our Christ.
But know that what comes out of the mouth of God is the
number one priority in life. Speaking His TRUTH will protect
our lives and bring glory to Him. Life should be about uninterrupted fellowship with God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. Falling for lies, consumed by the things of
this world, will not fulfill God's purpose for our lives.

22

ONE UNWISE DECISION — ONE
MIGHTY FALL

GOD’S instruction to Adam and Eve was that they could eat
any fruit in the Garden of Eden except one. He said: “But of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat, for in the
day that you eat of it you shall surely die” (Genesis 2:17).
We so often try to assemble something without the owner’s
manual. Likewise, we try to win a spiritual battle without the
armor of God protecting us. Sadly, prayer becomes the final cry
for God’s help after first trying all carnal options and worsening
the problem through our misguided self-determination!
God created everything in the Garden for Adam and Eve to
eternally enjoy. However, He gave them one commandment to
obey, and they failed by listening to the lies of the serpent. Paraphrased, "don't eat it, or you will die." The Word precisely says
what God said!
Eve’s main problem was that she had a conversation with
Satan in the first place! Scripture states: “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to
God, and he will draw nigh to you” (James 4:7-8a).
Let’s See How This Played Out in The Garden (Genesis
3:1-7)
23
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SATAN: And he said to the woman, "Has God indeed said,
'You shall not eat of every tree of the garden'?" (Genesis 3:1).
First half-truth/lie: God only said not to eat of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. All other trees planted were for
their enjoyment and nourishment.
EVE: And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the
fruit of the trees of the garden; “but of the fruit of the tree
which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not
eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die’” (Genesis 3:2-3).
First, misquote in the Bible: “neither shall ye touch it”: Eve
added this for some unknown reason because God never said
it. Satan drew Eve into a discussion with him and planted the
seed of doubt about God’s Word. Satan revealed Eve’s incomplete
understanding of God’s Word. He wanted Eve to forget all about
what God said about the consequences of sin.
REMEMBER: Satan’s greatest weapon is man’s ignorance of
God’s Word!
SATAN: Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not
surely die. "For God knows that in the day you eat of it, your
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good
and evil" (Genesis 3:4-5). Satan’s direct challenge to God’s Word.
You will not surely die.
LIE: You will not surely die. Their bodies might not die now,
but they directly died spiritually and removed from the presence of God. Eventually, they would die physically for God later
said in pronouncing their curse, “In the sweat of your face you
shall eat bread, till you return to the ground; for out of it you were
taken: for dust you are, and to dust shall return” (Genesis 3:19).
HALF-TRUTH: The day you eat of the fruit, your eyes shall
open, not to see as God sees but seeing good and evil. Once
opened, they straightaway knew that they had sinned, noticed
they were naked and tried to cover their sin with fig leaves. Talk
about eyes wide-opened and rude awakenings!
TOTAL LIE: “You will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
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Satan himself fell, wanting to be equal with God. The enemy
was trying to deceive Eve into believing she could become a god
herself by rebelling against God. Satan is a deceiver, liar, and is
roaming the earth seeking whom he might devour, (1 Peter 5:8).
Because of the work Jesus did on the Cross Satan lost. Jesus’
death and resurrection guaranteed this to be truthful.
Half-truths, lies, the world, and our old nature, which
includes pride and greed are some of the most common strategies Satan uses to tempt us to sin against God. His goal is to
keep us from God and eternal life. Reflecting the Image of God
by the renewing of our minds is our calling now.
We win the battle for control over our mind as we 'put on
the whole armor of God.’ We will discover, in a later chapter,
how the helmet of salvation will serve us well as we move
forward in our relationship with God. The Apostle Paul writes,
"For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through
God to the pulling down of strongholds; Casting down imaginations,
and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of
God and bring into captivity every thought to the obedience of
Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5).
The Truth Will Set You Free! Satan gave up; leaving Jesus in
the wilderness because the Truth of God overcomes the world
and its lies, "You are of God, little children, and have overcome them
because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world" (1
John 4:4).
THE TRUTH EQUATION: A changed life will always be the
result of a renewed mind; a renewed spirit always results in a transformed life.
We will learn in a later chapter how Jesus responded to
these three lies of the devil. When tempted in the wilderness,
Jesus used the Word to overcome the enemy. With every temptation, He proclaimed, "For it is written," and He was victorious
in rebuking Satan and obeying the will of His Father.
We will discover how we can incorporate the “For it is Writ25

One Unwise Decision — One Mighty Fall

ten” spiritual weapon as Jesus did in the wilderness. However,
putting this into our war chest comes at a cost. The cost is the
time spent reading, studying, meditating, praying, confessing,
declaring, and applying GOD’S WORD in our spiritual lives.
How can we quote that which is not available? Timothy exhorts us
to, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2
Timothy 2:15).
The Word is a powerful piece of armor, “and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God” (Ephesians 6:17b). This sword is
our oﬀensive weapon, and it protects us from lies when we trust
in the truth of God's Word. We use the sword to attack our
enemies with the Word. Also, it's the only weapon we used
OFFENSIVELY AND DEFENSIVELY. Find a passage of scripture that pertains to your need, apply its principles to the
promise, and stand firm in the faith. In using this spiritual tool,
we will become more like Jesus as we put on the mind of Christ
and reflect His Image from glory to glory; AMEN.
Moving forward, we will explore two significant doctrinal
truths that will justify us in Christ. Also, the two principles to
apply to our sojourn toward eternity. Everything else shared in
these pages will speed up our sanctification in Christ to ensure
our eternal glorification.

26

TWO MAJOR DOCTRINAL TRUTHS

ONE: Absolute belief in God's Word is mandatory for every
believer. From receiving Jesus Christ, having your sins forgiven
to taking part in His promises, and receiving eternal life. Our
faith in Him ensures our justification, sanctification, and glorification.
The only way to know the truth about God is through His
Word-JESUS. Then I said, "Behold, I have come—In the volume of
the book, it is written of Me—To do Your will, O God" (Hebrews
10:7). Scripture should always be at the threshold of every decision
we face because the Bible Is God’s Mind Written Down. It’s like
Jesus reciting Himself.
Jesus is dead serious about His Word; in fact, He died to
keep His Word. Therefore, we must listen to Him when He
speaks to us throughout the Scriptures. Here is one scripture
we need to do something about, “For all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God;” (Romans 3:23).
Additionally, scripture is profoundly serious when it
proclaims that we must repent receiving Christ as our Savior, be
born again of the Spirit, transformed into His image, enter the
fellowship of His suﬀering, and live in the power of His resurrection.
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Seek the kingdom of God more than anything else, do good
works on earth, lay your treasures up in heaven, and to count it all
joy when going through and enduring trials.
Knowing, believing, and applying what the Word says will
help our walk with God and the fiery trials coming our way.
Knowing that the truth will set us free, we will rely on the author
and finisher of our faith (Jesus) to teach us the doctrinal truth in
everything. "All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished
unto all good works" (2 Timothy 3:16-17).
TWO: Being born again of the Spirit in Christ through the
forgiveness of our sins. “For whosoever shall call upon the name of
the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:13).
Christ died on the CROSS for WHOSOEVER would in
faith believe, receive, and be saved. "That if thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the
heart, man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth, confession is made unto salvation" (Romans 10:9-10).
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THE TWO PRINCIPLES

There are two vital principles we need to learn about God’s
Word. 1) We must understand that “God’s past promises/workings
meet our present response.” 2) And, “Faith is believing God’s Word
and acting upon it.”
God's principles: Understanding the principles of scripture
and the process of applying individual ones is critical to our
relationship with God. The first two principles we need to
apprehend are:
1) “Faith is believing God’s Word and acting upon it.” Faith is
our lifeline to God. Faith in Christ saved us so, we live by faith, we
walk in faith, and we bring glory to God when we grow in faith.
Scripture has much to say about faith: “Without faith, it is impossible to please Him, whatever is not of faith is sin, faith cometh by
hearing the Word of God and He rewards us for diligently seeking
Him in faith."
2) “God’s past promises meet our present response.” Paraphrased, God is saying, “if you do this, I will do that because I
have already done this." A divine promise is God’s assurance
that He will do what He says.
We first believe in faith that God will fulfill His promise,
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and then we apply the Principles of teaching by doing those
things that prove we accept and love God. You say you have faith
then prove it.
God is the promise keeper: Understanding the principles of
scripture and the process for applying individual promises is
critical for every trial and temptation we face in life. There are
over 3,000 promises in the Bible and finding one for any need is
possible with God's guidance. There are promises to forgive our
sins, deliver us from trials, to help guide us through them, and
teach us spiritual lessons to mature us.
Since Jesus was triumphant by using His own words, "For it
is written," then we should imitate Christ by using the Sword of
the Spirit, which is the Word of God. Scripture has commanded
us to "Put on the Whole Armor of God." Once on, we are to keep
it on.
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A PROMISE

Salvation is summed up by Paul in Romans, “That if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
For with the heart, man believeth unto righteousness; and with the
mouth, confession is made unto salvation" (Romans 10:9-10).
“Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).
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THE “BORN AGAIN” PRAYER

If you don’t know Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and
Savior, you can receive Him into your heart by faith today. To
receive Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior, pray this simple
prayer:
“Father in Heaven, I believe you sent your Son, Jesus, from
heaven; I believe He died for my sins on the Cross; I believe He
rose on the third day and sits with you in heaven even now.
Please forgive me for my sins. Jesus, please come into my
life as my Lord and Savior and guide me with Your Holy Spirit.
Thank you, Father." In Jesus' name, I pray, AMEN!
"Welcome to God's kingdom, and may we fellowship throughout
eternity."
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IN THE VOLUME OF THE BOOK WE FIND
CHRIST

Then I said, "Behold, I have come—In the volume of the book, it is
written of Me—To do Your will, O God" (Hebrews 10:7).

M

y wife and I have always been concerned about where
the baby Jesus was born. Foremost, there wasn't even
“Room in the Inn” for this precious child. After all, wasn't He
God's Son and our Redeemer? One would think that when a
king is born, they would wrap him in silk and surround him
with the pleasant smell of perfumes and spices. Nothing about
this environment revealed the real and great significance of that
newborn baby.
Though He is the King of Kings, He was born in a stable
filled with the smell of livestock. The fulfillment of the prophecy
was satisfied in this stable. Thus, preparing the way for our
salvation.
On the human side, we say, "Not fair!" On the spiritual side,
God preordained it, prophesied about it, and fulfilled according
to His plan. Mary and Joseph endured the trials surrounding
Jesus' birth. Their obedience brought forth the Savior of the
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# “No Room in the Inn?”

World! Believers today and for Eternity reap the benefits of
their faithfulness to God.
It certainly was interesting that when God came to visit the
earth, there was no room for Him in the inn. This stable event
was a precursor of His entire life. Even today, some people
refuse to make room for Him in their lives. They have place and
time for just about everything but Him — unfortunately, Jesus’
position is outside the heart of man.
Sometimes we feel there is “No Room in the Inn” for us. Our
life takes a direction we had not planned. The trials of life
consume us to the point of wanting to give up. A Five-Star Hotel
is not in the budget. We begin listening to all the lies,
bombarding our minds, and even questioning our salvation.
We might not understand something now; however, at the end
of the trial, there is a shining bright light awaiting our arrival.
The good news is God is for us and not against us. He can
use any situation in life to bless us. For example, because Mary
and Joseph endured the “No Room in the Inn” trial, our Savior
was born to die on the CROSS for WHOSOEVER would in
faith believe and receive His gift of eternal life. Although salvation is free, we must repent of our sins and give God control
over our lives. Our sojourn begins at our conversion, and He
has much to do through us in this lifetime.
We can obtain blessings through the obedience of others.
Because Mary and Joseph endured their trial, all believers will
be moving out of their stables here on earth into our Father’s
house one day. Jesus promises us, “In my Father's house are many
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be
also” (John 14:2-3).
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JESUS HAD A PURPOSE TO FULFILL

Seven hundred years earlier, a prophet had predicted, "And thou
Bethlehem, though you are little among the provinces in Judea, yet
out of thee shall come He whose goings forth have been from everlasting" (Micah 5:2). The prophet had predicted that Bethlehem
would be the birthplace of the Messiah. If the innkeeper had
only known who the newborn baby was, undoubtedly, he
would have made room for Him.
God needed to prepare our hearts for the coming of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Therefore, He foretold the events
concerning the Prophecies of the Messiah. A Prophecy signifies
"the speaking forth of the mind and counsel of God.”
There are hundreds of prophecies concerning Jesus;
however, in preparation for the coming chapters of this book,
let me point out a few significant predictions that will speed up
our knowledge and belief.
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PROPHECIES FROM THE OLD
TESTAMENT PROPHETS

BORN OF A VIRGIN: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
Son, and shall call His name Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14).
Fulfillment: "After His mother, Mary was betrothed to Joseph,
before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy
Spirit" (Matthew 1:18).
CRUCIFIED WITH SINNERS: "Therefore, I will divide Him a
portion with the great, And He shall divide the spoil with the strong,
Because He poured out His soul unto death, And He was numbered
with the transgressors, And He bore the sin of many and made intercession for the transgressors" (Isaiah 53:12).
Fulfillment: "With Him, they also crucified two robbers, one on
His right and the other on His left. So, Scripture was fulfilled, which
says, “And He was numbered with the transgressors” (Mark
15:27-28).
ROSE FROM THE DEAD: "You will not leave my soul in
Sheol, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption" (Psalm
16:10).
Fulfillment: But he said to them, "Do not be alarmed. You seek
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here.
See the place where they laid Him" (Mark 16:6).
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ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN: “You have ascended on high;
you have led captivity captive; You have received gifts among men,
even from the rebellious, That the LORD God might dwell there”
(Psalm 68:18).
Fulfillment: “So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was
received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God”
(Mark 16:19).
EXALTED AT GOD’S RIGHT HAND: The Lord said to my
Lord, “Sit at My right hand” (Psalm 110:1).
Fulfillment: “Jesus Christ has gone into heaven and is at the
right hand of God” (1 Peter 3:22).
THE LORD’S WAYS ARE NOT OUR WAYS. In our limited
understanding, we think God only uses righteous people to
achieve His purposes, but He can use anyone to carry out His
plans. We see this throughout Scripture. For example, at the
time of Jesus' birth, Caesar Augustus, the ruler of the Roman
Empire, made essential choices that determined the course of
human history. When he decided to take a census of all the
inhabited earth (Luke 2:1), thinking he was in control, but he
wasn't. The Lord was using Caesar to carry out His plan.
So, Christ had come so that man might live with God. He
came to live among us so that He could identify with us in our
suﬀerings, heartaches, frustrations, fears, and temptations. The
Savior understands our struggles and weaknesses because He
experienced them Himself, but without sin. (Hebrews 4:15-16).
In the same way, events that seem ordinary in our lives may
be occasions when the Lord is doing something awesome. You
can never judge the importance of situations based on their
outward appearance alone. Because God is continually working
to achieve His will and purpose, every event and choice in our
lives have significance. We need spiritual eyes to discern the
truth and to have faith that the Lord is working out His plans
for us.
So, it was no accident that Jesus was born where He was
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and that there was 'No Room in the Inn' for Him. By using an
ungodly man to orchestrate the circumstances, the Lord
fulfilled the promise for which God sent Him to complete.
Which was to preach the gospel, teach His followers, and die
on the Cross for our salvation.
He later told His disciples, before leaving them, “I go to
prepare a place for you." Many people have no place for Him
today. He is still on the outside for many people, having no
room in their heart for Christ. "Behold I stand at the door and
knock..." (Revelation 3:20).
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JESUS IS THE WORD, AND THE WORD IS
JESUS

God’s Word is much to do about everything. In fact, “Heaven
and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away”
(Matthew 24:35). The BIBLE was written over 1,600 years, by 40
diﬀerent authors, on three continents, in 3 languages, on 100's
of subjects, with COMPLETE HARMONY, without CONTRADICTION! The SCRIPTURES have One Central Storyline,
GOD’S REDEMPTION OF MANKIND THROUGH JESUS
CHRIST (HIS SON) THE WORD OF GOD.
When Jesus finished telling His parable of the Sower, He
cried out: “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” – (Matthew 13:9).
Clearly, from the explanation of Jesus Himself, we learn that
not all those who have ears to hear, really listen!
It’s vital we actively listen to the spoken Word of God, for
this is how we obtain faith. Romans 10:17, “So then faith comes by
hearing and hearing by the word of God.” A person cannot believe
unless they hear. It is through the revelation of Scripture that
we come to know Him. Thus, by knowing God, we come to
believe and trust in Him. The Word of God is essential for the
development of faith within our hearts, minds, and lives.
The Book of Hebrews is a treasure trove of blessings for us.
43

Jesus is the Word, and the Word is Jesus

Its writer proclaims, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen" (Hebrew 11:1). A declaration of
what faith does, and the things hoped for is its substance.
There is evidence for the existence of God, and it causes us to
believe in Him. Though we have never seen God, the proof of
His life creates that measure of faith in our hearts that all
things are possible and real when God's Word says so. Knowing
that (God is for us, God is with us, and God is in us) gives us
hope, faith, and evidence that the substance is God Himself!
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FAITH IS OUR LIFELINE TO GOD

We obtain salvation by faith; we walk in faith; we live by faith; we
bring glory to God when we grow in faith, and someday, we will
receive rewards because of our faith. Ask Him to increase your
confidence and show you how to apply it in everything you do
because we must have it to serve our Lord. Hebrews 11:6 states,
"But without faith, it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to
God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who
diligently seek Him.” Notice, we first believe in the existence of
God, then we must believe that God is good and rewards those
who diligently seek Him.
Faith is the gift from God that allows us to trust the Scriptures. Our belief is the revelation of Scripture. The substance of
faith believes in what isn't visible and what isn't perceived or
experienced.
What we hope for by way of revealed promises has
substance right now — also being the assurance of all God's
promises made about our future. All because we believe in the
truth of God's revelation in His revealed Scripture. We have
hope so strong that it can change our lives, and this reality gives
weight to our purpose in life.
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This faith is so powerful it trains the heart to believe the
revealed promises of God and is an anchor laid out in the experiences of believers. Real faith gives us a specific substance in
the present, which beliefs in our future hope.
It's not just the assurance or substance or evidence, but it's
also the conviction of things not seen. It is the substance that
becomes conviction, and it's the conviction that defines how
you live. You can know that something is right, but until it
becomes a conviction, you do not put it into action. So, we have
a substance that has become our conviction, which leads to
righteous living.
What would make you build a boat in the middle of the
desert when it had never rained in the history of the world?
Would it be a conviction? It would have to be something more
than hope because you must spend 120 years building the boat.
For sure, Noah dealt with the mockery of his neighbors, but he
persevered in fulfilling God's will.
What put Noah's faith in action? There was such substance
to his belief, and he was so confident in the revelation of God to
him that it became a conviction that he lived his life on. That is
what puts faith into action. Because of revelation came
response, because of substance came conviction.
The book of Hebrews is known as the 'Hall of Faith’ because
the writer points out how faith was the way the Saints of old
gained approval. They lived their lives based on the promises
God gave to them. God’s Word made their hope real, turning
their faith into a confident trust in the future promised by God
in Scripture.
Concluding this thought: When going through a trial, the
substance of things hoped for is that God will see us through it.
He works on us and guides us through the test, and it becomes
the visible evidence of things once not seen. Giving us hope
when the next trial comes because of the evidence of His work46
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ings. Thus, God is the substance, hope, and proof that He is
working through our faith and trials.
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BELIEVE CHRIST OR NOT

So, Jesus Christ declared, "I have come. In the volume of the book,
it is written of Me." The Old Testament and the New Testament
are all about Jesus Christ. He is all the way through, interwoven
in all types, in all shadows, in all books. It is one continuous
story in the preparing of the hearts of men for the coming of
the Messiah. The prophecies, the hopes, all prefigured there in
the Old Testament leads to His Ministry in the New Testament.
Our responsibility is to work out our salvation, study to show
ourselves approved, and search the scriptures daily to know
whether these things are real. Applying the following Scripture
in preparation for sharing the Good News with the people God
sends your way will be helpful. “But sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and
fear” (1 Peter 3:15).
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JESUS IS THE WORD, AND THE WORD IS
JESUS
APPLY THE WORD OF GOD IN YOUR LIFE BECAUSE IT IS A
MATTER OF LIFE OR DEATH!

Please read and pray over the following lists, concerning THE
BIBLE, THE WORD, and JESUS. Knowing and believing what
the Word says about itself will help your walk with God and the
fiery trials coming your way. Let the author of the Word teach
you in all things about life. Knowing the truth will set you free.
So, Jesus Christ declared, "I have come. In the volume of the
book, it is written of Me." The Old Testament and the New Testament are all about Jesus Christ. He is all the way through, interwoven in all types, in all shadows, in all books. It is one
continuous story in the preparing of the hearts of men for the
coming of the Messiah. The prophecies, the hopes, all prefigured there in the Old Testament leads us to His Ministry in the
New Testament.
Our responsibility is to work out our salvation, study to show
ourselves approved, and search the scriptures daily to know
whether these things are real. Applying the following scripture
in preparation for sharing the Good News with the people God
sends your way will be helpful. “But sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that
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asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and
fear” (1 Peter 3:15).
The Bible Claims That It Is:
INFALLIBLE - This means that it is without error in total;
the sum of its parts makes no mistakes. It is faultless, flawless,
and without blemish. In Psalm 19:7 it says, "The law of the Lord is
perfect..." It is infallible in its totality.
INERRANT - This means that there is no error in its parts.
In Proverbs 30:5-6, it says, "Every word of God is pure...Add thou
not unto His words, lest He reproves thee, and thou be found a liar."
COMPLETE - This means that you can't add to it or take
away from it. Revelation 22:18b-19a says, "...If any man shall add
unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues’ that are
written in this book; and if any man shall take away from the words
of the book of this prophecy, God shall take his part from the tree of
life..."
AUTHORITATIVE - This means that when God speaks,
everybody should listen. In Isaiah 1:2, we read "Hear, O heavens,
and give ear, O earth: for the LORD hath spoken, I have nourished
and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me."
SUFFICIENT - In II Timothy 3:15-17, it says that the Bible is
suﬃcient to make you "wise unto salvation," and to make you
"perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works." God’s Word can
bring you to salvation and perfection. Add nothing to His work
of grace.
EFFECTIVE - When the Bible speaks, things happen! The
Word of God works transformation. Isaiah 55:11 says, "So shall
my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return
unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please..."
DIVINE - II Peter 1:20-21 says that "no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old
time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake [as they were]
moved by the Holy Ghost." The Bible is God's Book!
DETERMINATIVE - What a person does with the Bible
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reveals his relationship to God. In John 8:47, Jesus said, "He that
is of God heareth God's words: ye, therefore, hear [them] not, because
ye are not of God." If you listen to the Bible, it shows that you
belong to God. If you don't, it shows that you don't belong
to God.
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THE NAMES OF JESUS

Both the Old and New Testaments hold the names of Christ
that reveal various aspects of His character, His mission on
earth, and His exalted position in heaven.
WORD: Revelation 19:13 - He was clothed with a robe
dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.
ALMIGHTY: Revelation 1:8 - Christ is the All-Powerful
Lord. Nothing is beyond His reach or impossible for Him.
MESSIAH: Daniel 9:25; John 1:41; 4:25 - Messiah is the
Hebrew word, translated into Greek, as Christ. Both words
mean "Anointed One" (one specially appointed by God for His
plan and purpose).
REDEEMER: Job 19:25 - Christ's death is the payment that
redeems us from the debt we owe to God's law, ransoming our
lives and guaranteeing us a place in His family.
RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE: John 11:25 - Christ is
Life itself. Death could not hold Him, nor can it contain any
who are in Him.
SAVIOR: Luke 1:47-2:11; John 4:42; 1 John 4:14 - Christ is the
Savior of the world, come to deliver us from the power of death.
He is the one who seeks and saves the lost.
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SHEPHERD: 1 Peter 2:25 - Jesus came to care for and to lead
lost sheep, lost men and women. His sheep know His voice, and
no one can take them from His hands.
SON OF GOD: Luke 1:35; Hebrews 4:14 -Christ is the only
"natural" Son of God, which means He partakes in the Divine
nature fully. We become God's children by adoption and
inherit all creation in, and with, Christ.
THE WAY, THE TRUTH, &THE LIFE: John 14:6; Acts 9:2 Jesus is the Way to God. He is the path to truth and life. No
mere human teacher, He is the map, the road, the destination,
and the one who has gone ahead of us.
BREAD OF LIFE: John 6:32-35; Living Bread (John 6:5)
Living Water (John 7:37, 38) - Jesus was born in Bethlehem,
which means "the house of bread." He is our spiritual nourishment and the sustenance of the world. He keeps alive all things
and holds them together by His Word.
BRIGHT MORNING STAR: Revelation 22:16 - Jesus is the
most shining star in the heavens and the Light of the World.
We shall not lose our way in His light.
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GOD’S WORD

Following is an excellent roadmap to guide us and equip us to
apply His Word as we move toward eternity. Keeping our eyes
upon the prize that is in Christ Jesus, let’s commit ourselves to
the leading and inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The Word will
lead you, instruct you, mature you, protect you, and supply a
way to escape the fiery trials of life.
Knowledge is the Apprehension of TRUTH in one's mind,
but Wisdom is the Application of TRUTH to one's life.
"But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves" (James 1:22).
THE GOAL OF THE WORD: To "study to shew thyself
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth" (2 Timothy 2:15).
THE PURPOSE OF THE WORD: “All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (2
Timothy 3:16-17).
THE QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE WORD:
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Are there any Examples for me to Follow?
Are there any Commands for me to Obey?
Are there any Errors for me to Avoid?
Are there any SINS for me to Forsake?
Are there any New Thoughts about GOD Himself?
Are there any Promises for me to Apply?
Are there any Principles I must Accept?
THE PROMISE FROM THE WORD: “But the Comforter,
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he
shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you” (John 14:26).
"Thy WORD is a Lamp unto my Feet and a Light unto my Path"
(Psalm 119: 105).
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A PROMISE

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.
In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare
a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that
where I am, there ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the
way ye know” (John 14:1-4).
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A PRAYER

"Dear God, thank you for loving me, saving me, protecting me,
and for my home in heaven. Might I always remember who I
was before you entered my heart? Give me the strength to do
your will as you guide me into eternity. Thank you for
including me in your plans. I ask for your whole purpose as
you transform me into your image. Give me faith to believe and
wisdom to obey Your Word throughout my journey. In Jesus'
name-AMEN!"
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GOD’S ETERNAL PLAN FOR SALVATION

"For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God."
(Romans 3:23)

W

hen we left Adam and Eve, they were Cast Out of The
Garden with their punishments pronounced. They
lost the privilege of living in Eden because God drove them out
of the garden. The most important thing that Adam and Eve
lost was their likeness to their Creator. (Genesis 3:22-24).
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THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE FALL

Spiritual Death: Fallen from their Triune Image
Physical Death: Age becomes a factor
Sin and Separation: Eternal Judgment
Don't find fault with Adam and Eve, when we so often make
the very same choice that they made. We so often choose to fall
to the temptations of Satan rather than the warnings of God.
He knows that God knows everything, our sins we try to hide,
our safe spaces we think He can't find, and blame-shifting is a
game He doesn't play.
God looks to draw us to obedience through love. Satan seeks to
entice us to disobey through lust.
The fall came from disobedience to the command of God
by the exercising of their free choice. The fall resulted in spiritual death; hence, broken fellowship with the Holy God. The
path they took was a one-way path, and there was no opportunity to undo that decision. When we die, there are no DoOvers! We live or die by the decision we make concerning God.
"Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves, slaves, to
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The Consequences Of The Fall

obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin
leading to death or of obedience leading to righteousness?” (Romans
6:16).
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WE REAP WHAT WE SOW

“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the
flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the
Spirit reap life everlasting” (Galatians 6:7-8).
Fallen man through the sin (eating the forbidden fruit)
committed in the garden gave up the world to Satan. Man’s
broken relationship with God caused our image and likeness of
God to no longer reflect His glory. We are unable to fellowship
with God in this fallen state. This separation from God keeps us
from experiencing the original purpose, promises, and plans
of God.
However, God still loved the man and always wanted a
meaningful, loving relationship with him. But sin was in the
way. Thus, God devised a plan of redemption to pardon the sins
of those who would like to return to fellowship with Him. This
plan involved God manifesting His love for man by sending His
Only Begotten Son into the world to take man's sin and die in
his place. Thus, redeeming man from sin. Also, Christ is the
only one who can redeem the 'Title Deed’ to the earth back
from Satan.
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We Reap What We Sow

Even as man exercised his free choice to leave God so now
must man use his free choice to come back into fellowship with
Him. Through Jesus, the Messiah, the way back to God is possible; man can experience the real divine intention for his
existence.
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JESUS CHRIST IS OUR ETERNAL
REDEEMER

So, God sent His Son as the redeemer for humankind. The
redeemer would pay the price of our debt owed due to our
fallen state, thus releasing us through the process of redemption. For example, we see recovery for slaves during Old Testament times, freedom for people put in debtor prison by
someone paying a ransom price for their redemption.
The redemptive work of Christ on the Cross brings deliverance through His death, from the guilt and power of sin.
Redemption in a spiritual sense is the work of Christ in
"redeeming" men "from all iniquity," "lawlessness," and the
“bondage of self-will," which rejects the will of God. The whole
Gospel deals with God being just when He justifies the
ungodly.
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JESUS’ REDEMPTIVE PURPOSE IS
THREEFOLD

1. He came to redeem humanity from their sins, so
they would be worthy to fellowship with a Holy God
again and live a resurrected life.
2. To restore His image and likeness in us through the
transformation and born-again conversion; thus,
inheriting eternal life.
3. To redeem the world back from Satan, reclaiming
the 'Title Deed’ lost in the Garden of Eden.
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ONLY THE LAMB OF GOD IS WORTHY

Jesus paid a ransom (His life) to repurchase us from Satan. The
Cross was the only path He could take to reclaim the world and
save believers from the final death. "Therefore, only Jesus is
worthy to open the scroll…" (The Title Deed) in Revelation.
The word "Book" is "scroll" in the Greek, which holds the
title deed to the earth. When Jesus gave His life on the cross, He
redeemed the earth back to God, but God hasn't taken possession of it yet. It is God upon the throne, holding out the title
deed in His hand. Jesus is the rightful heir to the Book.
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THE “ULTIMATE ESCROW CLOSING!”
(REVELATION 5:1-7)

The cost of redeeming back, the earth was the blood of Jesus
Christ on the Cross. He has already paid the price of redemption, but He hasn't yet taken possession of the earth.
John saw a scroll, and an angel was asking who was worthy
to open the scroll. John wept because there was no one worthy
to open it, until Jesus, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, came
along.
We see this scroll as the TITLE DEED TO THE EARTH.
God had created the earth and given it over to Adam. However,
they disobeyed God's commandment not to eat of the tree amid
the garden. By obeying Satan's suggestion to eat of the fruit, in
their double action of obedience to Satan, and disobedience to
God, they gave up the earth over to Satan.
The devil took Jesus up on a high mountain and oﬀered the
world to Him because it was Satan's to give. In fact, Jesus did
not dispute that as truth. Jesus twice calls him the prince of this
world, and Paul also called him the god of this world.
Therefore, it is so wrong to blame God for all the tragedies
and calamities in the world today. These things all exist as the
result of man's rebellion against God. We call tornados and
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The “Ultimate Escrow Closing!”

hurricanes, acts of God. When Jesus was on the Sea of Galilee
with His disciples and the great storm came up that threatened
to destroy the little ship, Jesus stood up and rebuked the wind,
and there was a great calm. It would probably be more exact to
call them acts of Satan. Satan is the spin master, getting men to
blame God for the catastrophes he brings.
It’s not God’s order we see in the world today. It is Satan’s
order; this is his world; he is the king, the prince of this world.
Jesus said to His disciples, "The prince of this world cometh, but he
has nothing in me." Paul called Satan, "the god of this age."
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GOD’S ETERNAL PLAN FOR SALVATION

“Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the LORD, “Though
your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; Though
they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool” (Isaiah 1:18).
Jesus Spilt His Blood on The Cross for Our Salvation. If We Get a
Splinter Picking Up Our Cross, It Won’t Kill Us.
Christ died on the CROSS for WHOSOEVER would in faith
believe and receive the gift of salvation. Jesus’ past workings on
the Cross fulfills His promise to anyone today who will respond
to it. Therefore, faith is believing God's Word and acting
upon it.
The Cross of Christ is the most urgent message this world
will ever hear. In Galatians 6:14, the apostle Paul said, “But God
forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” In
other words, all he had received through inheritance or accomplishments in life was nothing compared to His relationship
with God through His Son Jesus. Paul’s position, riches, influence, reputation, and physical comfort lost their meaning when
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God’s Eternal Plan For Salvation

weighed against the redemption that was his through the
crucifixion.
God’s ways are infinite, and we are finite in our knowledge
of His preordained plans. Our carnal intellect wants a process
to follow with, step-by-step-directions of God's predestined will
for our lives. Isaiah 55:8 states, “For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD.”
The Good News is we do have a roadmap to follow, and it is
the WORD of GOD. We are to study to show ourselves approved,
rightly dividing the Word of Truth. (2 Timothy 2:15). He also sent
us the Holy Spirit to enlighten us, “But the Helper, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all
things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you”
(John 14:26). If we lack understanding, ask God in prayer, and
He will increase our faith to understand His wisdom and truth.
Salvation is summed up by Paul here in Romans, “That if
thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved. For with the heart, man believeth unto righteousness; and
with the mouth, confession is made unto salvation" (Romans
10:9-10).
ON THE DIVINE SIDE OF REPENTANCE: It is the gift of
God. "If perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the
knowledge of the truth…" (2Timothy 2:25).
“You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you
that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should
remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may
give you” (John 15:16).
"Being justified freely by the grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus" (Romans 3:24). "Therefore, we conclude
that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law"
(Romans 3:28).
"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God." (Ephesians 2:8).
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ON THE HUMAN SIDE OF REPENTANCE: It is our
response to God’s gift of salvation. Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he
may die, he shall live. “And whoever lives and believes in Me
shall never die. Do you believe this?” (John 11:25-26).
For some believers, spiritual progress takes oﬀ after they're
saved and never stops. Others never grow at all because they
view salvation as merely a guarantee of heaven. A third group
begins strong but later weakens. These believers may continue
to attend church and pray, but their spiritual growth stagnates.
They temporarily are on fire for Christ but soon flame out.
Growth must characterize the believer's new life, no matter
how long they have known Christ. So, if we lose our spiritual
enthusiasm, we need to pray, “Search me, O God, and know my
heart see if there be any hurtful way in me and lead me in the everlasting way” (Psalm139:23-24). Regularly, we must ask the Lord to
examine our lives. He knows us better than we know ourselves
and can reveal hidden sins and harmful attitudes to turn over
to Him.
Jesus' atoning death was necessary for God's eternal plan.
His forgiveness of our sins is possible through His death, burial,
resurrection, and ascension. Although it is only by grace and
faith, repentance is the beginning of the process of our
response. Conversion, forgiveness, justification, regeneration,
and adoption, all take place at the same instant in God's view.
CONVERSION is that turning to God, and it stands for the
human response to the call and gift of God. It consists of two
elements: repentance and faith.
1. REPENTANCE is the keynote throughout God’s
Word and is an absolute condition of salvation. We
unwrap the gift of eternal life with a repented heart.
From the time Jesus began to preach and to say,
"Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand"
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(Matthew 4:17). "Repent ye therefore, and be
converted, that your sins may be blotted out when
the times of refreshing shall come from the presence
of the Lord" (Acts 3:19).
2. FAITH is the provision of forgiveness. The process
of redemption through repentance began in Genesis
3:21 when God made coats of skins for Adam and
Eve to cover their guilt, shame, nakedness, and sin.
There is no other way to come to the knowledge of
God. “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no
other name under heaven given among men by which we
must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
The condition of the heart is of paramount importance
because "For as he (man) thinketh in his heart, so is he" (Proverbs
23:7). The renewal of our mind, transformation into His image,
and the knowledge of God all begin with the heart's attitude
changing.
“Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through
the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently
with a pure heart, having been born again, not of corruptible seed
but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides
forever” (1 Peter 1:22-23).
The extreme nature of Jesus’ statement concerning Himself
and eternal life presents every person with a choice to be made.
We must either accept or reject His claims. We must believe or
disbelieve Him. What Jesus said demands that we form an
opinion, and our view will ultimately fall into one of two
camps. 1) He was either telling the truth or 2) He was lying. He
was either the Son of God or He was a deceiver and a fraud. But
the issue remains, are His claims true or false? Jesus is who He
claimed to be, or He isn't.
The Cross of Christ proves the length to which God is
willing to go for our redemption. God will not redeem men
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except on terms which leave them, men. He will not do away
with their power of free choice. God will always honor your
free choice, so choose wisely.
Forgiveness of trespasses shows both the liberation from
the guilt and doom of sin and the introduction into a life of
liberty, "newness of life," and "Eternal Salvation." The resurrection of Jesus guides us as we put oﬀ the old life and put on the
new, as we conform to His image and seek God's will. Living in
the power of His resurrection helps to sanctify our lives,
strengthens us in our trials, and prepares us for the glory to
come.
Salvation is just the beginning of a relationship with God.
After a person becomes a believer, he or she should develop a
deeper relationship with the Father, learn more spiritual truth,
and begin to serve the Lord with purpose and constant willingness.
Christ died once for all! Our act of faith puts us into the
state of being righteous in Him and justified unconditionally.
Thus, freeing us from the bondage of sin, and we are no longer
slaves to our sinful nature. This deliverance is from the guilt of
sins, the power of sin, and the final death resulting from sin.
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THE THREE ASPECTS OF SALVATION

Salvation is instant from the spiritual side, but on the human
side, it has three dimensions. First is justification, (forgiveness)
second is sanctification, (setting ourselves apart), and third is
glorification (new heavenly bodies), which is at our union with
Christ.
Past Aspect - frees us from the PENALTY of sin
Predestination - Salvation has happened in the past
(justified).
Present Aspect - frees us from the POWER of sin
it's happening in the present (sanctification).
Future Aspect - frees us from the PRESENCE of sin
Will happen in the future (glorification).
Spiritually speaking, all three aspects took place simultaneously in God’s mind. For who He foreknew He also predestined
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The Three Aspects Of Salvation

them who would come to this saving faith. Thus, a predetermined conclusion. IT IS FINISHED!
Physically speaking, we are to set ourselves apart from the
world and put on the mind of Christ – To persevere toward our
high calling in Christ Jesus. We still sin and must ask for
forgiveness; we still have a thought life and must bring our
thoughts under control. “For the weapons of our warfare are not
carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down
arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of
Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5).
So, salvation has happened in the past (justified), is
happening in the present (sanctified), and will occur in the
future (glorified). We need to have complete confidence in our
salvation. There is no room for uncertainty about its adequacy
or the durability of its protection. If our salvation hinges on
anything but the finished work of Christ on the Cross, we are in
deep trouble.
Don't let Satan discourage you or rob you of the anticipation of the hope that makes you committed. We are free from
the tyranny of a life mastered by the flesh that we might walk in
fellowship with God through the Spirit.
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LET’S GET THE ELEPHANT OUT OF THE
ROOM BEFORE MOVING FORWARD

The Unpardonable Sin is Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit.
The longer you sin, the easier it is to reject Christ. That is the
road to the unpardonable sin. Continual rejection of the call of
the Spirit will leave you hard and calloused. Eventually, as you
continue the path of denial, it will be too late. You will die
without Jesus, and pardon will be impossible. If you care and
worry about if you have blasphemed the Holy Spirit, then He is
still working on you. You haven't committed the unpardonable
sin. If you don't care, who knows?
The UNPARDONABLE SIN is the rejection of the Holy Spirit's Testimony concerning Jesus Christ, the Messiah, Lord, and
Savior of the World. If we repent of our sins and receive Christ
Jesus, we will inherit Eternal Life. Rejecting the Holy Spirit's
Testimony concerning Christ will separate us from God for all
Eternity.
This Unpardonable Sin can only become a Forgivable Sin up
to our last breath on earth. If our final words are asking for
forgiveness, then we have made a death-bed confession, and
God will receive us into His Kingdom. Remember, the First
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Let’s Get the Elephant Out of the Room Before Moving Forward

Fruit of Jesus' Labor was the one thief on the Cross that
confessed and entered Paradise with Christ.
The free choice is ours to make, to faithfully believe, and
receive unto salvation or reject and deny unto eternal damnation. Remember, God doesn't send anyone to hell; we make that
decision alone. There are NO-DO-OVERS once we've left this
earth.
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SEVEN POINTS TO GOD'S PLAN FOR
SALVATION

1. We are all Sinners: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and to forgive us [our] sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. (I John 1:8-9)
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
(Romans 3:23)
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned
everyone to his own way, and the LORD hath laid on him the
iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:6)
2. The Result – Death: For the wages of sin [is] death; but
the gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
(Romans 6:23)
3. The Solution - Christ's Death: “For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world;
but that the world through him might be saved” (John 3:16-17).
But he [was] wounded for our transgressions, [he was]
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace [was]
upon him; and with his stripes, we are healed. (Isaiah 53:5)
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But God commended his love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8)
4. The Choice - To Accept or Reject Jesus Christ as Savior:
Come unto me, all [ye] that labor and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me; for I
am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your
souls. For my yoke [is] easy, and my burden is light. (Matthew
11:28-30)
5. The Response - To Receive the Gift of Eternal Life: For
the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of God [is] eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 6:23)
Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hears my
voice, and open the door, I will come into him, and will sup
with him, and he with me. (Revelation 3:20)
But as many as received him, to them gave the power to
become the sons of God, [even] to them that believe on his
name: (John 1:12)
6. Assurance of Salvation: And this is the record, that God
hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that
hath the Son hath life; [and] he that hath not the Son of God
hath not life. These things have I written unto you that believe
on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have
eternal life and that ye may believe on the name of the Son
of God.
(I John 5:11-13)
Therefore, if any man [be] in Christ, [he is] a new creature:
old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
(2 Corinthians 5:17)
As far as the east is from the west, [so] far hath he removed
our transgressions from us. (Psalms 103:12)
7. The profession of Faith: Whosoever, therefore, shall
confess me before men, him will I confess also before my
Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before
86

Seven Points To God's Plan For Salvation

men; him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.
(Matthew 10:32-33)
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IT IS ALL FINISHED, PAID IN FULL!

The Christ who died on Calvary’s Cross, will not have to die
again for our new sins or to oﬀer a new atonement for any
transgressions we may yet commit. The fulfillment of all things
happened when Jesus became the target of God’s wrath and
judgment of sin, when, “He who knew no sin became sin for us,
that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2
Corinthians 5:21).
God the Father laid upon God the Son all the guilt and wrath
our sins deserved, and He bore it in Himself perfectly, totally
satisfying the wrath of God for us. He successfully oﬀered
Himself as a substitute sin oﬀering for all humanity. He then
prepared to yield His life and die, having finished the work.
Christ has oﬀered himself, and died and suﬀered in our
stead, and gone into His glory in heaven. If we cannot depend
upon Him, what more would we have him do? Shall He come
and die again? If we rejected Him once; would we reject him if
He died twice?
So, when Jesus had received the sour wine, He spoke three
words, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His
Spirit. John 19:30. He had finished the eternal purpose of the
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It Is All Finished, Paid In Full!

Cross. His finished work became the foundation of all believer's
faith, grace, hope, peace, and Eternal Salvation.
So, having begun, He continues His work in our lives. He's
the author, the finisher, the beginning, the end. He said, "I am
the Alpha and the Omega; the beginning and the end." That is
true of creation and faithful of God's new creation in us. He is
the author of it, and He is the finisher of it.
“Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a
good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ”
(Philippians 1:6).
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A PROMISE

“As he spake these words, many believed on him. Then said Jesus to
those Jews which believed on him, If, ye continue in my
word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:30-32).
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DISCIPLESHIP

A – Amen – Prayer (our way of communicating with God)
B – Bible – (God's primary method of communicating
with us)
C – Church – (God’s way to foster fellowship)
D – Discipleship – (God's way of talking to others
through us)
E – Evangel – (God’s way to reach the world through us)
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A PRAYER

God, this world’s problems are so complicated that I cannot
make my way without your guidance. Quicken my mind and
deepen my understanding. Help me hear your voice and heed
your advice. Keep me walking along the path behind you. In
Jesus’ name - Amen.

95

5

HOW TO BE BORN AGAIN OF THE SPIRIT
LET GOD’S BUTTERFLY PROJECT TAKE FLIGHT IN YOUR LIFE

I

have wonderful memories of camping with my dad and
fishing at our favorite lakes and rivers. One sunny day we
were walking down the trail with my new fishing pole straddling my shoulder, thinking how great of a dad I had. Suddenly,
to my fearful surprise, I heard behind me, the screams and
nasty words of my dad as if I had done something wrong. I
turned around to inquire about all the noise. Never seeing my
dad, just hearing his angry voice following behind me as I
turned around and around and around. Finally, my dad's firm
hand grabbed my shoulder and yelled out, "STOP MOVING!"
To my shock, I had caught a WHOPPER, and it was my dad.
My fishing line had hooked him through the nose, and he was
MAD! With his nose bleeding, me crying, the ride home was
way too long. He told me he would never take me fishing again!
I promised him I was sorry that I would be a good Son, and I
would never disappoint him again. I was devastated that my
dad would have that kind of reaction to an accident.
It took some time before we went fishing again. A happy
camper and world-class fishing kid, pleasing my dad in every
way. However, looking back over my life, there were hundreds
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# “No Room in the Inn?”

of promises made and broke to my family and friends. I was a
complete disappointment to my parents. My mom taught me
how to wave goodbye to the ice-cream truck as it drove past our
house. My dad helped me to lay-low when the Federal
Marshals came knocking at his door.
Dysfunctional doesn't come close to the destructive
dynamics I created in our family! My parents grew to dislike
me. However, I later found a Heavenly Father who wanted all
of me.
Confident the WHOPPER I caught as a child was not the
kind of fish Jesus spoke about in Matthew 4:19-20, Then He said
to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” They left
their nets and followed Him.
The hook that caught my dad, which brought pain, is now a
metaphor for my Calling in Christ. To follow Him, to be a
Fisher of Men, I needed to leave my Nets behind. My Nets were
my drugs, my sins, my old life, and lack of commitment to
God's Divine Purpose.
I am to bait my hook with God’s Truth and cast the line of
Salvation out in the Name of Christ. I am relying on the Holy
Spirit to catch one person at a time for the Glory of God and
His Eternal Plan. Discerning, we are all members of the Body of
Christ with distinct functions and gifts. “Some plant, some water,
but it’s God that gives the increase…,” (1 Corinthians 3:6).
God has called us to forsake all, pick up our Cross, follow
him, and become fishers of men for the Gospel of Eternal Life
in Christ. God was faithful in this part of my story because it
ends well. When I finally allowed God to work in my life, He
did make me a fisher of men. My parents experienced my transformation as I brought Glory to God. I lived and applied
Matthew 5:16 before their eyes, “Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is
in heaven.”
Both parents allowed me to pray with them in their last
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days in the hospital. We all now have Eternity to love each
other as God loves us. This story is a cautionary tale because
God was telling me to share His Gospel, and I felt unworthy
because of my past with them. Sometimes we feel like
hypocrites.
Deciding to obey God, I went into my dad's room, expecting
rejection. To my surprise, he was so excited that I prayed with
him, and he committed his life to Jesus. We never know the day
or the hour when we are to leave this world. My dad died
within a few hours after our prayer. When the Spirit leads, we
must take immediate advantage of God's appointed time. Had I
waited another day for the courage to obey God, my dad would have
died separated for all Eternity from our Lord.
When I visited my mom in the hospital and said, “Can we
talk?” she excitedly said, “I was wondering when it was my turn."
She was waiting to believe it! Amazingly, many people are just
waiting to believe and for us to share Christ with them. Don’t
let past relationships or pride stop the conversation.
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UNLESS ONE IS BORN AGAIN

Jesus said, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God" (John 3:3). We need a
spiritual rebirth because that is where the Spirit lives. The flesh
oﬀers nothing of value.
Paul wrote, “These things we also speak, not in words which
man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing
spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man does not receive
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned” (1
Corinthians 2:13-14). There's a whole other dimension when a
person is born again of the Spirit. The natural man knows
nothing about this realm. You'll never understand God until
you enter that spiritual dimension.
Being born-again makes the process of transformation
possible. It’s like a caterpillar turning into a butterfly. Transformed is the ancient Greek word 'metamorphosis’ describing
the astonishing alteration taking place as we put oﬀ the old life
and put on the new.
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THE SOUL AND THE SPIRIT

“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your
whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 5::23).
The Hebrew word for soul translated means breath, Spirit, and
life. “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living
soul” (Genesis 2:7).
The Greek word used in the New Testament translates into
the soul, denoting the breath, the breath of life.
The natural life of the body, immaterial, invisible part of
man is as follows:
The seat of personality
The position of will and purpose
The place of appetite and desires
The inward man, the seat of the new life
When we are born again, God restores His original image in
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us. His Spirit breathes the breath of life in us, and we again
become Spirit, soul, and body. God created man with a spirit
that has a soul (a mind, will, and emotions) that exists
within us.
As we grow in our new life in Christ, patience will serve us
well. "In your patience possess ye your souls” (Luke 21:19). Our soul
becomes alive in Him as we develop the patience to wait on the
Lord. The Word of God teaches that trials produce perseverance, and from patience, there comes a line of fruit. Therefore,
the teachings in the book of James is especially crucial to our
spiritual growth.
As we will discover in a later chapter, the purpose of James
is to help the believer to correct faults, to show wavering, to
help instill discipline into their lives, and to rebuke backsliding.
When we are physically born, we enter life as fallen creatures, inheriting Adam's sinful nature. God tells us to become
as little children and to be born again according to His Spirit
and truth. Children are teachable; they do not have preconceived ideas or prejudice; they accept things at face value.
God is triune, (three in one) He is God the Father, God the
Son and, God the Holy Spirit. He is three individuals and one
at the same time. Water is a fitting example; it is liquid, vapor,
and solid ice, all being separate in form, but still one;
depending on its function.
Similarly, the typical pattern of prayer and worship
involves the unique roles of each member of the Trinity:
We address our prayers to the Father (the Source)
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ (the Mediator)
We pray with the power of the Holy Spirit (the
Enabler).
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The fall reversed Adams' triune nature, becoming the body,
soul, and Spirit. His appetite and allegiance changed, seeking
body appetites first, soulish things second, and spiritual things
last; if at all. When you are within the proper trinity (triune
nature), you are Spirit, soul, and body. Your soul (the
conscience), guides your Spirit, and your body follows
peacefully.
In your fallen state, (body, soul, and Spirit), the conscience,
self-will, and inner man exist trapped between the body and
the Spirit. They battle one another, the body dictating to the
conscience, the Spirit crying out. The Spirit can only be
confused, making for incomprehensible sins and actions.
God breathes spiritual life into our fallen nature, reversing
our triune environment to its original state, and we become
alive to God in Spirit and Truth. If we are to believe the WholeTruth about Jesus’ work, we must believe in His death, burial,
resurrection, and ascension.
Jesus' shed blood has obtained eternal forgiveness for us.
But, as Adam and Eve had to put on their coats, we must put on
Christ. "For through the eternal Spirit oﬀered himself without spot to
God" (Hebrews 9:11-14).
“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to
become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God” (John 1:12-13).
Christians called according to His purpose will find the
Cross a necessary path to maturity. We are opening the way to
enter the fellowship of His suﬀering. Thus, living in the power of
His resurrection. Thus, resulting in a true reflection of His Image
for all to behold. Remember, the resurrected life always follows
the crucified life. When we took an area of our lives to the
Cross and put it to death, God resurrects that area in newness
for His glory.
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Knowing that the truth will set us free, we must rely on the
author and finisher of our faith (Jesus) for our daily instructions.
"And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly, and I pray God your
whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 5:23).
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HOW TO RECEIVE ETERNAL LIFE

Nicodemus had an excellent question for Jesus, which prevails
today in many minds. “How can a man be born when he is old?
Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?”
Jesus was talking about a spiritual rebirth. We were born of the
flesh and born of water in our mother’s womb.
Jesus is distinguishing the INHERITED LIFE (Adam’s sin) of
the flesh, which leads to death and separation, from the SPIRITUAL LIFE (in Christ) of the Spirit. Once again, Adam's sin
prevents us from living in the presence and will of God. Therefore, even though we are born of flesh and water, we must be
spiritually reborn of the Spirit. Jesus made it plain that a man’s
first birth does not assure him of the kingdom; only being born
again gives this assurance. Unless one is born again – he
CANNOT enter or be part of the Kingdom of God.
The Apostle Paul states, "That if you confess with your mouth
the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him
from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart, one believes
unto righteousness, and with the mouth, confession is made unto
salvation" (Romans 10:9-10).
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Part One: Is believing Jesus is your Lord and Savior who DIED
on the Cross for your sins.
Part Two: Is believing in your heart that God RAISED Him
from the dead after dying on the Cross to take care of our sins.
Part Three: Is believing God raised Jesus from the dead so
that we might live in the POWER OF HIS RESURRECTION.
Scripture urges us to work out our Salvation because it's
between you and God. Christian books, commentaries, preachers, or sermons can't save your soul. Eternal life is between you
and God! There is no other way to come to the knowledge of
God. “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts
4:12).
It’s our responsibility to, study to show ourselves approved
and search the scriptures daily to know whether these things
are right. “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready
always to answer every man that asketh you a reason of the hope
that is in you with meekness and fear" (1 Peter 3:15).
A Paraphrased Example of the Promise in John 3:16:
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“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.”
To repeat the two vital principles of God’s Word. 1) We must
understand that “God’s past promises/workings meet our present
response.” 2) And, “Faith is believing God’s Word and acting upon it.”
We have a Past Promise that if we in faith believe in Jesus
Christ and are born again, we will receive eternal life. We must
apply this promise through the Principle of faith. Without
these two Principles, the Process of Transforming us into the
Image of Christ will not take root to change our lives.
THE PROMISE - Everlasting Life
THE PERSON – Jesus, God’s Only Begotten Son
THE PURPOSE – Never Condemned
THE PROCESS – Believe What God Has Said
THE PATH - The Cross of Jesus
JESUS’ past workings (on the Cross) meets our believing
God’s Word (confession of sins) producing (salvation and redemption) with our prompt response. Accepting and applying
promises will save us, change us, heal us, conform us, and
prepare us to exhort and comfort others.
IT LOOKS LIKE THE ELEPHANT IS BACK IN THE ROOM
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Only you can move this elephant (of eternal security) from the
room. Remember, “work out your salvation with fear and trembling…" (Philippians 2:12)
Searching the Scriptures, you will find passages supporting
both views. An EXCELLENT PERSONAL STUDY you might
want to spend time on for your peace of mind. What does the
Word of God tell you about both views? The appeal of Peter
will serve you well, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and
be ready always to answer every man that asketh you a reason of
the hope that is in you with meekness and fear" (1 Peter 1:5).
Our positions on various Scriptures that are not related to
Doctrine will not interfere with our Salvation. For example,
many debate the Rapture of the Church. When does Christ
come for His Church? Pre-Tribulation, Mid-Tribulation, or PostTribulation. Our position doesn’t matter in God’s Plan of Salvation. God will take His Bride out in His time. It will happen
when it happens; we only need to be ready. Not even Jesus knows
the day or the hour.
Where it’s right to hold an opinion, it is not right to let that
opinion hold you. The pessimist sees the glass half empty, the opti109
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mist sees the glass half full, but the Psalmist proclaims, “My cup
runneth over…” (Psalm 23:5). Our views on reality might be
diﬀerent from mind to mind, but our opinion doesn't give us a
pass on eternal matters. We must still have our Salvation
worked out before the coming of the Lord.
Here is an eﬀective way of thinking when contemplating
the rapture:
If it is Pre-Tribulation, then praise God and be ready.
The Mid-Tribulation camp should be ok because they
need not fear the mark of the beast during the first 3
½ years.
But Woe unto the Post-Tribulation believers because
all hell is going to break out. Please remember that
666 is not your friend, no matter how bad it gets.
When believers live according to God's purpose and will,
they should find security in their Salvation. For those who
commit spiritual suicide by walking away from the Lord,
should be much concerned. “They went out from us, but they
were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have
continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us” (1 John 2:19). If you are in Christ,
He abides in you.
THANK GOD, the Spirit of God is conforming us into the
image of Christ as He works within us day by day. The finished
work of the Holy Spirit in my life will have me thoroughly
conformed into the image of Jesus, "I shall be satisfied when I
awake in Your likeness" (Psalm 17:15). On that day, we will see him
face to face, and again be what Adam was when God first
created him. So, we diligently surrender to His Spirit working
within us. Putting-oﬀ and putting-on.
FROM GLORY TO GLORY: The reflection of His glory will
shine forth in us even in this life, also as we share His agony
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and bear His Cross. From glory to glory, to even closer
conformity with the image of the Son of God. "But we all, with
open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed
into the same image from glory to glory, [even] as by the Spirit of the
Lord" (2 Corinthians 3:18).
Because we are destined to be like Him, He is the only "pattern" we must follow. And because He lives His life in us, we too
can "walk even as he walked" (1 John 2:6), and "do as he done"
(John 13:15), "love as he loved" (Ephesians 5:2; John 13:34, 15:12),
"forgive as he forgave" (Colossians 3:13), "have this mind which
was also in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 2:5).
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A PROMISE

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become
children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God” (John 1:12-13).
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A PRAYER

Dear God, help me to live a committed life sanctified through
your holy scripture. Give me a burning desire to increase my
faith and lean not to my understanding. To acknowledge your
path is the right road for me to travel. Give me wisdom in all
decisions and let me drink of your living water. Help me bring
my thoughts under control by putting on the mind of Christ.
Utmost correct me and hear me when I cry out for forgiveness.
In Jesus's name-AMEN
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# “NO ROOM IN THE INN?”
MY “NO ROOM IN THE INN” TRIALS BEGAN DECADES AGO

T

he trials of life started for me at an early age. Of course, I
didn't know what I was going through had a name.
Looking back over my life, I can testify there were plenty of
them that helped in shaping the person whom I became.
When I was six months old, a drunk driver hit the side of
our car, killing my mother. The invention of seatbelts or car
seats came years later. Since I was in my mother's arms, the
impact tossed both of us out of the car. I was in the hospital for
a few months with blood on the brain and had a few surgeries
to relieve the pressure. Due to the operations, I have scarring
on both sides of my head.
My father later remarried, and we had a new set of rules in
the house. One was we had to wave goodbye to the ice cream
truck as it drove by our house. Another one was that a butch
haircut (crew-cut) would help save on the cost of living. These
types of financial decisions became a source of my anguish for
many years. Don’t get me wrong. I am not complaining or
blaming, just sharing a story from my life. Besides, I wasn’t the
ideal child to raise.
My peers, who I thought were my friends, called me a scar
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head. These were my bullies of yesteryear, which we find in
such the behavior today. Once again, no name just the pain. I
could have been on all the talk shows blaming everyone and
maybe authored a book on the subject. Events in my entire
childhood didn't help in building my self-esteem.
My mom told me to tell everyone that the Indians Scalped
Me. Such a statement was politically correct in the '60s;
however, it did not protect me from the onslaughts of my
enemy-friends. Ridiculed continuously devastated my life for
many years to come. One time I ran away was because I did not
want to cut my hair.
I remember being in the sixth grade and trying to join a
club within my school. The night that they were to vote me in
and or vote me out, I was so excited that I would be a member
of this elite society. Before the vote, they asked me to step
outside so that I would not be in the room during their evaluation of me as a potential member of the group.
Back in the room after the vote, my excitement was so high
because these guys were those kids that tormented me daily.
Maybe I had some friends after all. However, to my dismay,
they had not voted me into their group. Discouraged, hurt, and
crying within my heart, I was a broken child. The adult leader
in the room decided because of my reaction to call for another
vote. So, uplifting my self-esteem to the point that I knew I had
it in the bag! Anyhow, if the leader was on my side, how could
they repeat no?
Out of the room, I went for the second time with thoughts
of being a member of this beautiful club. I was so confident in
myself that they would do the right thing. Reentering the room
feeling like a defendant, and they were the jury. No one would
look at me because they had decided to conduct the same vote
they had previously. So hurt, confused, and wanting to die.
They had decided that I was not worthy of their esteem, friendship, or equal to their standards. I was set-up for the fall
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because they all invited me to join. There wasn't any Room in
the club for me.
The next day in school, my ears rang with mocking, jokes,
and the incredible statement that I was a SCAR HEAD. I did
not know how to take this criticism any longer. The only thing I
could think of was to lash out. So, I told them my Indian Friends
would Scalp every one of them! I finally found an opportunity to
use my parent’s advice. They called me a fool, so I played the
fool.
Suﬃce it to say, the principal's oﬃce had brought a therapist
in just for me. He talked to me about many things. Finally, I was
in a class of my own. Of course, none of it worked on me.
Back in the '60s, schools were not concerned with anyone's
self-esteem. We were to suck-it-up and get on with it. They had
rules for everything, along with consequences for not following
them. Any teacher had the privilege to spank us with paddleboards designed with holes for maximum thrust.
Always being in trouble, I found myself bent over and grabbing my ankles weekly. I had one principal who consistently
found me disobeying in the hallways. Every time he would yell
out, "Steven get in my oﬃce immediately!" Since my name has
always been Brad, my insecurities had me thinking, was I
adopted? Well, that's one of the stories that later turned around
for me. Thank God I eventually woke up to it before I died
from it.
When you think there is “No Room in the Inn” for you … let
Christ control your thought life. Seek God always in your
seasons of doubt and more so during the trials of life. "Casting
down imaginations and every high thing that exalteth itself against
the knowledge of God and bringing into captivity every thought to
the obedience of Christ…" (2 Corinthians 10: 3-6).
Discerning the origin of trials helps formulate the right response
to them and uncovers God’s purposes behind them. Are they from
the devil, our carnal mind, imposed by a fallen world and the
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people around us, or something God would have us embrace?
Discovering the purpose of trials, how to overcome them, how
to be obedient during them, how to grow because of them will
lay the foundation to ". . . Count it all joy" when these fiery trials
appear.
So, it’s critical to understand the purpose of trials so to
know what to do, how to do it, when to do it, why we are doing it,
what happens if we don’t do it and what are our rewards for
doing it right? One insight to think about is embraced the trials and
resisted temptations. We must get it right here on earth, so to be
right when we arrive in heaven. Remember, there are no do-overs
once we leave this life behind.
Again, God is setting up His eternal kingdom, and He uses the
fiery trials of life to build our faith, mature us, lead us, deliver
us, and develop character within us. Foremost, tests are one-way
God's plan can merge with His purpose for our lives.
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TAKING REFUGE IN GOD’S WORD

"Thou art my hiding place and my shield: I hope in thy word."
(Psalm 119:114).
"Trust in the LORD with all thine heart and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct
thy paths" (Proverbs 3:5-6).
God’s promises sometimes have blessings and warnings associated with them. Here is one example for believers to take note
of when tempted. “Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for
when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which
the Lord has promised to those who love Him. Let no one say when
he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by
evil, nor does He tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is
drawn away by his desires and enticed. Then, when desire has
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings
forth death” (James 1:12-15).
As we grow in our new life in Christ, patience will serve us
well. "In your patience, possess ye your souls." Our soul becomes
alive in Him as we develop the patience to wait on the Lord.
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The Word of God teaches that trials produce perseverance. And
from patience, there comes a line of fruit. Therefore, the teachings in the book of James is essential to our spiritual growth.
The purpose of James is to help the believer to correct faults, to
show wavering, to help instill discipline into their lives, and to
rebuke backsliding.
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AN EXHORTATION TO COUNT IT ALL JOY

In preparation for the chapters to come, let's look at the
primary scripture we will be covering. “My brethren count it all
joy when you fall into various trials." (James 1:2). Believers will
face temptations; it's just a part of life. Each temptation brings a
decision on our part. Are we going to walk in the flesh or to
walk in the Spirit? An attraction is any situation that would
draw us into the flesh and a worldly reaction. We must choose.
Will we walk after the flesh or walk in the Spirit?
As we see, the Bible tells us to count it all joy; this is not the
natural response to trials. Usually, we don't like tests, and we
would prefer that everything goes very smoothly in our lives.
But life is filled with disappointments. We cannot rule and
order our life, as we would have it. And so, for our growth, for
our development, temptations and trials are necessary. It's a
part of the testing of our faith.
So, we are to bear trials with a cheerful attitude. Accept
God's workings in us with joy. A Christian who is working
within the will of God can apply this promise. “All things...work
together for good." So that we might increasingly be "conformed
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into the image of His Son." Therefore, I have faith, patience, and
ask for wisdom.
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THE SOURCE OF OUR TRIALS AND
TEMPTATIONS

There is absolutely nothing wrong with saying, "God, why did
You allow this to happen? What was Your purpose for it?" After
all, God is omnipotent; therefore, He could have prevented
every hardship in our lives. The fact that He chose not to do so
is essential, and we can grow closer to Him by understanding
His reasons.
The truth is, no one has ever lived a life completely free
from pain, uncertainty, stress, trials, or temptation.
The Bible makes this point abundantly clear. Jesus, Moses,
Job, Peter, Paul, and all the heroes of Scripture at one time or
another underwent trying times of hardship and heartache.
Now, thousands of years later, God's servants are still experiencing challenging times. Therefore, we must learn how to
cope with these harsh seasons of life.
So, if with troubles are part of life, it is perfectly reasonable
to wonder where these trials originate. I can think of a few
sources.
First, a primary cause is our own bad decisions. God has
blessed us with free will so that we can make our own choices.
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Sometimes, I'm afraid, which leads me to make the wrong
choice, and when this happens, trouble usually follows.
Second, our hardships can arise from persecution by other
people. Indeed, this is an obstacle with which the early church
was familiar. Writing to the suﬀering Christians scattered
throughout the ancient world, Peter says, “But even if you should
suﬀer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. And do not fear
their intimidation, and do not be troubled” (1 Peter 3:14).
Third, our suﬀering is often merely the result of living in a
fallen world. Sin has so permeated the earth that God's original
concept of paradise seems impossible.
Fourth, many trials and temptations come straight from the
devil himself. Satan’s purpose is to draw us farther and farther
away from God, and he wants to achieve that goal in any way
possible.
Therefore, our Father will allow diﬃculties to enter our
lives for His purposes. Discovering the Lord's purpose for our
suﬀering can be a daunting task, but we need to examine what
the reason could be. The best starting point for understanding
the rationale behind our trials is to consider their source
prayerfully. Knowing where the problems originate enables us
to better work through them.
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The next time you feel tested, remember what the Bible says in
1 Chronicle 29:17, “I know, my God, that you test the heart and
are pleased with integrity.”
Trials are the process of proving the quality or worth of
something or someone. They are tests of your faith, patience, or
endurance through the process of suﬀering.
Everyone experiences trials. “Everyone who wants to live a
godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12).
Trials have a divine purpose. “Not only so, but we also glory in
our suﬀerings, because we know that suﬀering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not
put us to shame” (Romans 5:3–5).
Trials last only for a while. “For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all”
(2 Corinthians 4:17).
God is in control. “God ... will not let you be tempted beyond
what you can bear” (1 Corinthians 10:13).
Trials come with God’s grace for endurance. “My grace is
suﬃcient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” (2
Corinthians 12:9).
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Trials strengthen you in your weaknesses. I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in diﬃculties. For
when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:10).
“He has made everything beautiful in its time”
(Ecclesiastes 3:11).
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“Knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience” (James
1:3). Patience is one of the qualities that we all need. Within the
Christian's life, over time develops this and with maturity.
Within our patience, our souls have meaning, as well as
being. We come alive to God as we develop tolerance during
each trial. A seventh sense seems to be a part of our God's
design just for this purpose.
Christians seem to pray for patience as intuitively as birds
fly south for the winter. This much-needed patience helps
believers grow in their walk with God.
Another description of testing is the proving of our faith.
Do you say you believe God? Hey, big deal; the devil does too.
The proving of your faith is never really for God's benefit. God
knows the truth about the whole situation. He wants you
involved and moving toward His purpose.
We disappoint ourselves because we frequently think we
are further down the road than we are. "I thought I had
conquered that area." But here comes the situation all over
again. But you shouldn't feel condemned like you've let God
down, or you disappointed God. No, God knew all about the
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situation, and He allowed it for us to draw closer to Him. The
temptation is common to all men. Count it all joy because the
attraction is the testing of your faith, and this testing of your
faith develops patience.
Patience is a quality much needed. So often, our failure is in
waiting upon God. And that is true throughout the Bible. So
many within the Scriptures got into trouble because they didn't
wait upon God. They failed in the test of faith because of a lack
of patience.
Abraham later passed the test with Isaac; yet failed in his
birth. When God promised to give him a son, he wasn't patient.
Sarah finally came and said, oh, come on, Abraham, we are too
old, and it's not going to work. You take my handmaiden, and
you have a son by her. And when the child is born, I'll take it on
my lap, and it will be as my child. But I'm just not going to be
able to carry a child at my age. Their failure of faith was the fact
that they didn't wait upon God until God responded or
answered. The testing of our faith develops patience.
But, like Abraham, whenever we do not wait upon God, we
always create problems for ourselves. And so, it's vital that
when tested, we learn to wait upon God — knowing this, that
the trying of your faith works patience.
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A PROMISE

“Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall
utterly fall: But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run,
and not be weary, and they shall walk, and not faint”… (Isaiah
40:28-31).
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A PRAYER

Dear Father, help me to forget the things behind me, give me
vision, let me dream, give me purpose. Let me mount up with
wings as eagles; may I run, and not be weary; and walk, and not
faint.
Help me to put oﬀ worrying—and put on the peace that
comes through trusting You. Help me bring my thoughts under
control by putting on the mind of Christ. In Jesus's
name-AMEN
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HOW TO EMBRACE THE TRIALS OF LIFE

"It is good for me that I was aﬄicted, that I may learn Your statutes."
(Psalm 119:71).

O

ne purpose of a trial is to know what is in your heart.
Not that God doesn't already know. The problem is, we
don't know what's in our hearts. We may think that we're okay
and we don't have a problem. Thus, God will allow a trial in our
life to show us what's really in our hearts.
The prophet Jeremiah reaﬃrms, “The heart is deceitful above
all things, and desperately wicked; Who can know it? I, the LORD,
search the heart, I test the mind.” (Jeremiah 17:9-10). God’s testing
helps us to understand ourselves and to know our limitations
and our weaknesses, so we will learn to trust in God and not in
ourselves.
During trials, it is challenging to realize that God will lead
us to step by step. There are so many things in our hearts that
God needs to deal with, but He cannot deal with them until
they surface, and testing will do that to allow us to see the
truth. We need to be humble. We cannot allow pride to rule in
our hearts. Pride will always keep us from seeing the truth
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about ourselves. Always remember that God hates the proud
(Proverbs 6:16-17). Pride is a great enemy to you. It will lie to you,
and it can destroy you. But "humble yourself in the sight of the
Lord, and He will lift you up" (James 4:10).
Every trial is intended to bring us closer to God, where we
learn to grow and where we see the power and the love of God
manifested. It's there where you come into a deeper relationship with God. James tells us to, “But let patience have its perfect
work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing”
(James 1:4).
Another purpose for trials is to mold us into the image of Jesus
Christ. They also bring you into maturity as you learn lessons
from trials. God would have us to grow up and become mature.
Patience is one of the main ways that produces wisdom and
maturity.
Jesus taught His disciples, and that includes us today, "Be ye
therefore perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect." That you
might be perfect means that you oﬀer your life as a sacrifice to
God. It also means that you might be mature, that you might
grow up, that you might fulfill God’s purpose.
This Word patience does not describe a passive waiting but
an active endurance. Perseverance is "the frame of mind which
endures." You don't become patient by trying to be patient. It
isn't something that we receive as a gift of the Holy Spirit. It is
something that God has chosen to develop in us through trials.
We don't like to hear that; we would rather have instant
patience. "Lord gives me patience, and I want it right now."
Believers do everything possible to avoid trials. We try to
avoid them like the plague. Interestingly, they are referred to by
Peter as being more precious than gold. There often comes a
time when we look back upon a trial and bless God for it,
rather than murmur to Him about it as we did before.
God's Word is full of instructions for us to follow. Whatever
we need in life, He has a promise it and a way for us to apply it
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to our life. Believers can count on God's grace and mercy in
everything that comes their way. “I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what that good and
acceptable and perfect will of God." (Romans 12:1-2)
What a glorious promise! How many times in coming to
God do we come based on this verse? We often don't know
what to do in a situation. There are so many things in life that
we don't know what the correct path is to take. We lack
wisdom. It's beautiful to be able to come to God and ask for
wisdom and realize that He will give to all believers freely. The
wisest thing that you can ever do is to seek the knowledge
of God.
James tells us, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God,
who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given
to him” (James 1:5).
Trials bring a necessary season to seek wisdom from God.
We often don't know how much we need understanding until
our time of diﬃculty. During a test we need to see if it is something God wants us to eliminate from our lives, is it a lesson we
need to apply to our lives, or is the devil attacking our faith in
God? Wisdom must discern between the three, perseverance to
get through it, and trust in God is knowing He is with us.
Wisdom is much more than knowledge, and believers need
to seek it with their whole heart. Knowledge is raw information, but wisdom knows how to use it. Someone once said that
“knowledge is the ability to take things apart, but wisdom is the
ability to put things together.”
“But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is
like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind” (James 1:6).
Sometimes we lack unwavering faith. We doubt that God
will work in us and help us through this trial. James tells us that
136

# “No Room in the Inn?”

we should ask in faith, nothing wavering. He tells us that
wavering hope is weak faith. Unwavering faith is sure and
founded on the promises of God.
Believers waver on many issues because they do not know
the will of the Lord on a specific matter. But we must remember
that our request for wisdom must be made like any other
request – in faith, without doubting God's ability or desire to
give us His knowledge.
We must come in faith and must ask in faith. We must pray
for God's guidance with no doubting. Scripture tells us the one
who doubts and lacks confidence should not expect to receive
anything from the Lord. This lack of faith and trust in God also
shows that we don’t have a strong enough foundation and will
cause us to be unstable in all our ways.
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Paul the Apostle gives us insight for our growth during trials,
"And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also, knowing that
tribulation worketh patience, and patience, experience and experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us"
(Romans 5:3-5).
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught us that: “Blessed
are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely,
for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward
in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you”
(Matthew 5:10-12 [NJKV]).
Once again, the Bible tells us to count it all joy when you
fall into diverse problems. We glory in tribulation because we
have learned that in every trial, there is an opportunity for God
to manifest Himself in our life. Therefore, it's best to wait on
the Lord.
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TRIBULATION WORKETH PATIENCE —
PATIENCE BRINGS EXPERIENCE

As we wait upon God, we experience the work of God. We see
God's work. We learn by experience that God does work in
every situation where we wait on Him. We experience that
work of God, and as we experience God's faithfulness in
working out our problems, it only then enhances our hope.
So, we glory in tribulation because we know there is
another opportunity for God to work in our lives, for us to
experience God's love and God's grace anew as He works in our
situation. As we see the work of God completed, our hope gets
stronger. God is faithful and will keep His Word. The Lord will
prove all that He promised.
Scripture encourages us to embrace trials because they
have a refining purpose. Believers draw closer to God,
becoming more obedient and mature during these seasons.
Let's look at how Peter response to trials. He tells us to be
happy and joyful during them, "Beloved think it not strange
concerning the fiery trials which are to try you, as though some
strange thing happened unto you. But rejoice, in as much as ye are
partakers of Christ's suﬀerings, that when his glory shall be revealed,
ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. If ye be reproached for the
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name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God
resteth upon you: on their part, he is evil spoken of, but on your part,
He is glorified" (1 Peter 4:12-14).
When many people in the world go through hardship, they
curse God, speaking evil of Him, but His own glorify Him. This
recognition doesn't always happen, but it should.
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GOD WILL DELIVER US IN HIS TIME

"There hath no temptation taken you, but such as is common to man:
but God is faithful, who will not suﬀer you to be tempted above that
ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape,
that ye may be able to bear it" (1 Corinthians 10:13).
For whatever causes my trials, the lessons learned through
experience strengthens the seat of my personality, will, and
purpose. The way of escape which God has provided adds
substance to my faith and builds a firmer foundation in my
inward man. The spiritual teachings behind every trial illuminate the foundation of my new life.
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TRIBULATIONS + PATIENCE +
EXPERIENCE = HOPE!

There is an unbroken line from tribulation to hope that brings
about maturity in our lives. One leads to another, and they all
accommodate and perfect each other.
When we take an area of our lives to the Cross, we enter the
fellowship of his suﬀering. When God works patience in us
through tribulations, we truly gain experience and hope.
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PATIENCE = EXPERIENCE

The suﬀering and experiences of our life benefit God's people,
as we saw with the trials of Mary and Joseph at the birth of
Christ.
The Word of God is full of mercy, "Blessed be God, even the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the father of mercies and the God of
all comfort who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be
able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we are comforted" (2 Corinthians 1:3-4).
Jesus went through temptations in all areas of life, such as
we, but without sin. He drew from these trials the experience
which allowed Him to comfort others going through such an
ordeal. "For we have not a high priest which cannot be touched with
the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted as we are,
yet without sin" (Hebrews 4:15).
Because Jesus endured, learned, and was victorious, He can
identify and comfort us. His experience positions Him to be of
value to us in our time of need. He indeed relates to us firsthand in every area He has experienced. For with every experience, He has received hope, and because of every victory, He
has life-changing eﬀects upon whom He consults.
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"Let us, therefore, come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need" (Hebrews
4:16). Likewise, we are ministers who can take our experience
and use it to bring into the counsel and comfort to others. The
lessons we learn can be shared with others as we enter deeper
into the fellowship of His suﬀering.
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FROM EXPERIENCE COMES HOPE

"Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen" (Hebrews 11:1).
Hope is unseen; it is yet future, such as hoping for eternal
life or even the end of a trial. Our faith is in Jesus, and He is the
substance (everything which goes into making our faith possible, as
well as our reason for belief and the answer to everything). And He
is all the things we hope for, (eternal life, deliverance, new bodies,
experience, rewards, etc.), which makes him the evidence of the
things not seen.
The spirit bears witness to this transformation as we reflect
His image. Our faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the
proving of things not seen.
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ALL THINGS BECOME POSSIBLE

"All things are possible through Christ who strengthens us." Here
lies our faith, for it is God which worketh in you both to will
and to do of his good pleasure, (Philippians. 2:13). By His grace
and faithfulness, we endure our trials patiently, which adds
character to our life and brings alive our soul unto God.
Believers will experience God's love and working in them as
they see the hope set before them in Christ Jesus. God has
promised to see us through anything that comes our way.
He's working in our new life (soul) has taught us through
experience that His Word is sure and true. Thus, increasing our
hope as we reflect upon God's past workings during our next
trial. Hence, our spiritual walk and future in Him look hopeful.
All the fears, doubts, flesh, and sin, which first plagued our
trial is de-throne, and the real inward man, the seat of our new
life, takes its rightful place.
"Rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing instant in
prayer" (Romans 12:12). "For ye have need of patience, that after ye
have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise" (Hebrews
10:36).
It is interesting to note this scripture in Hebrews that we
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first do the will of God, and then with patience, we wait to
receive the promise. So, in faith, we do the will of God by
believing He will perform, then with patience, we await the
sign of His working, which is our hope. It is through our
endurance and its fruit-bearing that makes alive our soul, our new
life unto God.
Our souls live and have substance through our patience, for
through our patience, we are spiritually alive in Christ and
await the promise of eternal life, which flesh, and blood cannot
inherit.
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THE RIGHT RESPONSE TO OUR TRIALS
AND TEMPTATIONS

Discerning the right response to trials is impossible without God’s
wisdom. Formulating your theories, making your guesses, and
imagining your reasons for hardships are worthless. Only
under the guidance of divine knowledge can you begin to see
through the tragedy, uncover God's purposes, and discern the
proper response. There are several rational responses to trying
times:
1. Believe that the Lord is in control of the timing and
intensity of the trial. It may last a day, week, year, or
decades. First, Peter 5:6-7 promises that if we put
ourselves under God’s authority, He will be faithful
to resolve our diﬃculties in His time. We may want
Him to act sooner, but only He knows the perfect
time to carry out His purposes.
2. We must recognize that God has a specific purpose for allowing
each trial in our lives. Because He is a loving Father, He will not
prevent every challenge. However, the Lord will always endow
His children with the power to overcome the obstacles. Equally
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important, He will use those hard times to shape us into the
mature believers He desires us to be.
3. We must acknowledge that each trial is designed to meet a
specific need that God sees in our lives. Frequently, we will not see
or understand that need until the test is over, and we have
gained some distance and perspective. Then, we can look back
and realize that there was a great lesson to be learned or an
error to be corrected. Because God has that perspective from
the outset, He can do whatever is necessary to correct the
problem.
4. Be convinced that the Lord will walk with us through each
step of our stormy times in life. There will never be a moment
when He is absent. Hebrews 13:5 states this plainly, “I will never
desert you, nor will I ever forsake you.” Christ’s presence provides
a continual refueling of our courage and patience. With Jesus at
our side, what could overtake us?
Glorious victory: Although these are all positive ways to
deal with hardships, there is one response we must never
forget. Recognizing that by God's grace and power, we will not
only survive, but we will genuinely conquer life's obstacles.
That is true wisdom.
Understanding the causes, purposes, and right responses to
adversity are vitally essential for us, but it should in no way
mask the pain that we rightfully feel during these times.
Instead, joy comes in honestly confessing the dire condition of
an unpleasant situation and yet praising God for the good that
He will bring our way.
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OUR RESPONSIBILITY
RELY — RESIST — REMOVE

RELY upon the power of the Holy Spirit within you to enable
you to resist the temptation. Otherwise, how could the apostle
Paul assure us, "For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are
not under the law, but under grace" (Romans 6:14).
RESIST the temptation by choosing to say "No!" to its
appeal. Overcoming temptation is always a decision we make.
It is a decision based on the wisdom of honestly evaluating the
destructive consequences of yielding to the temptation.
REMOVE yourself from the presence of the temptation, if
possible. Scripture cautions us to, "walk circumspectly, not as
fools but as wise" (Ephesians 5:15). Timothy did not say to look
the other way or contemplate your options, he said to leave in
haste: "Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love,
peace" (2 Timothy 2:22).
Throughout the Bible, we are urged: "to flee away, escape"
"to flee for refuge," "flee youthful lusts" (flee fornication, idolatry, evil doctrine, envy, strife, railings) and "the love of money"
to name a few. If we cannot do something in faith, then it is
a sin.
For the joy set before us - we endure suﬀering. Taking each
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part of our lives to the cross allows God to mature us as we live
out the resurrected life in His Son. For the joy set before us, we
endure the suﬀering of our trials as we joyfully wait upon the
Lord to produce the fruit of the test in our lives. Thus, this trial
is creating and increasing patience within our new resurrected
life. Therefore, we have entered the fellowship of His suﬀering.
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WHAT WE GAIN THROUGH TRIALS

We gain an understanding of how weak we are.
Trials allow God to bear fruit in our lives and for us
to give Him the glory.
We come to know and experience His faithfulness in
a more personal way as He delivers us.
We can comfort others going through what we have
gone through.
Most of all, our soul - our life - our inner man - our
personality - our spirit - all come alive to God
through the patience which trials produce.
Patience is something God is working in us, and it is glorious to
see this quality developed as a part of our Christian nature and
character.
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PROMISES

“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you” (James 4:7).
“Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because
greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world” (1 John 4:4).
“There hath no temptation taken you, but such as is common to man:
but God is faithful, who will not suﬀer you to be tempted above that
ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape,
that ye may be able to bear it” (1 Corinthians 10:13).
“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Philippians 4:13).
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A PRAYER
WHEN MAKING A DIFFICULT DECISION

Dear Lord, the decision I must make will aﬀect my life
profoundly, and that makes me tense. Calm my mind. Show me
what to do and how to do it. Help me listen to your answer and
know the answer when it comes. Above all, help me see that it
will happen. In Jesus' name. Amen.
God is our refuge and strength; a very present help in trouble. (Psalm
46:1)
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RESISTING TEMPTATION IS CRUCIAL TO
YOUR MATURITY
EMBRACE TRIALS WHILE RESISTING TEMPTATIONS

"Therefore, submit to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you."
(James 4:7).

N

“

O ROOM IN THE INN” has become a metaphor for just
about everything that goes wrong in our lives. Not that
we take the story of Mary and Joseph lightly, but we can see
their trials and hardships reflected in our situations. However,
take courage in the Lord, knowing that our tests will produce
patience and hope. God is faithful to His promises to be with
us, deliver us, and strengthen our walk with Him.
Knowing God’s ways are not our ways, yet His way will
always perfect us as we wait upon Him. The trying of our faith
is transforming us into the image of Christ. Whatever the tribulation we are going through, He has a divine plan for it and a
purpose for us to fulfill.
God has a promise we can count on whenever we feel that
there is “NO ROOM IN THE INN” for us. “Being confident of this
very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will
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perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). We need
to exercise faith in His preordained will and discipline
ourselves to wait on the Lord and develop patience while
waiting for His answers to our breakthroughs.
Embrace trials while resisting temptations because the
temptation to evil desires and to act on them is dangerous. James
tells us that the reason this is so is that it will lead to sin and
death: "But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his
lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth
sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death" (James 1:14-15).
Where there is sin, there is always the death of some kind.
We experience — the end to a relationship, our influence, our
intimacy with God. The equation is absolute but straightforward: temptation plus sin equals death. Is the gratification of
your fascination and evil desires worth what it will destroy?
Beware!
It is easy to become discouraged and tempted to give up and
give in when we continue to fail before the tempter. Our
continued failure is often, in part, the result of our misunderstandings about the nature of temptation. Our responsibility is
to control the things that dominate our thoughts. Christ was
tempted, but without sin.
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Today the English noun temptation commonly means "enticement to sin." But the Greek word (peirasmos) can also mean
"test" or "trial" in the sense of adversity, as our English term also
did in earlier days.
A test or trial in the life of a believer usually involves some
form of an enticement to sin. For example, tested by painful
circumstances, the temptation to sin arises. Believers try
finding an easy but compromising way out and sometimes
doubting God's goodness, or even by leaving the faith altogether. The person who is tested by persecution, abuse, or
misunderstanding from others is tempted to sin by growing
bitter instead of forgiving. This connection probably accounts
for the double meaning of the Greek word in the first place.
Satan looks to entice us to disobey through lusts and temptations.
God seeks to draw us to obedience through love and deliverance.
“Satan is a deceiver, liar, and is roaming the earth seeking whom he
might devour” (1 Peter 5:8). Thankfully, "You are of God, little children, and have overcome them because He who is in you is greater
than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4).
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We are free moral agents, so the choice, along with the
consequences, is ours to make. We will reap what we sow.
DECIDE WISELY!
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HOW GOD CAN USE TEMPTATION

FIRST: Scripture shows us that God can use temptation to
reveal what is in our hearts. A lure can be used to test our character. The sight of Bathsheba tempted David to sin. (2 Samuel
11), he chose to commit adultery and murder, revealing the
extent to which lust ruled his heart. When such behavior manifested his character, the ugliness of what he saw there caused
him to repent, showing that within his heart lived a desire as
well to please God.
SECOND: A second purpose God can carry out through
temptation is to allow us a choice that clarifies significant
issues. The lure of Jesus in the wilderness carried out this
divine purpose. Satan enticed Jesus to use His power for selfpreservation or to bow down and worship him. In exchange for
earthly power and splendor, we recognize that these tests
pinpointed the ultimate issues involved in our Lord's mission
on earth. (Luke 4:5-8).
THIRD: God can work through the temptation to fortify
our will. The Apostle Paul told Timothy: "Train yourself to be
godly," comparing the process to physical training. Just as our
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physical muscles grow stronger through exercise, so also the
"muscle" of our will is strengthened by exercising doing right.
FORTH: Finally, God allows temptation so that we can
provide an example for others and a witness of God's grace
before His enemies. Perhaps the clearest biblical example of
this divine purpose is Job. Though Satan brought adversity on
Job in the hope that he would curse God to His face (Job 1:9-11),
he resisted that temptation. Instead, Job provided us with a
model to imitate, as in the phrase "the patience of Job."
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WHAT WOULD JESUS DO?

Matthew gives an account of the Temptation of Jesus in the
wilderness. In using the Short cut lie, Satan's oﬀer was that he
would give Jesus all the kingdoms of the world if He would bow
down to him. Then Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan!
For it is written, 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him
only you shall serve'” (Matthew 4:10).
Jesus had come to save the world and to repurchase it from
the grip and control of Satan. But it would take a horrible death
on the Cross to accomplish that. Satan was essentially oﬀering
Jesus a shortcut. "You don't have to suﬀer and go to the cross just
compromise, and I'll give you everything right now," Jesus
responded in each case by quoting scripture and by resisting
the temptation. We cast the final vote to sin or not to sin. No
one can throw it for us-regardless of the pressures we may be
facing.
God does promise to deliver us when tempted. However, He
does not guarantee that we will no longer be part of our life.
Satan knows our areas of weakness. If we have fallen in one
area before, rest assured that he will come at us again from the
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same angle. Jesus encourages us: "Be thou faithful unto death,
and I will give thee a crown of life” (Revelation 2:10).
First, God always limits the power of every temptation so
that we can overcome it. Second, He still supplies a way to
escape through it. The Holy Spirit guides us through the trials;
not around or over them. He is on our team throughout every
test. The Lord doesn't lead us into temptations but will see us
through them as we trust Him to do so.
Temptation itself is not a sin. Keep in mind that we are not
responsible for what flashes through our minds. Our responsibility is to control the things that dominate our thoughts. Jesus
dealt with temptations in all areas of life, but without sin.
Just like feeling angry is not sin, but, if not dealt with, can
be a temptation that needs immediate attention. It is what you
do with that anger that counts. James reminds us: “But every
man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his lust, and enticed.
Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it
is finished, bringeth forth death” (James 1:14-15). What you do with
the temptation is what counts!
Surely, God was not disappointed during the temptations of
Christ in the wilderness. Point being, the attraction is not a sin
unless we embrace it. Surely, He was not disappointed during
the temptations Christ endured. We confuse how we feel with
how God thinks about us. The Bible assures us that God
rewards those who are tempted-if they persevere: James 1:12
"Blessed [is] the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried,
he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to
them that love him."
The Bible promises us that God rewards those who are
tempted-if they persevere. James assures us: "Blessed [is] the man
that endures temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the
crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him"
(James 1:12).
We all want certain things: we all want peace - an inner
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peace in our lives. We all desire fulfillment - we want our lives
to be worthwhile -we want to have a feeling of satisfaction and
accomplishment. God has laid out a path for us, and He has
said that the way to peace - the way to fulfillment - the way to
the resurrected life is the way of the Cross.
You must deny yourself - you must take up your Cross.
Someone said the Cross in your life is often where your will crosses
God's will. You must follow Jesus, and you must not let anything
stand in the way of following Him. Anything that would stand
in the way, you must deny yourself in that area of life. The Lord
will always put His finger on what it is in our life -that specific
thing that is keeping us from following Jesus Christ. He will use
the trials and temptations of life to allow us to be complete in
Him, wanting nothing.
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HOW JESUS RESISTED THE ENEMY

Our best example of how to resist temptation is how Jesus
endured the enemy. After fasting forty days and forty nights,
Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted
by the devil, and He answered every temptation of Satan with
the Word. David wrote, "Your word I have hidden in my heart that
I might not sin against You" (Psalm 119:11).
Strength in overcoming the wicked one comes through the
Word of God. And then, our victory is through prayer. Paul
says, “praying with all prayer and the Word along with supplication
in the Spirit…” (Ephesians 6:13-18). Again, the real power against
the enemy and the world is prayer and supplication (petition)
in the Spirit. As you stand in the name of Jesus, you will come
to know, through God's Word and in prayer, the power and the
victory over the temptation that is trying to pull you down into
a pit. James exhorts us, "Therefore, submit to God. Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you" (James 4:7).
The Three Lies That Did Not Stumble Jesus
THE PROVE IT LIE: Here in Matthew 4:1-11, we see the
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account of Jesus' temptation by Satan. The first temptation
from Satan suggested that "If you are the Son of God, command
that these stones become bread" (v.3). This lie was the temptation
to allow the flesh to rule over the Spirit.
But He answered and said, “It is written, “Man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of
God” (v.4).
THE “FOR IT IS WRITTEN” LIE: The second temptation
was when Satan took Him up to the pinnacle of the temple and
was told to throw Himself down and let the angels save Him.
Here Satan took a verse out of context and tried to get Jesus to
test God inappropriately.
Jesus said to him, “It is written again, 'You shall not tempt the
LORD your God” (v.7).
THE SHORT CUT LIE: The third temptation Satan oﬀered
was that he would give Jesus all the kingdoms of the world if He
would bow down to him.
Then Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall
serve'” (v.10).
Jesus refused the devil’s temptations because God sent Him
to fulfill His purpose. But it would take a horrible death on the
Cross to accomplish that. Satan was essentially oﬀering Jesus a
shortcut to fulfilling His mission. "You don't have to suﬀer and go to
the Cross, just compromise, and I'll give you everything right now,"
Jesus responded in each case resisting the temptation using the
Word of God. Jesus was to be obedient to God's will and buying
into Satan's short cut lie would defeat His plan of salvation.
Nothing but the Cross could save humanity. Short cut lies
present themselves to Believers in this world; however, ask:
"What would Jesus do?"
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HOW TO USE YOUR “FOR IT IS WRITTEN”
WEAPON
PRAYING AND SPEAKING SCRIPTURE ARE TWO OF YOUR
MOST POTENT WEAPONS.

Since we are to be doers of the Word and not hearers only,
now's a proper time to put into practice the teaching of Christ.
Let's not make the mistakes. Eve did in the Garden. Best to
respond to our temptations as Jesus did. Remember, we have
put on the mind of Christ, so we should think, act, and answer
the same way Jesus does.
The following are a few lies that we meet during our lifetime. I will start us oﬀ, but I encourage you to continue with
your list. Only you and God knows what temptations you face.
THE LIE: The devil tricked me, and so I did it.
IT IS WRITTEN: “Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and He will draw near
to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you
double-minded” (James 4:7-8).
IT IS WRITTEN: "You are of God, little children, and have overcome them because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the
world” (1 John 4:4).
IT IS WRITTEN: "We know that whoever is born of God does
not sin, but he who has been born of God keeps himself, and the
wicked one does not touch him” (1 John 5:18).
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IT IS WRITTEN: “Put on the whole armor of God, that you
may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil” (Ephesians 6:11).
THE LIE: I will never change.
IT IS WRITTEN: “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed
on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;
And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free”
(John 8:31-32).
THE LIE: I don’t have the strength to do what is right.
IT IS WRITTEN: “I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13).
IT IS WRITTEN: “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge
Him, And He shall direct your paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6).
THE LIE: This trial will never end.
IT IS WRITTEN: “There has no temptation taken you, but such
as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suﬀer you to
be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also
make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it” (1 Corinthians
10:13).
IT IS WRITTEN: “In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a
little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that
the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold
that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise,
honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:6-7).
THE LIE: My friends are not going to influence me because
I'm strong enough to handle it.
IT IS WRITTEN: “He who walks with wise men will be wise,
but the companion of fools will be destroyed” (Proverbs 13:20).
IT IS WRITTEN: “For a righteous man may fall seven times
and rise again, but the wicked shall fall by calamity” (Proverbs
24:16).
THE LIE: I don’t have enough faith.
IT IS WRITTEN: “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God” (Romans 10:17).
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IT IS WRITTEN: “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the
sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the
race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God” (Hebrews 12:1-2).
IT IS WRITTEN: “REACHING forth unto those things which
are BEFORE, I PRESS TOWARD THE MARK FOR THE PRIZE
OF THE HIGH CALLING OF GOD IN CHRIST JESUS…,” (Philippians 3:7-14).
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PROMISES

“For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto
the glory of God by us. Now he which established us with you in
Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; Who hath also sealed us, and
given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts” (1 Corinthians 1:20-22).
“So, shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall
not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please,
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it” (Isaiah 55:11).
“Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs
of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath:
That by two immutable things, in which God couldn't lie, we might
have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon
the hope set before us" (Hebrews 6:17-18).
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A PRAYER

Lord, help me to learn this lesson – to know how weak I am,
and to say so, so that any good thing I do may reflect glory to
you. Teach me how to use Your Word and be like David – ready
to do battle in one moment and to sing Your praises in the next.
I oﬀer this prayer through Jesus Christ, and in His name. Amen.
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ENTER INTO THE FELLOWSHIP OF HIS
SUFFERING
WORSHIPING AT THE CROSS IS LIVING IN THE PAST

I

f you are still worshiping God at the foot of the Cross, you
are living in the past. Move beyond the Cross and live in the
power of His resurrection. We do this as we enter the fellowship of His suﬀering. The Cross was the tool God used to
prepare the way of salvation. We must also believe that God
raised Jesus from the dead because this is where the power of
God enters our lives. We died at the Cross to our old life. We
begin our new life in the resurrected power of the Holy Spirit.
As we live the resurrected life, we enter the fellowship of Jesus'
suﬀering. Thus, preparing us for trials and the spiritual battles
we will fight.
It is through the fellowship of His suﬀering we grow in
faith. And as we look to Jesus, the author, and finisher of our
faith, all things are possible. “Wherefore seeing we also are
compassed [surrounded] about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us,
and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking
unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that
was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrew 12:1-2).
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The writer of Hebrews likened the Christian life to running
in the Olympics. We that run in a race should put everything
we've got into winning. Let's note that we are not running a
human race where only one receives the prize. Our competition
is spiritual, and we’re running ours alone. Of course, we have
God running alongside us.
You're not trying to beat other believers over the finish line.
The only competitor is you, and the competition is the weights
and the sins that might stumble your life oﬀ course. Lay aside
the old life, sin not, resist the devil and let God be your running
track. Stay focused on Jesus and keep within your line.
When taking part in sports activities, it is incredible what
people are willing to go through for a corruptible crown. How
much more should we be ready to live a disciplined life for the
incorruptible crown awaiting us at our finished line?
Paul declared of himself that he had fought a good fight, he
had finished his race and was now looking to standing before
the Judge, to receive his reward, the crown of righteousness which
the Lord our righteous Judge shall give not only to him but to
all who loves His appearing.
The necessity of laying aside every weight and running with
patience is critical to our success. If we are to win this race, we
must not only put aside every pressure, but we must keep our
eye on the goal - Jesus. He is your focused target in the race.
To the Philippians, Paul spoke of pressing toward the mark
and pressing toward the goal. Since so great a cloud of
witnesses surrounds us, we should look at their life of faith and
accomplishments through faith. They witness to us of what
hope can do when we exercise it in our own lives. Their lives
bear witness to us of the value of walking with God.
We continuously try to assemble the Christmas toys for our
children, avoiding reading the instruction manual at all costs.
When all else fails, we turn to our last resort and open the
manual supplied us. Once we begin to follow the instructions,
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our project takes shape. We thus understand why they came
with our purchase.
This scenario plays out throughout our entire life, especially when it comes to our walk with God. Our prayer life
doesn't fare much better. We develop a plan for our life and
then ask God to bless it. A fiery trial comes our way, and we
seek every solution known to man before we commit it to
prayer. When we finally in faith, turn it over to God in prayer,
we receive the answers, help, strength, and patience to endure
the trials of life.
Jesus is the author of our faith. He is the one who has
planted faith in our hearts, and He is also the finisher of our
faith. “Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a
good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ”
(Philippians 1:6).
God will perfect that which concerns us. So, having begun,
He continues His work in our lives. He's the author, the finisher,
the beginning, the end. He said, "I am the Alpha and the
Omega; the beginning and the end…" (Revelation 1:8, 1:11, 21:6,
22:13). He is the finisher of everything.
Jesus is our example as we run the race. There are going to
be hardships along the way. God doesn't promise us a comfortable life. "In this world," Jesus said, "you will have tribulation, but
be of good cheer; I have overcome the world" (John 16:33). In
running the race, the prize of winning is the incentive, the glory
that comes to the victor, the joy of victory. In Christ's case, it
was the joy of being able to bring to us victory over sin,
freedom from sin, the forgiveness of sin, the pleasure of being
able to redeem us from our lost condition.
He endured the Cross; likewise, we to bear our Cross, so
pick it up daily and seek God. There is tremendous joy in
knowing I'm doing what God wants me to do. My life is in
harmony with the eternal plan of God.
The first fruit of Jesus’ suﬀering was the thief who believed
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in Him during the crucifixion, and as a result, he entered
paradise with his Lord and Savior. Paul wrote, "That I may know
him and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his
suﬀerings, being made conformable unto his death" (Philippians
3:10). Christ died for precisely this, our eternal redemption
through the power of His Cross and resurrection. "And Jesus
said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, today shalt thou be with
me in paradise…," (Luke 23:39-43). This thief was the first saved
in Christ. He entered heaven along with Jesus, his Lord, and
Savior. “We are confident, I say, and willing rather be absent from
the body, and to be present with the Lord" (2 Corinthians 5:8).
Therefore, the hope of eternal life is one reason we are
running the race and what we want. However, we are currently
living in this mortal body, and this body is our temporary
home. We are absent from dwelling there in the kingdom of
God due to this natural condition. Only death can release our
Spirit from this body that it might move into the new house,
the building of God, where there we will dwell with the Lord
forever.
You remember, in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus was
praying, "Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but thy will be done" (Matthew 26:39). He was
asking God that if it is possible, can we take an alternate
course? If by being religious, kind, sincere, or by anything; let
this cup pass from Me. However, Jesus drank the cup. He
endured the Cross, though He despised the shame. And He
now sits at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:2)
The only way to salvation is the Cross of Jesus. “Neither is
there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
Jesus suﬀered in this world. When we think of Jesus, we
usually consider the fact that He is righteous, holy, loving, and
kind. But here is something else to know about this person of
the Trinity: He is the God who has suﬀered. We don’t tend to
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think that a perfect Creator would experience such a human
trait as human pain and suﬀering. After all, why would you
suﬀer if you did not have to? "But for the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, despising the shame and is set down at the
right hand of the throne of God" (Hebrews 12:26).
But Jesus has suﬀered, and more deeply than any of us
could ever imagine. “Our God is a suﬀering God.” Isaiah
describes what Jesus (who is God) went through at Calvary, “He
is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised,
and we esteemed him not. Surely, he hath borne our griefs, and
carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God,
and aﬄicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, and he was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon
him, and with his stripes, we are healed” (Isaiah 53:3–5). LOVE
HURTS! You are not alone in your suﬀering today. Jesus walked
in your shoes, and He is here for you right now to CALL
ON HIM.
The birth and life of Jesus are primarily about God's unconditional love for the world. Although Jesus taught and healed
people, that wasn’t His primary purpose for coming to earth.
He specifically came as the Lamb of God to give Himself up for
us (John 1:29). Christ had to take human form, so He could one
day bear our sins and die on the Cross, “Because He paid the full
penalty for our transgressions, we can be forgiven and live forever
with Him” (1 Peter 2:24).
Having experienced the trials of life, Himself helps Him to
have empathy toward us during our seasons of hardship and
suﬀering. He will never say, "I feel your pain, I understand,
hang in there, and I will pray about it." He will always take the
time to comfort us, listen to us and intercede for us. Jesus is our
High Priest, Inviting Us to Come Boldly to the Throne of Grace.
We have in Christ, a glorious high priest. He has passed into
heaven to make intercession for us. He is a sympathetic high
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priest and understands our weakness. Becoming a man, He
experienced our temptations and knew our problems. Oh,
what a glorious high priest we have!
So, we approach God based on His grace and mercy
towards us, not based on our works and our deserving
anything. And because we approach God according to His
goodness and His beauty towards us, we can come boldly, and
we can always receive the help that we need. We can find grace
to help us in the time of our trial because we're coming based
on God's invitation to us as His child. We can approach God
based on our goodness, our eﬀorts, our works, or based on the
finished work of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Our choice is critical.
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HOW TO LIVE IN THE POWER OF HIS
RESURRECTION
THE RESURRECTED LIFE ALWAYS FOLLOWS THE CRUCIFIED
LIFE

The power of the resurrection follows the fellowship of His
suﬀering and the Cross. The Cross of Christ proves the length
to which God is willing to go in redemption. God will not
redeem men except on terms which leave them, men. He will
not do away with their power of free choice. God will always
honor your free choice, so choose wisely.
Yes, I want to know the power of the resurrection, but if I
am to experience that, I have got to, first, experience the fellowship of the suﬀering, the death on the Cross, the death to my
old self, my old nature. “Being made conformable unto his death; if
by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead”
(Philippians 3:10-11).
But how can you reach the resurrection of the dead unless
you, first, have died? You see, Jesus could not experience the
power of the resurrection until after the Cross. The Cross was
essential and necessary for Him to experience the power of the
resurrection. So, it is valid with us, and now I can experience
the power of His resurrection and my transformed life.
Paul’s teaching in Philippians 3:7-14 gives us great insight as
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to how to live the resurrected life and how to press on in Christ
Jesus.
That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection
(Philippians 3:10), we all should want to know Him in the power
of His resurrection. And more fully, "the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ." To know HIM is more than merely to see
a doctrine about Him. Believers come not only to redemption
but to the Redeemer Himself.
That I may know him—in truth and righteousness and the
power of His resurrection, being justification through faith in
the work of the Cross and raised spiritually with Him. By our
identification with Him in this, as in all the acts of His
redeeming work for us. The power of the Divine Spirit, which
raised Him from literal death, is the same, which raises
believers from spiritual death now and shall raise their bodies
from literal death hereafter.
Paul moves on to the fellowship of his suﬀerings (Philippians 3:10). I like power, but I don't like misery. If Jesus suﬀered
for us, we should suﬀer for Him. All true believers will enter
the fellowship of His suﬀerings, for this strengthens our faith
and produces maturity in our new life. The lessons we learn
will prepare us for any trial we might face.
Partaking in the fellowship of His suﬀerings—becomes our
identification with Him. He bore all our suﬀerings, so we take
part in His. It is part of God’s will for our lives to purify and
mature us for His glory.
Our flesh always rebels against suﬀering. We like the power,
but we don't like pain. We don't even like it when someone we
love is suﬀering through a trial. The disciples found it diﬃcult
to handle this truth when Jesus started talking about the
suﬀering that He was to experience. Peter cried out, "Lord, be
that far from thee." And Jesus said, "Get thee behind me, Satan, you
oﬀend me.... "(Matthew 16:23-24).
It was the natural cry of man, "Spare yourself from suﬀer190
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ing." But Paul is willing to follow Jesus to the Cross. "I want to
know him; I want to know him completely." Yes, the power of the
resurrection, but you can never know the power until you have,
first, known the Cross.
Paul's goal in running and winning his race is threefold:
1. That he might be found in Jesus Christ: Not having his
righteousness, the self-righteousness that comes by keeping the
law. But the righteousness that is imputed by God because of
his faith in Jesus Christ.
2. That he might know Christ, through the power of His
resurrection and the fellowship of His suﬀering. Thus,
becoming like Him in His death.
3. To apprehend that for which he was apprehended: Paul
was aware that God had a purpose for his life, and he wanted to
fulfill it. God has a purpose for each of our lives, and our goal
should be to carry out that purpose for which we were
apprehended.
We must keep our focus on Jesus Christ and His purpose
for our lives. Jesus was talking to Peter about how he was to die
for Christ, turning toward John, he asked: "But what about
him?" Jesus, as much as said, "That's none of your business, you
just stay focused on Me." Many times, we, like Peter, are saying,
"But what about him?" Jesus would urge us to focus upon Him
and run our race in faith and the power of the Holy Spirit.
Let Jesus be your life coach. The one who created the
universe and held it together. The one who always was always
is, and always will be. Christ is the Alpha and the Omega, the
author, and the finisher of our faith.
Paul said, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course,
I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at
that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his
appearing” (2 Timothy 4:7).
God has given every man a measure of faith. The faith that
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we have in our heart is a gift of God. Paul said, "By grace are you
saved through faith, and that not of yourself; it's a gift of God. Not of
works lest any man should boast" (Ephesians 2:8). Our salvation,
the faith by which we believe, is God's gift. In I Corinthians 12,
Paul lists faith as one of the gifts of the Spirit.
Scripture portrays the Christian life as a walk. It speaks of
walking in the Spirit, walking in the flesh, walking in Light,
walking in Darkness, walking in love, and walking in the truth.
The Lord made a bold statement about faith, “Jesus answered
and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt
not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if
ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast
into the sea; it shall be done. And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask
in prayer, believing, ye shall receive” (Matthew 21:21-22).
Many believers have never experienced the power of the
risen life. They have stayed away from the fellowship of the
suﬀering and crucified life. I want to hold on to the things of
the flesh. I don't want to see it nailed to the Cross. But you will
never know the life of the resurrected Christ until you have
experienced the fellowship of the suﬀerings.
Some believers feel they have reached, or they have
achieved their spiritual walk. But Paul, the apostle said, "Look, I
don't consider that I have attained; I don't look at myself as
being perfect, the work of the Lord is not yet complete in me."
Conforming to the likeness of His death," namely, by
degrading of the bodily self." Thus, it ensures the believer to be,
"accounted worthy to obtain the resurrection from the dead…" (Luke
20:35). And, "The resurrection of the just…" (Luke 14:14). When
the Lord apprehended us, He did so with grace and mercy. He
said, "I have chosen you and ordained you that you should be my
disciple…" (John 15:16) so, we turn to follow Him in faith.
The race we are running, winning the crown of victory, my
course completed, and perfection reached. When we are looking
up in Jesus' face, just overwhelmed by His glory and love, we
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will say, "I finally have apprehended that for which I was apprehended. The Lord intended for me, to be with Him in His kingdom, to share with Him His glory.
Paul knows where the finish line is, how to reach it, and
what prize awaits him. Therefore, he has a plan to win, “but this
one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians
3:13-14).
Looking back is sure to end in going back! The story of Lot's
wife tells us what happens when we take our eyes oﬀ the prize.
God's Word to us is as it was to Israel, "Speak unto the children
of Israel that they go forward" (Exodus 14:15). The Bible is our
landmark to show us whether we are progressing or backsliding.
Remember, before His resurrection, Jesus first endured the
Cross. The resurrected life always follows the crucified life. The
power of the resurrection follows the fellowship of the
suﬀering by way of the Cross. And so yes, I want to know the
power of the resurrection. But if I am to experience that, I first
must experience the fellowship of the suﬀering, the death on
the Cross, the death to my old self, my old nature.
You will never know the life of the resurrected Christ until
you have experienced the fellowship of His suﬀerings. It is all
part of following Jesus and being in Christ. As the children of
God; we get to be part of the family of pain: "If children, then
heirs – heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ, if indeed we suﬀer for
Him, that we may also be glorified together” (Romans 8:17).
Being in Christ is conforming to His death to reach His
resurrected life. Christians called according to His purpose will
find it a necessary path to maturity, this resurrection life right
now, and the ultimate resurrection from the dead. The
suﬀering is worth it, considering the greatness of the goal of
transformation from the dead, Eternal Life!
193

OUR TRUE IDENTITY "IN CHRIST"

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
Knowing our identity "in Christ" and inheriting eternal life
should be reward enough. Again, the question is, “WHAT’S IN
IT FOR ME?” Once you are FREE FROM, you are FREE TO BE.
Free to become, to do, to achieve, to fulfill GOD’S great purpose
in your life, and to walk in obedience. If you are going to reach
your potential through freedom in Jesus Christ, you must first
recognize your need to be set free.
To be free, you must have a sense of belonging, a sense of
worthiness, and a sense of competence found only in Christ.
Therefore, our position in Jesus Christ is unchanging, eternal,
unalterable, and a work of grace.
The truth about your freedom in Jesus Christ is based on
fact, not feeling. You have a relationship with Him, you are His
workmanship, and redemption is your eternal possession.
The truth that sets you free arises from your knowledge of
your position, personage, and possessions in Christ.
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Your position tells you that you belong to Christ,
which ends insecurity.
Your personage is who you are in Christ, which ends
inferiority.
Your Possessions tell you what you have in Christ,
which ends inadequacy.
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A PROMISE

“Then said Jesus unto them, when ye have lifted up the Son of man,
then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but
as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. And he that sent
me is with me: The Father hath not left me alone; for I do always
those things that please him. As he spake these words, many believed
on him. Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, if ye
continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:28-32).
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A PRAYER

Dear Lord, I am grateful that You have made a way for me to
move from death to life. Remind me that this is a gift of Your
grace, and not a result of anything I have done, or can do. Keep
me aware that the "old man" in me will always seek to draw me
back to that way of death. I pray these things in the gracious
name of Jesus, amen.
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GOD IS THE PROMISE-KEEPER
YOU CAN BET YOUR LIFE ON IT!

“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the
glory of God through us” (2 Corinthians 1:20).

H

ave you ever argued with God knowing you will never
win? Or making promises in the Spirit that your flesh
refuses to fulfill? Well, a crazy thing happened on the way to
eternity. I lost an argument with God. Can you believe that?
There I was in the back of my semitrailer, making a delivery,
and arguing with God. Attempting to negotiate terms with Him
knowing quite well, He doesn't play that game.
I was trying to negotiate the terms of dating my checkout
girl at the grocery store. I had been going there buying one item
at a time to talk to her. Never having the nerve to ask her out, I
just kept going in, hoping God would open the door. He might
give me the backbone to pursue this desire. I tried bargaining
with Him explaining how great of an addition she would be to
His kingdom, and I would help bring this about for Him.
The argument with God in my semitrailer had us both
standing our ground. Telling Him, I was going to ask her out
the next time I went shopping, and God was saying absolutely,
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NOT! As we went around and around, I stepped oﬀ the back of
my trailer, landing on my back. Looking up to heaven, I heard
His still small voice saying, “Do I have your attention now?” He
did; however, there are diﬀerences between hearing, listening,
and doing.
Many times, my flesh pondered, "how can I live for the Lord
and still get my way?" Short answer, I can’t! Nevertheless, I still
disobeyed Him by going to see her, and this time, I would ask
her out.
Upon my next visit, she was so excited to see me, which
encouraged me to ask the question. Though her delight was
not because of me, it was her last day at work. She was moving
back east and just wanted to say goodbye. So much for our
future together. God decided that if I would not listen and obey
Him concerning this temptation, He'd remove it from my life.
His ways are not our ways, and the sooner we surrender to
God's will, the easier and quicker it is to receive the right
promise.
In contrast, back in 1976, a friend invited my girlfriend and
me to attend a spiritual revival. She didn't know the Lord, but
she was looking for Him, and her excitement melted my heart.
Even though I was still hiding from God and my heart just
wasn't ready to surrender, we attended.
Talk about a spiritual jamboree! With thousands of people,
TV news crews, and the Holy Spirit moving, we took our seats.
The stage was jamming with believer after believer being slainin-the Spirit, prophecy spoken, and an audience full of
enthusiasm.
I'm not proud of this part of my story. However, full disclosure would have me share this story to show how ridiculous
and deprived my thinking had become. With the Holy Spirit
descending on the crowd and nudging me to go forward, I told
my girlfriend I'd be right back.
The walk to the stage was long enough to have another
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argument with God. I needed to repent, but my hair brain idea
was to stop smoking. I needed deliverance from my sins and
not just my bad habit. This argument sounds a lot like my
freedom from jail issues.
Arriving on the stage, a pastor stuck a microphone in my
face and asked me one question. "Son, do you know Jesus
Christ as your personal Lord and Savior?" My reply was one
word, “OOPS!” That microphone was very loud. A couple of
pastors gathered around me, prophesying over me, praying and
laying hands on me.
As the crowd began praising the Lord and praying me into
the kingdom, I found myself handing them my pack of cigarettes. As they tossed them aside, it was decision time. So
embarrassing, such a disappointment in myself, I just wanted
to flee. But the show must go on.
Anticipating my slain in the spirit descent, looking over my
shoulder for the safety net, I went down. Now my dilemma was
not knowing how long I should remain slain. So much stress, I
just wanted a cigarette. Picking myself up, heading for the
parking lot to have someone give me a smoke.
Once outside, people recognized me being the one that gave
my habit to God. Feeling like Peter denying Jesus, I quickly
inhaled and rushed back to my seat. To my delightful surprise,
my girlfriend was on stage, receiving Jesus Christ as her Savior.
There you have it; He had a plan for her and worked through
my foolishness to fulfill His will.
On the ride home, I explained to her the importance of the
decision she had made. How much God loves her and how
perfect His plan is for her. I then shared the following Scripture: “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what
communion hath light with darkness?” (2 Corinthians 6:14).
The word confused would be an understatement. I went on
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to explain why God would have me break up with her. Telling
that since she was born-again, and I was still living in sin, it
would be in her best interest to concentrate on her new life
with Christ. Even though I was far away from my Lord, I had
enough conviction not to hinder a child of God.
How could I obey God in my backslidden state but disobey
when I was seeking Him with my whole heart? I'm sure it has
much to do about listening. God chastens us because He loves
us and wants us to return to our first love. God will work
through us for His glory, no matter the condition of our hearts.
The scriptures are full of examples of how He used evil and
sinful men for His Purpose.
Often God has tried to speak to me through a still small
voice, and I didn’t listen. Such the case with my argument with
Him in the back of my trailer. Subsequently, He brought the
hammer down on me to get my attention. All because His whispering didn’t penetrate my heart.
Sometimes God speaks through earthquakes, wind, and
fire. We remember those times and expect Him to always talk
in those ways. But most generally, when God speaks to us, He
speaks in a still small voice. If we are spiritually sensitive, our
hearts will hear the voice of God.
Concerning my crush on my check out girl. Some plant,
some water but it is God that gives the increase. We are to
testify of the salvation in Christ and let the Holy Spirit draw
them to God. We cannot save anyone no matter what our
motive is, good or bad. Until a person is ready, no amount of
argument or desire from us will convince them you are right.
We cannot push anyone into the kingdom. Only the conviction
and drawing of the Holy Spirit will achieve this. Additionally,
God has no desire to answer our requests so that we can
consume it upon our flesh.
By not being silent, we often miss the voice of God because
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we are expecting Him to speak in some great thunderous tone.
We need to get our hearts quiet before God. We must believe
the still small voice of God within guides us assures us of His
love and assures us of His Purpose. It's that even faint voice
within needing our attention and obedience. Then we will
receive the strength and help from God when He speaks to us.
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Understanding God’s promises are vital for every trial and
temptation we face in life. There are promises to deliver us
from them, to help guide us through them and teach us spiritual lessons to mature us. There are over 3,000 promises in the
Bible. Jesus promises us that He will be with us even to the
world's end. God promises to only give good things to us. God
promises us eternal life if we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.
There are many, many other promises awaiting your response.
There are two Principles we need to learn about God’s
Promises. 1) We must understand that "God's past promises/workings meet our present response." 2) And, "Faith is believing God's
Word and acting upon it."
For example, we have a promise that if we believe in Jesus
Christ and are born again, we will receive eternal life. Therefore, applying the Principle in faith brings the blessing.
Without these two Principles, the Process of Transforming us
into the Image of Christ will not take root to change our lives.
We first believe in faith that God will fulfill His promise,
and then we apply the Principles of teaching by doing those
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things that prove we accept and love God. You say you have faith
then prove it.
James exhorts to practice what we preach, “But be doers of
the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is
a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his
natural face in a mirror; for he observes himself, goes away, and
immediately forgets what kind of man he was” (James 1:22-24).
A promise is only as reliable as the one who makes it. When
God makes a promise, He will keep it, and you can believe it to
be true. Numbers 23:19 states, “God is not a man, that He should
lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent. Has He said, and will
He not do? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?”
Because some circumstances are beyond our control, we
can’t always keep our promises, but the Sovereign Lord of the
Universe always fulfills His Word. To understand how important, the Lord's faithfulness is, we must recognize that the
Christian life is dependent upon His promises.
For example, the only reason we're certain we have Eternal
Life, a home in heaven, and resurrected bodies awaiting us, is
because Jesus guaranteed these things to His followers. God's
promises saturate Scripture, but the most important thing to
remember is not how many there are, but the fact that God
keeps every single one. We must understand just how able and
powerful He is.
God has made many promises that He intends to keep.
They are not without action on our part. He promises to bless
us, assuming we meet His conditions. Those looking to use any
guarantee should be seeking Him, walking with Him, living in
Him, and obeying Him.
The reason God can Keep His promises because He made
them and created the path to their fulfillment. God says, if you
faithfully believe and apply my promises, I will fulfill them
because I’ve already prepaid the way beforehand.
Paraphrased, God is saying, “if you do this, I will do that
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because I have already done this." Thus, His preordained plan for
us included His Promises. A promise is a verbal or written
commitment to perform a specific act or to refrain from doing
something. Therefore, a divine oath is God's assurance that He
will do what He says.

207

GOD MAKES TWO TYPES OF PROMISES

UNCONDITIONAL. This type is a commitment made without
exceptions. The Lord's covenant with Abraham is an excellent
example of this (Genesis 12:1-3). God committed to make him a
great nation and bless all the families of the earth through him.
As his descendant, Jesus Christ fulfilled this blessed promise
because salvation is available to everyone who believes in Him.
CONDITIONAL. This type of promise is subject to specific
mandates. For example, the condition of salvation relies upon
faith in Christ. Although God makes both kinds in Scripture,
we can only make or receive conditional ones because we can’t
control every circumstance.
It is not enough to read a promise, claim it, and expect God
to apply it in your life. Promises are not God's “Blab It and Grab
It Doctrine”! Furthermore, we can't just “Name It and Claim It."
With every promise comes conditions, we as believers must
apply, or they don't work.
God, in His wisdom, has supplied us instructions to follow
when looking to apply any of His promises. God has promised
many glorious things for those living by faith in His Son. God's
great love has provided us a way to reunite with Him and live
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the life he planned for us from the beginning. The promise to
send His Son to die on the Cross for us is glorious!
All His commandments, rules, and advice are for our
protection. Violating any of God's commandments or His information violates His Principles of life! So, God’s Processes are
the glue that holds together His Promises and Principles. Thus,
producing His perfect will and purpose in our lives.
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READ THE COMPLETE SCRIPTURE AND
ADHERE TO THE WHOLE PROMISE

The most memorized, quoted, misused, and neglected verse in
all the Bible is John 3:16. “For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life.”
We are quick to bypass promises or to run with them,
taking them out of context. In many cases, we neglect to read
the complete Scripture, missing the consequences of not
adhering to what God has conveyed. If we read past John 3:16 to
verse 19, we understand that God made a promise with implications for those not using this life-saving promise.
Reading on, John 3:17-19, “For God did not send His Son into the
world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might
be saved.”
"He who believes in Him is not condemned, but he who does not
believe is condemned already because he has not believed in the name
of the only begotten Son of God."
"And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the
world, and men loved darkness rather than light because their deeds
were evil."
Reading and understanding the full context of Scripture is
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the only way it applies to our lives. Although given freely, we
need to perform our part to obtain the promise. Timothy points
out one benefit of God’s Word, “Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).
God has not given us His Word to hop skip and jump
around to see if something skips oﬀ the page at us that will
support our preconceived ideas. This method will never satisfy
God’s desire for us in any situation.
If the only approach you take in discovering God's Will is
opening the Bible and pointing your finger at a Scripture, you
are deceiving yourself. Life consists of many decisions,
combined with some skills. If you know the rules, the principles,
and the strategies, you will be successful on earth, pleasing to
God, performing His will and living throughout all eternity in
heaven. AMEN and AMEN!
WARNING: For unbelievers, the promises they should be
looking for are the ones leading to salvation. John 3:16 will bless
them eternally if they believe and receive this gift in faith.
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Because the Lord is adequate and faithful, we have a perfect
assurance that He will keep His promises. However, we must
position ourselves to receive what He wants to provide. Peter
gives us great advice, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts:
and be ready always to answer every man that asketh you a reason
of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear" (1 Peter 3:15).
OBEY GOD: Throughout the Old Testament, the Lord
issued covenants conditioned upon obedience (Deuteronomy
28). If we’ve asked God for something and He hasn’t yet
provided it, we need to search our hearts to see if we’ve did not
obey Him in some area. Did we miss the Principle? Maybe God
wants us to wait, or we don't need it in God's Eternal Plan
for us.
BELIEVE THE LORD: Faith is an indispensable requirement. Always ask yourself if you sincerely trust Him to fulfill
His Word. If you lack faith, ask God to increase your confidence. Remember, you can improve your loyalty, "So then faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans
10:17).
APPLY THE PROMISE: When we believe the Lord will do
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what He says, we can confidently receive and apply the promise
for ourselves. But if we have doubts, feel concerned and
worried even after praying about it, this will hinder our prayer
requests.
God is faithful – you can bet your life upon it!
Many people are close to receiving God's best, yet they can't
get over the obstacle of unbelief. They know the Lord fulfilled
promises in the past but doubt He will do the same for them.
We should make it our goal to confidently say, "God said it, I
believe it, and that settles it!" Then we'll have the confidence to
live fruitful, abundant lives knowing that God is committed to
doing what's best for us.
If We Can Completely Believe Some of God’s Promises, Why
Do We Have Diﬃculty Believing All?
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“For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto
the glory of God by us. Now he which established us with you in
Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; Who hath also sealed us, and
given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts” (1 Corinthians 1:20-22).
“So, shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not
return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and
it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it” (Isaiah 55:11).
“Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of
promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath:
That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to
lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to
lay hold upon the hope set before us” (Hebrews 6:17-18).
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A PRAYER

Dear Father, thank you for being the promise keeper. May I
receive in faith the promises about my life and Your Purpose for
me. Increase my knowledge of Your Word and teach me how to
apply the signs according to Your will. May I always obey your
commands and seek you daily. Might I grow in faith and always
be ready to share the gospel of salvation with ones you send my
way. In Jesus' name, Amen and Amen.
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LEARN HOW TO SOW IN GOOD SOIL
A PARABLE IS AN EARTHLY STORY CONTAINING A
HEAVENLY MEANING

It has applications for us today on earth and in eternity to come.

L

ET’S REVIEW: The Word of God is a book of answers
and not a book of perpetual puzzles. The BIBLE was
written over 1,600 years, by 40 diﬀerent authors, on three continents, in 3 languages, on 100's of subjects, with COMPLETE
HARMONY, without CONTRADICTION! The SCRIPTURES
have one Central Storyline, GOD’S REDEMPTION OF
MANKIND THROUGH JESUS CHRIST (HIS SON) THE
WORD OF GOD.
Some people understand and believe His Word, while
others refuse to hear it all together. When His disciples asked
why He spoke to the crowd in parables, Jesus answered,
"Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of
heaven, but to them, it is not given" (Matthew 13:11). The inability
to understand the things of God is not due to a lack of clarity or
precise instructions laid out in His Word. But instead a sign of
reprobation. People choose not to hear the things of God. Since
they do not want to keep God in their knowledge, He will give
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them over to a reprobate (depraved) mind. (Romans 1:28). So
once again, we will reap what we sow. "If we sow to the flesh, we
will reap corruption, but if we sow to the Spirit, we shall of the
Spirit reap life everlasting…" (Galatians 6:8).
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Jesus taught many valuable lessons through parables but,
before we look at this parable, let's first explain what a parable
is. The Word parable in the Greek is (parabola), which signifies
placing beside or together, to make a comparison. A parable is,
therefore, literally a story, an illustration of one subject by
another. Parables generally teach one pivotal point or principle.
The parables of Jesus are unique in approach and eﬀectiveness, because they reflect everyday experiences of people, with
emotional endings that bring the message home powerfully.
People listened with astonishment and searched for spiritual
answers with life-changing applications. Emphasis placed at
the end of the story – making a definite conclusion that led the
listener to accept the message as Jesus taught these stories.
Parables hold the “mysteries of the kingdom of heaven”
(Matthew 13:11), as well as "things which had been kept secret
from the foundation of the world" (Matthew 13:35). The beautiful Gospel of Christ has revealed these mysteries and secret
things to believers.
The Apostle Paul was writing to Roman Saints, who were
causing divisions in the church. He was urging them to be wise
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and continue in prayer. Paul shares a promise: "Now to him that
is of power to establish you according to my Gospel, and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery,
which was kept secret since the world began, but now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the
obedience of faith: To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ
forever. Amen” (Romans 16:25-27).
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JESUS’ PARABLE OF THE SOWER MATTHEW 13: 3-9

The Parable of The Sower Paraphrased:
A farmer spreads seed that falls into four types of soil. The
birds eat the seed that falls on hard soil because it never sunk
into the ground. A seed that falls on rocks springs up quickly
but withers due to lack root. The seed that falls in weeds are
choked out and overtaken for lack of sun. The seed that falls in
GOOD SOIL produces much fruit.
This parable explains that the four soils symbolize four
types of hearts and the responses after people hear the proclamation of the kingdom of God. The parable challenges us to
receive the Word about the kingdom of heaven. To focus on
that message and grow. A real hearing and understanding of
the message of the Kingdom of God becomes a crucial lesson
and can help a believer in producing a productive life.
The purpose of a parable is always to explain the truth.
When a person cannot understand or see a fact, then you use a
story. You take something familiar to them, something that they
can understand, and incorporate this into an account that
teaches the principles that you are trying to get across to them.
Jesus noticed that the people were not listening when He
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spoke simple truths, so He began to tell stories to encourage the
people to listen to Him. Jesus spoke in the language of the
people – He taught at their level. Jesus taught this way to
convey the message of salvation and the kingdom clearly and
straightforwardly.
THE SOWER: The emphasis of the parable is not on the
sower; it is on the seed, and what happens to the grain when it
falls on diﬀerent soils. A sower went out to sow, and as he
sowed, some seed fell by the wayside on a stony place among
thorns on good ground. In this parable, the seed fell on four
distinct types of soil. So, the "sower" in this parable likely refers
to Jesus.
THE SEED: The seed is the Word of the Kingdom (Matthew 13:19a). The seed also stands for the Gospel of the
Kingdom, which was the theme of Jesus’ preaching – (Matthew
4:23).
LET’S REVIEW THE FOUR SOILS: 1) Seed that falls on
hard soil, 2) Seed that falls on rocks, 3) Seed that falls in weeds,
and 4) Seed that falls in GOOD SOIL.
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“THE WAYSIDE” (THE FIRST SOIL)

The wayside was the path where people walked, and nothing
could grow there in part because the ground was too hard. Like
birds eating seed on the road, the devil snatches the Word away
from people's hearts so that it does not take root there. This
seed symbolizes people who are hearers only and never allow
the Word to take root in their lives. In Luke Chapter 8, he gives
us a few more words of Christ concerning it in his Gospel. “The
field is the world, the seed is the Word of God, and he who sows it is
the Son of man, Jesus Christ.”
This soil stands for one who "hears....and does not understand" (Matthew 13:19a). Also, these are those who have hardened their hearts before hearing the Word – (Matthew 13:15).
God's Word sown throughout the world; some of it falls on the
wayside.
The “birds” represent “the wicked one” (called "the devil" in
Luke 8:12) who snatches away the Word from those with harden
hearts. Their condition, therefore, is one of being "blinded” by
Satan to the Gospel - (2 Corinthians 4: 3-4).
While Satan contributes to their blindness, they confirm it
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in the hardness of heart! So, there is an immediate rejection.
There is nothing, and there is no response. The Word doesn't
take root. It does nothing.
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“THE STONY PLACES” (THE SECOND
SOIL)

This soil stands for the one who "hears the word and at once
receives it with joy" (Matthew 13:20), "yet has no root in themselves and endures only for a while." So, "when tribulation or
persecution arises, immediately they stumble" (Matthew 13:2021b). They've never rooted themselves in the truth. They've
never really studied the Word to any significant degree. They've
never developed a solid foundation for their faith.
When the time comes to stand and pay the price to be a
Christian, many do not pass the test. Their faith was superficial.
The righteous person, on the other hand, flourishes like a tree
planted by streams of water: According to Psalm 1:3, “He shall be
like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in
its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does
shall prosper.”
People with no deep roots are often shallow people – these
people tend to lack courage, conviction, stability, and perseverance. Every wind of doctrine that blows their way entices them.
They are those who receive the Word with joy having a tremendous emotional experience, but there is no depth. And when
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trials come, persecution begins to come, they fall away, because
they lack depth.
This Stony Place teaches us that an emotional reaction
without a solid foundation based upon the Word will not
enable one to stand against tribulation and persecution. So,
when troubles arise in their lives, there is no endurance and
stumbling occur.
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“AMONG THE THORNS” (THE THIRD
SOIL)

This third category of seed is that which fell among thorns.
These are people with hearts who have received the Word of
God. There has been that development within them through
the Word, but thorns have grown up with it. Because the thorns
ultimately choke out the life of the Word, it becomes unfruitful.
These thorns are the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches,
and the desire for other things. Unfortunately, this scenario represents many of us today.
This seed seems to have a better chance for growth and
development than the other two we previously discussed.
However, thorns and thistles come and overtake what has
sprouted — depriving the seedings of moisture and light,
choking them, and stunting their growth. Likewise, the cares of
this world choke out the fruitfulness the Word could produce
in our lives. Thus, we are not bringing forth that fruit the Lord
desires.
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“THE GOOD GROUND” (THE FOURTH
SOIL)

The three earlier fields should not discourage God's workers.
Instead, we should take faith that many who respond to God's
Word will grow to full ripeness. For many believers, these three
fields could be stages of growth toward fullness in Christ.
Believers should take courage during the seasons of life, for in
these times, they grow in the knowledge of God. These three
stages are opportunities to draw near to God and let His Word
guide you toward maturity. Thus, pray to receive an abundant
harvest as you acknowledge God in all your ways.
Good ground describes soil that is both fertile and weedfree. A good, productive crop grows in this field. This soil
stands for the one who “hears the Word and understands it”
(Matthew13:23a), “bearing fruit and producing good works for
the kingdom” (Matthew 13:23b).
They hear the Word with a humble and kind heart,
becoming doers of the Word and not hearers only. Luke
summarizes the outcome of this group of believers: “But that on
the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having
heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience” (Luke
8:15).
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They received the Word willingly with all readiness while:
“searching the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things
were so” (Acts 17:11).
One must note the importance of “understanding"
concerning "bearing fruit." Jesus made the connection between
the two in this parable: "But he who received seed on the good
ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed
bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty” (Matthew 13:23). -NKJV
Paul also connects the two and reminds us to fix our eyes on
heaven. “Because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of
which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, which
has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth
fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the
grace of God in truth” (Colossians 1:5-6). -NKJV
When one "knows the truth," they will more likely "bear
fruit,"; but the key to understanding is having a "good and
humble heart" that is willing to listen, study, meditate and
apply the truths we hear.
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WHAT KIND OF SOIL ARE YOU?

Understanding which of the four soils we are planting our seed
in will help motivate us one way or another. Remember, it is one
thing to understand the principles of parables, and it is quite another
thing to apply them to your life. If we are looking to incorporate
the Word into our lives, we first need to know which kind of soil
our seed is falling on. Redirecting our lives, asking God to heal
our hearts, and faithfully seeking the GOOD SOIL should be
our mission in life. An ongoing question in life should be,
“What kind of soil are we?”
“THE WAYSIDE” - If you have heard the Gospel of Christ
and His Kingdom, but are not yet a Christian, you may be hardening your heart. You are susceptible to Satan’s deception in
some form, to blind you and not allow the Word of God to have
its intended eﬀect!
"THE STONY PLACES" - If you responded to the Gospel at
one time, without building a firm foundation in the faith, you
would likely fall away when persecution or temptation comes
your way!
"AMONG THE THORNS" - If you responded to the Gospel
at one time, but are becoming too preoccupied with the cares,
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riches, and pleasures of this world, you will not be able to bear
much fruit!
"THE GOOD SOIL" - If you have responded to the Gospel
and are bearing fruit, your seed is growing. "Some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty" (Matthew 13:23). In 'The Parable of
the Talents' some receive more according to their ability. And
the use of what God has given them. – (Matthew 25:14-15).
Whatever our talents and gifts, we should exercise them
according to God's leading.
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GOOD THINGS HAPPEN IN GOOD SOIL

When your seed is growing:
You have a kind and humble heart!
You understand and are applying God’s Word!
You have been faithfully keeping His Word with
patience!
You are sharing the Good News with others!
The Word of God has been able to produce its
intended eﬀect in you!
You have become a “FRUIT-BEARING” BELIEVER when
you see the following things happening in your life:
The fruit of winning souls to Christ - Romans 1:13.
The fruit of practical holiness - Romans 6:22.
The fruit of sharing material things - Romans 15:27.
The fruit of the Spirit (i.e., a Christ-like character) Galatians 5:22-23.
The fruit of good works - Colossians 1:10.
The fruit of praise and thanksgiving - Hebrews 13:15.
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A PROMISE

Ask God which promise you to need to apply in your life.
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A PRAYER

Pray about how God wants you to use this promise in your life and
others
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“BE RENEWED IN THE SPIRIT OF YOUR
MIND”
GOD’S ETERNAL PURPOSE IS TO MAKE US LIKE HIMSELF

I

n preparation for the next chapter, we need to get our
minds under control. We will learn how to put on the
whole armor of God and keep it on. Each piece of these Spiritual tools is essential for winning the battles in life. Additionally, the condition of our heart before the Lord is paramount to
our thought life. “…For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he”
(Proverbs 23:7).
Putting on the mind of Christ is essential in controlling our
thought life. But first, we must put oﬀ our old carnal mind. God
has made promises and provisions for us to change our way of
thinking. His Word instructs us on how to submit to the will of
God. As we have discovered in earlier chapters, God's ways are
not our ways.
When we start to think in a carnal way, we must stop our
thoughts, take dominion over them in Jesus' name, and "not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind” (Romans 12:2). The question should always be, “What
would Jesus think and do?”
In this chapter, we will examine how vital our thought life is
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in winning our spiritual battles. “For though we walk in the flesh,
we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our warfare are
not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds;) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity
every thought to the obedience of Christ; And having in a readiness to
revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled” (2
Corinthians 10: 3-6).
Scripture has commanded us to "Put on The Whole Armor of
God." Once on, we are to keep it on. Our victory in spiritual
battles come in the power of the Holy Spirit. We prepare for
warfare by bringing our thoughts into captivity and obedience
by asking yourself in all situations, “what would Jesus think, do,
or say,” and then imitate Him. Our real battles, our real warfare
is not physical. They are spiritual battles with spirit entities that
surround us, and there is spiritual warfare continually going
on. One only needs to look around them to see the eﬀects of
pure evil in this world ruled by Satan.
Although, we walk in the flesh; that is, we are in a body of
flesh; our real warfare is not fleshly. Paul, writing to the
Ephesians, said, "For we wrestle not against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, and powers, and spiritual entities in
high places" (Ephesians 6:12).
“We walk in the weakness of the flesh," but though we WALK
in it, we do not WAR according to it. We walk in faith and not by
sight. Thus, the importance of increasing our confidence. Paul
exhorts us concerning one piece of armor much needed, “above
all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all
the fiery darts of the wicked” (Ephesians 6:16).
There is a tremendous battle over the souls of men between
the Spirit of God and Satan. That desire to control the mind
and the soul of man. Our eternal soul hangs in the balance.
God's Spirit is tugging; Satan is holding on. Understanding that
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it’s a battle is vital for believers if we're going to keep a life of
victory.
It's in the imagination of men and in their thought life
where Satan challenges God. We have heard it all before in
Genesis and the Wilderness. "Hath God said? Does God know?
Is there knowledge in the highest? Does God see?" And quite
often, Satan deceives us into thinking God doesn't see. Thus,
the importance of the 'Helmet of Salvation.’
Remember, Satan's greatest weapon is man's ignorance of
God's Word! The truth of the Word is the pill that everyone
needs but can't seem to swallow. One certainty is, spiritual
warfare is a daily battle. So, put on the spiritual armor of God
and keep it in preparation for eventual victory and great
rejoicing.
It's impossible to reason with carnal mindsets. There is no
debating, no convincing, and no changing the carnal mind that
is hell-bent on believing their lies. Romans Chapter 1 is an
excellent read on the condition and destiny of these poor fools.
Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.
Opposition against the Gospel by the powers of sin and
Satan takes place in the hearts of men. Ignorance, prejudices,
lusts, are Satan's strongholds in the souls of some; vain imaginations, carnal reasonings, and great thoughts, or proud
conceits, in others. They are exalting themselves against the
knowledge of God, trying to keep men from faith and obedience to the True Gospel of Christ.
The vanity of humanity with their vain imaginations are the
strongholds that bind up the hearts of men — crafting arguments against God, holding on to every high thing that exalts
itself against the knowledge of God. We miss it entirely if we
think the love of manipulation, the image of success, smooth
words, the feeling of power, lording over authority, and human
schemes and programs are just problems among unbelievers.
Paul dealt with these types of hearts and minds in the church.
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When we start to think in this carnal way, we must stop our
thoughts, take dominion over them in Jesus' name. We can
choose to prevent this kind of thinking by bringing every
thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ. Feelings of
lust, thoughts of anger, thoughts of fear, thoughts of greed,
bitter ideas, and evil thoughts. If you are a Christian, you are a
purchased possession of Jesus Christ. You belong to Him. Paul puts
it this way: “Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are
not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore, glorify God
in your body and in your Spirit, which is God's” (1 Corinthians
6:19-20).
Imaginations of men express their purpose and determination of living after their pleasures, which exalts themselves
against the knowledge of God. Experience makes men humble.
Where there is an exaltation of self, their knowledge of God is
wanting.
Satan plays games with our minds by planting thoughts,
ideas, fantasies, and vain imaginations. We begin to fantasize
and see ourselves experiencing and enjoying such beautiful
pleasures. It is not only dangerous but sinful to play with these
thoughts. When you continue to visualize yourself in these
dark places, Satan takes that vain imagination, that wicked
fantasy, and he uses it to trip you up. God's spiritual weapons
help to check these thoughts. Don't play with them. Don't flirt
with them, because they can bring you into damnation.
If we have the mind of the flesh, then we're going to reap
corruption. But if we have the intention of the Spirit, then we're
going to obtain life, joy, and peace in the Holy Spirit. These
Strongholds are wrong thoughts and beliefs, arguments,
contradicting God. They hold on to every high thing that exalts
itself against the knowledge of God.
At some point, even God will have had enough of all these
foolish and prideful people. “And even as they did not like to retain
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God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to
do those things which are not convenient” (Romans 1:28). We know
the end of the story because we have read the book and personally know the author. God will return with the saints and put a
stop to Satan’s world.
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LET CHRIST CONTROL YOUR THOUGHT
LIFE
PREPARING OUR MINDS TO DO BATTLE!

The Greek word translated "renewed" used only here in the
New Testament. It means "to create again" or "make new." When
you become a Christian, God gives you a new mind, but you
must fill it with new thoughts. A baby is born with a fresh, new
spirit, and then the imprints help determine the course of his
or her life. The same thing is real of a Believer. We enter God's
kingdom and receive a fresh, new mind. We then need to begin
building a spiritual vocabulary with the right words for your
thoughts.
Paul gives an impressive list of thoughts we should think on;
“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things
[are] honest, whatsoever things [are] just, whatsoever things [are]
pure, whatsoever things [are] lovely, whatsoever things [are] of good
report; if [there be] any virtue, and if [there be] any praise, think on
these things” (Philippians 4:8).
We're to "Put Oﬀ . . . The Old Man" and "Put on The New
Man." When you came to Christ, you acknowledged that you
were a sinner and chose to forsake your sin and the evil things
of this world. Satan will dangle the temptations of the world
and its sins in front of you to tempt you to return to it. So, Paul
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warned us not to return to the world but to put it oﬀ and
instead put on righteousness and true holiness.
That's not something you do once; it's something you do
every day. But how? 2 Timothy 3:16 tells us, “All scripture [is]
given by inspiration of God, and [is] profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” Need help,
read the scriptures, need spiritual thoughts, read the scriptures,
need guidance, pray the scriptures. If you want to live correctly,
expose yourself to the Word of God. It will help you deal with
the traces of the world still present in your life.
Our Father’s plan is utterly amazing. We enter a relationship with Him, the Spirit comes to live within us, He prints our
names in the Lamb’s Book of Life, and Heaven becomes our
eternal home. Our part is to sanctify (set apart) our lives and
persevere (continue) toward the high calling of Christ by
pressing on.
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THE CONCEPT OF TRANSFORMATION

Transformation into the image of Christ is possible because of
our salvation. This 'metamorphosis’ takes place at the time of our
rebirth, and it continues throughout our new life as we sanctify
(set apart) ourselves unto Christ.
The same Word (metamorphosis) describes Jesus' transfiguration in Mark 9:2-3. Paul also uses this glorious Word in 2
Corinthians 3:18, "But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same
image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.”
Satan would have us conform to the ways of this world
through peer pressure. The Christian life is so diﬀerent from
the world’s way of thinking. The world wants their self-esteem
to feel good, while God tells us to esteem others more highly
than ourselves. Non-believers need their image to shine above
all others, but God wants Jesus's Image to prevail. The world
says to go for it, no matter the cost. God’s Word tells us to count
the cost.
When we become Christians, God does not remodel us or
add to who we are – He transforms us. A Believer doesn’t have
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two diﬀerent natures. He has one new character - the single life
in Christ. The old self dies, and the new person becomes alive;
they do not coexist.
God’s Word exhorts us, to "Put on the new man," a new
behavior that is proper to our original nature. But to do so, we
must end the patterns and practices of our old life. Furthermore, He has given us the rules, the principles, the strategies,
the armor, and the promises for fulfilling His purpose. If we
will renew our minds and study the Word, then we will be able
to sort out and discern the will of God. When we make the
right decisions combined with some skills, we will succeed and
come out on top.
CAUTION, not obeying God will cause you to run oﬀ in
directions that will result in harm to you and your loved ones.
You cannot escape the consequences of wrong actions. God's
Word should always be at the threshold of every decision we
face. For it is GOD’S MIND WRITTEN DOWN.
The Bible teaches there is a reasonable relationship
between God and believers. He does not, nor has He ever made
demands upon us. The Gospel is consistent. God said, "Come
now let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins are as
scarlet, they can be as white as snow; though they are as red as crimson, they can be as white as wool" (Isaiah 1:18).
"Present your body as a living sacrifice, unto God, which is
your REASONABLE service." It is reasonable to present our
body to God because the wisdom and the knowledge of God
bring the depth of His riches, grace, and power to our transformation process. Since God is so wise and full of experience, it's
reasonable to present our body, our mind, our life to Him that
He might guide and direct us.
It is UNREASONABLE to try figuring out things on our
own or working out our personal life and our plan. The
reasonable, rational, and smart idea is to turn our life and
decision-making process over to God that He might direct our
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life. Presenting our body unto God as a living sacrifice allows
us to let go and let God direct our path. "Trust in the LORD
with all your heart and lean not on your understanding; In all your
ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths" (Proverbs
3:5-6).
We discover God’s progressive revelation as we present the
issues of our life to Him. Committing myself to Him, not having
my own will master me, sets me free. Thus, allowing God to
bring those things I need for my spiritual walk. We never know
what a day is going to bring forth as God unfolds His will and
purpose for our lives.
Considering what God did for us, it is only reasonable to
respond to God's mercy shown to us as described in Romans
1:11. Because of His mercy, we can present ourselves a living
sacrifice and able to oﬀer ourselves to God as He works His
grace in and through us. Biblical faith teaches that the divine
mercy of God supplies the basis of our sacrifice as we response
faithfully.
Paul points out in Ephesians 2:8-10 “For by grace you have
been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them.”
For Paul, this transformation and renewing of our minds
take place as we behold the face of God, spending time in His
glory. The inside change is evident on the outside, as others can
see what the good and acceptable and perfect will of God is
through our lives. Thus, letting your light shine in the world.
God has dealt with each one a measure of faith. We can use
the belief that God has given to us, or we can just let it die. A
person can grow their faith through God’s Principles and
Promises.
We have a choice to make between two types of lives:
THE SELF-DIRECTED LIFE - SELF is on the throne,
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resulting in discord and frustration. Christ lives outside of our
experience.
THE CHRIST-DIRECTED LIFE - CHRIST is on the throne,
the self is yielding to Christ. Christ directs our interests,
resulting in harmony with God’s plan.
Peace with God and the peace of God prevails.
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CONTROL YOUR THOUGHT LIFE WITH
THE WORD OF GOD

“Therefore, if any man [be] in Christ, [he is] a new creature: old
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2
Corinthians 5:17).
Think Like Jesus Christ: If we are not to think the way that the
world thinks, then what are we to be thinking? “How do we find
and keep our thoughts in line with God's Principles?” We must
search the scriptures to uncover God's promises and principles
about this New Life He has given us through His Grace and
Mercy. Since it is a New Life in Christ and He is the author and
finisher of our faith, we must learn from His Words written in
the volume of the book.
In his epistles, Paul writes that every believer has a new
will, mind, heart, life, inheritance, relationship, and citizenship.
We also receive new power, knowledge, wisdom, belief, understanding, righteousness, love, and desire. He called it the
"Newness of Life…" (Romans 6:4). According to the Word of God,
WE ARE NEW. Our New Life isn't a matter of addition; it's a
Transformation!
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WHAT GOD DESIRERS FOR YOU

TO BE THE IMAGE BEARER OF GOD: "So, God created man in
His image; in the image of God, He created him; male and female He
created them" (Genesis 1:27).
TO BE CONFORMED TO THE CHARACTER OF
CHRIST: “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn
among many brethren” (Romans 8:29).
TO BE LIKE GOD IN TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND
HOLINESS: . . . And that you put on the new man according to God,
in true righteousness and holiness..." (Ephesians 4:24).
TO LET GOD BE THE TRUE KING OF YOUR HEART:
“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all
these things shall be added to you” (Matthew 6:33).
TO BRING GLORY TO GOD: “Everyone who is called by My
name, Whom I have created for My glory; I have formed him, yes, I
have made him” (Isaiah 43:7).
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WINNING THE BATTLE OF THE MIND

THE LIE: I can't control what I think about my thought life
seems to influence every aspect of my being.
IT IS WRITTEN: “I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me” (Philippians 4:13).
IT IS WRITTEN: “Casting down imaginations, and every high
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God and bringing
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ” (2
Corinthians 10:5).
IT IS WRITTEN: “And be not conformed to this world: but
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God” (Romans
12:2).
IT IS WRITTEN: “That ye put oﬀ concerning the former
conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful
lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on
the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true
holiness” (Ephesians 4:22-24).
IT IS WRITTEN: “Finally, brethren, whatever things are true,
whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things
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are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good
report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—
meditate on these things” (Philippians 4:8).
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A PROMISE

"No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper, and every
tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn.
This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD” (Isaiah 54:17).
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A PRAYER

Dear Father, Your Word says that no weapon formed against
me shall prosper. Therefore, I declare that no weapon formed
against me prospers this day or any day to come in Jesus' name.
Your Word says that trouble will not arise a second time
(Nahum 1:9). Therefore, I declare that Satan cannot make
trouble for me again, in this manner, as he did in the past in
Jesus' name. I say all these prayers carried out and brought to
pass by trusting you through faith and expectation in the name
of Jesus.
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GOD’S SPIRITUAL WAR CHEST
SPIRITUAL TOOLS FOR WINNING THE BATTLE

I

n this chapter, we will examine each piece of armor to
understand how vital they are in the believer's life and how
to use them according to God's purpose and power. God has
divine resources for our trials, temptations, and warfare. We
only need to know what is available to us and let God use them
through us.
Our warfare alongside Christ: As Paul sums up the book of
Ephesians in Chapter 6, he tells us that we have all the
resources, all the power, and all the principles to live the Christian life. However, there is one thing left that we need to know:
It will not be simple living the Christian life! The change that
occurs at your rebirth is more dramatic than the change that
will happen when you die.
Even though we have the power and the principles, our
enemy, Satan, will try to prevent the divine purpose in our lives.
So, in defining the Christian life, the best term to use would be
warfare. Repeatedly in Scripture, we see the Christian life in
terms of combat. Whether you're at the beginning of your
Christian experience or the end of it, you're going to be in the
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same battle; and if you think it will get more comfortable,
you're wrong!
The more productive you become as a believer; the harder
Satan will work against you. It's always been a war, and it will
never stop being a war here on earth. However, the longer you
fight, the more victories you will gain; and the higher the
strings of wins, the more confidence you will have in God.
We are the people of God, and we are set in this world to
carry out the goals, plans, and purposes which God Himself
designed. Because of this, God has given us tremendous
resources.
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PUT ON THE WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD
EPHESIANS 6: 10-12

"Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and the power of his
might. Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high
[places]” (Ephesians 6: 10-12).
The Bible commands us "to be strong in the Lord and the
power of His might." How do we do this? In our strength? We
alone are no match for the adversary. Further, the Bible
instructs us to "put on the whole armor of God." What is this?
What does this mean? Notice that we must be completely
armed: one or two pieces won't do. And the time to "put it on" is
before the battle begins, not during when you are already on
enemy turf!
"Put on the whole armor of God. . ." God's resources and power
are available to us, but we have a responsibility too. The
strength is God's, yet the commitment must be ours. The
dependence upon God's power and the obedience to put on the
available armor is the only resource the believer needs.
"Put on" in the Greek means, "to put on once and for all." You
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are to put the armor on and leave it on for the rest of your life.
Taking it oﬀ will make you vulnerable at any point.
". . . that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil." Believers are to stand firm in the power of the Lord! We
are to stand firm, not attack. We're never told to attack the devil!
We're told to resist him, and he'll flee. So, stand firm and hold
your ground. “Thus, saith the LORD unto you, be not afraid nor
dismayed because of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours,
but God's…,” (2 Chronicles 20:15).
"Finally, my brethren be strong in the Lord and the power of
His might. Put on the WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD, that you may
be able to stand against the wiles of the devil."
" For we do not Wrestle Against Flesh and Blood, But
Against Principalities, Against Powers, Against the Rulers of
The Darkness of This Age, Against Spiritual Hosts of Wickedness in The Heavenly Places."
If you are a true believer, as defined in Scripture, and living
in Christ, then you can be sure of one thing, you are going to run
right into the enemy. It's impossible to live for Christ without
having a conflict with Satan. Therefore, Paul exhorts us, that
since we are in a spiritual war, we need to be active in the Lord
by putting on the whole armor of God.
We are all soldiers of the Cross. The question to ask yourself is: What kind of soldier am I? Do I win? There is no reason
to know anything but victory, and with success comes joy,
happiness, contentment, and peace. That's the way God
intended it.
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“Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth” (Ephesians 6:14a).
The Girdle of Truth (loins girt about) protects us from
Satan's deception. The only place to find the truth is in God's
Word. Ask God to work His truth into your heart by meditating
on and memorizing His Word. Truth equips the saints of God
for the spiritual battle. You won't be able to stand against Satan
unless you are ready to fight - and to be prepared to compete,
you must be committed. So, the first piece of armor you need to
have on is the belt of truthfulness.
The Belt of Truth protects God's will and truth in the believer's life. Satan fights with lies. Only believers have God's truth!
To stand firm in the Word of God, we believe, receive in faith,
and apply His Scriptural truths.
The enemy is always coming with his lies. Jesus said that
the devil is the father of all lies. He lies about God, His nature,
the character of God, and about the attitude of God towards
you. He tries to lie to you about God's attitude towards sin. "Oh,
it doesn't matter. You can get by with it. God will not judge you.
God will forgive," and so forth, and he presses the point of
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causing you to use the grace of God as a cloak for lust,
deceiving yourself.
It's critical to know the truth, for it will set you free. Use
your "FOR IT IS WRITTEN" weapon and speak the truth
always. If you tell the truth, it becomes a part of your past. But if you
lie, it becomes a part of your future.
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“and having on the breastplate of righteousness” (Ephesians 6:14b).
Righteousness is being honest, ethical, humble, and fair to
others. It means standing up for weaker people. The worship of
God protects us when Satan attacks our hearts, emotions, selfworth, and trust in God. He accuses us of being guilty and
unworthy. However, I'm forgiven and accepted by faith in
Christ. "Who his self-bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that
we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose
stripes ye were healed" (1 Peter 2:24).
Here is a command in God's Word to appropriate the
weaponry to protect ourselves, or else we are sitting ducks in
conflicts that we cannot avoid. So, the “breastplate of righteousness" is Godliness.
Self-Righteousness: Can our good works or righteousness
protect us from the onslaught of Satan and ultimately from
hell? NO!
Imputed Righteousness: Upon conversion, God clothed you
in the righteousness and absolute holiness of Christ. And from
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that moment on, when God looks at you, He sees the righteousness of His Son.
Note this doesn't guarantee that we will live every moment
as we ought - it only ensures that we can.
There is a diﬀerence between our Position and our Practice.
Our Position is secure forever, but our Practice doesn't always
match up. So, the basis or the foundation of the Breastplate is
the imputed righteousness of Christ; but the Breastplate is only
on when we are living a righteous and holy life. Therefore,
HOLY LIVING IS THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.
Paul says in I Corinthians 15:34, "Awake to righteousness, and
sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak [this] to your
shame." What Satan wants to find in your life is just a little crack
in the dam - and that's all he needs to burst it. Remember, in
the end, you're going to be victorious, so there is no sense in
losing all the beautiful things that God has for you now. Pray
that you would be committed to and covered with the "Breastplate of Righteousness," which comes from obedience to God
and His Word.
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“And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace”
(Ephesians 6:15).
The Gospel of Peace is being right with God; available and
ready to spread the Good News. The enemy wants us to think
that telling others the Good News is a worthless and hopeless
task. However, we are to profess Jesus Christ as the Savior and
leave a good example for others to follow. "Whatever happens,
conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ…"
(Philippians 1:27a NIV).
This gospel of peace refers to the "Good News," that we're at
peace with God - that He is on our side. It is the fact that we can
stand in His resources that allows us to stand our ground
against Satan when he attacks. The question is, "What is the
good news of peace?" Romans 5:1-11, states that before Christ,
we were weak, unrighteous, sinful, unjustified, unsaved, and an
object of God's wrath. Summed up, we were enemies of God.
The "gospel of peace" is that man was at war with God, but
Christ made peace for us with God.
The Sandals of Peace enables us to become peacemakers
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for God. The Bible says: "Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall
be called sons of God" (Matthew 5:9). Ask God to help you recognize the value of receiving and extending the peace by faith
daily. As ambassadors for Christ, we share His message of
reconciliation through faith in Jesus Christ. A peacemaker
resolves conflicts, not creates them.
Our peace is in Christ: “These things I have spoken unto you,
that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it
be afraid” (John 14:27).
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THE SHIELD OF FAITH

“Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked” (Ephesians 6:16).
Faith is being sure that God will keep His promises and protect
you when tempted to doubt. The enemy attacks with insults,
setbacks, and temptations. The Shield of Faith protects from
fiery arrows aimed to destroy our hope in Christ. Refuse to
believe the lies. Extinguish the indicators of the evil one with full
assurance that if God is for us, who can be against us?
The Shield of Faith must quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked. "To quench" means "to put out, to extinguish." Notice
that the shield doesn't just extinguish some or even most of the
"fiery darts" - it puts out all of them.
The shield of faith completely covers the warrior no matter
how ferocious the attack, while supplying safe cover. The
protection of faith defuses two of Satan's most deadly weapons,
UNBELIEF, and DOUBT. Therefore, the "Shield of Faith" helps
us to believe God's Word and not Satan's lies.
So, we're ready for the battle. We have the belt of commitment, the Breastplate of righteousness, and the shoes of confi271
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dence that God is on our side. Then, when the battle begins, we
grab the shield and quench the fiery darts of temptation by
utterly trusting God. There's no reason to lose the fight. The
Apostle Paul tells us in Romans 8:37, "we are more than
conquerors." If we put the armor on - we'll win!
Why is faith a shield against temptation? The term faith
means "believing God," which is the bottom line of the Christian
faith - everything we believe in, everything we hold to, everything we have, and all our confidence. The whole of Christianity is an act of understanding "that He is, and that He is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek Him" (Hebrews 11:6b).
Paul explains how to obtain faith, “So then faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17). We need
hope, we want confidence, and "without faith, it is impossible to
please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is and that
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him” (Hebrews 11:6).
Faith should be a response to proven truth.
Thus, the path to growing your faith is to learn more about
Him. How does one do that? First, by discovering the majesty
and integrity of His Word, giving it its proper priority in your
life. Second, by keeping a continuing dialog with Him in
Prayer!
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THE HELMET OF SALVATION

“And take the helmet of salvation” (Ephesians 6:17a).
Put on the Helmet of Salvation by believing that Jesus Christ
died for your sins and rose again. Believers become members of
God's army upon receiving Christ as their Lord and Savior. The
Helmet of Salvation protects our minds, Satan's primary target.
As we put on the helmet of salvation, we ask the Lord to make
His thoughts our thoughts by bringing every thought into
captivity and obedience to Christ.
The "helmet of salvation" does not refer to "being saved."
Paul is not saying, "Now that you're in the army and you're
fighting Satan; and now that you've got your breastplate, shoes,
and shield - get saved!" No. That has already happened. You
aren't even in the army unless you're a believer. If you're in the
battle against Satan, you're already with Christ so, the "helmet
of salvation" does not save us; it protects us.
Salvation is the foundation of which the warrior stands and
protects him from the evils of the world. [[A Psalm of David.]]
“The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the
LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psalm
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27:1). Don't let him take away the hope that makes you
committed.
We need to have complete confidence in our "helmet of
salvation." There is no room for uncertainty about its adequacy
or the durability of its protection. This issue reveals the reality
of the Cross. If our salvation hinges on anything but the
finished work of Christ on the Cross, we are in deep trouble.
Why should God let you into Heaven?
Resolve any insecurities you may have concerning your
eternal destiny NOW. It is the most critical issue in your life. Is
there anything keeping you from accepting God's gift of salvation right now?
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THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT — WHICH IS
THE WORD OF GOD

“and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Ephesians
6:17b).
God's Word is our oﬀensive weapon. When we tell others about
what the Bible says, the Holy Spirit helps people see their evil
thoughts and actions and makes them change. The Sword of
the Spirit protects us from lies. When tempted, trust in the
truth of God's Word. We use the Sword to attack our enemies
with the Word of God. It is the only weapon we use OFFENSIVELY AND DEFENSIVELY. Find a passage of Scripture that
pertains to your need, apply its principles to the promise, and
stand firm in the faith. Use your 'FOR IT IS WRITTEN'
weapon.
Spiritual warfare is a daily battle so, put on the spiritual
armor of God and keep it on for it is preparation for eventual
victory and great rejoicing. “For the word of God is quick, and
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and the joints and marrow,
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Hebrews
4:12).
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Only the Word of God can discern the thoughts and intents
of the heart. Our Sword is two-edged, for battling defensively
and oﬀensively. In addition to the "pulling down of strongholds," it
protects our faith.
God's Word is a tremendous defense against sin. John
shares, "I write unto you young men because you are strong because
you have overcome the wicked one because His Word abides in you"
(1 John 2:14). The power of God's Word within my heart is the
most excellent defense in this spiritual battle. God's Word
hidden in my heart.
Our Sword is a spiritual weapon given to us by the Holy
Spirit. Paul said to the Corinthians that, "the weapons of our
warfare are not carnal but spiritual" (2 Corinthians 10:4). We are
fighting against "spiritual wickedness" (Ephesians 6:12b), so we
need a "spiritual sword." The Sword is available. Are you using
it as a weapon to win the victory that's already yours in Jesus
Christ? It comes as no surprise that Satan's most desperate trick
is to cast doubt on the integrity and authenticity of the Word of
God. His first attempt in the Garden was, "Yea, hath God said?"
It was all downhill from there.
Never forget, you have the authority and the power through
Jesus Christ to put the enemy to flight. "Resist the devil, and he
shall flee from you. Draw nigh unto God, and he will draw nigh unto
you" (James 4:8). Since this worked for Jesus when Satan was
tempting Him, and He is telling us to do the same, let’s use the
Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.
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SATAN'S OPPOSITION TO CHRIST

God looks to draw us to obedience through love. Satan seeks to entice
us to disobey through lust.
Satan Conceals the Truth - Jesus Reveals the Truth
Satan Takes Life - Jesus Gives Life
Satan Produces Fleshly Fruit - Jesus Produces
Spiritual Fruit
Satan Tempts to Destroy - Jesus Tests to Mature Us
Satan Makes Us Slaves - Jesus Sets Us Free
Satan Accuses Us - Jesus Defends Us
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HOW IS THE BELIEVER TO DEAL WITH
SATAN?

Remember, Satan’s greatest weapon is man’s ignorance of God’s
Word! The truth of the Word is the pill that everyone needs but
can't seem to swallow. One certainty is, spiritual warfare is a
daily battle. So, put on the spiritual armor of God and keep it
on in preparation for eventual victory and great rejoicing.
Resisting conformity to the world and embracing the transformation that comes in Jesus Christ is His Purpose and Will
for our new life. Resist our old life at all costs. Flee youthful
lusts and resist the devil and he will flee.
Renewing your mind is the opposite of the world's
conformity. The battleground between conforming to the
world and transformation is within the Spirit of the believer.
Christians must think diﬀerently.
The problem with many believers is they live a life based on
feelings, or only concerned about doing what is comfortable.
This life by feeling and doing will never know the transforming
power of God because they ignore the renewing of the mind.
Feelings and doing are entirely insuﬃcient for building a firm
foundation. For Paul, this transformation and renewing of our
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minds take place as we behold the face of God, spending time
in His glory.
Three actions to win spiritual victories:
(1) Recognize the source of the attack. Is this being the enemy
at work attacking me? Having recognized it, then I can deal
with it by, (2) Resisting it in the name of Jesus. Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you. (3) Rejoice in the triumph of the Lord over
the powers and the forces of darkness, and as you rejoice, you
begin to feel victory in Christ.
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THE VICTORY IS YOURS IN CHRIST!

Fight the Battle Mentally Before You Step onto the
Battlefield. God will show you how to approach the
situation if you ask for His wisdom. Make a firm
profession of faith: "God, I trust You. I know you are
with me."
Reaﬃrm the Battle Is Not Yours but God’s. It is God's
battle; His honor is at stake. Your role is to follow His
leading and wait for His blessing obediently.
Reckon the Victory Even Before You See It Coming.
A conquering faith believes the victory is God’s and
that He will bring deliverance despite the odds.
Wait for His timing, and don't rush ahead of God.
His timing is perfect. Never react out of anger. Make
it your goal to respond in faith.
Fight the Battle God’s Way, Not in Human Ability.
God will use your talents, but He wants to receive
glory. Just as God empowered David, He will direct
and strengthen the tools He gives you.
Fight with Confidence. Nothing is more powerful
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The Victory Is Yours In Christ!

than God. He sovereignly promises to love and
protect you.
Trust God for The Victory. The victory may not
come overnight. It could take a few hours, days,
months, or even years. But remember, God has not
forgotten you; and in His timing, He will make all
things beautiful.
The victory is ours only if the armor is on. Our confidence is in the
Lord; so, never take your armor oﬀ!

282

PRAYING ALWAYS

What a powerful spiritual weapon prayer is. In this spiritual
warfare, prayer is often the deciding factor in the spiritual
battle. “Praying with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit,
watching with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints;
and for pray for me, [Paul says,] that utterance may be given unto
me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery
of the gospel” (Ephesians 6:18-19).
Praying and seeking God should be a top priority in the
believer's life. It is mentioned over 500 times in the Scriptures.
Everyone can exercise this fantastic resource. It's a ministry for
many, and the most crucial activity aﬀorded a believer.
Incredibly, we each have a priority connection directly into
the Throne Room of the Universe! It is fantastic to realize that
this astonishing resource is so available and so rarely used. It is
unquestionably the most potent weapon we could have. And it
is the deciding factor in spiritual warfare.
Remember always:
If God answers your prayer, He is increasing your
faith.
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Praying Always

If He delays, He is increasing your patience.
If He doesn’t answer, He has something better
for you.
In the next chapter, we will cover prayer in detail. Prepare your
hearts.
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A PROMISE

“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you...” (James
4:7-8).
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A PRAYER

Dear God, give me the wisdom and strength to resist the devil
and draw closer and closer to you, for you are my refuge and in
you do I trust. AMEN
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PRAYING TO THE FATHER IN
JESUS’ NAME
PRAYER IS THE GREATEST PRIVILEGE OF ALL

I

n this chapter, we will be discussing the subject of prayer.
The main essence of prayer is talking to God and listening
to Him, though there are many other sides a person can incorporate into their prayer life. Maintaining an active prayer life
will help you achieve victory when going through trials and
tribulations in life. Talking to God will help you overcome
temptations that come your way.
God’s Word supplies many prayers throughout the Bible to
prove His love and mercy toward believers. These prayers intercede for us and are examples for us to consider in our prayer
life. God's prayer for us expands the volume of Scripture. Read
the Book of Psalms and pray them to God for yourself.
Jesus gives us guidance on how to pray in The Lord’s Prayer
(Some refer to it as The Model Prayer) in Matthew 6:8-13.
However, in John Chapter 17, we find the Prayer of Jesus, where
He prays for Himself, His disciples, and all believers.
The most important prayer you can ever pray is (The
Sinner’s Prayer), the one that invites Jesus into your heart to
forgive your sins. Paul sums up the power behind this prayer of
forgiveness: But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your
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mouth and your heart" (that is, the Word of faith which we
preach): that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you
will be saved. For with the heart, one believes unto righteousness,
and with the mouth, confession is made unto salvation" (Romans
10:8-10).
God’s summation of our Prayer Life in 1 Thessalonians 5:1618 is a remarkable exhortation! “Rejoice always, pray without
ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you.”
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PRAYER IS A TWO-WAY CONVERSATION
WITH GOD

Prayer is worship that includes all the attitudes of the human
spirit in its approach to God. The Christian worships God
when he adores, confesses, praises, and supplicates to God in
Prayer, (Supplicates means to make requests to God). The
highest activity of which the human spirit is capable of is
communion with God, so long as the due emphasis is upon
divine initiative.
Jesus tells us that ideal prayer holds both a request for personal
forgiveness and a request for a forgiving spirit.
A man prays because God has already touched his spirit.
Prayer in the Bible made by an unregenerate man is not a 'natural response' (see John. 4:21). "That which is born of the flesh is
flesh." Consequently, the Lord does not hear every prayer. The
biblical doctrine of worship emphasizes the character of God,
the necessity of a man's being in a saved relationship with Him.
Thus, allowing access to all the privileges and obligations of
that relationship with God.
God speaks to our spiritual ears, revealing Himself to our spiritual eyes, and draws near to touch with our spiritual hands.
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TO WHOM SHOULD WE PRAY?

Looking at the unique roles that each member of the Trinity
plays when it comes to prayer, will best answer this question.
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GOD THE FATHER — THE SOURCE OF
ALL OUR NEEDS

God, the Father, occupies the seat of sovereignty and acts on
behalf of His spiritual children. The Father desires that we
approach Him with the warm, tender cry of a child - "Abba,
Father." Jesus pointed His disciples to the Father when they
spoke in Prayer, and always addressed the Father in His prayers.
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JESUS CHRIST — THE MEDIATOR

The Son's role in prayer is the Mediator, the High Priest, and
the Revealer of God. By His death for us, Jesus Christ opened
the way to the Father and gave us His name to carry our
concerns to the Father in Prayer. He became our eternal High
Priest, interceding for us with the Father because He understands our fears, giving us the confidence to draw near to God
(Hebrews 4:14-16).
The standard practice of the apostles and the saints is to
address the Father in Jesus’ name. We ask Jesus because He is
the high priest that intercedes for us before the throne of God.
Jesus argues our case for our standing in Him just as a lawyer
would do in court.
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THE HOLY SPIRIT — THE ENABLER

The Holy Spirit, as the third member of the Trinity, acts as the
Enabler and the Interceder in Prayer. The Holy Spirit makes
the believer aware of his status as a child of God (Romans 8:15,
Galatians 4:6). He motivates and empowers us as we "pray in
the Spirit" (Ephesians 6:18). The spirit also comes alongside the
believer in prayer and helps "carry the load" and directs the
believer when they do not know what to ask or how to pray
(Romans 8:26-27).
The typical pattern of prayer and worship involves the
unique roles of each member of the Trinity:
We address our prayers to the Father (the Source)
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ (the Mediator)
We pray with the power of the Holy Spirit (the
Enabler).
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THE LORD'S PRAYER — MODEL PRAYER
MATTHEW 6:9-13

One day Jesus was praying in a specific place. When He finished, one
of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray...” (Luke 11:1).
The whole Word of God is of use to direct us in prayer, but the
special rule of direction is that form of prayer which Christ
taught His disciples, commonly called The Lord's Prayer". Jesus
teaches us, "After this manner, therefore, pray ye: Our Father
which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
comes Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever.” Amen
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CONNECT WITH GOD YOUR FATHER
“OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN...”

You have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead,
you received God's Spirit when he adopted you as his children. Now
we call him, "Abba, Father" (Romans 8:15 NLT).
We should draw near unto the Throne of Grace with suitable
apprehensions of God's sovereign majesty and power. Also,
with complete confidence and faith in His fatherly goodness.
Let us first understand that our Great God is most
graciously ready to grant us an audience. By directing us to
address Him as our Father, it assures us of His love and power.
Three things are essential to acceptable and eﬀectual prayer:
fervency, reverence, and confidence.
Fervency is the eﬀect of our aﬀections called into existence;
reverence is the apprehension of the fact that we are addressing
the heavenly throne. Confidence deepens by viewing the object
of prayer as our Father. In coming to God in acts of worship, we
must "believe that He is and that He is a Rewarder of them that
diligently seek Him" (Hebrews 11:6).
These words, "which art in heaven," call our attention to the
providence of God. Thus, declaring the fact that He is directing
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Connect With God Your Father

all things from on high. These words proclaim His ability to
undertake for us, for our Father is the Almighty. God loves for
us to call Him our Father. Establish your intimate relationship
with Him and give thanks for everything He is going to do
for you.
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WORSHIP HIS NAME
“...HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME...”

God’s name is a place of protection—the righteous can run there and
be safe (Proverbs 18:10 MSG).
God should be the center of our world. "Hallowed be Your
name," It reminds me that God and His Kingdom are more
important than my everyday desire. It quiets my heart and gives
the urgency of my needs to the higher priority of His purposes.
His Names and attributes:
Righteousness – He makes me clean
Sanctifier – He has called me and set me apart
Healer – He heals all my diseases
Banner of Victory – He has defeated my enemy
Shepherd – He speaks to me and leads me
Peace – He is my peace in every storm
Provider – He supplies all my needs
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PRAY HIS AGENDA FIRST
“...YOUR KINGDOM COME; YOUR WILL BE DONE ON EARTH
AS IT IS IN HEAVEN...”

He will always give you all you need from day to day if you make
the Kingdom of God, your primary concern (Luke 12:31 TLB).
When we pray "Your Kingdom come," we are expressing a
longing not only for His future reign but for His authority over
our lives now. To show it, the Kingdom is where the King is. So,
early in the gospels, we read of the good news: "The Kingdom
of God is near you" (Luke 10:9). The Kingdom was near because
the King was near. The scriptures speak of the Kingdom as
coming, at some unexpected future time, because the King
Himself is coming again. And the day is coming when we will
partake in His endless reign.
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DEPEND ON HIM FOR EVERYTHING
“...GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD...”

I look up to the mountains—does my help come from there? My help
comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth! (Psalm 121:1-2
NLT).
In asking God for our daily bread, we ask that He might
graciously provide us with a part of outward things such as He
sees will be best suited to our calling and station. Jesus cares
about the details in the Human drama-not just the outcome.
When we pray for our daily bread, we are bringing God into
the center of our lives, asking for temporal blessings in the
same spirit in which we'd ask for forgiveness. Paul taught us
that the "mundane" is not so mundane when he urged us in I
Corinthians 10:31, “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God."
Ask God for what you want and need and then trust Him
for the answer. If He decides to give us the key to His treasury of
resources, then praise Him. "But my God shall supply all your
need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19).
Jesus gave us this bottom line of assurance: "Take no thought
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Depend On Him For Everything

for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for
your body, what ye shall put on, for your heavenly Father knows
that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto
you" (Matthew 6:25, 32-33).
As we step out in faith, we'll discover it's a firm foundation
we're standing on, not thin air. We will meet the God who truly
makes a diﬀerence in our daily lives.
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GET YOUR HEART RIGHT WITH GOD
AND PEOPLE
“...FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS AS WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS...”

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9).
Sincerely prayed, it can be the healing of a fractured spiritual
life and broken human relationships. It is our Lord's second
excellent instruction on how we ought to pray concerning
ourselves. This petition is a specific prayer for forgiveness, "Forgive us our debts," and it is also an implicit prayer for a
forgiving spirit: "...as we forgive our debtors."
So, Jesus is telling us that ideal prayer holds both a request for
personal forgiveness and a request for a forgiving spirit.
Ask God to check your heart and motives. Receive His
forgiveness for any area that He suggests. Forgive anyone who
has oﬀended you in any way.
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ENGAGE IN SPIRITUAL WARFARE
“...AND DO NOT LEAD US INTO TEMPTATION BUT DELIVER
US FROM THE EVIL ONE...”

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms (Ephesians
6:12).
Let's clarify this petition: "And do not lead us into temptation."
This word "lead" gives us the wrong impression because James
says God does not tempt any man. A better translation here
would be, “Do not leave us in temptation.” It does not mean to
keep us out of it, but when we are in it, do not leave us there.
The Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you
from the evil one. (2
NOTE: The biblical statement written by James to Christians was "Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of
God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempted he
any man: But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of
his own lust, and enticed" (James 1:13-14).
So, take your stand against the enemy and fight the good
fight of faith. Replace every lie that the enemy has told you with
the truth of God’s Word.
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EXPRESS FAITH IN GOD’S ABILITY
“...FOR YOURS IS THE KINGDOM AND THE POWER AND THE
GLORY FOREVER.”

“Ah, Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and the earth by
your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you”
(Jeremiah 32:17).
All Prayer should begin and end with a recognition of God's
nature. Praise is that aspect of prayer that vocally esteems God
for His virtues and accomplishments. End your prayer time by
reminding yourself of God’s ability.
“Yours is the Kingdom” – all rule belongs to You
“Yours is the Power” – all mightiness flows from You
“Yours is the Glory” – Your victory shall be complete
The Apostle John brings to our attention the power of praying, "And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask
anything according to his will, he heareth us: And if we know that he
hears us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions
that we desired of him" (I John 5:14-15).
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PRAYING SCRIPTURE EMPOWERS OUR
PRAYER LIFE

As we mature in our faith and knowledge of God's Word, we
often find ourselves praying familiar verses and promises of
Scripture in our prayers. This form helps us pray God's will,
reminding (although He is all-knowing) Him of the promises
He has made to us, which strengthens our prayers.
When we pray God's Word—our prayers become
Swords in our hands that defeat the powers of
darkness.
So powerful and sharper than any double-edged
sword that will reveal the thoughts and attitudes of
the heart
His words do not return empty but carry out God's
desired purpose.
The presence and power of the Holy Spirit aid us in
the situations we cover with Prayer.
Praying God's will be vital in fulfilling our purpose and
ministry. When we add Scriptures, we can be sure that God will
hear our spiritual concerns. Including Scripture in our prayer
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Praying Scripture Empowers Our Prayer Life

life will help confirm we're praying God's will because His Word
is His will. When we pray it, He hears and addresses our
prayers. “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if
we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know
that he hears us—whatever we ask— we know that we have what
we asked of him” (1 John 5:14).

318

THE BENEFITS OF MAINTAINING A
CONSISTENT PRAYER LIFE

PRAYER: How do we make prayer a part of our everyday life?
We can learn from three things that Jesus did:
A CERTAIN TIME: Jesus got up early in the morning to
spend time with His Heavenly Father. For prayer to work, we
should do the same. Make a daily appointment with God and
keep it. “Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got
up, left the house and went oﬀ to a solitary place, where he prayed”
(Mark 1:35).
A CERTAIN PLACE: Jesus had a prayer place. Your prayer
place needs to be an undistracted environment where you can
pray out loud and perhaps have some worship music playing in
the background.
A CERTAIN PLAN: Go into your prayer time with a plan. If
it changes, that's fine. When Jesus taught His disciples how to
pray, He gave His disciples a prayer outline. We call it the Lord's
Prayer.
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PRAYER WARRIORS PRODUCE FRUIT
AND MATURITY

Jesus suggests to His prayer warriors, "But thou, when thou prays,
enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy
Father which is in secret; and thy Father who sees in secret shall
reward thee openly" (Matthew 6:6).
Our intimate relationship strengthens with Jesus
Christ when we spend time with Him in Prayer.
Our Perspective (point of view) and Perception
(awareness) of who God is grows as we discover
what He is like; we realize His vastness and
greatness, strengthening our maturity in our walk
with Him.
We are going to have a Positive faith attitude, not a
positive mind. You will positively know that your
faith is active. We are going to see things God's way,
and we are going to begin to trust Him in ways we
never trusted Him before.
There is going to be a Purifying Process in our heart
as we begin to make prayer a priority. Purity in our
life will bring power to persevere and proclaim as
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Paul does here: “I press toward the mark for the prize of
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians
3:14).
We are going to develop a Passion for obedience.
When you begin to pray, God does something in
your heart, creating a passion for compliance
leading to maturity.
The Pressures of our life are going to dissipate, and
we are going to begin experiencing a sense of peace
with God, leading to peace in God, which we hadn't
been able to experience before.
The Provision for our needs. We are going to see
God as the Provider for our needs, and we will begin
to rely upon Him.
Prayer is the Pathway to our spiritual growth.
Something is going to happen in us and through us
as God develops His purpose in our lives. From glory
to glory conformed into His image. “Now the Lord is
that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
liberty. But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2
Corinthians 3:17-18).
We will experience higher Power in our spiritual
life, in our devotional life, in our witness to others
than ever before. We find such strength in the Holy
Spirit and by “putting on the whole armor of God…,”
Ephesians 6:10-18) because, “Though we walk in the
flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of
our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to
the pulling down of strongholds") (2 Corinthians 10:3-4).
The Apostle Luke tells us of this spiritual power provided
by God, "But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is
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come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judaea, and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth" (Acts 1:8).
Something is going to happen to your entire life. You
are going to experience productivity, enabling you to
produce the life God has called you to live. Such a
life is fruitful in your spiritual life and your ministry
for God.
Incorporating and relying on Scripture to bring about
productivity according to God's will, dramatically increases our
success. Finally, after Paul tells us to put on the whole armor of
God, he closes this section of Scripture by urging us to pray
always. “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the
Spirit and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints” Ephesians 6: 18).
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SIX THINGS YOU MUST CULTIVATE

1. God-Consciousness: Continuously center your
thoughts on God and scriptural truths. This crowds
out wrong thinking, empower you during
temptations and develop wisdom for important
decisions.
2. Your Personal Prayer Life: Select a place and time for
visiting with your heavenly Father daily. Keep a
prayer list of the names of those for which you are
praying. Don't stay in an "asking posture" - learn to
praise and thank Him for past answers!
3. Your Daily Bible reading habit: Make an
appointment with God. Set up a place, time, and
system. Early morning is usually the best time
because you have placed mind-pictures of truth into
your spirit for the rest of the day. Mark, your Bible,
take notes. Don't miss a single day.
4. Godly friendships: "He that walketh with wise men
shall be wise: but a companion of fools shall be
destroyed” (Proverbs 13:20). Be selective. Friends will
add to or take away from your life.
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Six Things You Must Cultivate

5. A teachable spirit: "A wise man will hear..." (Proverbs
1:5). Through instruction and even criticism, we
grow in grace and humility.
6. A Winner's Mentality: Stop thinking about obstacles
and start thinking about your opportunities. Bring
every thought into captivity and obedience by
putting on the mind of Christ. Think good things
about yourself and others, for this is the will of God.
Stop complaining! Project enthusiasm! Avoid
negative and depressing conversations. Be
aggressively happy!
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A PROMISE

“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask
anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He
hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that
we have asked of Him.” (John 5:14-15)
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A PRAYER

Father, I confess that so often I have failed the test: that I’ve
allowed the flesh to rule over the spirit. Forgive me, Lord, and
cleanse me. Let me be governed by Your Holy Spirit and by
Your eternal Word of truth.
IN JESUS; NAME, AMEN
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“WHAT’S-IN-IT-FOR-ME?”
ASKED THE CURIOUS BELIEVER

T

here are so many perplexing questions facing us in life.
Such as, "Which came first the chicken or the egg?" GOD
came first, creating the chicken with the ability to lay eggs. The
WII-FM question is for you and you alone to answer. If you are
living for Christ, then the answer would be, ALL ETERNITY!
However, separation from God through sin has ramifications on the individual, their circle of family, and friends. Justly,
we do reap what we sow. Sin has consequences that aﬀect us
momentarily, seasonally, generationally, and in some cases,
eternally. Since we have free choice, we must choose our decisions in life wisely. We need faith in God to begin anything we
try to do.
Hebrews 11:6 states, "But without faith, it is impossible to please
Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is
a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” Notice, we first
believe in the existence of God, then we must believe that God
is good and rewards those who diligently seek Him. Faith is
critical to our new life in Christ. Faith saved us; therefore, we
walk in faith; we live by faith, and we bring glory to God when
we grow in faith.
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If we are to count it all joy during the fiery trials of life, it’s
critical to our understanding "What's-In-It-For-Me,"; so, we know
why we are pressing on. We must get it right here on earth, so to
be right when we arrive in Heaven. Remember, there are no doovers once we leave this life behind.
We have many questions to answer, so we know what to do,
how to do it when to do it so that we will receive our crown of
glory. What are rewards, how many are there, are there diﬀerent
rewards on earth and in Heaven? When do we obtain them?
Before addressing these questions, God would have us
pause a moment. Foremost on God’s agenda is the issue of our
sins. “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God”
(Romans 3:23). Sin separates us from God, and the penalty is
death. Repentance begins our relationship with God through
the forgiveness of sins, with the reward of life eternal.
Forgiveness of our sins through the work of Jesus Christ,
our Eternal Redeemer, allows us the privilege to partake in all
His mercy and grace. This forgiveness prepares us for our
eternal salvation. Born again of the Spirit gives us complete
access to the mystery of the gospel and all His provisions.
Justification begins our transformation into the image of
Christ setting us apart from the world to do God's will. Entering
this relationship, we "PUT OFF THE OLD MAN" and "PUT ON
THE NEW MAN." Participating in His suﬀering through our
trials allows us to live in the power of His resurrection. The
fruit from this will enable God to help us overcome all the trials
of life to live victoriously.
Exploring all the fantastic rewards we can work toward will
teach us they are only a byproduct of our earthly life with
Christ. We must discover how to live our new life to its fullest
through obedience to the Word of God.
We do not receive rewards here on earth. What we do receive
are His promises to guide us through this life and prepare us
for eternity through His divine purpose. One thing we can
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count on is the promise that He will never leave or forsake us.
We receive the power of the Holy Spirit to live a life crucified
with Christ. Whatever benefits, gifts, or ministries have given us
here on earth are to promote the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
We are to do good works and store our treasures in Heaven
for all eternity. What we do for Christ and His church will
determine our position and authority during the millennial
reign with Christ at His second coming and throughout eternity. Although NOT SAVED BY GOOD WORKS; WE ARE SAVED
TO DO GOOD WORKS. And the Scripture is clear about that.
Ephesians 2:10--"For we are His workmanship created in Christ
Jesus for good works." "Those who have believed in God should be
careful to maintain good works" (Titus 3:8).
God is setting up His Eternal Kingdom, and He uses the
trials of life to reward those who DID what He told them to DO
here on earth. Those who endured the fiery temptations of evil
yet remained faithful and obedient to JESUS and HIS WORD.
The Greater your sacrifice and service for Jesus, and the
more that you suﬀered (putting the flesh to death) and gave up
your sinful nature, the higher your reward. So, the greater the
suﬀering (done with the Lord's strength, of course)— the
higher the glory. We should be quite aware of James' statement
by now, "Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when
he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath
promised to them that love him" (James 1:12). The crowns and
life everlasting are "WHAT'S IN IT FOR YOU" and all faithful
believers.
On the great day of His return, those that greatly multiply
and are faithful with what God gives them shall be made rulers
over much. Those that do NOT significantly increase what God
gives them shall be made rulers over a smaller amount. And
this prize is for all who eagerly look forward to his Glorious
Return. Jesus says, "Behold! I am coming quickly, and My
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Reward is with Me, to Render (Reward) to every man according
to what he has DONE"(Revelation 22:12).
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TREASURES IN HEAVEN — INHERITANCE
ON EARTH

Structuring Your Life for Eternal Rewards: In the book of
Matthew, Jesus gives many examples of what it can look like to
structure your life for eternal rewards. Letting go of temporal
things to push us to go beyond worldly praise. Some challenge
us to forgo acclaim in the here and now to gain honor
from God.
We will receive our rewards and treasures in Heaven, not on
earth. However, what we receive from Christ at His Seat of
Judgment will set up our position, authority, service, and
crowns during the Millennium reign on earth. Our inheritance
is the earth during the 1000-year period, where we become
joint-heirs with Christ. These rewards and positions of
authority will follow us into God's Eternal Glory.
Many Christians have served the Lord for many years only
to give in to the enticement of desire, sensuality, or some other
temptation that turns them from serving Christ to reveling in
the appetites of the flesh. Although such individuals will not
lose their salvation, they might be in danger of losing their
crowns they have already earned.
Jesus said, "I am coming quickly [suddenly]; hold fast what you
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have so that no one will take your crown" (Revelation 3:11). Every
Christian who desires to serve Christ to the maximum during
the Millennium is advised to heed our Lord’s challenge to the
church of Smyrna, “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the
crown of life” (Revelation 2:10).
Paul taught the Corinthians, “If any man’s work is burned up,
he will suﬀer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire”
(1 Corinthians 3:15). The person's salvation is not at stake. They
are secure in Christ, "so as through fire." These Christians will
not lose their salvation, but they will have little or nothing to
show for their life of Christian service.
Jesus teaches in Matthew 6:20, "Lay up FOR YOURSELF
treasures in heaven." We store up while living this life down here
on earth. If we do not, we will not have any rewards when we
get up there. Jesus teaches that we earn our wealth in Heaven
for eternity. It may sound startling, but nowhere in Scripture
does it show that anyone else will lay up treasures for you.
Colossians 3:1-3 teaches, "Since, then, you have been raised
with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated
at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on
earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ
in God." He invites us to "lay up treasures in heaven." As we exercise our faith and fix our eyes on the prize, God will bless our
accumulate fortunes in Heaven, our eternal home.
Putting your life in Christ will serve you well in all eternity.
“Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ” (Colossians 3:24). This statement, “inheritance in Christ,' does not suggest treasures. Most
people automatically associate an inheritance with wealth. We
hear of people dying and leaving estates to heirs; however,
people do not inherit any "treasure," fortune or position in
Christ.
But the question is, "What does Christ inherit?" Short answer,
nothing. Jesus walked the earth in a body, appearing as an ordi336
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nary man. However, He was no less the great I AM, spoken of in
the Old Testament, and said so Himself in John 8:58. Though
God allowed men to put Him on a cross, being no less than the
Eternal God in human form, this Did Not separate Himself of
His Divine Being. He would then have ceased to exist.
Appeared as a Carpenter yet was still Deity. During His earthly
sojourn, He was still GOD!
And, because of this, when Christ died, He did not Inherit
Heaven, that was already His. At death (that is when His body
died), He resumed what He laid aside when He stepped into
the human stream. He took again what He had left behind. He
did not "inherit" the Glory of Heaven because that was His
already.
What then is His inheritance? - What is it that we are to
share with Him? The heritage of the Lord is "earthly." If it is
something He inherits, it must be earthly. He inherited the privilege of returning in POWER and GLORY to set up His kingdom. Jesus is coming back; however, He is not coming back as
the suﬀering Lamb of Calvary, but as the roaring Lion of Judah.
The Carpenter is coming back again, but He is returning as a
KING! Jesus Christ will appear a second time, not in humility,
but, instead, He will arrive in the clouds as the GLORIFIED
SON OF GOD to rule on earth. The earth will behold the same
Jesus coming, but this time "in the glory of HIS FATHER with the
holy angels” (Mark 8:38).
Jesus is STILL in the role of the Son, and, having fulfilled all
on the Cross, He returns to be HONORED on earth as He is in
Heaven. And, now, He invites us to be joint heirs, to share His
kingdom with Him. Jesus said in Matthew 25:34, "Come ye
blessed of MY FATHER and inherit the kingdom of God prepared for
YOU!" That is our inheritance prepared for us! The "come ye," in
Matthew 25:34, is Christ's invitation to SHARE in His earthly
inheritance as joint heirs with Him.
So, our "joint-inheritance" with Christ has NOTHING to do
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with rewards. Instead, it must do only with the privilege of
appearing with him on earth to taste the glory that goes with
His EXALTATION. “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the
first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they
shall be priests of God and Christ and shall reign with him a thousand years” (Revelation 20:6).
The ONLY WAY to PROVE (Validate) that you are a true
Christian is your obedience to Jesus and God's Word. We show
evidence by our "Fruit" and obedience to Jesus— out of our
Love for Him. We are THE BRIDE OF CHRIST, - Faithful and
Blameless.
Promises from The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew
5:1-14)
Blessed is the poor in spirit, for they receive the
kingdom of Heaven
Those who mourn receive comfort
The gentle will inherit the earth
Those who hunger for righteousness and justice will
be satisfied
Those who give mercy will get it back
The pure in heart will see God as the reward for
their purity
The peacemakers are sons of God
The persecuted will get the kingdom of Heaven as
their reward
Those falsely accused because of Christ will get an
enormous reward in Heaven
And that's what the Apostle Paul taught as well. 2
Corinthians 5:10, which we read at the outset, says the same
thing. "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,
that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to
what he has done, whether good or bad."
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WHAT GOOD WORKS NEED TO BE
DONE?

Salvation is by faith alone; however, if we say we have faith, we
prove it by being doers of the Word and not hearers only. Since
good works will receive rewards, we need to know what constitutes an excellent work. The following are some possibilities
described in Scripture. Once again, faith is hearing, believing,
which leads to obeying God's Word out of a Love for Jesus.
Deeds and works are the basis of our rewards, not a condition
for our eternal salvation. The Scripture is clear on that subject.
Faith is the only condition. Jesus did everything necessary to
secure Heaven for us when He died in our place and paid for
our sins at Calvary. There isn't anything we can add to what He
has done. We can only rest in it. And that's what faith is resting
in the finished work of Christ. Salvation is by faith alone. "For
by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast"
(Ephesians 2:8-9).
Witness: Matthew 5:16 says, “Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is
in heaven.” Christians are to let their light shine for the world to
see. They stand for the Lord Jesus Christ before the world that,
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for the most part, does not know Him. Part of a Christian's good
works involves living a pure life and being a consistent witness
for the Lord.
Worship: Jesus referred to the worship of Himself as an
excellent work. When a woman anointed His head with
precious ointment, He told His anxious disciples to leave her
alone because she had “done a good deed to Me" (Matthew 26:10).
Very often, we limit our concept of worship to the adoration of
and praise to God. Worshiping Christ is decent work, as well.
Generosity: 1 Timothy 6:18 says, we learn that being “rich in
good works” involves being generous and willing to share.
Specifically, the verse says we’re to be “ready to share." In other
words, it is primarily the attitude of generosity that makes up
the good works. If we have the wrong position or motivation,
our so-called charity is not good works. But all acts performed
with the proper motives will stand the test of fire and receive a
reward.
Jesus makes it clear that even the smallest deed is excellent
work. In Matthew 10:42 He said, “Whoever in the name of a
disciple gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water to
drink, truly I say to you, he shall not lose his reward.” Even a seemingly insignificant word or deed for the glory of the Lord will
receive divine compensation. So, virtually anything done for
Christ with the right attitude and motive will receive a reward.
As described in 1 Corinthians 3:12, these deeds are as gold,
silver, and precious stones.
Works with Wrong Motives: By contrast, Jesus tells us that
deeds done with the intention of impressing men are worthless
in His sight. In Matthew 6:2 He flatly states that anyone who
does a clever work to receive praise from others will receive no
reward from God. Earthly approval is the only reward that a
person will receive. These works, of course, are the wood, hay,
and straw mentioned in 1 Corinthians 3:12. They will not
survive the test of fire.
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Rewards That Last: The two greatest enemies of Christian
service, selfishness, and laziness have robbed many of God's
children of awards they should have received. Don't let these
enemies overcome you lest you become a victim of the judgment
of loss (1 Corinthians 3:15).
What kinds of rewards will we receive? In Scripture, we find
mention of five diﬀerent crowns reserved for those who are
faithful to do God’s work. We will look at these crowns in another
chapter.
Loss of Rewards: There will be a loss of rewards for individual believers (see, 1 Corinthians 3:14-15). God's Word does
not reveal to us all that that entails, but what we do know is
that: However, much a true Believer obeys his Master (Jesus),
they will receive rewards. We should take nothing for granted.
We should fear God and live a Holy Life.
We should Heed the Warnings from Jesus to be a Bride that
is Ready for His Appearing (wearing the White Spotless
Wedding Dress) - Holy— and without spot or wrinkle. Always
be Ready and waiting for the Return of Jesus.
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PROMISES

"Blessed [is] the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried,
he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to
them that love him” (James 1:12).
Jesus says, "Behold! I am coming quickly, and My Reward is
with Me, to Render (Reward) to every man according to what he has
DONE"(Revelation 22:12).
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A PRAYER

Dear God, help me to put oﬀ pride—and put on humility. Help
me to put oﬀ my critical nature—and put on the acceptance of
others. Help me to put oﬀ worrying—and put on the peace that
comes through trusting You. Help me bring my thoughts under
control by putting on the mind of Christ. In Jesus's
name-AMEN
“Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my
thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way in me and lead me in
the way everlasting” (Psalm 139:23-24).
"Dear God, thank you for loving me, saving me, and
protecting me. Give me the strength to press on toward the high
calling for which you have apprehended me. May my light
shine bright as you receive the glory as you transform me into
the image of Christ. Might I do your will as you guide me and
instruct me daily? Give me faith to believe and wisdom to obey
Your Word throughout my journey. In Jesus' name-AMEN!"
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16

HISTORY’S END IS ETERNITY’S
BEGINNING
TIME IS OUR BUS STOP - ETERNITY IS OUR DESTINATION

The first — The last — The greatest

I

n the human mind, first, last, and most significant is an
issue. In God's scripture, it is part of the Gospel and should
never be an issue with believers.
Have you ever asked God to let you be half as good as your
dog thinks you are? In the hay day of my sport's career, I was a
legend in my mind. I found that even if I were twice as good as I
thought I was, I'd only be half as good as my teammates.
Always the last chosen for the team, only to be the first
benched, or even asked to retire.
Many scenarios in life find us more often last than first. If
your last name starts at the end of the alphabet rest assure,
you're last in line for school lunch and last to receive your
diploma. Don't get me started on the grocery lines; you get the
picture. There are two lines I have stood in that took a physical
and psychological toll on me.
First was physical: The two hours I've waited to get on a ride
at Disneyland. Exhausted from the heat, $8.75 for a small coke;
but the three-minute ride took my breath away.
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The second was psychological: Our family went to the
drive-in-theater once a month. I was in the fifth grade at that
time. During intermission, my entire family went to the concession stand for food. Of course, we had a rule for this event, like
all others. We all had to wear pajamas just in case we went
asleep on the way home. An excellent and convenient idea for
my parents, but I had friends that saw me standing in line in
my PJs.
Besides, at that time in my life, I was totally into girls and
was looking for a girlfriend. But there I was with my crew cut,
scars shining bright under the fluorescent lighting. Humiliated
doesn't come close to what I experienced — standing in line
with my PJs, robe, and slippers on as many friends walked by.
Amazingly, they didn't have a new nickname for me at school.
But wait, a name is coming.
To emphasize, years ago, I loved playing flag football after
school, and especially in the rain. Buddy and I were always last
picked for aside. He was as heavy as any linebacker today. The
rules were to pull a flag from the kid with the football, which
considered him (tackled) down. However, Big-Bad-Buddy
played by his own rules when I had the ball. He would always
grab me hard and rub my face into the field. He thought it was
so funny, and no one had my back because you don't mess with
Buddy! Despite the pain, I continued to play the game, predetermined to outrun BBB.
Recalling all the rules we had back in the '1960s, schools
were not concerned with anyone's self-esteem. We were to
suck-it-up and just get on with it. They had rules for everything,
along with consequences for not following them. As I stated
earlier, any teacher had the privilege to spank us with paddleboards designed with holes for maximum thrust. One day
Buddy was talking in the woodshop and took one to the side of
his head. All I should say here is, "let's move on."
Because of my love for football, I decided to try out for the
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team during my Freshman year. However, a tragic thing
happened on the road to my NFL career. Another school rule
blindsided me. One's head must sport a crew-cut to play on the
team. Talk about the rules from my past re-visiting my life.
Confronted with the memories of the chanting of my nickname
'Scar-Head,' I had a choice to make.
As promised, my new nickname in High School had
become Mr. Green Jeans. My parents bought me six pairs of
them because they were cheaper than blue jeans. Kids are plain
cruel! So, every day was a green day for me. Today being green
is all the rave.
Not wanting to have two nicknames, I stuck with Mr. Green
Jeans and gave up my high paying NFL contract. Although our
past might hurt our future, hope is in Christ Jesus. Remember,
His trials and pain on earth allow him to help with our tests
and to comfort us during our sojourn. Understanding and
empathy are now a part of our ministry to help those going
through diﬃculties.
Sometimes being last in the past is the best thing for your
future. Roxana and I were the last of our friends to be married
in Christ. Three decades on, we are the last couple standing.
Seeing the trials, our friends went through became teachable
lessons we applied. I learned early on that it is our carpet that I
have the privilege to vacuum. Besides that, we give God all the
glory!

348

FOCUS ON GOD; NOT THE “I GOT YOU
QUESTIONS”

I want to be greater than great; in fact, I am leaning toward
being the greatest. Our pride is astounding at times. So
concerned with our self-image, what others have, and what we
don't. God is not impressed with how your self-esteem is
feeling but how bright the Image of Christ reflects in your life.
Many things in life are not worth the time invested, questions we entertain have no redeeming qualities, and our positions on earth are fleeting at best. Our eternal posts and crowns
must have our complete and undivided attention. For this
reason, James tells us to, "Humble yourselves in the sight of the
Lord, and He will lift you up."
When you think about all the "Got You" questions in life, it's
amazing what people come up with, especially concerning
God. "Since God is love, why would He send anyone to Hell?"
HE DOESN'T! Those who deny Christ will, by that decision
alone, determine their eternal state. Free choice can either be a
gift or a curse. Recall the fall in the garden and stay obedient to
God's Truth.
Here is a ridiculous question asked of me, "If God is so
great, can He make a rock too heavy for Him to pick up? WELL
349

Focus on God; Not the “I Got You Questions”

YES, HE IS GOD. But then He could reduce the weight and toss
the rock across the universe. Silly little "Got You" Questions that
only comfort those who would debate and deny God anyway.
God doesn’t play that game!
When David killed Goliath, was he great, his aim greater or
the rock greatest? His faith was more significant than the men
of war; however, the God he served was the greatest. The Lord's
strength was the greatest of David's weapons. He humbled
himself before God for such a time as this.
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WHO WILL BE THE GREATEST IN THE
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN?

The Disciples themselves argued over which one of them
would be the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven, here is what
Jesus said, “At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying,
who is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven? And Jesus called a little
child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, and said, Verily I
say unto you, except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye
shall not enter into the Kingdom of heaven. Whosoever, therefore,
shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the
Kingdom of heaven. And whoso shall receive one such little child in
my name receives me” (Matthew 18:1-5).
The Greatest in The Kingdom of God Will Be Those Who
Served Jesus and Others the Most, and Who Suﬀered and Decreased
Themselves the Most for the Sake of Christ. Jesus says, "The Greatest
among you must be a Servant. But those who Exalt Themselves will
be Humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted"
(Matthew 23:11-12). John said, "He (Jesus) must become Greater
and Greater, and I must become Less and Less" (John 3:30).
The Greatest in The Kingdom of God Will Be: Those Who
Obeyed and Taught God's Word. Those that will be the greatest in
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God's Eternal Kingdom will have taken EVERY WORD (in the
Bible) that God spoke and wrote about in His Scriptures very
seriously. They not only read God's Word, but they Believed it,
confirming their Obedience to His Word. That's True Faith,
thus leading them to Teach and Preaching God's Word to
others— making Disciples. The Scriptures say, 'Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by Every Word that Proceeds from the
Mouth of God."
Jesus makes it clear concerning the proper teaching of His
Word, "Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of these least
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in
the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the
same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:19).
The Greatest in The Kingdom of God Will Be: Those Who
Used Their Time, Talents, & Money— With RIGHT MOTIVES for
Jesus. He will Reward His Faithful Servants for being Faithful.
“His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou
hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many
things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord” (Matthew 25:23).
Jesus taught us that we could receive "treasures in heaven."
The “greatest treasure in heaven” is the gift of eternal life based
on the condition of surrendering all ourselves and our possessions to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. He links such surrender to
the Gospel and the Kingdom of God.
Believers have a treasure now: In 2 Corinthians 4:6-7, Paul
refers to this same treasure being in believers’ hearts in this
earthly life: “For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of
the darkness who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have
this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may
be of God and not of us.”
In verse 7, Paul says, "we have this treasure in earthen vessels."
In Greek, the phrase “we have” is in the present tense. The
352

Who Will Be the Greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven?

present tense here signifies we have this treasure in a continuous
ongoing sense now. In context, this treasure is God, the light of
His Gospel, and His glory in our hearts. Through the Gospel,
God and His eternal glory and life by His Spirit dwells in our
hearts continuously now.
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CROSS-BEARERS ON EARTH BECOME
CROWN-WEARERS IN HEAVEN

Some rewards we may receive Positions of authority, an eternal
inheritance, treasure in heaven, commendation from Jesus, and
a royal welcome. There are rewards for suﬀering, the wise use
of your money, awards for service, and performance at work.
You can earn a reward for prayer and fasting, and there is a
reward for Christians who reach out to their enemies with
genuine love and kindness.
Our Eternal Inheritance Is from God. The Lord's Faithful
and Fruitful Servants receive Positions of Authority. Our Positions of Authority will be determined by how we conducted
ourselves, our Faithfulness to Jesus, and God's Word during our
truly fleeting time on earth. We all long to hear Jesus say, "Well
done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in
handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more
responsibilities" (Matthew 25:21).
God has determined (chosen) ahead of time His people's
positions of authority, and Jesus will hand them out as their
Eternal Inheritance. “In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who
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worketh all things after the counsel of His own will" (Ephesians
1:11).
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FIVE DIFFERENT CROWNS FOR
PRESSING ON

“There are no CROWN-WEARERS in Heaven who were not
CROSS-BEARERS here below." Quote from Charles Spurgeon
[1834-1892]
Press on to win the race and receive the prize of eternal life. We
will now discover why Paul was so willing to give everything up
for his Lord Jesus Christ. Rewards are for those who Win the
Race - The Prize of Eternal Life. “Brethren, I count not myself to
have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are
before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14).
Crowns are a symbol of authority. As such, they denote the
authority granted to some Christians during the Millennial
period when they reign with Christ for 1,000 years. Christians
are earning their position of service for Christ here on earth.
Knowing this should give us the incentive to pursue better and
more lasting heights in fulfilling God's purpose for our life.
Jesus Wore A Crown of Thorns at His Death
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JESUS WEARS MANY CROWNS WHEN HE
RETURNS

The FIRST CATEGORY OF REWARDS is the Five Diﬀerent
Crowns reserved for those who are faithful in doing God’s work
on earth.
1. AN INCORRUPTIBLE CROWN - THE VICTOR’S
CROWN
Faithfulness in self-control: This Crown, often called "the
victor’s crown," is for those who "keep under [their] body and
bring it into subjection" (1 Corinthians 9:27). Those who purged
themselves from the appeals and pleasures of the world. —
Those who disciplined their bodies and brought their bodies
unto subjection. And them who had self-control over their
physical appetites. Such a useful service for the Lord Jesus
Christ merits this Crown.
2. THE CROWN OF LIFE – THE MARTYR’S CROWN
Faithfulness in Temptation: This is the Martyr's Crown - for
those who were Faithful unto Death— those who faithfully
endure and persevere under the testing’s, temptations, and
trials of life.
“Fear none of those things which thou shalt suﬀer: behold, the
devil shall cast [some] of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye
359

Jesus Wears Many Crowns When He Returns

shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I
will give thee a crown of life” (Revelation 2:10).
Often called "the martyr's crown" or "the suﬀerer's crown,"
this reward will rectify the many injustices Christians suﬀer in
life. Those who have suﬀered much yet endured with a sweet
Christian spirit receive the "crown of life." The Crown is also a
special reward for those who have been "faithful unto death" as
a witness for Christ.
3. THE CROWN OF GLORY – THE ELDER’S CROWN
Faithfulness in Tending Those Entrusted to you: Often
called “the elder's crown," "the shepherd's crown," or "the pastor's
crown." Given to those who have given their lives to the teaching
of the Word of God. This Crown is for those leaders, pastors,
elders, teachers who were Godly Examples to the Flock of
Believers entrusted with and assigned to their care.
“Feed the flock of God, which is among you, taking the oversight
[thereof], not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a
ready mind;
Neither as being lords over [God's] heritage but being ensamples
to the flock.
And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a
crown of glory that fadeth not away” (1 Peter 5:1-4).
4. THE CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS - FOR THOSE
WHO LOVE HIS APPEARING
Faithfulness in Testimony: This Crown is for those believers
who were ready, waiting, and loved His appearing. “Henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but
unto all them also that love his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:8).
This unique Crown is for those Christians who, inspired by
the imminent return of Christ, have lived a very righteous and
holy life. God does not demand talented vessels for His service.
What comes from our lives is due to His power, not our skills or
talents. He lays down one primary requirement: that a Chris360
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tian be clean. Somehow the doctrine of the imminent return of
Christ has a purifying eﬀect upon the believer, (Titus 2:12-14; 1
John 3:2-3).
5. THE CROWN OF REJOICING – THE SOUL WINNER’S
CROWN
Faithfulness in Service: This is the soul winners crown, given
to those who win people to Christ. For believers who were
obeying Jesus' Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20). Believers
who have devoted their primary attention to the salvation of
lost souls receive this Crown — often hidden in obscurity,
unknown to other Christians. Those unsung heroes and all
those who have given themselves to winning people to Christ
will receive this Crown.
“For what [is] our hope, or joy, or Crown of rejoicing? [Are] not
even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? For ye
are our glory and joy: (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20). Paul was so
excited about these things, he said, "Eye has not seen, nor ear
heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God
has prepared for those who love Him" (1 Corinthians 2:9).
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THE SECOND CATEGORY, POSITIONS OF AUTHORITY.
After the victor's Crown and others in positions of authority. It
is abundantly clear in the New Testament that we shall reign
with Christ. But that privilege is not automatic and equal for
every believer. It is part of the rewards we earn.
A THIRD CATEGORY IS AN ETERNAL INHERITANCE.
There is a sense in which every believer is an heir. In Galatians
4:7, we read, "Therefore, you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a
son, then an heir of God through Christ." There are two types of
inheritance for some, both in the millennial Kingdom and in
the eternal state.
FOURTH, THERE IS TREASURE IN HEAVEN. Not only
can we have an inheritance, but we can have treasure in
heaven. For example, in Luke 12:33-34, Jesus says, "Sell what you
have and give alms; provide yourselves money bags which do
not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where
no thief approaches nor moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will also be."
This treasure is unknown, but it sounds good! Anything
called a "treasure" must be precious and worthwhile. And Jesus
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assured us that we can be laying up for ourselves that valuable
treasure in heaven right now. It's a treasure that will be ours to
enjoy when we arrive in eternity.
FIFTH, COMMENDATION FROM OUR SAVIOR. A significant point in the parables Jesus told about the talents and the
minas. In both, there is a word of commendation. "Well, done,
good and faithful servant." We long for a word of approval and
appreciation from our love ones. Some people ache for a word
of support, and they feel as though they cannot live without it.
The most important person in your life throughout eternity
will be The Lord Jesus Christ, far more than any human being
has ever been on earth. Even one word of commendation from
Him will bring you greater joy than all the pleasures of earth
combined. What should you be doing with your life that will
earn you a word of praise from your Savior at the Bema?
A SIXTH CATEGORY A ROYAL WELCOME: There's an
exciting thought tucked away in 2 Peter 1:10-11, "Therefore,
brethren, be even more diligent in making your call and election sure,
for if you do these things you will never stumble; for so an entrance
will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ."
An abundant entrance! The idea is a vibrant and blessed
reception into Christ's Kingdom. Our Savior Himself will
welcome us personally and warmly. "Blessed are those servants
whom the master, when he comes, will find watching." "Assuredly, I
say to you that he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat
and will come and serve them" (Luke 12:37).
We learned that it would be an honor to sit at His table. We
learned that it would be an honor to serve Him. Now, He's
going to help us! Can you imagine the Lord Jesus Himself
serving you? The eternal Son of God? What an honor!
When He comes, those waiting for Him will sit down to eat,
and He will come and serve them. Such a royal welcome!
THE SEVENTH REWARD IS GREATER GLORY. Our
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profession in eternity will be to glorify the Lord Jesus. There
will be glory for us, as well. Paul points out in 2 Corinthians
4:17. "For our light aﬄiction, which is but for a moment, is working
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory."
This glory will be our ability to reflect the radiance of the
Lord. Jesus said, "Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in
the kingdom of their Father" (Matthew 13:43). We're going to shine.
That will be exciting for you in heaven. The more of His glory
we reflect, the more glorification He receives.
THE EIGHTH REWARD WILL BE GREATER JOY. This
idea comes again from the parable of the talents. Investing with
eternity's values in view, the master said, "Enter into the joy of
your lord." Peter was there with Jesus on the Mount of Olives
when He told that parable, and he picked up on the same
theme in his first letter. "Beloved, do not think it strange concerning
the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing
happened to you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's
suﬀerings, that when His glory is revealed"--when He comes, in other
words-- "you may also be glad about exceeding joy" (1 Peter 4:12-13).
If we accept trials with a willing and gracious spirit, we are going
to have extraordinary joy when Jesus returns.
THE NINTH REWARD IS SPECIAL PEOPLE WILL
SURROUND YOU. Will people be part of our reward in
heaven? Paul writes in 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20, "For what is our
hope, or joy, or Crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence
of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? For you are our glory and
joy." Thus, related to the Crown of rejoicing.
These special people are there because of us. Can you
imagine the pleasure it will bring you to have people in heaven
whose very presence there is because of you as a testimony to
your faithful witness? WHAT A REWARD!
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WHAT DO WE DO WITH THESE CROWNS?
CROWNS WILL BE CAST DOWN BEFORE JESUS AT HIS
THRONE

Revelation 4:10-11
THE HEAVENLY SCENE: What John saw around the throne of
God. “Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the
thrones, I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and
they had crowns of gold on their heads” (Revelation 4:4 NKJV). And
so here we see the first scene in heaven.
God was sitting upon His throne. Cherubim about the
throne worshipping God as He sits upon the throne. Around
the throne were twenty-four thrones. Twenty-four elders sat on
these lesser thrones, around God’s throne. These elders
certainly seem to represent God’s people. Elders stand for the
people of God, especially in the Old Testament.
In Revelation 5:9-10, the twenty-four elders sang a song of
praise to Jesus, and they cried out: For You were slain, and have
redeemed us to God by Your blood, out of every tribe and tongue and
people and nation. In this passage, the twenty-four elders spoke
as representatives of all God's people, of the great company of
the redeemed.
Clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on
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their heads: The white robes and crowns of the elders seem to
show that they are indeed human beings – in glory, of course.
Therefore, redeemed, the glorified man sits enthroned with
Jesus. On lesser thrones, to be sure, but thrones none the less.
We are joint heirs with Christ, and we will reign with Him forever.
Casting our crowns before the feet of Jesus is part of the
vision, He gave John. In this scene of heaven, we see that
“the twenty-four elders fall before him who sits on the throne
and worship him who lives forever and ever. They lay their
crowns before the throne and say: 'You are worthy, our Lord and
God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things,
and by your will, they were created and have their being.'"
Whenever the living creatures give glory to God, the twentyfour elders fall before Him: Prompted by the cherubim, the
twenty-four elders enter worship. Since the angel’s worship
God day and night, so do the elders. The twenty-four elders,
worship (which means to credit worth or worthiness to) God.
The elders credited God for their work and reward, and they
did this as they cast their crowns before the throne. They recognized that the worth, the worthiness belonged to God, not to
themselves.
Casting the crowns acted out their declaration, "You are
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power.” If God
was worthy of the glory and honor and power, then He should
get the Crown.
The crowns mentioned in Revelation 4:10 are the Stephanos
crowns, the heads of victory, not royalty. These are the crowns
of achievement that a winning athlete would receive at the
ancient Olympian Games. The twenty-four elders – standing
for all the redeemed of God – threw every achievement reward
they hand back to God because they knew and proclaimed that
He was worthy to receive glory and honor and power.
Thus, I should not look to please myself, because then I am
not answering the purpose of my existence. Looking to Jesus, the
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author and finisher of our faith should be our focus. And when
I live to please God, I find intense pleasure myself. Therein is
happiness, satisfaction, and fulfillment.
"If any man seeks to save his life, he is going to lose it, but if he
loses his life for My sake," Jesus said, "you will find it" (Matthew
10:39). And to find what living is all about, you have got to live
for His pleasure. These elders stand for all the people of God.
The worship, the crowns, the robes, the heart of these twentyfour elders belongs to us also.
RADIO STATION WII-FM, is Broadcasting 24/7/365 -
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OF COURSE, UNTIL THE END OF TIME

The End of History, as we know, it will come with a flurry of the
most incredible events ever confronted by mankind. After that,
we will enter eternity, which is beyond human imagination.
The apostle Paul said of eternity, “Eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which
God hath prepared for them that love Him” (1 Corinthians 2:9).
Paul wrote the above before God gave the apostle John a
small preview of eternity in the Book of Revelation. The things
we do know about the future are so appealing they should
motivate anyone to prepare for eternity at once!
We don't know much about heaven. The Bible gives us
glimpses, but not a lot of details. Perhaps that is how God
intended it because it is beyond human comprehension. Nevertheless, this beautiful place is where we, as believers, are
destined to spend eternity. It is a place of great perpetual
worship. It is also a place of high authority – God Himself is
there. Jesus is there, and there is a throne. Those who have
gone before are there. It is a place of great understanding and
revelation. A place where we will finally grasp the greatness of
God and how utterly dependent, we all are on Him.
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Although this is not a book on The End-Times, it is necessary to understand the events that pertain to our eternal salvation. In preparation for the glory to come, we must know the
what, when, where, and how we fit into God's plan. These
events are essential, not only for our position in Christ but also
for our witnessing to the unsaved. Even to fully understand the
WII-FM and the relationship between trials and rewards, we
must touch on a few events in God’s timeline.
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TIMELINE EVENTS

God’s end of times shows the twofold events taking place for
two reasons and two peoples:
1.
2.
3.
4.

The Two Phases of Christ’s Return
The Two Resurrections of Scripture
The Two Judgments to Come
The Two Books Used at Judgment

For expedience sake, we will cover two of the events to show
when Jesus comes for the church and what He has in store
for us.
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THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH AND HIS
SECOND COMING

FIRST, He will come suddenly in the air to RAPTURE His
church and take believers to His Father’s house, in fulfillment
of His promise in John 14:1-3. There, they will appear before the
judgment seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:8-10) and take part in the
marriage supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:1-10). SECOND, Jesus
will finish His SECOND COMING (The Glorious Appearing) by
returning to earth gloriously and publicly in high power to set
up His kingdom.
The appearance of Christ in the air to rapture His church is
a separate event happening before the seven-year Tribulation
period. His second coming will occur at the end of the Tribulation, after which the Lord appears gloriously on the earth.
There is no doubt that there are two separate phases to our
Lord’s coming because so many Bible passages refer to one or
both events.
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THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO
JUDGMENTS

THE FIRST JUDGMENT (The Judgment Seat of Christ (The
Bema) involves only believers. Christ will evaluate the actions of
every believer for rewards. (1 Corinthians 3:11-15; 2 Corinthians
5:10)
THE SECOND JUDGMENT (The Great White Throne Judgment) involves only unbelievers. Here Christ assesses the lives of
all unbelievers. (Revelation 20:11-15)
God's Word teaches that all people—whether saved or not
—will stand before Jesus one day. Believers will answer for
their deeds at the judgment seat of Christ, and the lost will face
Him at the great white throne.
Scripture is clear, for those who have placed their trust in
Jesus inherit eternal life. However, at the First Judgement, He
will determine the degree of eternal rewards believers deserve,
based on their deeds. This judgment of believers is for their
good works that past the purifying fire: gold, silver, and
precious stones, and where wrong actions burn up in the fire:
wood, hay, and stubble. Jesus hands out our rewards, crowns,
positions, and authority.
There is much speculation about the kinds of work down
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here that will constitute gold, silver, and precious stones reward
up there. God classifies the actions of believers into six areas
with two categories.
ETERNAL: Those durable and worthy objects which will
survive and thrive in the judgment fires. These are gold, silver,
and precious stones.
TEMPORAL: Consumed in the judgment fires are those
destructible and worthless objects. These are wood, hay, and
stubble.
Those things not done for the glory of God burn up and are
not subject to rewards. Only the work done for Christ receives
awards at the judgment seat of Christ. God will test everything
in the light of His truth — "the consuming fire."
If a man's works are still undamaged by the judgment fire,
he receives rewards (wages). Awards speak of the crowns given
in direct relationship to the quality and motive of our service
unto Christ and not salvation. If the fire consumes man’s works,
he shall “suﬀer loss” but not his salvation.
The Second Judgment Involves Unbelievers, Those Who
Lived independently of the Lord. It takes place after the rapture,
the judgment seat of Christ, tribulation, millennial reign of
Christ, and the battle of Armageddon. It evaluates the deeds of
those who never accepted Jesus' oﬀer of a new life in Him.
Only the unsaved will face this judgment. No believers from
any age will be there. This judgment will be for unbelievers to
acknowledge Jesus as Lord and to receive the degree of punishment they have earned by their rejection of Christ and the
deeds of their life.
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COMPARISON OF GENESIS AND
REVELATION
COMING FULL CIRCLE

Genesis: Creation of heaven and earth.
Revelation: New heavens and new earth.
Genesis: Earthly paradise = tree of life, a river of blessing;
lost through sin.
Revelation: Paradise of God = tree of life, the pure river of
water of life, paradise regained through Christ's atonement.
Genesis: First man (Adam) and wife set over all God's
creation.
Revelation: Second man (Christ) and His bride (Church)
ruling over a redeemed world.
Genesis: First typical sacrificial lamb.
Revelation: Lamb of God, once slain, now set upon the
throne.
Genesis: Beginning of sin, Satan deceives Eve.
Revelation: All unbelieving sinners and Satan cast into the
lake of fire.
Genesis: First murderer, first polygamist, first rebel, first
drunkard.
Revelation: All such banished from His presence forever.
Genesis: Rise of Babel or Babylon.
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Revelation: We contemplate its doom.
Genesis: Man's city.
Revelation: City of God.
Genesis: Sorrow, death, pain, and tears.
Revelation: God wipes away all tears.
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A PROMISE

And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every
man according as his work shall be. I am Alpha and Omega, the
beginning and the end, the first and the last. Blessed are they that do
his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life and
may enter in through the gates into the city. (Revelation 22:12-14).
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A PRAYER

Even so, come Lord Jesus — Amen
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A BOAT FULL OF SUCCESS
WHAT YOU DO WITH YOUR EMPTY NETS IS THE DECIDING
FACTOR BETWEEN FAILURE AND SUCCESS.

(Luke 5: 1-11)

A

Boat Full of Success will Support your Continual Pursuit
of God’s Purpose. Within the pages of Scripture, we find
God's Blueprint Concerning His Purpose for Your Life. He has
laid out the concepts, principles, and road map that will inspire
each of us to look for and discover His Will for our lives. Taking
this path will lead to a successful and rewarding experience.
All of us understand the concept of a pattern or blueprint.
The tailor who designed the clothes you're wearing had to
follow a model, or the clothing would not fit. A building would
not be safe, nor would an engine run, if not made according to
the blueprint. Likewise, the Word of God is Jesus, the author,
and finisher of our faith. Who better to teach us all things, but
He that authored the book?
It is the same thing with our life in Christ. We must start
right, continue right, and finish the race set before us according
to God's blueprint. The Bible's patterns for life are not merely
religious rules; they're proper rules. That is, they're patterns
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that work so we can live, obey, and grow in the way God
designed us to live.
His commandments and precepts supply the foundation to
build lives that stand strong and tall. Spiritual frames built on
His solid rock. All designed to make us into the image of Christ.
This pattern for godliness produces a character that leads to
making the decisions in Christ that will create the future God
desires for you.
As you understand His interest in your success, you will be
able to contribute to that success with wisdom. God is interested in your success and has promised to guide you as you add
to His Kingdom. As you invest the time to study God's Eternal
Word, you will discover and develop the Image of Christ as it
reflects upon your earthly and eternal existence in Him.
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Jesus said to Peter, "Let me get into your boat." Jesus begins to
speak to the multitudes that had gathered on the shoreline.
Peter is thinking, "Here is Jesus in my boat, and I've failed Him;
I've let Him down. I started to become His disciple; I even saw
miracles.
This story of Peter is about a man who learned from his failure. And how success happened because of a simple thing. It
happened when Jesus came aboard his little boat and gave
directions that he followed. And that is where we will find
success in our lives when we let Jesus be in control. We will all
have failures, but we will learn more from our failures than our
successes. When we have partial success, it’s because we only
partially obeyed.
Consequently, the reason Peter was pulling up empty nets
was that he was outside God's will. If you know God has called
you to do a sure thing, yet you refuse to do it, you are miserable
and frustrated, and you're pulling up empty net after empty
net. It is time to return to your first love and do what God has
told you to do, and you will be where you ought to be.
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Jesus had said to Peter on another occasion, when he was
out fishing, "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men." We
read that they ditched their nets, left their boats and businesses
to follow Jesus. But somewhere along the way, something
happened, and they stopped following him after they had
started. So, here in Luke 5 is the second time Jesus had asked
them to become fishers of men.
Jesus could have used Peter as a sermon illustration. "Look
at this man, he began to follow me and turned back, and he is
pulling up empty nets. Might I say, let this man be an example
to you." However, He turned to Peter and said, "Let’s go fishing,
but this time let's do it my way."
Jesus had said to launch out into the deep, but every fisher
knew that the time to fish was at night and in the shallow
waters, not in the deep waters in the daytime. Peter might have
been thinking that we are fishermen, professionals, and we
know these matters. You might be high on spiritual issues, but
we are the experts when it comes to fishing. However, Peter
says, "At your word, we will let down the nets." If Peter had not
obeyed the first seemingly insignificant command, he would
never have taken part in a miracle.
So, he went ahead and did it, to humor Jesus. Of course, he
and those with him caught so many fish that their boats began
to sink. As the boats were sinking, it began to sink into Peter,
who Jesus was. He knew Jesus wasn't just a man, but that He
was the Messiah. But as he recognized Jesus for who He is,
Peter also saw himself for who he was. He said, "Depart from
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!"
Whenever we get a vision of who Jesus is, it will always give
us a realistic perspective of who we are, as well. We do not see
the truth about ourselves until we see ourselves in His light.
Seeing ourselves in His light always brings conviction.
It is the small things God would have us be faithful in
because if we aren’t, we will never go out into the deep. So, we
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must first start with what we know is the will of God for us at
this very moment in time and do it! Partial obedience will never
fulfill God’s purpose.
Patience and timing are critical when waiting on God to use
us. Sometimes God has the right person at the right place but
at the wrong time. Too early, sometimes too late. Moses is an
excellent example of the importance of timing. He wanted to do
something for his people, but he was impatient, 40 years too
early. If we do it God's way, in God's timing, our nets will be
breaking as well, because He has directed our path.
Looking over Moses' life, we find that he spent 40 years in
Pharaoh's court finding out that he was a somebody, 40 years in
the backside of the desert finding out that he was a nobody.
Then he spent 40 years in the wilderness finding out what God
can do with a somebody that see's he's a nobody.
Now, after the net was full, what was Peter's reaction? He
said, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man." What a way to
say thanks. He was humbled; God had revealed himself to Peter
in a realm he could understand. Peter had seen other miracles;
he had seen his mother in law healed. But Peter knew of the
impossibility of this happening by chance or circumstance, and
he knew that it was God working. And it was God working for
him, and it humbled him out.
God has made allowances for our failures; that is why he
died on the cross for us. We all have fallen short of the glory of
God. When we fail, not if, but when we fail, if we learn from
that experience, it will help us out the next time we face it or
something like it.
But He is still saying, "Follow me and I'll make you fishers of
men. Let me on board, let me give you direction, let me take
control, and everything will change." As we go out to serve him,
as we go out in life, it's essential that we let him on board and
let him be in control and let him be captain of our ship.
Make Him Lordship in every area of life. He has set before
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us opportunities to serve him, to make a diﬀerence, opportunities to catch men alive. In closing, Jesus said to Peter, "From this
day on, you will catch men alive."

390

GOD REWARDS OUR OBEDIENCE

Let’s look at what happened when the disciples obeyed Jesus’
instructions. “Put out into the deep water and let down your
nets for a catch” (Luke 5:4).
Life is a composite of decisions. Where we are today is the
result of choices we made in the past, and today's decisions
determine where we will be tomorrow.
The Results of the Disciples’ Obedience to Jesus’
Instruction:
Two boats full of fish, nets were breaking
Peter was a part of and took part in a miracle of God
Peter saw himself as he had never seen himself
before
Others received the benefits of the miracle
Peter’s concept of God changed
God changed the disciple’s vocation
God broke their hearts and instilled the correct idea
of Jesus
Jesus became a living reality for them.
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You need to know what you want in life before you can
make well-informed decisions. Also, you must factor in God’s
will and purpose. Will this decision glorify God and help prove my
life’s purpose? Having a good sense of yourself and your relationship with God makes the whole decision process more
manageable.
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The will and wisdom of God must take center stage in our decision-making process: Proverbs 4:4-5, 7 reminds us, “He taught me
also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my
commandments and live.
Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from
the words of my mouth.
Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore, get wisdom: and with
all thy getting get understanding.”
If necessary, God will move heaven and earth to show us
His will. God always wants the best for us, and He is committed
to showing us how to follow the specific plan He has designed
for each of our lives. He wants us to listen for His voice, to hear
what He wants us to do and how He wants us to do it.
The most important question we can ask when facing decisions-major or minor-is: “What is God’s will for me?” Many
times, we become frustrated and think His will is confusing and
hard to discern. But God has given us practical steps to discover
and apply His will to our lives.
God has a specific plan and design for each person that is
perfectly attuned to His will. However, it is not something He
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drops in front of us. He wants us to learn how to seek His will
and then trust Him for the outcome.
When seeking God’s Personal Will, always look between the
boundaries of His Sovereign Will and His Moral Will for your
life. God would not have us chasing illusions when trying to
discern His will. He has given us clear directions in His Word
that will help us to discover His will. What is interesting in the
Bible, is that you don't find people struggling to know God's
will as we strive to know it today. Their problem wasn't
knowing God's will; it was obeying after God revealed His will
to them.
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THREE MEANINGS OF “GOD'S WILL”
SOVEREIGN — MORAL — INDIVIDUAL/PERSONAL

GOD'S SOVEREIGN WILL: "God's secret plan that determines
everything that happens in the universe." Daniel 4:35 declares,
All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he
pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. No
one can hold back his hand or say to him: "What have you done?"
The Sovereign Will of God refers to those things that God is
just going to do, no matter what. For example, it was God's
Sovereign Will to send Christ to die for our sins. It’s in God’s
Sovereign Will that Christ returns one day also, that we all
stand before Him in judgment.
God’s Sovereign Will always, interfaces with His Personal
Will. Through God’s Sovereign Will, some beautiful things are
going to happen to you. You didn't plan on them; they are just
going to happen.
You are part of God's master plan. God not only has a
personal will for us, but He also has an intention that encompasses all of history and humanity. God has been so gracious
that He has invited you as an individual to take part in His
overall Sovereign Will for understanding.
God plans to fulfill His Sovereign Will through your
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personal life. So, when it comes to determining God's Individual Will, remember any decision not made against the backdrop of His Sovereign Will is wrong.
One reason that we struggle with God’s Personal Will is that
we strive in isolation of God's Sovereign Will.
Supporting scriptures:
Revelation 4:11, "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to
receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things,
and by your will, they were created and have their being."
Ephesians 1:11, “In him we were also chosen, having been
predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will.”
Acts 4:27-28, “Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together
with the Gentiles and the people [e] of Israel in this city to
conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed.
They did what your power and will had decided beforehand
should happen.”
GOD'S MORAL WILL: God's revealed commands in the
Bible that teach how men ought to believe and live. His moral
will include commandments consisting of dos and don'ts. Peter
gives us an example of this when he writes that we are to
submit to our human authorities. (1 Peter 2:13-14)
God's prescribed commandments give us a benchmark by
which we can pattern our lives. We find the greatest commandment in Matthew 22:37. "You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind."
We know we are not to commit adultery, cheat, steal, or lie.
These are well-defined moral areas of behavior; the necessary
Scriptures is simple obedience.
We find God's Moral Will in those places in Scripture where
God's "do this and don't do that" appear. We have a choice when
it comes to God's Moral Will.
God has told us to be moral, be grateful, and to obey the
laws of the land. We have a choice to obey or not to obey. But
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there is never a question as to what God's Moral Will is, and it
is just a matter of us obeying.
In times of decision making, God wants us to know He is
with us and will lead us in the direction of His will. He wants us
to realize that He is personally involved in the process. When
we take time to pray and seek His will, we gain much more than
an answer to prayer. We emerge from the situation with a new
awareness of who God is and how much He loves us.
The highest compliment you can pay God is to trust Him
enough to seek His will for your life. God wants you to walk
away from the decision-making process with a greater awareness of who He is and the knowledge of His ways.
He wants you to exercise your faith in such a way that you
will trust Him with even greater decisions in the future. When
you do this, your relationship with God grows closer and more
intimate.
God never leads you to violate His moral will. Any decision
you make not in harmony with His Word is not of God. Initially,
individual options may appear valid. However, if they are
against God's moral will-His clearly stated do's and don'ts of
Scripture-then, they are not of Him.
God's moral will be foundational to the decision-making
process. Jesus said, "He who has My commandments and keeps
them, he it is who loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by
My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him" (John
14:21). God reveals Himself to those who develop a lifestyle in
agreement with His moral will. If you are consistently disobedient to His righteous will, you will have a challenging time
making decisions beneficial to your future.
GOD'S INDIVIDUAL/PERSONAL WILL: God's ideal,
detailed life-plan uniquely designed for each person. God’s
personal will diﬀers from His moral will and reflects His
agenda for your life. He interweaves specifically designed
circumstances and events into your life. The challenge is to
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discern His design and then take the necessary steps to fulfill
His plan.
God has a plan for the situation facing you, and He wants
you to discover it. His will is not mystical. It's eﬃcient. God is
always more interested in revealing Himself than only revealing
details about His will.
God's Personal Will for you will always reside between the
boundaries of His Sovereign Will and His Moral Will for your
life. Between what He is going to do and what He has already
asked us to do. Whenever any option lies outside these boundaries, we can mark it oﬀ our list. God won’t lead you to do that.
For example; you have a person living next door that blows
his grass onto your lawn, and you can't seem to get along with
him. You are trying to figure out how to respond to this guy.
The options are within God's Sovereign and Moral will. One
day that man is going to spend eternity somewhere, which
means unless somebody builds a relationship with him and
brings him to Christ, he will spend eternity separated from
Christ. That's the Sovereign Will of God. The Moral Will of
God tells us to be kind, not to take revenge, to be gentle, and to
love your neighbor. So, the answer to your dilemma lies somewhere within this context. Narrowing down the options and
dropping some of the possibilities.
The more familiar you are with the Sovereign and Moral
Will of God, the easier it will be for you to discern the Personal
Will of God. In anticipation of the decisions that will come our
way, we need to saturate our minds with the Word of God. So
that when we make decisions, we are in line with what God has
asked us and called us to do.
The more time you spend studying His Sovereign and
Moral Will, the less time it will take you discerning His
Personal Will for your life. The primary value of the Word of
God in determining the Will of God for our experience is that
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through God's Word, we understand how God views certain
things.
And what God wants us to do with His Word is to align our
thinking, attitudes with His. Then, we will be able to make
decisions according to God’s standards.
In Romans 12:2 Paul puts it this way, “And be not conformed to
this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of
God.” If you renew your mind, you will be able to test and prove
God's will for your life. The picture here is a person with
several options, and one is God's will and what this verse says is
that if you will renew your mind, then the result is that you will
be able to test each of these options, sort out, sort through, and
you will be able to discern which one is God's will.
God is saying that he has given us principles, and if we do
our homework, when the decision time comes, we will be in a
high position to discern what His will is. You will see this decision as I see it. You will interpret these circumstances as I
understand them. You will have an eternal perspective.
However, there are two significant barriers to discovering God's
Will, An Un-Renewed Mind and A Made-Up Mind. God gives
information for obedience and not for consideration.
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THE WISDOM AND PRINCIPLES OF
DECISION MAKING

God’s principles are like equations. They show us what we can
expect from God when we act a certain way. But unlike God’s
moral commandments, principles oﬀer lessons of practical
application.
We learn from Daniel, Noah, and Joseph that we can trust
God in the most adverse situations. We learn from experience
that we reap what we sow. We come to understand that if we
wait on God’s timing, we can expect His best. The Bible is full
of principles; and regardless of the area of decision, at some
point, your options intersect the laws of God's Word. His principles are divine checks and balances for the decision-making
process.
The problem many Christians have is they don’t read their
Bibles; or if they do, they pull out the promises and overlook
the principles. They get caught up in a search for instant solutions. Many times, we want God to clear up our struggles, but
we don’t want to take the time and eﬀort to know His will. The
promises of God are excellent tools of encouragement, and God
certainly applies them to our hearts on many occasions. But the
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Word of God is primarily principles by which we can order our
lives.
He has supplied principles within His Word to act as
guides. It is when we apply these principles to our lives that we
become disciplined.
Many people spend a great deal of time trying to “proof
text” the Bible. That is, they have a decision to make and want a
verse of Scripture that either gives them the go-ahead or tells
them to stop. But for the most part, God does not work
that way.
If we want Him only to supply answers to our problems,
then our focus is on guidance and not the Guide. Either we
choose to build a relationship with Him, whereby we gain
wisdom and insight, or life still is empty and confusing.
He wants us to ask one question with every decision, every
business deal, every financial investment, every commitment
we make: “Is this the wisest thing for me to do?” He will not
always supply a verse to confirm or refute every decision, but
He will supply wisdom if you ask Him.
The key to decision making is learning and applying the
principles of God to your life. Wisdom is another standard by
which we can discern God’s will. Paul tells us to “Be careful how
you walk, not as unwise men [and women], but as wise, making the
most of your time, because the days are evil. So then do not be foolish
but understand what the will of the Lord is” (Ephesians 5:15-17).
If you want to know the will of God, begin by measuring
your situation against His moral will. Then apply His principles to your decision. Finally, ask Him for His wisdom.
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STEPS IN PAUL'S DECISION-MAKING
PROCESS

Paul's decision making reflects God's wisdom and common
sense. Understanding we find God's personal will between the
boundaries of His sovereign and moral will. Also, if you have
accumulated and analyzed the data, have sought out other
viewpoints, and have asked for God’s direction, you can step
out in confidence.
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SNAPSHOT OF CHOICES AND
DECISIONS

Ordinary Decisions: One should exercise good judgment and
not waste time.
Equal Options: One should thank God for the opportunity
to select from acceptable alternatives and choose one's personal
preference.
Immaturity: One should apply maturity by gathering and
evaluating data, devoting enough time to the process giving
personal desires their proper place, and basing the decision on
sound reasons.
Subjectivity: Since God's moral will has been ultimately
revealed, wisdom explained, the knowledge required for decision making is entirely attainable.
Paul thought things out as should we:
PURPOSE: Paul adopted spiritual goals based on divine
revelation.
PRIORITIES: He arranged his goals into wise priorities
deciding what to do first, second, third, etc.
PLANS: Next, he devised plans that gave him a strategy for
carrying out his goals.
PRAYER: Through prayer, he gave himself and his plans
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over to the sovereign will of God. (No doubt, he also prayed for
wisdom in the formulation of his ideas, though not mentioned
in this context.)
PERSEVERANCE: When Sovereignly hindered from doing
his plans, he assumed that the delay was God's sovereign will.
This conviction freed him from discouragement. Since his
plans were sound, the only thing he adjusted was the timetable.
PRESENTATION: Paul explained his decisions based on
God's moral will and his application of wisdom.
God’s Wise Counsel in Others and The Principles of
Scripture
God's Word instructs us to "search the Scriptures daily to
find out whether these things are so" (Acts 17:11). Seeking the
wise counsel of well-informed believers is also a crucial step in
making the right decisions. Our unclear visions need correction now and then. Others may see more clearly. They can
sense danger when we are complacent. "Where there is no
counsel, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsels, there
is safety" (Proverbs 11:14). However, we must be careful not to
abdicate our responsibility at this point. Weigh out the counsel
of others but not substitute for our judgment.
While the counsel of others is meaningful, the counsel of
God is vital. Whatever decisions we face in life, God wants in
on it. His participation is critical because ours is a life of dependence on Him for wise guidance. Furthermore, His name is at
stake, and we are to glorify Him in every area of life, including
our decisions.
His counsel and guidance come through voluntary prayer
and conformity to the principles of Scripture. Prayer brings the
matter before God's throne, and His Word supplies the guidelines within which we can make the right decision. God wants
to be part of our decision process. To leave Him out by ignoring
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prayer and the truths of Scripture denies us the privilege of
God's perspective, He is always willing to share.
There may be times when all options concerning a decision
appear to agree with God's will. You have prayed, and to the
best of your knowledge, nothing violates a principle of God.
But you still don't have a clear answer. In times like these, it is
safe to move forward; but always give God permission to halt
the process at any point. Keep your heart sensitive to Him, and
He will not let you stray. The Good Shepherd takes loving care
of His sheep.
When God blocks one avenue, He has a better plan and a
better way waiting for you. He is only doing what you have
asked Him to do, and that is to lead and guide you.
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FOUR AREAS TO CONSIDER

1. Obedience in those areas specifically addressed by
the Bible, the revealed commands and principles of
God (His moral will) must be the only decision
made.
2. In those areas where the Bible gives no command or
principle (Nonmoral decisions), the believer is free
and responsible to choose his course of action. Any
decision made within the moral will of God is
acceptable.
3. In typical decisions, the goal of the Christian is to
make wise decisions based on spiritual expediency.
4. In all decisions, the believer should humbly submit,
in advance, to the outworking of God's sovereign
will as it touches each decision.
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SOME THOUGHTS ON CHARACTER

When Jesus comes into our life, He sends the Holy Spirit to
clean up those things blocking the development of Character.
And until we get in on the things God is doing in our heart,
there will always be those things that will hinder the building
of Character. It is a lifelong process to Develop Character in our
lives.
Character is about allowing the Holy Spirit to transform
our hearts so that our behavior slowly changes. It's not cleaning
up your act; it's purifying your soul.
We live in a world of instant food; Facebook likes and safe
spaces to hide from other people. We can't hide from God! Or
procrastinate all lifelong. We can put oﬀ studying for that test
until the night before. But you can't cram for Character. It is a
lifelong process to develop.
God's priority for the believer is not happiness; it's holiness
and character. Likewise, our priority should not be happiness
either. It should be faithfulness and usefulness. Usefulness
takes place after we have developed yieldedness and Character.
He is not impressed with how your self-esteem is feeling but
how bright the Image of Christ reflects in your life.
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CHARACTER is the belief in an absolute system of right
and wrong. Combined with the will to do what is right regardless of the cost. Attitude is a Composite of Our Habits: "Sow a
thought, reap an action; sow an action, reap a habit; sow a
habit, reap a character; sow a character, REAP A DESTINY.”
Never forget that Comfort is the feeling of any given moment;
Character is for Eternity!
God has a Specific Plan for Building Character in our Lives.
The process of character development takes place inside of us;
it's constant and designed with God's purpose in mind. His will
for believers is a transformation into the likeness (image) of His
Son, which will produce Character.
Satisfactory results come from good habits; poor results
come from poor habits. Poor habits could take control of your
life if you don’t ask God in prayer to change them. The good
news is that giving poor habits to God will help you improve
them for His glory. I read somewhere that It takes twenty-one
days to change a pattern. So, the sooner we start, the quicker
the change.
You serve an all-knowing God who wants to communicate
His pure and perfect plan for your life to you. Are you willing to
listen? He wants to give you wisdom for every circumstance you
face.
However, the first decision you must make is to put your
complete trust in His Son’s death on the cross as payment for
your sin. When you do this, He comes to live inside you and
promises to supply clear guidance for every decision that you
will ever make.
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NO MORE TISSUES

God “will wipe every tear from [our] eyes.” And, “there will no
longer be any death.” The specter of death, the natural result of
sin, removed.
To repeat, we receive benefits, gifts, and support here on
earth, our rewards are in Heaven. We are to do good works and
store our treasures in Heaven for all eternity. What we do for
Christ and His church will determine our position and
authority during the millennial reign with Christ at His second
coming.
Our rewards and Crowns will be handed out at the Judgment Seat of Christ after the rapture of His Bride the church.
Many things will be happening in Heaven with us during the
seven-year tribulation period. So, let's get ready to be ready!
With this in mind; “count it all joy…," concerning the trials of
life you face. Contemplate your response and obedience during
them and apply God's promises He oﬀers you as a light of
comfort. “For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him
Amen, to the glory of God through us” (2 Corinthians 1:20-NKJV).
Mary and Joseph were faithful, enduring their "No Room in
the Inn” trial. Their faithfulness gave birth to our Lord Jesus
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Christ. There was also “No Room in the Inn” for Jesus, yet that didn’t
stop Him from fulfilling His purpose! Because Jesus endured the
trials on earth (but without sin), He can promise that we will be
moving out of our stables here on earth into the Father’s house
one day. “. . . In my Father's house are many mansions, and if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto
myself. . .” (John 14:1-4).
Finally, be happy to know that despite any hardships during
your trials and tribulations here on earth, your heavenly
rewards will last for eternity where there is no end.
“O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?”
(1 Corinthians 15:55).
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# ‘No Room in the Inn?’ has taken us from falling hard in the
Garden of Eden to being crown wearers in Heaven. Learning
that Mary and Joseph were faithful enduring their “No Room in
the Inn” trial. Thus, their obedience to God gave birth to our
Lord Jesus Christ. Though He is the King of Kings, He was born
in a stable filled with the smell of livestock. However, the fulfillment of the prophecy was satisfied in this stable. Thus, preparing the
way for our salvation.
Because Jesus endured the trials on earth (but without sin),
He can promise that we will be moving out of our stables here
on earth into the Father’s house one day. “. . . In my Father's
house are many mansions, and if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again, and receive you unto myself. . .” (John 14:1-4). How
profound was this, born in a manger with no room in the inn,
growing up a carpenter being the Son of God, now building
mansions in Heaven for his flock.
There was "No Room in the Inn" for Jesus, that didn't stop Him
from fulfilling His purpose! Thus, we now understand the use of
trials through His instructions and examples. How to overcome
them, how to be obedient during them, and how to grow
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because of them. By building a firm foundation upon the rock
of God, we will stand with assurance to ". . . Count it all joy"
when these fiery trials appear. How encouraging!
Additionally, now equipped to use our “For it is Written”
weapon, we can now stand firm in the Word of God. Knowing
that Satan's greatest threat is man's ignorance of God's Word
prepares us to resist his lies! Since the truth has set us free, we
realize that half of the truth is the worst part of the deception, and
with every temptation, there is a lie involved. Our example was
how the devil deceived Eve in the garden with these lies while
Jesus was victorious in the wilderness.
Conscious that God is setting up His eternal kingdom, we
joyfully endure the fiery trials of life, which builds our faith,
matures us, leads us, delivers us, and develops character within
us. Foremost, tests are one-way God's plan can merge with His
purpose for our lives.
Thoughtful that we receive benefits, gifts, and support here
on earth helps us to wait for our rewards in Heaven patiently.
What we do for Christ and His church will determine our
crowns, position, and authority during the reign of Christ at
His second coming. Accordingly, we hunger to do good works
and store our treasures in Heaven for all eternity.
No longer will we need tissues, for God “will wipe every tear
from [our] eyes." And, "there will no longer be any death." The
specter of death, the natural result of sin, removed.
With this in mind; “count it all joy…," concerning the trials of
life you face. Contemplate your response and obedience during
them and apply God's promises He oﬀers you as a light of
comfort. “For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him
Amen, to the glory of God through us” (2 Corinthians 1:20-NKJV).
In the same manner, be happy to know that despite any hardships during your trials and tribulations here on earth, your
heavenly rewards will last for eternity where there is no end.
May you continue to grow in the knowledge of the Word.
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Put Scripture at the threshold of every decision you face in life
because the Bible Is God’s Mind Written Down.
Teach others how Scripture is profoundly serious when it
proclaims that we must repent, receive Christ as our Savior, be
born again of the Spirit, transformed into His image, enter the
fellowship of His suﬀering, and live in the power of His resurrection.
Point out the benefits of seeking the kingdom of God more than
anything else, by doing good works on earth, laying treasures up in
Heaven, and counting it all joy when going through and enduring
trials.
Communicate the importance of how faith in the suﬃciency of Christ will reflect His Image brightly. Believe God is
for you and not against you. Understand He is more concerned
about your character than your comfort. His goal is not to
pamper us physically but to perfect us spiritually, for this is the will
of God.
As you put oﬀ the old self and put on Christ, you adopt His
real Character. The Holy Spirit indwells your life, teaching you
all things, moving you in the power of prayer, equipping you to
do all things through Christ who strengthens you.
Reflecting, its indeed unusual, this stable event was a
precursor of His entire life. Even today, some people refuse to
make room for Him in their lives. They have place and time for
just about everything but Him. Unfortunately, Jesus' position is
outside the heart of man. No room in their life for God.
Have you ever felt like your mind had attended Bible
College, but your heart was without a diploma? Being the
innkeeper of our hearts, we need to clean our stable out and
remove the no vacancy sign.
May the LORD bless you and keep you: May the LORD
make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you: May
the LORD lift his countenance upon you and give you
peace. AMEN
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HAVE YOU CHOSEN YOUR DESTINY?
by Kathie Scriven
Kathie is a friend and my editor. She has allowed me to share
her testimony with my readers.
I was raised in a denominational church and attended a
religious school for eight years. I always considered myself a
Christian. I believed that Jesus was the Son of God and that He
died to save mankind from eternal death. I always thought that
if you tried to live a good life and didn’t commit any bad (or
moral) sins that you would go to heaven.
I found out, however, at age 16 that Jesus said that no one
could go to heaven unless they’ve been born again (1 Jn. 3:3). I
rejected true Christianity because I lacked the knowledge, I
needed to make an intelligent decision. God says in the Bible
that people perish (or are destroyed) because they lack knowledge (Hosea 4:6). I've written this and have given it to you, so
you won’t perish because you lack knowledge.
Millions of people will die and go to hell because they have
419

Appendix A

been uninformed or misled about eternal salvation. Jesus
warned, "Be careful that no one misleads you…" (Matt. 24:4). *
The Bible is God speaking to man (2 Tim. 3:16). The Bible
tells us that, “It is better to trust the Lord than to put confidence in
men” (Psalms 118:8). ** You should only believe what the Bible
says about receiving eternal life.
Don't base your beliefs about eternal salvation on what you
think, base it on what you believe in the Bible. Many people
believe that since God is a good God, He would never send
them to hell. That's what I used to think. The truth is that God
doesn't send anyone to hell – people choose their destiny
(whether they are fully aware of it or not.)
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Unfortunately, many people think they are a Christian when
they’re not according to the Bible. The Bible teaches that “If
anyone does not have the spirit of Christ living in him, he is not a
Christian at all” (Rom. 8:9). **
Being a Christian is not just mentally believing in Jesus and
trying to live a good life (James 2:17; Eph. 2:3,9; Gal. 2:21). Nor is
it being baptized or attending a specific church. Becoming a
Christian is an instant miracle that occurs inside a person when
they commit their life to Jesus.
Jesus referred to this miracle as being "born again." When a
person is born again, they're born again spiritually, not physically. They receive a new spirit or nature instead of the one they
inherited at birth. They also literally receive the spirit of Jesus
into their bodies.
To explain the reason everyone must be born again, we
need to go back in time. In the Garden of Eden, God told Adam
and Eve: “You must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, for when you eat of it, you will surely die” (Gen. 2:17).
When God says something will happen, it will happen because
He can't lie.
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Therefore, when Adam and Eve disobeyed God and ate
from the tree, they had to die. However, they did not die physically. They died spiritually (Rom. 5:12-17).
Man is a three-dimensional being: 1) we are a spirit, 2) we
live in a physical body, and 3) we have a mind or soul (1 Thess.
5:23). God created man with a godly spirit or nature like His
(Gen. 1:26, 27). When Adam and Eve disobeyed God and obeyed
Satan, their holy spirit then died, and they received a sinful
nature.
Every person physically born into this world inherits this
sinful nature (Jer. 17:9). No one who possesses this sinful nature
can enter heaven. That's why Jesus said you must be born
again. When you're born again, your spirit becomes like God
first made Adam and Eve's.
I can testify that the born-again experience is for real! I
became a new person when I was born again, as this verse
describes: "When someone becomes a Christian, he becomes a
brand-new person inside. He is not the same anymore. A new life has
begun” (2 Cor. 5:17). * The Amplified Bible states: “…he is a new
creature altogether, a new creation; the old previous moral and spiritual condition has passed away.”
The day I was born again, I knew I had a spirit inside me
that I never had before (Ezek. 26:36). I also felt an extreme
peace, a love, and a joy that I had never experienced before
(Phil. 4:6-7; Gal. 5:22).
Even though I had always known that there was a God since
my childhood, He had always been a million miles away to me.
Now God is genuine and personal to me.
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JESUS — IS THE WAY TO FULFILLMENT,
PEACE, AND HAPPINESS

It's impossible ever to be fulfilled or happy without making
Jesus your Lord. Everyone who is not a Christian has a void or
emptiness in their life. This void will not be satisfied until you
are born again of the spirit.
People try to fill this void in several diﬀerent ways. Some try
to fill through alcohol, drugs, popularity, and human love from
others. Other people try to fill it through career success, intellectual pursuits, money, material goods, athletic endeavors, etc.
Don’t get me wrong – some of these goals are fine and
achieving them may help you to feel somewhat fulfilled and
happy. However, even if you achieved success in all these areas,
you would still have that void. Only Jesus Christ can fill it.
Before I accepted Jesus, I sought fulfillment and peace
through many of the areas I mentioned. Even after I would
achieve success to a degree in accomplishing some of these
goals, the emptiness would still be there. It was only after I
committed my life to God that I felt totally fulfilled and at
peace.
Everyone who has never been born into the kingdom of
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God is living in the realm of darkness. Don't spend your life
searching for fulfillment – without God; you won't find it. If you
submit to God, He'll reveal His perfect plan for your life to you.

424

HOW TO RECEIVE JESUS AS LORD

To receive Jesus as your Lord and be born again, you must do
three things. First, you must realize and acknowledge that you
are a sinner. Scripture teaches that everyone who has never
been born again is a sinner (Rom. 3:23).
Next, you must repent. This means that you must be sorry
for the sins that you have committed against God. It also means
that you must be willing to stop committing any sin you may be
involved in. God knows that you can't quit alone. Therefore, He
will give you the spirit of Jesus and the Holy Spirit to help your
new nature develop and to provide you with, unique desires.
Finally, you must give God total control of your life. Lord
means “master, ruler, one to whom obedience is due.” You must
be willing to obey everything that the Bible teaches and
anything that God personally tells you to do.
When I was 16, I wanted Jesus as my Savior; but not as my
Lord. I have found that you cannot have one without the other.
If you want Jesus as your Savior, you must accept Him as your
Lord.
I admit that it’s a radical decision to become a true Christian. When you make Jesus your Lord, you’re giving your life to
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God. But in exchange, you receive His nature and His spirit.
Think about this – what a trade!
Jesus said: “If you cling to your life, you will lose it; but if you
give it up for me, you will save it” (Matt.10: 39). ** The Amplified
Bible states: “…whosoever loses his lower life on My account will
find the higher life."
When you receive Jesus, you accept the greatest miracle
that any human being can receive. You are born into the
kingdom of God the minute you decide to follow Jesus 100%.
Some people look at the things they must give up by
making Jesus their Lord and think that it’s too much to sacrifice. If they only realized the truth, they would not hesitate to
make the decision.
The benefits you'll receive far outweigh anything you may
have to give up. Unfortunately, you'll never realize the advantages of the new birth until you are born again or until after
you die. And then it will be too late.
The thing is, once you're born again and have God's nature
in you, and you'll lose any desires to sin anyway (2 Pet. 1:4). I was
into a partying lifestyle all through college – going to bars,
nightclubs, parties, etc. I lost the desire to do those things
anymore after I was born again when I was 22. Any person who
is genuinely born again and determined to go after the things
of God will also eventually have no desire for the former life.
Unfortunately, some churches only teach rules and regulations to follow and don't even explain that you need to be born
again. The truth is – it's impossible to live the Christian life
without being a true Christian inside. You can't do it no matter
how hard you try because it's against your nature.
Once you’re a Christian inside, though, the Christian life is
not a struggle. It’s natural because it agrees with your new
nature.
For example, I used to hate church. I couldn't wait until I
was old enough to drive so I could pretend I was going to
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church but drive somewhere else instead. Now that I'm a real
Christian, I love it (although I admit that the services, I attend
now are much livelier than the church I went to before). I also
used to think that the "radical" Christian life would be dull and
boring. Believe me; it's just the opposite – especially considering the age we're living.
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DON’T PUT OFF MAKING THIS DECISION

I urge you to make Jesus your Lord as soon as possible. It’s
dangerous to put oﬀ making this decision once you know the
truth (Heb. 10:26, 27). Believe me; I know this is true. Running
from God is no fun. It only leads to guilt, condemnation, confusion, and a lack of peace.
Nothing is as important as the decision to make Jesus your
Lord. Don't let anything – any sin, person, pride, or fear of what
others will think of you keep you from accepting the gift of
eternal life – think about your family and friends. If they’ve
never heard the truth, your born-again experience could very
well lead to their salvation.
Sometimes, however, a personal study of the Bible is not
enough. Scripture teaches that people are saved by grace
through faith. Faith comes by hearing the Word of God (Rom.
10:17). Hearing the preached word of God will help you to
understand the truth.
Therefore, I urge you to begin attending a church that
preaches the correct Word of God (with no added tradition).
Jesus warns that you should take time to hear biblical teaching
no matter how busy you are (Luke 21:34; 10:41-42).
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GOD DOESN’T SEND ANYONE TO HELL
— PEOPLE CHOOSE THEIR OWN DESTINY

As I said earlier, God does not send anyone to hell. People
choose their destiny. Unfortunately, it's often through a lack of
knowledge. You see, salvation is a gift (Rom. 6:23). In God's eyes,
He has given the gift of salvation to everyone in the world by
sending Jesus to the Cross.
However, to receive this gift, you must decide to choose to
receive it. The choice is yours.
God says in His Word: “This day I call heaven and earth as
witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may
live…” (Deut. 30:19).
“If serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose
for yourselves this day whom you will serve” (Josh. 1:8).
God loves you. He wants you to become His child and go to
heaven. He advises you to serve Him. He sent His Son to suﬀer
and die as your substitute to pay for your salvation. He led men
to author a book explaining how you can receive eternal life.
However, God will never force anyone to serve Him. He has
given every man a free will. Again, it’s your choice.
Jesus said: "The highway to hell is broad and its gate is wide
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enough for all the multitudes who choose its easy way. But the
Gateway to Life is small, and the road is narrow, and only a few ever
find it" (Matthew 7:13). *
As this verse shows, there are two roads in life. One is
leading to hell and eternal death. The other leads to heaven
and eternal life. Every person is either on one path or the other.
Only those people who have been born again are on the
road to heaven. Destiny is not a matter of chance. It is a matter
of choice.
*Scriptures take from the Amplified Bible. **Scriptures
taken from the Living Bible. All other scriptures quoted are
from the New International Version.
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INTRODUCTION

# 'No Room in the Inn?’ will take us from humanity falling hard
in the Garden of Eden to believers being crown wearers in
heaven. We will learn what God’s Word says about trials and
temptations. Believing our Lord has a divine purpose for our
trials will help us to respond based upon scripture and not our
feelings.
Studying the ministry of Christ, it’s clear that God is more
concerned about our character than our comfort. His goal is not to
pamper us physically but to perfect us spiritually. Never forget that
comfort is a definite feeling of any given moment; Character is for
eternity!
My wife has always been concerned about where baby
Jesus was born. Foremost, there wasn't even “Room in the Inn”
for this precious child. After all, wasn't He God's Son and our
Redeemer? Though He is the King of Kings, He was born in a
stable filled with the smell of livestock. The fulfillment of the
prophecy was satisfied in this stable. Thus, preparing the way for our
salvation.
Sometimes we feel there’s “No Room in the Inn” for us. Our
life takes a direction we had not planned. The trials of life
ix
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consume us to the point of wanting to give up. A Five-Star Hotel
is not in the budget. We begin listening to all the lies from our
enemy to end up questioning God Himself.
Satan’s greatest weapon is man’s ignorance of God’s Word!
Additionally, half of the truth is the worst part of the lie. With
every temptation, there is a lie involved. (1) The Prove It Lie, (2)
The “For It Is Written” Lie, and (3) The Short Cut Lie. The devil
deceived Eve in the garden with these lies while Jesus was victorious in the wilderness.
God is setting up His eternal kingdom, and He uses the fiery
trials of life to build our faith, mature us, lead us, deliver us,
and develop character within us. Foremost, tests are one-way
God's plan can merge with His purpose for our lives.
So, it’s critical to understand the purpose of trials so to
know what to do, how to do it, when to do it, why we are doing it,
what happens if we don’t do it and what are our rewards for
doing it right? A great insight is we embrace trials while resisting
temptations. We must get it right here on earth, so to be right
when we arrive in heaven. Remember, there are no do-overs once
we leave this life behind.
Absolute belief in God's Word is mandatory for every
believer. From receiving Jesus Christ, having your sins forgiven
to taking part in His promises, and receiving eternal life. The
Bible is God's revelation of Himself to man. The only way to
know the truth about God is through His Word-JESUS. Scripture should always be at the threshold of every decision we face
because the Bible Is God’s Mind Written Down. Jesus is reciting
Himself.
Discerning the origin of trials helps formulate the proper
response to them and uncovers God’s purposes behind them. Are
they from the devil, our carnal mind, imposed by a fallen world
and the people around us, or something God would have us
embrace? Discovering the purpose of trials, how to overcome
them, how to be obedient during them, how to grow because of
x
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them will lay the foundation to ". . . Count it all joy" when these
fiery trials appear.
Jesus is dead serious about His Word; in fact, He died to
keep His Word. He says that we must be born again of the Spirit,
enter the fellowship of His suﬀering, conformed into His image,
and live in the power of His resurrection. We’re also told to do
good works on earth, lay our treasures up in heaven, and seek the
kingdom of God more than anything else. Knowing that the
truth will set us free, we will rely on the author and finisher of our
faith (Jesus) to teach us the doctrinal truth in everything.
Since faith is our lifeline to God, we will believe the good news
that God is for us and not against us. He can use any situation
in life to bless us. For example, because Mary and Joseph
endured the “No Room in the Inn” trial, our Savior was born to
die on the CROSS for WHOSOEVER would in faith believe,
receive, and be saved eternally. Although salvation is free, we
must repent of our sins and give God control over our lives. Our
sojourn begins at our conversion, and He has much to do
through us in this lifetime.
Finally, there was “No Room in the Inn” for Jesus, yet that didn’t
stop Him from fulfilling His purpose! Because Jesus endured the
trials on earth (but without sin), He can promise that we will be
moving out of our stables here on earth into the Father’s house
one day. “. . . In my Father's house are many mansions, And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto
myself. . .” (John 14:1-4).
May these writings, I share lead you in faith to believe God’s
Word and apply it to your life daily. As a future crown wearer in
heaven know that there is always room in His inn for you.
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HITTING ROCK BOTTOM SAVED MY LIFE

"For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD,
thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope."
(Jeremiah 29:11 NKJV).

1

MY ROCK BOTTOM JOURNEY

I grew up during the 1960s and 1970s, taking part in both the
Hippie and Jesus movements. While trying to live both
lifestyles, I hadn't a chance. So, this is my 'Hitting Rock Bottom'
story, and I pray that you will look for eternal lessons to apply
in your life.
We come to our Lord Jesus Christ for one reason or the
other. There are various decisions made in life that bring us to
our knees. Some of us have hit rock bottom, and some believe it
because it's the right thing to do, and others expect to receive a
promise that only God can make and keep. For me, it was
hitting rock bottom and selfishly wanting God to bless me and
give me hope for my life in 1971.
When I received Christ Jesus as my personal Lord and Savior, I
was a Hippie, a drug addict, a drug dealer — accumulating 28
arrests for my sins and crimes. I share this as a statement of fact
and testament to my bondage.
Three of my arrests happened in two weeks; for possession
of sales of LSD and other drugs. I used two diﬀerent alias
names, and they released me without bail, with my written
promise to return for trial, the first two times. In the third
3
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arrest, I had my real ID card with me. So, with the ID and figure
prints, they figured it all out. So, there, I sat in jail with three
court cases pending.
I was a fool, so I played the fool. I wanted to be diﬀerent but
not make a diﬀerence. Being the first one to wear bell-bottoms
and love beads to school, only to become the first one arrested
for selling drugs on campus. My being diﬀerent made a lasting
diﬀerence for the ones buying my poison.
Sin has ramifications on the individual, their circle of
family, and friends. Justly, we do reap what we sow. Sin has
consequences that aﬀect us momentarily, seasonally, generationally, and in some cases; eternally.
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A VOICE OF REASON

A Christian friend visited me in jail and once again shared the
GOOD NEWS of forgiveness, deliverance, and salvation with
me. He told me that God not only wanted to save me but also
restore me and deliver me from all my court problems.
He shared some paraphrased promises with me that God
would work in me and through me to change my life and help
with my court cases. I believed these promises were correct,
and I accepted Christ as my Lord and Savior. I made a promise
to God to change my life according to His will and plan. I
wanted Jesus to deliver me from my sins, but my alternative
motive was to be set free from jail.
The only promise that applied to my life at that time was
Eternal Salvation in Christ. I just assumed that all of God’s
promises would be mine for the taking. I felt that He would
always forgive me of my sins. This statement is true when we
repent and forsake the sin. However, we can't consistently keep
sinning just because He forgives
His promise of salvation came true because I was born
again! My Spirit, soul, and body became alive in Christ, and it
5

A Voice Of Reason

blew my mind. God started to work in my life. I went to court
for a bail hearing, and they freely set me free. I didn't have to
post a bond, only wait for my court dates. To God be the glory, for
He was coming through for me.
This act of grace was God's way of confirming His desire to
work in me. He promised to set me free in Him and not necessarily just to set me free from jail. My freedom from imprisonment was an added blessing because of His love for me.
I was on FIRE FOR GOD and was going to share Jesus with
everyone. Maybe I’d be a preacher, a teacher, a fisher of men, or
the next Billy Graham. But a funny thing happened on the way to
MY PLANS FOR GOD. He had HIS PLANS for my life! His
purpose for me needed to discover according to His will and
timing. My Spirit was willing, but my flesh was weak.
Void of understanding His Word, I went back into the
world, interacting with my so-called friends and decided to
share the Lord with them. Of course, they did not buy a word I
said and had their own opinions on the entire situation. They
told me God had set me free from jail, so I could leave the
country and avoid prosecution.
Taking this strategic advice, I found myself leaving California and God behind and heading toward Canada to begin
my eight years of running from the life He wanted for me. Meeting
many like-minded people along the way and accelerating my
drug intake, trying to fill the void in my life with destructive
vices. But God would not play that game with me; He wanted to
fill my void with His Spirit.
Reaching the Canadian border authorities denied my entry.
God had turned me back, for this was not His plan for my life.
The Holy Spirit was chastening me, and God was still speaking
to me in a still small voice. However, being such a talented
sinful person; I walked across the border, pursuing my hiding
place.
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Within a few months, they arrested and deported me. From
one jail to the next, one sin to another, God was pursuing me,
and I in my heart knew it. Always finding myself halfway
between here and there with God, I just moved on to my next
hiding place despite what might come my way.
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HIDING IN PLAIN SIGHT

Adan and Eve tried to cover their sins and nakedness with fig leaves,
but God knew what they had done. Likewise, I can't hide my
sins from God because, as Mark 4:22-23 tells us, “For there is
nothing hidden which will not be revealed, nor has anything been
kept secret but that it should come to light. “If anyone has ears to
hear, let him hear.”
I was hiding in plain sight of God doing whatever I thought
was right in my mind. He never condoned my sins or stopped
loving me through my time of rebellion. He protected me so
many times from myself and death, while the Holy Spirit
continued to pursue me.
Once after being rob at gunpoint, for the third time, of my
drugs and money, I escaped with my life only to fall asleep at
the wheel driving home. My van ran into the center of the highway. There were no barriers between me and oncoming traﬃc,
just grass. I was waking up to finding myself sitting in the
passenger seat. The engine keys turned oﬀ, and my Bible was
lying outside my van. Of course, my Bible went everywhere
with me because I was still trying to get right with God. Divine
intervention, who knows. Things like this happened a lot because
9
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God is merciful, and He was always getting my attention
through diverse situations in my life.
Over the years, I rededicated my life to God many times but
never built a firm foundation in His Word. I was living a miserable life. The Holy Spirit was chastening me to repent and
return to God. Although this kept me from enjoying my sins, it
proved God's love for me. He only pursues those He loves, and
He would continue to invade my life until I surrendered.
During my life on the run from God, I experienced the
reality of the following scripture: But it has happened to them
according to the true proverb: “A dog returns to his vomit,” and,
“a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire” (2 Peter
2:22).
Once you have received Jesus as your Savior and experienced His forgiveness, nothing else will fill the void God
created in humanity. This search for Eternal fulfillment will
only be satisfied through growing in the grace and faith of God
in pursuit of His purpose for your life.
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HITTING MY ROCK BOTTOM BEFORE
TURNING TO GOD

The eight years of playing hide and seek with God continued
through many cities and states. I was working on my tan eating
coconuts on the beaches of Hawaii, building tractors and eating
corn-on-the cobb in Iowa, to cutting my hair in New York
attending the opera. While changing locations and pursuits, I
still had one major problem; wherever I went there, I was also.
Arriving in the Twin Cities of Minnesota, of all places, I spent
three years planting my roots. With three steps forward and two
steps back, I tried to recommit my life to Christ. I attended a
Church where some people shot up heroin before singing
praises to the Lord. I loved the people, but God didn’t want me
worshiping there. I did find a great Church and Ministry and
began to grow. Then I moved into a Church Home only to
discover it was a Cult. Praise God for He gave me a way to
escape…, (1 Corinthians 10:13).
Always blaming God for every dreadful thing, I brought upon
myself. I was never giving Him the Glory for all the right things.
Even when He saved my life or delivered me from Satan’s fiery
darts, He was still calling me home, but I just kept making bad
decisions.
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My final rock bottom (there were a few) was in 1978, there in
Minnesota when I was snorting dirt from my carpet in hopes of
inhaling some cocaine. With that reflection in my mind and
total fear for my life, I decided to hitchhike back to California
the next day. Determined to take care of my warrants, answer
for my sins, reap the consequences of what I had sowed, and
truly rebuild my life in Christ.
PRAISE REPORT: God delivered me from every mindaltering chemical that very night. Where I once consumed one
kind or another almost every day, I have never wanted to get
high since. Praise be to God for His mercy. As the story goes, if
God can do this for me, He will certainly do it for you. "But let
him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like
a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed” (James 1:6).
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the
Father in my name, he will give it to you. Hitherto have ye
asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your
joy may be full…," (John 16:23-24).
During my travels back to sunny California, I found myself
in a thunderstorm. Crying out to God for a ride and reminding
Him of my righteous intentions. A miserable hour later, a car
stopped, and the driver told me he would take me to California.
Divine intervention, who knows. He took me to the doorstep of
my friend that led me to God. We had time to make it to
Calvary Chapel, and I rededicated my life to Jesus Christ.
The next day I went to Superior Court to turn myself in
expecting nothing in return from my recommitment the night
before. God intervened utterly, and they dropped all charges!
God is faithful, and He is the Promise Keeper. He didn't just want
to set me free from jail eight years earlier; He tried to set me
free from myself forever.
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WHEN DOES GOD FULFILL A PROMISE?

The short answer is 'In His Time.' We want instant answers to
every question and solutions to the problems facing us in life.
We try claiming God's promises made in scripture without
understanding the principles behind them. We need patience
and understanding in waiting on the Lord. Peter explains an
essential truth concerning God's timetable, “But, beloved, do not
forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day” (2 Peter 3:8).
Therefore, God’s ways are not our ways. We ask in faith and
believe that God will supply everything in His timing. Peter
goes on to say, “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as
some count slackness, but is longsuﬀering toward us, not willing that
any should perish but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter
3:9).
So, how long does it take for God to fulfill a promise? That
depends on us. In my case, it took eight wasted years that should
have been time seeking God’s will. Although my salvation came
to me by faith through grace, I neglected to seek God first and
His Kingdom. Not building my foundation on the solid Rock of
His Word, my house of sand had no chance of surviving.
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When Does God Fulfill A Promise?

The book of Matthew teaches that obedience to God’s Word
is the tools for building a firm foundation, "Therefore whoever
hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise
man who built his house on the rock: "and the rain descended, the
floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did
not fall, for it was founded on the rock. "But everyone who hears
these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish
man who built his house on the sand: "and the rain descended, the
floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, and it fell.
And great was its fall" (Matthew 7:24-27).
Great was the fall of my house of sand because I had no
guidance and no relationship with fellow Christians in my life.
Therefore, I had listened to my worldly friends deciding their
counsel was the best advice for me to follow. It was just more
comfortable, familiar, but very destructive. As the saying goes,
“Change is great, but you go first.”
During my years running from God, I added more sins and
problems needing His forgiveness and grace. However, coming
full circle, He delivered on His promise to protect me and give
me from myself. He is faithful and true to His promises! One
guarantee truly applies to my life because God was willing to
work in me, through me, and despite me. The Apostle Paul
points this promise out to us, "Being confident of this very thing
that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the
day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).
Summing up my journey: It was my lack of understanding
of the purposes and principles of God's promises. He is faithful
to His Word and will support us as we diligently seek Him in
faith. He has patience in waiting for our response to His calling
on our lives. “God is not willing that any should perish but that
all should come to repentance…,” (2 Peter 3:9).
The rest of this book will focus on knowing what to do
when you feel there is “No Room in The Inn” for you, how the
trials of life will mature you by living out God’s purpose
14

When Does God Fulfill A Promise?

through you. Knowing God will protect us with His guidance
through anything set before us. You will learn how to embrace
trials while resisting the temptations of life joyfully.
We will discover the purpose of trials, how to overcome
them, how to be obedient during them, and how to grow
because of them. By building a firm foundation upon the rock
of God, we will stand with assurance to ". . . Count it all joy"
when these fiery trials appear. Foremost, tests are one-way God's
plan can merge with His purpose for our lives.
Scripture teaches that for every promise, there are principles we must follow. These principles become the processes for
applying His truth. God's procedures and provisions are the
glue that holds together His perfect plan of eternal life. God's
living water is the life source for everything about anything.
From salvation to the armor of God, through fiery trials,
prayers, and dwelling in heavenly places.
In the chapters to come, we will set up the right relationship with our Father. Knowing that the truth will set us free, we
will rely on the author and finisher of our faith (Jesus) to teach us
His inspired Word.
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THE PROMISE FROM THE WORD

“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things
to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you” (John
14:26).
"Thy WORD is a Lamp unto my Feet and a Light unto my Path"
(Psalm 119: 105).
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A PRAYER

Dear Lord, I am grateful that You have made a way for me to
move from death to life. Remind me that this is a gift of Your
grace, and not a result of anything I have done, or can do. Keep
me aware that the "old man" in me will always look to draw me
back to that way of death. May I trust and apply the Word in
everything about life. Teach me eternal lessons to share with
others. I pray these things in the gracious name of Jesus,
AMEN.
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FALLING HARD IN THE GARDEN

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

H

alf of the truth is the worst part of the lie. The problem
with half-truths is that when we believe them, we
receive the consequences of that decision. Half-truths are inciting, pleasant, and more natural path to take. Satan told Eve half
of God's truth, deceiving her into partaking of the fruit of the
tree. That decision resulted in the fall of man and the curses
pronounced upon Satan, Adam, and Eve. Everyone today is
experiencing the ramifications of their decision each day we
live on earth.
Satan later tried this deception on Jesus in the wilderness,
but Jesus wisely used the WORD to overcome the temptations.
Jesus replies to every lie by speaking the Word of Truth; “For it
is written . . . Worship the Lord thy God" (Matthew 4:10).
The greatest and most deceptive half-truth conceived by
man is that "ALL ROADS LEAD TO GOD.” This eternally
destructive lie states that since God is love, and you’re a good
person, God will never send you to hell. The whole and
complete truth are that all roads do lead to God but for distinct
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reasons and diﬀerent ends: believers for their rewards and nonbelievers for judgment.
I think Alice-in-Wonderland said, "If you don't know where
you are going, any road will get you there." I am sure she was
referring to the rabbit hole roads in her fairy tale. Maybe this is
what people are miss quoting when they say, "All roads lead to
Heaven." We will learn as we progress in this book what
happens with this kind of Half-Truth-Thinking.
Indeed, God doesn't send anyone to hell. We alone choose
between heaven or hell according to our belief in or rejection of
Jesus Christ. Those who accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior
will receive eternal life. Those who deny Christ will, by that
decision alone, separate themselves from God for all eternity.
Free choice can either be a gift or a curse.
When tempted, there is a lie involved, and we must use the
Word of God to overcome Satan. THE PROVE IT LIE, THE
“FOR IT IS WRITTEN” LIE, and THE SHORT CUT LIE. Eve
had the misfortune of being deceived by these lies. On the
other hand, they were unsuccessful with Jesus in the
wilderness.
The temptation is familiar to us all. We will face it for the
rest of our lives. There is no escape other than through Jesus.
Spiritual maturity only causes Satan to increase pressure. The
devil attacks us in all areas of our life, trying to deceive us and
draw us away from our walk with God. The Word of God helps
us to overcome the things of this world.
The devil tempts us in these three areas:
1. Tempted to let our flesh dominate and rule over the
Spirit. Sadly, we allow our flesh to get its way when
we know in our Spirit and soul, and our actions
would be displeasing to God.
2. We try to test God by misusing His Word and by
looking for loopholes to do what we want to do.
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3. And finally, tempted to take shortcuts, to find ways
of getting satisfaction and fulfillment without going
the direction of the Cross and picking it up daily to
follow Jesus. We need to resist Satan’s lies with God’s
truth.
Understand, these lies are to tempt us to deny our Christ.
But know that what comes out of the mouth of God is the
number one priority in life. Speaking His TRUTH will protect
our lives and bring glory to Him. Life should be about uninterrupted fellowship with God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. Falling for lies, consumed by the things of
this world, will not fulfill God's purpose for our lives.
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ONE UNWISE DECISION — ONE
MIGHTY FALL

GOD’S instruction to Adam and Eve was that they could eat
any fruit in the Garden of Eden except one. He said: “But of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat, for in the
day that you eat of it you shall surely die” (Genesis 2:17).
We so often try to assemble something without the owner’s
manual. Likewise, we try to win a spiritual battle without the
armor of God protecting us. Sadly, prayer becomes the final cry
for God’s help after first trying all carnal options and worsening
the problem through our misguided self-determination!
God created everything in the Garden for Adam and Eve to
eternally enjoy. However, He gave them one commandment to
obey, and they failed by listening to the lies of the serpent. Paraphrased, "don't eat it, or you will die." The Word precisely says
what God said!
Eve’s main problem was that she had a conversation with
Satan in the first place! Scripture states: “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to
God, and he will draw nigh to you” (James 4:7-8a).
Let’s See How This Played Out in The Garden (Genesis
3:1-7)
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SATAN: And he said to the woman, "Has God indeed said,
'You shall not eat of every tree of the garden'?" (Genesis 3:1).
First half-truth/lie: God only said not to eat of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. All other trees planted were for
their enjoyment and nourishment.
EVE: And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the
fruit of the trees of the garden; “but of the fruit of the tree
which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not
eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die’” (Genesis 3:2-3).
First, misquote in the Bible: “neither shall ye touch it”: Eve
added this for some unknown reason because God never said
it. Satan drew Eve into a discussion with him and planted the
seed of doubt about God’s Word. Satan revealed Eve’s incomplete
understanding of God’s Word. He wanted Eve to forget all about
what God said about the consequences of sin.
REMEMBER: Satan’s greatest weapon is man’s ignorance of
God’s Word!
SATAN: Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not
surely die. "For God knows that in the day you eat of it, your
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good
and evil" (Genesis 3:4-5). Satan’s direct challenge to God’s Word.
You will not surely die.
LIE: You will not surely die. Their bodies might not die now,
but they directly died spiritually and removed from the presence of God. Eventually, they would die physically for God later
said in pronouncing their curse, “In the sweat of your face you
shall eat bread, till you return to the ground; for out of it you were
taken: for dust you are, and to dust shall return” (Genesis 3:19).
HALF-TRUTH: The day you eat of the fruit, your eyes shall
open, not to see as God sees but seeing good and evil. Once
opened, they straightaway knew that they had sinned, noticed
they were naked and tried to cover their sin with fig leaves. Talk
about eyes wide-opened and rude awakenings!
TOTAL LIE: “You will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
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Satan himself fell, wanting to be equal with God. The enemy
was trying to deceive Eve into believing she could become a god
herself by rebelling against God. Satan is a deceiver, liar, and is
roaming the earth seeking whom he might devour, (1 Peter 5:8).
Because of the work Jesus did on the Cross Satan lost. Jesus’
death and resurrection guaranteed this to be truthful.
Half-truths, lies, the world, and our old nature, which
includes pride and greed are some of the most common strategies Satan uses to tempt us to sin against God. His goal is to
keep us from God and eternal life. Reflecting the Image of God
by the renewing of our minds is our calling now.
We win the battle for control over our mind as we 'put on
the whole armor of God.’ We will discover, in a later chapter,
how the helmet of salvation will serve us well as we move
forward in our relationship with God. The Apostle Paul writes,
"For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through
God to the pulling down of strongholds; Casting down imaginations,
and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of
God and bring into captivity every thought to the obedience of
Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5).
The Truth Will Set You Free! Satan gave up; leaving Jesus in
the wilderness because the Truth of God overcomes the world
and its lies, "You are of God, little children, and have overcome them
because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world" (1
John 4:4).
THE TRUTH EQUATION: A changed life will always be the
result of a renewed mind; a renewed spirit always results in a transformed life.
We will learn in a later chapter how Jesus responded to
these three lies of the devil. When tempted in the wilderness,
Jesus used the Word to overcome the enemy. With every temptation, He proclaimed, "For it is written," and He was victorious
in rebuking Satan and obeying the will of His Father.
We will discover how we can incorporate the “For it is Writ25
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ten” spiritual weapon as Jesus did in the wilderness. However,
putting this into our war chest comes at a cost. The cost is the
time spent reading, studying, meditating, praying, confessing,
declaring, and applying GOD’S WORD in our spiritual lives.
How can we quote that which is not available? Timothy exhorts us
to, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2
Timothy 2:15).
The Word is a powerful piece of armor, “and the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God” (Ephesians 6:17b). This sword is
our oﬀensive weapon, and it protects us from lies when we trust
in the truth of God's Word. We use the sword to attack our
enemies with the Word. Also, it's the only weapon we used
OFFENSIVELY AND DEFENSIVELY. Find a passage of scripture that pertains to your need, apply its principles to the
promise, and stand firm in the faith. In using this spiritual tool,
we will become more like Jesus as we put on the mind of Christ
and reflect His Image from glory to glory; AMEN.
Moving forward, we will explore two significant doctrinal
truths that will justify us in Christ. Also, the two principles to
apply to our sojourn toward eternity. Everything else shared in
these pages will speed up our sanctification in Christ to ensure
our eternal glorification.
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ONE: Absolute belief in God's Word is mandatory for every
believer. From receiving Jesus Christ, having your sins forgiven
to taking part in His promises, and receiving eternal life. Our
faith in Him ensures our justification, sanctification, and glorification.
The only way to know the truth about God is through His
Word-JESUS. Then I said, "Behold, I have come—In the volume of
the book, it is written of Me—To do Your will, O God" (Hebrews
10:7). Scripture should always be at the threshold of every decision
we face because the Bible Is God’s Mind Written Down. It’s like
Jesus reciting Himself.
Jesus is dead serious about His Word; in fact, He died to
keep His Word. Therefore, we must listen to Him when He
speaks to us throughout the Scriptures. Here is one scripture
we need to do something about, “For all have sinned and come
short of the glory of God;” (Romans 3:23).
Additionally, scripture is profoundly serious when it
proclaims that we must repent receiving Christ as our Savior, be
born again of the Spirit, transformed into His image, enter the
fellowship of His suﬀering, and live in the power of His resurrection.
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Seek the kingdom of God more than anything else, do good
works on earth, lay your treasures up in heaven, and to count it all
joy when going through and enduring trials.
Knowing, believing, and applying what the Word says will
help our walk with God and the fiery trials coming our way.
Knowing that the truth will set us free, we will rely on the author
and finisher of our faith (Jesus) to teach us the doctrinal truth in
everything. "All scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished
unto all good works" (2 Timothy 3:16-17).
TWO: Being born again of the Spirit in Christ through the
forgiveness of our sins. “For whosoever shall call upon the name of
the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:13).
Christ died on the CROSS for WHOSOEVER would in
faith believe, receive, and be saved. "That if thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the
heart, man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth, confession is made unto salvation" (Romans 10:9-10).
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There are two vital principles we need to learn about God’s
Word. 1) We must understand that “God’s past promises/workings
meet our present response.” 2) And, “Faith is believing God’s Word
and acting upon it.”
God's principles: Understanding the principles of scripture
and the process of applying individual ones is critical to our
relationship with God. The first two principles we need to
apprehend are:
1) “Faith is believing God’s Word and acting upon it.” Faith is
our lifeline to God. Faith in Christ saved us so, we live by faith, we
walk in faith, and we bring glory to God when we grow in faith.
Scripture has much to say about faith: “Without faith, it is impossible to please Him, whatever is not of faith is sin, faith cometh by
hearing the Word of God and He rewards us for diligently seeking
Him in faith."
2) “God’s past promises meet our present response.” Paraphrased, God is saying, “if you do this, I will do that because I
have already done this." A divine promise is God’s assurance
that He will do what He says.
We first believe in faith that God will fulfill His promise,
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and then we apply the Principles of teaching by doing those
things that prove we accept and love God. You say you have faith
then prove it.
God is the promise keeper: Understanding the principles of
scripture and the process for applying individual promises is
critical for every trial and temptation we face in life. There are
over 3,000 promises in the Bible and finding one for any need is
possible with God's guidance. There are promises to forgive our
sins, deliver us from trials, to help guide us through them, and
teach us spiritual lessons to mature us.
Since Jesus was triumphant by using His own words, "For it
is written," then we should imitate Christ by using the Sword of
the Spirit, which is the Word of God. Scripture has commanded
us to "Put on the Whole Armor of God." Once on, we are to keep
it on.
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A PROMISE

Salvation is summed up by Paul in Romans, “That if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
For with the heart, man believeth unto righteousness; and with the
mouth, confession is made unto salvation" (Romans 10:9-10).
“Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).
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THE “BORN AGAIN” PRAYER

If you don’t know Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and
Savior, you can receive Him into your heart by faith today. To
receive Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior, pray this simple
prayer:
“Father in Heaven, I believe you sent your Son, Jesus, from
heaven; I believe He died for my sins on the Cross; I believe He
rose on the third day and sits with you in heaven even now.
Please forgive me for my sins. Jesus, please come into my
life as my Lord and Savior and guide me with Your Holy Spirit.
Thank you, Father." In Jesus' name, I pray, AMEN!
"Welcome to God's kingdom, and may we fellowship throughout
eternity."
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IN THE VOLUME OF THE BOOK WE FIND
CHRIST

Then I said, "Behold, I have come—In the volume of the book, it is
written of Me—To do Your will, O God" (Hebrews 10:7).

M

y wife and I have always been concerned about where
the baby Jesus was born. Foremost, there wasn't even
“Room in the Inn” for this precious child. After all, wasn't He
God's Son and our Redeemer? One would think that when a
king is born, they would wrap him in silk and surround him
with the pleasant smell of perfumes and spices. Nothing about
this environment revealed the real and great significance of that
newborn baby.
Though He is the King of Kings, He was born in a stable
filled with the smell of livestock. The fulfillment of the prophecy
was satisfied in this stable. Thus, preparing the way for our
salvation.
On the human side, we say, "Not fair!" On the spiritual side,
God preordained it, prophesied about it, and fulfilled according
to His plan. Mary and Joseph endured the trials surrounding
Jesus' birth. Their obedience brought forth the Savior of the
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World! Believers today and for Eternity reap the benefits of
their faithfulness to God.
It certainly was interesting that when God came to visit the
earth, there was no room for Him in the inn. This stable event
was a precursor of His entire life. Even today, some people
refuse to make room for Him in their lives. They have place and
time for just about everything but Him — unfortunately, Jesus’
position is outside the heart of man.
Sometimes we feel there is “No Room in the Inn” for us. Our
life takes a direction we had not planned. The trials of life
consume us to the point of wanting to give up. A Five-Star Hotel
is not in the budget. We begin listening to all the lies,
bombarding our minds, and even questioning our salvation.
We might not understand something now; however, at the end
of the trial, there is a shining bright light awaiting our arrival.
The good news is God is for us and not against us. He can
use any situation in life to bless us. For example, because Mary
and Joseph endured the “No Room in the Inn” trial, our Savior
was born to die on the CROSS for WHOSOEVER would in
faith believe and receive His gift of eternal life. Although salvation is free, we must repent of our sins and give God control
over our lives. Our sojourn begins at our conversion, and He
has much to do through us in this lifetime.
We can obtain blessings through the obedience of others.
Because Mary and Joseph endured their trial, all believers will
be moving out of their stables here on earth into our Father’s
house one day. Jesus promises us, “In my Father's house are many
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be
also” (John 14:2-3).
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JESUS HAD A PURPOSE TO FULFILL

Seven hundred years earlier, a prophet had predicted, "And thou
Bethlehem, though you are little among the provinces in Judea, yet
out of thee shall come He whose goings forth have been from everlasting" (Micah 5:2). The prophet had predicted that Bethlehem
would be the birthplace of the Messiah. If the innkeeper had
only known who the newborn baby was, undoubtedly, he
would have made room for Him.
God needed to prepare our hearts for the coming of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Therefore, He foretold the events
concerning the Prophecies of the Messiah. A Prophecy signifies
"the speaking forth of the mind and counsel of God.”
There are hundreds of prophecies concerning Jesus;
however, in preparation for the coming chapters of this book,
let me point out a few significant predictions that will speed up
our knowledge and belief.
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PROPHECIES FROM THE OLD
TESTAMENT PROPHETS

BORN OF A VIRGIN: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
Son, and shall call His name Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14).
Fulfillment: "After His mother, Mary was betrothed to Joseph,
before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy
Spirit" (Matthew 1:18).
CRUCIFIED WITH SINNERS: "Therefore, I will divide Him a
portion with the great, And He shall divide the spoil with the strong,
Because He poured out His soul unto death, And He was numbered
with the transgressors, And He bore the sin of many and made intercession for the transgressors" (Isaiah 53:12).
Fulfillment: "With Him, they also crucified two robbers, one on
His right and the other on His left. So, Scripture was fulfilled, which
says, “And He was numbered with the transgressors” (Mark
15:27-28).
ROSE FROM THE DEAD: "You will not leave my soul in
Sheol, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption" (Psalm
16:10).
Fulfillment: But he said to them, "Do not be alarmed. You seek
Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here.
See the place where they laid Him" (Mark 16:6).
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ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN: “You have ascended on high;
you have led captivity captive; You have received gifts among men,
even from the rebellious, That the LORD God might dwell there”
(Psalm 68:18).
Fulfillment: “So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was
received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God”
(Mark 16:19).
EXALTED AT GOD’S RIGHT HAND: The Lord said to my
Lord, “Sit at My right hand” (Psalm 110:1).
Fulfillment: “Jesus Christ has gone into heaven and is at the
right hand of God” (1 Peter 3:22).
THE LORD’S WAYS ARE NOT OUR WAYS. In our limited
understanding, we think God only uses righteous people to
achieve His purposes, but He can use anyone to carry out His
plans. We see this throughout Scripture. For example, at the
time of Jesus' birth, Caesar Augustus, the ruler of the Roman
Empire, made essential choices that determined the course of
human history. When he decided to take a census of all the
inhabited earth (Luke 2:1), thinking he was in control, but he
wasn't. The Lord was using Caesar to carry out His plan.
So, Christ had come so that man might live with God. He
came to live among us so that He could identify with us in our
suﬀerings, heartaches, frustrations, fears, and temptations. The
Savior understands our struggles and weaknesses because He
experienced them Himself, but without sin. (Hebrews 4:15-16).
In the same way, events that seem ordinary in our lives may
be occasions when the Lord is doing something awesome. You
can never judge the importance of situations based on their
outward appearance alone. Because God is continually working
to achieve His will and purpose, every event and choice in our
lives have significance. We need spiritual eyes to discern the
truth and to have faith that the Lord is working out His plans
for us.
So, it was no accident that Jesus was born where He was
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and that there was 'No Room in the Inn' for Him. By using an
ungodly man to orchestrate the circumstances, the Lord
fulfilled the promise for which God sent Him to complete.
Which was to preach the gospel, teach His followers, and die
on the Cross for our salvation.
He later told His disciples, before leaving them, “I go to
prepare a place for you." Many people have no place for Him
today. He is still on the outside for many people, having no
room in their heart for Christ. "Behold I stand at the door and
knock..." (Revelation 3:20).
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JESUS IS THE WORD, AND THE WORD IS
JESUS

God’s Word is much to do about everything. In fact, “Heaven
and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away”
(Matthew 24:35). The BIBLE was written over 1,600 years, by 40
diﬀerent authors, on three continents, in 3 languages, on 100's
of subjects, with COMPLETE HARMONY, without CONTRADICTION! The SCRIPTURES have One Central Storyline,
GOD’S REDEMPTION OF MANKIND THROUGH JESUS
CHRIST (HIS SON) THE WORD OF GOD.
When Jesus finished telling His parable of the Sower, He
cried out: “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” – (Matthew 13:9).
Clearly, from the explanation of Jesus Himself, we learn that
not all those who have ears to hear, really listen!
It’s vital we actively listen to the spoken Word of God, for
this is how we obtain faith. Romans 10:17, “So then faith comes by
hearing and hearing by the word of God.” A person cannot believe
unless they hear. It is through the revelation of Scripture that
we come to know Him. Thus, by knowing God, we come to
believe and trust in Him. The Word of God is essential for the
development of faith within our hearts, minds, and lives.
The Book of Hebrews is a treasure trove of blessings for us.
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Its writer proclaims, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen" (Hebrew 11:1). A declaration of
what faith does, and the things hoped for is its substance.
There is evidence for the existence of God, and it causes us to
believe in Him. Though we have never seen God, the proof of
His life creates that measure of faith in our hearts that all
things are possible and real when God's Word says so. Knowing
that (God is for us, God is with us, and God is in us) gives us
hope, faith, and evidence that the substance is God Himself!
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We obtain salvation by faith; we walk in faith; we live by faith; we
bring glory to God when we grow in faith, and someday, we will
receive rewards because of our faith. Ask Him to increase your
confidence and show you how to apply it in everything you do
because we must have it to serve our Lord. Hebrews 11:6 states,
"But without faith, it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to
God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who
diligently seek Him.” Notice, we first believe in the existence of
God, then we must believe that God is good and rewards those
who diligently seek Him.
Faith is the gift from God that allows us to trust the Scriptures. Our belief is the revelation of Scripture. The substance of
faith believes in what isn't visible and what isn't perceived or
experienced.
What we hope for by way of revealed promises has
substance right now — also being the assurance of all God's
promises made about our future. All because we believe in the
truth of God's revelation in His revealed Scripture. We have
hope so strong that it can change our lives, and this reality gives
weight to our purpose in life.
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This faith is so powerful it trains the heart to believe the
revealed promises of God and is an anchor laid out in the experiences of believers. Real faith gives us a specific substance in
the present, which beliefs in our future hope.
It's not just the assurance or substance or evidence, but it's
also the conviction of things not seen. It is the substance that
becomes conviction, and it's the conviction that defines how
you live. You can know that something is right, but until it
becomes a conviction, you do not put it into action. So, we have
a substance that has become our conviction, which leads to
righteous living.
What would make you build a boat in the middle of the
desert when it had never rained in the history of the world?
Would it be a conviction? It would have to be something more
than hope because you must spend 120 years building the boat.
For sure, Noah dealt with the mockery of his neighbors, but he
persevered in fulfilling God's will.
What put Noah's faith in action? There was such substance
to his belief, and he was so confident in the revelation of God to
him that it became a conviction that he lived his life on. That is
what puts faith into action. Because of revelation came
response, because of substance came conviction.
The book of Hebrews is known as the 'Hall of Faith’ because
the writer points out how faith was the way the Saints of old
gained approval. They lived their lives based on the promises
God gave to them. God’s Word made their hope real, turning
their faith into a confident trust in the future promised by God
in Scripture.
Concluding this thought: When going through a trial, the
substance of things hoped for is that God will see us through it.
He works on us and guides us through the test, and it becomes
the visible evidence of things once not seen. Giving us hope
when the next trial comes because of the evidence of His work46
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ings. Thus, God is the substance, hope, and proof that He is
working through our faith and trials.
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BELIEVE CHRIST OR NOT

So, Jesus Christ declared, "I have come. In the volume of the book,
it is written of Me." The Old Testament and the New Testament
are all about Jesus Christ. He is all the way through, interwoven
in all types, in all shadows, in all books. It is one continuous
story in the preparing of the hearts of men for the coming of
the Messiah. The prophecies, the hopes, all prefigured there in
the Old Testament leads to His Ministry in the New Testament.
Our responsibility is to work out our salvation, study to show
ourselves approved, and search the scriptures daily to know
whether these things are real. Applying the following Scripture
in preparation for sharing the Good News with the people God
sends your way will be helpful. “But sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and
fear” (1 Peter 3:15).

49

JESUS IS THE WORD, AND THE WORD IS
JESUS
APPLY THE WORD OF GOD IN YOUR LIFE BECAUSE IT IS A
MATTER OF LIFE OR DEATH!

Please read and pray over the following lists, concerning THE
BIBLE, THE WORD, and JESUS. Knowing and believing what
the Word says about itself will help your walk with God and the
fiery trials coming your way. Let the author of the Word teach
you in all things about life. Knowing the truth will set you free.
So, Jesus Christ declared, "I have come. In the volume of the
book, it is written of Me." The Old Testament and the New Testament are all about Jesus Christ. He is all the way through, interwoven in all types, in all shadows, in all books. It is one
continuous story in the preparing of the hearts of men for the
coming of the Messiah. The prophecies, the hopes, all prefigured there in the Old Testament leads us to His Ministry in the
New Testament.
Our responsibility is to work out our salvation, study to show
ourselves approved, and search the scriptures daily to know
whether these things are real. Applying the following scripture
in preparation for sharing the Good News with the people God
sends your way will be helpful. “But sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that
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asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and
fear” (1 Peter 3:15).
The Bible Claims That It Is:
INFALLIBLE - This means that it is without error in total;
the sum of its parts makes no mistakes. It is faultless, flawless,
and without blemish. In Psalm 19:7 it says, "The law of the Lord is
perfect..." It is infallible in its totality.
INERRANT - This means that there is no error in its parts.
In Proverbs 30:5-6, it says, "Every word of God is pure...Add thou
not unto His words, lest He reproves thee, and thou be found a liar."
COMPLETE - This means that you can't add to it or take
away from it. Revelation 22:18b-19a says, "...If any man shall add
unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues’ that are
written in this book; and if any man shall take away from the words
of the book of this prophecy, God shall take his part from the tree of
life..."
AUTHORITATIVE - This means that when God speaks,
everybody should listen. In Isaiah 1:2, we read "Hear, O heavens,
and give ear, O earth: for the LORD hath spoken, I have nourished
and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me."
SUFFICIENT - In II Timothy 3:15-17, it says that the Bible is
suﬃcient to make you "wise unto salvation," and to make you
"perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works." God’s Word can
bring you to salvation and perfection. Add nothing to His work
of grace.
EFFECTIVE - When the Bible speaks, things happen! The
Word of God works transformation. Isaiah 55:11 says, "So shall
my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return
unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please..."
DIVINE - II Peter 1:20-21 says that "no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old
time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake [as they were]
moved by the Holy Ghost." The Bible is God's Book!
DETERMINATIVE - What a person does with the Bible
52

Jesus is the Word, and the Word is Jesus

reveals his relationship to God. In John 8:47, Jesus said, "He that
is of God heareth God's words: ye, therefore, hear [them] not, because
ye are not of God." If you listen to the Bible, it shows that you
belong to God. If you don't, it shows that you don't belong
to God.
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THE NAMES OF JESUS

Both the Old and New Testaments hold the names of Christ
that reveal various aspects of His character, His mission on
earth, and His exalted position in heaven.
WORD: Revelation 19:13 - He was clothed with a robe
dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.
ALMIGHTY: Revelation 1:8 - Christ is the All-Powerful
Lord. Nothing is beyond His reach or impossible for Him.
MESSIAH: Daniel 9:25; John 1:41; 4:25 - Messiah is the
Hebrew word, translated into Greek, as Christ. Both words
mean "Anointed One" (one specially appointed by God for His
plan and purpose).
REDEEMER: Job 19:25 - Christ's death is the payment that
redeems us from the debt we owe to God's law, ransoming our
lives and guaranteeing us a place in His family.
RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE: John 11:25 - Christ is
Life itself. Death could not hold Him, nor can it contain any
who are in Him.
SAVIOR: Luke 1:47-2:11; John 4:42; 1 John 4:14 - Christ is the
Savior of the world, come to deliver us from the power of death.
He is the one who seeks and saves the lost.
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SHEPHERD: 1 Peter 2:25 - Jesus came to care for and to lead
lost sheep, lost men and women. His sheep know His voice, and
no one can take them from His hands.
SON OF GOD: Luke 1:35; Hebrews 4:14 -Christ is the only
"natural" Son of God, which means He partakes in the Divine
nature fully. We become God's children by adoption and
inherit all creation in, and with, Christ.
THE WAY, THE TRUTH, &THE LIFE: John 14:6; Acts 9:2 Jesus is the Way to God. He is the path to truth and life. No
mere human teacher, He is the map, the road, the destination,
and the one who has gone ahead of us.
BREAD OF LIFE: John 6:32-35; Living Bread (John 6:5)
Living Water (John 7:37, 38) - Jesus was born in Bethlehem,
which means "the house of bread." He is our spiritual nourishment and the sustenance of the world. He keeps alive all things
and holds them together by His Word.
BRIGHT MORNING STAR: Revelation 22:16 - Jesus is the
most shining star in the heavens and the Light of the World.
We shall not lose our way in His light.
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GOD’S WORD

Following is an excellent roadmap to guide us and equip us to
apply His Word as we move toward eternity. Keeping our eyes
upon the prize that is in Christ Jesus, let’s commit ourselves to
the leading and inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The Word will
lead you, instruct you, mature you, protect you, and supply a
way to escape the fiery trials of life.
Knowledge is the Apprehension of TRUTH in one's mind,
but Wisdom is the Application of TRUTH to one's life.
"But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves" (James 1:22).
THE GOAL OF THE WORD: To "study to shew thyself
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth" (2 Timothy 2:15).
THE PURPOSE OF THE WORD: “All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (2
Timothy 3:16-17).
THE QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE WORD:
57

God’s Word

Are there any Examples for me to Follow?
Are there any Commands for me to Obey?
Are there any Errors for me to Avoid?
Are there any SINS for me to Forsake?
Are there any New Thoughts about GOD Himself?
Are there any Promises for me to Apply?
Are there any Principles I must Accept?
THE PROMISE FROM THE WORD: “But the Comforter,
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he
shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you” (John 14:26).
"Thy WORD is a Lamp unto my Feet and a Light unto my Path"
(Psalm 119: 105).
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A PROMISE

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.
In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would
have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare
a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that
where I am, there ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the
way ye know” (John 14:1-4).
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A PRAYER

"Dear God, thank you for loving me, saving me, protecting me,
and for my home in heaven. Might I always remember who I
was before you entered my heart? Give me the strength to do
your will as you guide me into eternity. Thank you for
including me in your plans. I ask for your whole purpose as
you transform me into your image. Give me faith to believe and
wisdom to obey Your Word throughout my journey. In Jesus'
name-AMEN!"
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GOD’S ETERNAL PLAN FOR SALVATION

"For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God."
(Romans 3:23)

W

hen we left Adam and Eve, they were Cast Out of The
Garden with their punishments pronounced. They
lost the privilege of living in Eden because God drove them out
of the garden. The most important thing that Adam and Eve
lost was their likeness to their Creator. (Genesis 3:22-24).
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THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE FALL

Spiritual Death: Fallen from their Triune Image
Physical Death: Age becomes a factor
Sin and Separation: Eternal Judgment
Don't find fault with Adam and Eve, when we so often make
the very same choice that they made. We so often choose to fall
to the temptations of Satan rather than the warnings of God.
He knows that God knows everything, our sins we try to hide,
our safe spaces we think He can't find, and blame-shifting is a
game He doesn't play.
God looks to draw us to obedience through love. Satan seeks to
entice us to disobey through lust.
The fall came from disobedience to the command of God
by the exercising of their free choice. The fall resulted in spiritual death; hence, broken fellowship with the Holy God. The
path they took was a one-way path, and there was no opportunity to undo that decision. When we die, there are no DoOvers! We live or die by the decision we make concerning God.
"Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves, slaves, to
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obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin
leading to death or of obedience leading to righteousness?” (Romans
6:16).
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WE REAP WHAT WE SOW

“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the
flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the
Spirit reap life everlasting” (Galatians 6:7-8).
Fallen man through the sin (eating the forbidden fruit)
committed in the garden gave up the world to Satan. Man’s
broken relationship with God caused our image and likeness of
God to no longer reflect His glory. We are unable to fellowship
with God in this fallen state. This separation from God keeps us
from experiencing the original purpose, promises, and plans
of God.
However, God still loved the man and always wanted a
meaningful, loving relationship with him. But sin was in the
way. Thus, God devised a plan of redemption to pardon the sins
of those who would like to return to fellowship with Him. This
plan involved God manifesting His love for man by sending His
Only Begotten Son into the world to take man's sin and die in
his place. Thus, redeeming man from sin. Also, Christ is the
only one who can redeem the 'Title Deed’ to the earth back
from Satan.
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We Reap What We Sow

Even as man exercised his free choice to leave God so now
must man use his free choice to come back into fellowship with
Him. Through Jesus, the Messiah, the way back to God is possible; man can experience the real divine intention for his
existence.
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JESUS CHRIST IS OUR ETERNAL
REDEEMER

So, God sent His Son as the redeemer for humankind. The
redeemer would pay the price of our debt owed due to our
fallen state, thus releasing us through the process of redemption. For example, we see recovery for slaves during Old Testament times, freedom for people put in debtor prison by
someone paying a ransom price for their redemption.
The redemptive work of Christ on the Cross brings deliverance through His death, from the guilt and power of sin.
Redemption in a spiritual sense is the work of Christ in
"redeeming" men "from all iniquity," "lawlessness," and the
“bondage of self-will," which rejects the will of God. The whole
Gospel deals with God being just when He justifies the
ungodly.
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JESUS’ REDEMPTIVE PURPOSE IS
THREEFOLD

1. He came to redeem humanity from their sins, so
they would be worthy to fellowship with a Holy God
again and live a resurrected life.
2. To restore His image and likeness in us through the
transformation and born-again conversion; thus,
inheriting eternal life.
3. To redeem the world back from Satan, reclaiming
the 'Title Deed’ lost in the Garden of Eden.
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ONLY THE LAMB OF GOD IS WORTHY

Jesus paid a ransom (His life) to repurchase us from Satan. The
Cross was the only path He could take to reclaim the world and
save believers from the final death. "Therefore, only Jesus is
worthy to open the scroll…" (The Title Deed) in Revelation.
The word "Book" is "scroll" in the Greek, which holds the
title deed to the earth. When Jesus gave His life on the cross, He
redeemed the earth back to God, but God hasn't taken possession of it yet. It is God upon the throne, holding out the title
deed in His hand. Jesus is the rightful heir to the Book.
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THE “ULTIMATE ESCROW CLOSING!”
(REVELATION 5:1-7)

The cost of redeeming back, the earth was the blood of Jesus
Christ on the Cross. He has already paid the price of redemption, but He hasn't yet taken possession of the earth.
John saw a scroll, and an angel was asking who was worthy
to open the scroll. John wept because there was no one worthy
to open it, until Jesus, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, came
along.
We see this scroll as the TITLE DEED TO THE EARTH.
God had created the earth and given it over to Adam. However,
they disobeyed God's commandment not to eat of the tree amid
the garden. By obeying Satan's suggestion to eat of the fruit, in
their double action of obedience to Satan, and disobedience to
God, they gave up the earth over to Satan.
The devil took Jesus up on a high mountain and oﬀered the
world to Him because it was Satan's to give. In fact, Jesus did
not dispute that as truth. Jesus twice calls him the prince of this
world, and Paul also called him the god of this world.
Therefore, it is so wrong to blame God for all the tragedies
and calamities in the world today. These things all exist as the
result of man's rebellion against God. We call tornados and
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hurricanes, acts of God. When Jesus was on the Sea of Galilee
with His disciples and the great storm came up that threatened
to destroy the little ship, Jesus stood up and rebuked the wind,
and there was a great calm. It would probably be more exact to
call them acts of Satan. Satan is the spin master, getting men to
blame God for the catastrophes he brings.
It’s not God’s order we see in the world today. It is Satan’s
order; this is his world; he is the king, the prince of this world.
Jesus said to His disciples, "The prince of this world cometh, but he
has nothing in me." Paul called Satan, "the god of this age."
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“Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the LORD, “Though
your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; Though
they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool” (Isaiah 1:18).
Jesus Spilt His Blood on The Cross for Our Salvation. If We Get a
Splinter Picking Up Our Cross, It Won’t Kill Us.
Christ died on the CROSS for WHOSOEVER would in faith
believe and receive the gift of salvation. Jesus’ past workings on
the Cross fulfills His promise to anyone today who will respond
to it. Therefore, faith is believing God's Word and acting
upon it.
The Cross of Christ is the most urgent message this world
will ever hear. In Galatians 6:14, the apostle Paul said, “But God
forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” In
other words, all he had received through inheritance or accomplishments in life was nothing compared to His relationship
with God through His Son Jesus. Paul’s position, riches, influence, reputation, and physical comfort lost their meaning when
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weighed against the redemption that was his through the
crucifixion.
God’s ways are infinite, and we are finite in our knowledge
of His preordained plans. Our carnal intellect wants a process
to follow with, step-by-step-directions of God's predestined will
for our lives. Isaiah 55:8 states, “For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD.”
The Good News is we do have a roadmap to follow, and it is
the WORD of GOD. We are to study to show ourselves approved,
rightly dividing the Word of Truth. (2 Timothy 2:15). He also sent
us the Holy Spirit to enlighten us, “But the Helper, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all
things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you”
(John 14:26). If we lack understanding, ask God in prayer, and
He will increase our faith to understand His wisdom and truth.
Salvation is summed up by Paul here in Romans, “That if
thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved. For with the heart, man believeth unto righteousness; and
with the mouth, confession is made unto salvation" (Romans
10:9-10).
ON THE DIVINE SIDE OF REPENTANCE: It is the gift of
God. "If perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the
knowledge of the truth…" (2Timothy 2:25).
“You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you
that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should
remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may
give you” (John 15:16).
"Being justified freely by the grace through the redemption
that is in Christ Jesus" (Romans 3:24). "Therefore, we conclude
that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law"
(Romans 3:28).
"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God." (Ephesians 2:8).
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ON THE HUMAN SIDE OF REPENTANCE: It is our
response to God’s gift of salvation. Jesus said to her, “I am the
resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he
may die, he shall live. “And whoever lives and believes in Me
shall never die. Do you believe this?” (John 11:25-26).
For some believers, spiritual progress takes oﬀ after they're
saved and never stops. Others never grow at all because they
view salvation as merely a guarantee of heaven. A third group
begins strong but later weakens. These believers may continue
to attend church and pray, but their spiritual growth stagnates.
They temporarily are on fire for Christ but soon flame out.
Growth must characterize the believer's new life, no matter
how long they have known Christ. So, if we lose our spiritual
enthusiasm, we need to pray, “Search me, O God, and know my
heart see if there be any hurtful way in me and lead me in the everlasting way” (Psalm139:23-24). Regularly, we must ask the Lord to
examine our lives. He knows us better than we know ourselves
and can reveal hidden sins and harmful attitudes to turn over
to Him.
Jesus' atoning death was necessary for God's eternal plan.
His forgiveness of our sins is possible through His death, burial,
resurrection, and ascension. Although it is only by grace and
faith, repentance is the beginning of the process of our
response. Conversion, forgiveness, justification, regeneration,
and adoption, all take place at the same instant in God's view.
CONVERSION is that turning to God, and it stands for the
human response to the call and gift of God. It consists of two
elements: repentance and faith.
1. REPENTANCE is the keynote throughout God’s
Word and is an absolute condition of salvation. We
unwrap the gift of eternal life with a repented heart.
From the time Jesus began to preach and to say,
"Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand"
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(Matthew 4:17). "Repent ye therefore, and be
converted, that your sins may be blotted out when
the times of refreshing shall come from the presence
of the Lord" (Acts 3:19).
2. FAITH is the provision of forgiveness. The process
of redemption through repentance began in Genesis
3:21 when God made coats of skins for Adam and
Eve to cover their guilt, shame, nakedness, and sin.
There is no other way to come to the knowledge of
God. “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no
other name under heaven given among men by which we
must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
The condition of the heart is of paramount importance
because "For as he (man) thinketh in his heart, so is he" (Proverbs
23:7). The renewal of our mind, transformation into His image,
and the knowledge of God all begin with the heart's attitude
changing.
“Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through
the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently
with a pure heart, having been born again, not of corruptible seed
but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides
forever” (1 Peter 1:22-23).
The extreme nature of Jesus’ statement concerning Himself
and eternal life presents every person with a choice to be made.
We must either accept or reject His claims. We must believe or
disbelieve Him. What Jesus said demands that we form an
opinion, and our view will ultimately fall into one of two
camps. 1) He was either telling the truth or 2) He was lying. He
was either the Son of God or He was a deceiver and a fraud. But
the issue remains, are His claims true or false? Jesus is who He
claimed to be, or He isn't.
The Cross of Christ proves the length to which God is
willing to go for our redemption. God will not redeem men
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except on terms which leave them, men. He will not do away
with their power of free choice. God will always honor your
free choice, so choose wisely.
Forgiveness of trespasses shows both the liberation from
the guilt and doom of sin and the introduction into a life of
liberty, "newness of life," and "Eternal Salvation." The resurrection of Jesus guides us as we put oﬀ the old life and put on the
new, as we conform to His image and seek God's will. Living in
the power of His resurrection helps to sanctify our lives,
strengthens us in our trials, and prepares us for the glory to
come.
Salvation is just the beginning of a relationship with God.
After a person becomes a believer, he or she should develop a
deeper relationship with the Father, learn more spiritual truth,
and begin to serve the Lord with purpose and constant willingness.
Christ died once for all! Our act of faith puts us into the
state of being righteous in Him and justified unconditionally.
Thus, freeing us from the bondage of sin, and we are no longer
slaves to our sinful nature. This deliverance is from the guilt of
sins, the power of sin, and the final death resulting from sin.
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THE THREE ASPECTS OF SALVATION

Salvation is instant from the spiritual side, but on the human
side, it has three dimensions. First is justification, (forgiveness)
second is sanctification, (setting ourselves apart), and third is
glorification (new heavenly bodies), which is at our union with
Christ.
Past Aspect - frees us from the PENALTY of sin
Predestination - Salvation has happened in the past
(justified).
Present Aspect - frees us from the POWER of sin
it's happening in the present (sanctification).
Future Aspect - frees us from the PRESENCE of sin
Will happen in the future (glorification).
Spiritually speaking, all three aspects took place simultaneously in God’s mind. For who He foreknew He also predestined
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them who would come to this saving faith. Thus, a predetermined conclusion. IT IS FINISHED!
Physically speaking, we are to set ourselves apart from the
world and put on the mind of Christ – To persevere toward our
high calling in Christ Jesus. We still sin and must ask for
forgiveness; we still have a thought life and must bring our
thoughts under control. “For the weapons of our warfare are not
carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down
arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of
Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:4-5).
So, salvation has happened in the past (justified), is
happening in the present (sanctified), and will occur in the
future (glorified). We need to have complete confidence in our
salvation. There is no room for uncertainty about its adequacy
or the durability of its protection. If our salvation hinges on
anything but the finished work of Christ on the Cross, we are in
deep trouble.
Don't let Satan discourage you or rob you of the anticipation of the hope that makes you committed. We are free from
the tyranny of a life mastered by the flesh that we might walk in
fellowship with God through the Spirit.
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LET’S GET THE ELEPHANT OUT OF THE
ROOM BEFORE MOVING FORWARD

The Unpardonable Sin is Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit.
The longer you sin, the easier it is to reject Christ. That is the
road to the unpardonable sin. Continual rejection of the call of
the Spirit will leave you hard and calloused. Eventually, as you
continue the path of denial, it will be too late. You will die
without Jesus, and pardon will be impossible. If you care and
worry about if you have blasphemed the Holy Spirit, then He is
still working on you. You haven't committed the unpardonable
sin. If you don't care, who knows?
The UNPARDONABLE SIN is the rejection of the Holy Spirit's Testimony concerning Jesus Christ, the Messiah, Lord, and
Savior of the World. If we repent of our sins and receive Christ
Jesus, we will inherit Eternal Life. Rejecting the Holy Spirit's
Testimony concerning Christ will separate us from God for all
Eternity.
This Unpardonable Sin can only become a Forgivable Sin up
to our last breath on earth. If our final words are asking for
forgiveness, then we have made a death-bed confession, and
God will receive us into His Kingdom. Remember, the First
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Fruit of Jesus' Labor was the one thief on the Cross that
confessed and entered Paradise with Christ.
The free choice is ours to make, to faithfully believe, and
receive unto salvation or reject and deny unto eternal damnation. Remember, God doesn't send anyone to hell; we make that
decision alone. There are NO-DO-OVERS once we've left this
earth.
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SEVEN POINTS TO GOD'S PLAN FOR
SALVATION

1. We are all Sinners: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and to forgive us [our] sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. (I John 1:8-9)
For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
(Romans 3:23)
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned
everyone to his own way, and the LORD hath laid on him the
iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:6)
2. The Result – Death: For the wages of sin [is] death; but
the gift of God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
(Romans 6:23)
3. The Solution - Christ's Death: “For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world;
but that the world through him might be saved” (John 3:16-17).
But he [was] wounded for our transgressions, [he was]
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace [was]
upon him; and with his stripes, we are healed. (Isaiah 53:5)
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But God commended his love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8)
4. The Choice - To Accept or Reject Jesus Christ as Savior:
Come unto me, all [ye] that labor and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me; for I
am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your
souls. For my yoke [is] easy, and my burden is light. (Matthew
11:28-30)
5. The Response - To Receive the Gift of Eternal Life: For
the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of God [is] eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 6:23)
Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hears my
voice, and open the door, I will come into him, and will sup
with him, and he with me. (Revelation 3:20)
But as many as received him, to them gave the power to
become the sons of God, [even] to them that believe on his
name: (John 1:12)
6. Assurance of Salvation: And this is the record, that God
hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that
hath the Son hath life; [and] he that hath not the Son of God
hath not life. These things have I written unto you that believe
on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have
eternal life and that ye may believe on the name of the Son
of God.
(I John 5:11-13)
Therefore, if any man [be] in Christ, [he is] a new creature:
old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
(2 Corinthians 5:17)
As far as the east is from the west, [so] far hath he removed
our transgressions from us. (Psalms 103:12)
7. The profession of Faith: Whosoever, therefore, shall
confess me before men, him will I confess also before my
Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before
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men; him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.
(Matthew 10:32-33)
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IT IS ALL FINISHED, PAID IN FULL!

The Christ who died on Calvary’s Cross, will not have to die
again for our new sins or to oﬀer a new atonement for any
transgressions we may yet commit. The fulfillment of all things
happened when Jesus became the target of God’s wrath and
judgment of sin, when, “He who knew no sin became sin for us,
that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2
Corinthians 5:21).
God the Father laid upon God the Son all the guilt and wrath
our sins deserved, and He bore it in Himself perfectly, totally
satisfying the wrath of God for us. He successfully oﬀered
Himself as a substitute sin oﬀering for all humanity. He then
prepared to yield His life and die, having finished the work.
Christ has oﬀered himself, and died and suﬀered in our
stead, and gone into His glory in heaven. If we cannot depend
upon Him, what more would we have him do? Shall He come
and die again? If we rejected Him once; would we reject him if
He died twice?
So, when Jesus had received the sour wine, He spoke three
words, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His
Spirit. John 19:30. He had finished the eternal purpose of the
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Cross. His finished work became the foundation of all believer's
faith, grace, hope, peace, and Eternal Salvation.
So, having begun, He continues His work in our lives. He's
the author, the finisher, the beginning, the end. He said, "I am
the Alpha and the Omega; the beginning and the end." That is
true of creation and faithful of God's new creation in us. He is
the author of it, and He is the finisher of it.
“Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a
good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ”
(Philippians 1:6).
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A PROMISE

“As he spake these words, many believed on him. Then said Jesus to
those Jews which believed on him, If, ye continue in my
word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:30-32).
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DISCIPLESHIP

A – Amen – Prayer (our way of communicating with God)
B – Bible – (God's primary method of communicating
with us)
C – Church – (God’s way to foster fellowship)
D – Discipleship – (God's way of talking to others
through us)
E – Evangel – (God’s way to reach the world through us)
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A PRAYER

God, this world’s problems are so complicated that I cannot
make my way without your guidance. Quicken my mind and
deepen my understanding. Help me hear your voice and heed
your advice. Keep me walking along the path behind you. In
Jesus’ name - Amen.
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HOW TO BE BORN AGAIN OF THE SPIRIT
LET GOD’S BUTTERFLY PROJECT TAKE FLIGHT IN YOUR LIFE

I

have wonderful memories of camping with my dad and
fishing at our favorite lakes and rivers. One sunny day we
were walking down the trail with my new fishing pole straddling my shoulder, thinking how great of a dad I had. Suddenly,
to my fearful surprise, I heard behind me, the screams and
nasty words of my dad as if I had done something wrong. I
turned around to inquire about all the noise. Never seeing my
dad, just hearing his angry voice following behind me as I
turned around and around and around. Finally, my dad's firm
hand grabbed my shoulder and yelled out, "STOP MOVING!"
To my shock, I had caught a WHOPPER, and it was my dad.
My fishing line had hooked him through the nose, and he was
MAD! With his nose bleeding, me crying, the ride home was
way too long. He told me he would never take me fishing again!
I promised him I was sorry that I would be a good Son, and I
would never disappoint him again. I was devastated that my
dad would have that kind of reaction to an accident.
It took some time before we went fishing again. A happy
camper and world-class fishing kid, pleasing my dad in every
way. However, looking back over my life, there were hundreds
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of promises made and broke to my family and friends. I was a
complete disappointment to my parents. My mom taught me
how to wave goodbye to the ice-cream truck as it drove past our
house. My dad helped me to lay-low when the Federal
Marshals came knocking at his door.
Dysfunctional doesn't come close to the destructive
dynamics I created in our family! My parents grew to dislike
me. However, I later found a Heavenly Father who wanted all
of me.
Confident the WHOPPER I caught as a child was not the
kind of fish Jesus spoke about in Matthew 4:19-20, Then He said
to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” They left
their nets and followed Him.
The hook that caught my dad, which brought pain, is now a
metaphor for my Calling in Christ. To follow Him, to be a
Fisher of Men, I needed to leave my Nets behind. My Nets were
my drugs, my sins, my old life, and lack of commitment to
God's Divine Purpose.
I am to bait my hook with God’s Truth and cast the line of
Salvation out in the Name of Christ. I am relying on the Holy
Spirit to catch one person at a time for the Glory of God and
His Eternal Plan. Discerning, we are all members of the Body of
Christ with distinct functions and gifts. “Some plant, some water,
but it’s God that gives the increase…,” (1 Corinthians 3:6).
God has called us to forsake all, pick up our Cross, follow
him, and become fishers of men for the Gospel of Eternal Life
in Christ. God was faithful in this part of my story because it
ends well. When I finally allowed God to work in my life, He
did make me a fisher of men. My parents experienced my transformation as I brought Glory to God. I lived and applied
Matthew 5:16 before their eyes, “Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is
in heaven.”
Both parents allowed me to pray with them in their last
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days in the hospital. We all now have Eternity to love each
other as God loves us. This story is a cautionary tale because
God was telling me to share His Gospel, and I felt unworthy
because of my past with them. Sometimes we feel like
hypocrites.
Deciding to obey God, I went into my dad's room, expecting
rejection. To my surprise, he was so excited that I prayed with
him, and he committed his life to Jesus. We never know the day
or the hour when we are to leave this world. My dad died
within a few hours after our prayer. When the Spirit leads, we
must take immediate advantage of God's appointed time. Had I
waited another day for the courage to obey God, my dad would have
died separated for all Eternity from our Lord.
When I visited my mom in the hospital and said, “Can we
talk?” she excitedly said, “I was wondering when it was my turn."
She was waiting to believe it! Amazingly, many people are just
waiting to believe and for us to share Christ with them. Don’t
let past relationships or pride stop the conversation.
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UNLESS ONE IS BORN AGAIN

Jesus said, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God" (John 3:3). We need a
spiritual rebirth because that is where the Spirit lives. The flesh
oﬀers nothing of value.
Paul wrote, “These things we also speak, not in words which
man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing
spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural man does not receive
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned” (1
Corinthians 2:13-14). There's a whole other dimension when a
person is born again of the Spirit. The natural man knows
nothing about this realm. You'll never understand God until
you enter that spiritual dimension.
Being born-again makes the process of transformation
possible. It’s like a caterpillar turning into a butterfly. Transformed is the ancient Greek word 'metamorphosis’ describing
the astonishing alteration taking place as we put oﬀ the old life
and put on the new.
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THE SOUL AND THE SPIRIT

“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your
whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 5::23).
The Hebrew word for soul translated means breath, Spirit, and
life. “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living
soul” (Genesis 2:7).
The Greek word used in the New Testament translates into
the soul, denoting the breath, the breath of life.
The natural life of the body, immaterial, invisible part of
man is as follows:
The seat of personality
The position of will and purpose
The place of appetite and desires
The inward man, the seat of the new life
When we are born again, God restores His original image in
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us. His Spirit breathes the breath of life in us, and we again
become Spirit, soul, and body. God created man with a spirit
that has a soul (a mind, will, and emotions) that exists
within us.
As we grow in our new life in Christ, patience will serve us
well. "In your patience possess ye your souls” (Luke 21:19). Our soul
becomes alive in Him as we develop the patience to wait on the
Lord. The Word of God teaches that trials produce perseverance, and from patience, there comes a line of fruit. Therefore,
the teachings in the book of James is especially crucial to our
spiritual growth.
As we will discover in a later chapter, the purpose of James
is to help the believer to correct faults, to show wavering, to
help instill discipline into their lives, and to rebuke backsliding.
When we are physically born, we enter life as fallen creatures, inheriting Adam's sinful nature. God tells us to become
as little children and to be born again according to His Spirit
and truth. Children are teachable; they do not have preconceived ideas or prejudice; they accept things at face value.
God is triune, (three in one) He is God the Father, God the
Son and, God the Holy Spirit. He is three individuals and one
at the same time. Water is a fitting example; it is liquid, vapor,
and solid ice, all being separate in form, but still one;
depending on its function.
Similarly, the typical pattern of prayer and worship
involves the unique roles of each member of the Trinity:
We address our prayers to the Father (the Source)
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ (the Mediator)
We pray with the power of the Holy Spirit (the
Enabler).
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The fall reversed Adams' triune nature, becoming the body,
soul, and Spirit. His appetite and allegiance changed, seeking
body appetites first, soulish things second, and spiritual things
last; if at all. When you are within the proper trinity (triune
nature), you are Spirit, soul, and body. Your soul (the
conscience), guides your Spirit, and your body follows
peacefully.
In your fallen state, (body, soul, and Spirit), the conscience,
self-will, and inner man exist trapped between the body and
the Spirit. They battle one another, the body dictating to the
conscience, the Spirit crying out. The Spirit can only be
confused, making for incomprehensible sins and actions.
God breathes spiritual life into our fallen nature, reversing
our triune environment to its original state, and we become
alive to God in Spirit and Truth. If we are to believe the WholeTruth about Jesus’ work, we must believe in His death, burial,
resurrection, and ascension.
Jesus' shed blood has obtained eternal forgiveness for us.
But, as Adam and Eve had to put on their coats, we must put on
Christ. "For through the eternal Spirit oﬀered himself without spot to
God" (Hebrews 9:11-14).
“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to
become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God” (John 1:12-13).
Christians called according to His purpose will find the
Cross a necessary path to maturity. We are opening the way to
enter the fellowship of His suﬀering. Thus, living in the power of
His resurrection. Thus, resulting in a true reflection of His Image
for all to behold. Remember, the resurrected life always follows
the crucified life. When we took an area of our lives to the
Cross and put it to death, God resurrects that area in newness
for His glory.
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Knowing that the truth will set us free, we must rely on the
author and finisher of our faith (Jesus) for our daily instructions.
"And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly, and I pray God your
whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 5:23).
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HOW TO RECEIVE ETERNAL LIFE

Nicodemus had an excellent question for Jesus, which prevails
today in many minds. “How can a man be born when he is old?
Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?”
Jesus was talking about a spiritual rebirth. We were born of the
flesh and born of water in our mother’s womb.
Jesus is distinguishing the INHERITED LIFE (Adam’s sin) of
the flesh, which leads to death and separation, from the SPIRITUAL LIFE (in Christ) of the Spirit. Once again, Adam's sin
prevents us from living in the presence and will of God. Therefore, even though we are born of flesh and water, we must be
spiritually reborn of the Spirit. Jesus made it plain that a man’s
first birth does not assure him of the kingdom; only being born
again gives this assurance. Unless one is born again – he
CANNOT enter or be part of the Kingdom of God.
The Apostle Paul states, "That if you confess with your mouth
the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him
from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart, one believes
unto righteousness, and with the mouth, confession is made unto
salvation" (Romans 10:9-10).
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OUR THREE-PART SOLUTION

Part One: Is believing Jesus is your Lord and Savior who DIED
on the Cross for your sins.
Part Two: Is believing in your heart that God RAISED Him
from the dead after dying on the Cross to take care of our sins.
Part Three: Is believing God raised Jesus from the dead so
that we might live in the POWER OF HIS RESURRECTION.
Scripture urges us to work out our Salvation because it's
between you and God. Christian books, commentaries, preachers, or sermons can't save your soul. Eternal life is between you
and God! There is no other way to come to the knowledge of
God. “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts
4:12).
It’s our responsibility to, study to show ourselves approved
and search the scriptures daily to know whether these things
are right. “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready
always to answer every man that asketh you a reason of the hope
that is in you with meekness and fear" (1 Peter 3:15).
A Paraphrased Example of the Promise in John 3:16:
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“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.”
To repeat the two vital principles of God’s Word. 1) We must
understand that “God’s past promises/workings meet our present
response.” 2) And, “Faith is believing God’s Word and acting upon it.”
We have a Past Promise that if we in faith believe in Jesus
Christ and are born again, we will receive eternal life. We must
apply this promise through the Principle of faith. Without
these two Principles, the Process of Transforming us into the
Image of Christ will not take root to change our lives.
THE PROMISE - Everlasting Life
THE PERSON – Jesus, God’s Only Begotten Son
THE PURPOSE – Never Condemned
THE PROCESS – Believe What God Has Said
THE PATH - The Cross of Jesus
JESUS’ past workings (on the Cross) meets our believing
God’s Word (confession of sins) producing (salvation and redemption) with our prompt response. Accepting and applying
promises will save us, change us, heal us, conform us, and
prepare us to exhort and comfort others.
IT LOOKS LIKE THE ELEPHANT IS BACK IN THE ROOM
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ETERNAL SECURITY

Only you can move this elephant (of eternal security) from the
room. Remember, “work out your salvation with fear and trembling…" (Philippians 2:12)
Searching the Scriptures, you will find passages supporting
both views. An EXCELLENT PERSONAL STUDY you might
want to spend time on for your peace of mind. What does the
Word of God tell you about both views? The appeal of Peter
will serve you well, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and
be ready always to answer every man that asketh you a reason of
the hope that is in you with meekness and fear" (1 Peter 1:5).
Our positions on various Scriptures that are not related to
Doctrine will not interfere with our Salvation. For example,
many debate the Rapture of the Church. When does Christ
come for His Church? Pre-Tribulation, Mid-Tribulation, or PostTribulation. Our position doesn’t matter in God’s Plan of Salvation. God will take His Bride out in His time. It will happen
when it happens; we only need to be ready. Not even Jesus knows
the day or the hour.
Where it’s right to hold an opinion, it is not right to let that
opinion hold you. The pessimist sees the glass half empty, the opti109
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mist sees the glass half full, but the Psalmist proclaims, “My cup
runneth over…” (Psalm 23:5). Our views on reality might be
diﬀerent from mind to mind, but our opinion doesn't give us a
pass on eternal matters. We must still have our Salvation
worked out before the coming of the Lord.
Here is an eﬀective way of thinking when contemplating
the rapture:
If it is Pre-Tribulation, then praise God and be ready.
The Mid-Tribulation camp should be ok because they
need not fear the mark of the beast during the first 3
½ years.
But Woe unto the Post-Tribulation believers because
all hell is going to break out. Please remember that
666 is not your friend, no matter how bad it gets.
When believers live according to God's purpose and will,
they should find security in their Salvation. For those who
commit spiritual suicide by walking away from the Lord,
should be much concerned. “They went out from us, but they
were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have
continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us” (1 John 2:19). If you are in Christ,
He abides in you.
THANK GOD, the Spirit of God is conforming us into the
image of Christ as He works within us day by day. The finished
work of the Holy Spirit in my life will have me thoroughly
conformed into the image of Jesus, "I shall be satisfied when I
awake in Your likeness" (Psalm 17:15). On that day, we will see him
face to face, and again be what Adam was when God first
created him. So, we diligently surrender to His Spirit working
within us. Putting-oﬀ and putting-on.
FROM GLORY TO GLORY: The reflection of His glory will
shine forth in us even in this life, also as we share His agony
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and bear His Cross. From glory to glory, to even closer
conformity with the image of the Son of God. "But we all, with
open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed
into the same image from glory to glory, [even] as by the Spirit of the
Lord" (2 Corinthians 3:18).
Because we are destined to be like Him, He is the only "pattern" we must follow. And because He lives His life in us, we too
can "walk even as he walked" (1 John 2:6), and "do as he done"
(John 13:15), "love as he loved" (Ephesians 5:2; John 13:34, 15:12),
"forgive as he forgave" (Colossians 3:13), "have this mind which
was also in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 2:5).
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A PROMISE

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become
children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God” (John 1:12-13).
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A PRAYER

Dear God, help me to live a committed life sanctified through
your holy scripture. Give me a burning desire to increase my
faith and lean not to my understanding. To acknowledge your
path is the right road for me to travel. Give me wisdom in all
decisions and let me drink of your living water. Help me bring
my thoughts under control by putting on the mind of Christ.
Utmost correct me and hear me when I cry out for forgiveness.
In Jesus's name-AMEN
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# “NO ROOM IN THE INN?”
MY “NO ROOM IN THE INN” TRIALS BEGAN DECADES AGO

T

he trials of life started for me at an early age. Of course, I
didn't know what I was going through had a name.
Looking back over my life, I can testify there were plenty of
them that helped in shaping the person whom I became.
When I was six months old, a drunk driver hit the side of
our car, killing my mother. The invention of seatbelts or car
seats came years later. Since I was in my mother's arms, the
impact tossed both of us out of the car. I was in the hospital for
a few months with blood on the brain and had a few surgeries
to relieve the pressure. Due to the operations, I have scarring
on both sides of my head.
My father later remarried, and we had a new set of rules in
the house. One was we had to wave goodbye to the ice cream
truck as it drove by our house. Another one was that a butch
haircut (crew-cut) would help save on the cost of living. These
types of financial decisions became a source of my anguish for
many years. Don’t get me wrong. I am not complaining or
blaming, just sharing a story from my life. Besides, I wasn’t the
ideal child to raise.
My peers, who I thought were my friends, called me a scar
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head. These were my bullies of yesteryear, which we find in
such the behavior today. Once again, no name just the pain. I
could have been on all the talk shows blaming everyone and
maybe authored a book on the subject. Events in my entire
childhood didn't help in building my self-esteem.
My mom told me to tell everyone that the Indians Scalped
Me. Such a statement was politically correct in the '60s;
however, it did not protect me from the onslaughts of my
enemy-friends. Ridiculed continuously devastated my life for
many years to come. One time I ran away was because I did not
want to cut my hair.
I remember being in the sixth grade and trying to join a
club within my school. The night that they were to vote me in
and or vote me out, I was so excited that I would be a member
of this elite society. Before the vote, they asked me to step
outside so that I would not be in the room during their evaluation of me as a potential member of the group.
Back in the room after the vote, my excitement was so high
because these guys were those kids that tormented me daily.
Maybe I had some friends after all. However, to my dismay,
they had not voted me into their group. Discouraged, hurt, and
crying within my heart, I was a broken child. The adult leader
in the room decided because of my reaction to call for another
vote. So, uplifting my self-esteem to the point that I knew I had
it in the bag! Anyhow, if the leader was on my side, how could
they repeat no?
Out of the room, I went for the second time with thoughts
of being a member of this beautiful club. I was so confident in
myself that they would do the right thing. Reentering the room
feeling like a defendant, and they were the jury. No one would
look at me because they had decided to conduct the same vote
they had previously. So hurt, confused, and wanting to die.
They had decided that I was not worthy of their esteem, friendship, or equal to their standards. I was set-up for the fall
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because they all invited me to join. There wasn't any Room in
the club for me.
The next day in school, my ears rang with mocking, jokes,
and the incredible statement that I was a SCAR HEAD. I did
not know how to take this criticism any longer. The only thing I
could think of was to lash out. So, I told them my Indian Friends
would Scalp every one of them! I finally found an opportunity to
use my parent’s advice. They called me a fool, so I played the
fool.
Suﬃce it to say, the principal's oﬃce had brought a therapist
in just for me. He talked to me about many things. Finally, I was
in a class of my own. Of course, none of it worked on me.
Back in the '60s, schools were not concerned with anyone's
self-esteem. We were to suck-it-up and get on with it. They had
rules for everything, along with consequences for not following
them. Any teacher had the privilege to spank us with paddleboards designed with holes for maximum thrust.
Always being in trouble, I found myself bent over and grabbing my ankles weekly. I had one principal who consistently
found me disobeying in the hallways. Every time he would yell
out, "Steven get in my oﬃce immediately!" Since my name has
always been Brad, my insecurities had me thinking, was I
adopted? Well, that's one of the stories that later turned around
for me. Thank God I eventually woke up to it before I died
from it.
When you think there is “No Room in the Inn” for you … let
Christ control your thought life. Seek God always in your
seasons of doubt and more so during the trials of life. "Casting
down imaginations and every high thing that exalteth itself against
the knowledge of God and bringing into captivity every thought to
the obedience of Christ…" (2 Corinthians 10: 3-6).
Discerning the origin of trials helps formulate the right response
to them and uncovers God’s purposes behind them. Are they from
the devil, our carnal mind, imposed by a fallen world and the
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people around us, or something God would have us embrace?
Discovering the purpose of trials, how to overcome them, how
to be obedient during them, how to grow because of them will
lay the foundation to ". . . Count it all joy" when these fiery trials
appear.
So, it’s critical to understand the purpose of trials so to
know what to do, how to do it, when to do it, why we are doing it,
what happens if we don’t do it and what are our rewards for
doing it right? One insight to think about is embraced the trials and
resisted temptations. We must get it right here on earth, so to be
right when we arrive in heaven. Remember, there are no do-overs
once we leave this life behind.
Again, God is setting up His eternal kingdom, and He uses the
fiery trials of life to build our faith, mature us, lead us, deliver
us, and develop character within us. Foremost, tests are one-way
God's plan can merge with His purpose for our lives.
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TAKING REFUGE IN GOD’S WORD

"Thou art my hiding place and my shield: I hope in thy word."
(Psalm 119:114).
"Trust in the LORD with all thine heart and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct
thy paths" (Proverbs 3:5-6).
God’s promises sometimes have blessings and warnings associated with them. Here is one example for believers to take note
of when tempted. “Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for
when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which
the Lord has promised to those who love Him. Let no one say when
he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by
evil, nor does He tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is
drawn away by his desires and enticed. Then, when desire has
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings
forth death” (James 1:12-15).
As we grow in our new life in Christ, patience will serve us
well. "In your patience, possess ye your souls." Our soul becomes
alive in Him as we develop the patience to wait on the Lord.
121

Taking Refuge In God’s Word

The Word of God teaches that trials produce perseverance. And
from patience, there comes a line of fruit. Therefore, the teachings in the book of James is essential to our spiritual growth.
The purpose of James is to help the believer to correct faults, to
show wavering, to help instill discipline into their lives, and to
rebuke backsliding.
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AN EXHORTATION TO COUNT IT ALL JOY

In preparation for the chapters to come, let's look at the
primary scripture we will be covering. “My brethren count it all
joy when you fall into various trials." (James 1:2). Believers will
face temptations; it's just a part of life. Each temptation brings a
decision on our part. Are we going to walk in the flesh or to
walk in the Spirit? An attraction is any situation that would
draw us into the flesh and a worldly reaction. We must choose.
Will we walk after the flesh or walk in the Spirit?
As we see, the Bible tells us to count it all joy; this is not the
natural response to trials. Usually, we don't like tests, and we
would prefer that everything goes very smoothly in our lives.
But life is filled with disappointments. We cannot rule and
order our life, as we would have it. And so, for our growth, for
our development, temptations and trials are necessary. It's a
part of the testing of our faith.
So, we are to bear trials with a cheerful attitude. Accept
God's workings in us with joy. A Christian who is working
within the will of God can apply this promise. “All things...work
together for good." So that we might increasingly be "conformed
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into the image of His Son." Therefore, I have faith, patience, and
ask for wisdom.
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THE SOURCE OF OUR TRIALS AND
TEMPTATIONS

There is absolutely nothing wrong with saying, "God, why did
You allow this to happen? What was Your purpose for it?" After
all, God is omnipotent; therefore, He could have prevented
every hardship in our lives. The fact that He chose not to do so
is essential, and we can grow closer to Him by understanding
His reasons.
The truth is, no one has ever lived a life completely free
from pain, uncertainty, stress, trials, or temptation.
The Bible makes this point abundantly clear. Jesus, Moses,
Job, Peter, Paul, and all the heroes of Scripture at one time or
another underwent trying times of hardship and heartache.
Now, thousands of years later, God's servants are still experiencing challenging times. Therefore, we must learn how to
cope with these harsh seasons of life.
So, if with troubles are part of life, it is perfectly reasonable
to wonder where these trials originate. I can think of a few
sources.
First, a primary cause is our own bad decisions. God has
blessed us with free will so that we can make our own choices.
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Sometimes, I'm afraid, which leads me to make the wrong
choice, and when this happens, trouble usually follows.
Second, our hardships can arise from persecution by other
people. Indeed, this is an obstacle with which the early church
was familiar. Writing to the suﬀering Christians scattered
throughout the ancient world, Peter says, “But even if you should
suﬀer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. And do not fear
their intimidation, and do not be troubled” (1 Peter 3:14).
Third, our suﬀering is often merely the result of living in a
fallen world. Sin has so permeated the earth that God's original
concept of paradise seems impossible.
Fourth, many trials and temptations come straight from the
devil himself. Satan’s purpose is to draw us farther and farther
away from God, and he wants to achieve that goal in any way
possible.
Therefore, our Father will allow diﬃculties to enter our
lives for His purposes. Discovering the Lord's purpose for our
suﬀering can be a daunting task, but we need to examine what
the reason could be. The best starting point for understanding
the rationale behind our trials is to consider their source
prayerfully. Knowing where the problems originate enables us
to better work through them.
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THE TRUTH ABOUT TRIALS

The next time you feel tested, remember what the Bible says in
1 Chronicle 29:17, “I know, my God, that you test the heart and
are pleased with integrity.”
Trials are the process of proving the quality or worth of
something or someone. They are tests of your faith, patience, or
endurance through the process of suﬀering.
Everyone experiences trials. “Everyone who wants to live a
godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12).
Trials have a divine purpose. “Not only so, but we also glory in
our suﬀerings, because we know that suﬀering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not
put us to shame” (Romans 5:3–5).
Trials last only for a while. “For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all”
(2 Corinthians 4:17).
God is in control. “God ... will not let you be tempted beyond
what you can bear” (1 Corinthians 10:13).
Trials come with God’s grace for endurance. “My grace is
suﬃcient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” (2
Corinthians 12:9).
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Trials strengthen you in your weaknesses. I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in diﬃculties. For
when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:10).
“He has made everything beautiful in its time”
(Ecclesiastes 3:11).
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“Knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience” (James
1:3). Patience is one of the qualities that we all need. Within the
Christian's life, over time develops this and with maturity.
Within our patience, our souls have meaning, as well as
being. We come alive to God as we develop tolerance during
each trial. A seventh sense seems to be a part of our God's
design just for this purpose.
Christians seem to pray for patience as intuitively as birds
fly south for the winter. This much-needed patience helps
believers grow in their walk with God.
Another description of testing is the proving of our faith.
Do you say you believe God? Hey, big deal; the devil does too.
The proving of your faith is never really for God's benefit. God
knows the truth about the whole situation. He wants you
involved and moving toward His purpose.
We disappoint ourselves because we frequently think we
are further down the road than we are. "I thought I had
conquered that area." But here comes the situation all over
again. But you shouldn't feel condemned like you've let God
down, or you disappointed God. No, God knew all about the
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situation, and He allowed it for us to draw closer to Him. The
temptation is common to all men. Count it all joy because the
attraction is the testing of your faith, and this testing of your
faith develops patience.
Patience is a quality much needed. So often, our failure is in
waiting upon God. And that is true throughout the Bible. So
many within the Scriptures got into trouble because they didn't
wait upon God. They failed in the test of faith because of a lack
of patience.
Abraham later passed the test with Isaac; yet failed in his
birth. When God promised to give him a son, he wasn't patient.
Sarah finally came and said, oh, come on, Abraham, we are too
old, and it's not going to work. You take my handmaiden, and
you have a son by her. And when the child is born, I'll take it on
my lap, and it will be as my child. But I'm just not going to be
able to carry a child at my age. Their failure of faith was the fact
that they didn't wait upon God until God responded or
answered. The testing of our faith develops patience.
But, like Abraham, whenever we do not wait upon God, we
always create problems for ourselves. And so, it's vital that
when tested, we learn to wait upon God — knowing this, that
the trying of your faith works patience.

130

A PROMISE

“Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall
utterly fall: But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run,
and not be weary, and they shall walk, and not faint”… (Isaiah
40:28-31).
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A PRAYER

Dear Father, help me to forget the things behind me, give me
vision, let me dream, give me purpose. Let me mount up with
wings as eagles; may I run, and not be weary; and walk, and not
faint.
Help me to put oﬀ worrying—and put on the peace that
comes through trusting You. Help me bring my thoughts under
control by putting on the mind of Christ. In Jesus's
name-AMEN
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HOW TO EMBRACE THE TRIALS OF LIFE

"It is good for me that I was aﬄicted, that I may learn Your statutes."
(Psalm 119:71).

O

ne purpose of a trial is to know what is in your heart.
Not that God doesn't already know. The problem is, we
don't know what's in our hearts. We may think that we're okay
and we don't have a problem. Thus, God will allow a trial in our
life to show us what's really in our hearts.
The prophet Jeremiah reaﬃrms, “The heart is deceitful above
all things, and desperately wicked; Who can know it? I, the LORD,
search the heart, I test the mind.” (Jeremiah 17:9-10). God’s testing
helps us to understand ourselves and to know our limitations
and our weaknesses, so we will learn to trust in God and not in
ourselves.
During trials, it is challenging to realize that God will lead
us to step by step. There are so many things in our hearts that
God needs to deal with, but He cannot deal with them until
they surface, and testing will do that to allow us to see the
truth. We need to be humble. We cannot allow pride to rule in
our hearts. Pride will always keep us from seeing the truth
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about ourselves. Always remember that God hates the proud
(Proverbs 6:16-17). Pride is a great enemy to you. It will lie to you,
and it can destroy you. But "humble yourself in the sight of the
Lord, and He will lift you up" (James 4:10).
Every trial is intended to bring us closer to God, where we
learn to grow and where we see the power and the love of God
manifested. It's there where you come into a deeper relationship with God. James tells us to, “But let patience have its perfect
work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing”
(James 1:4).
Another purpose for trials is to mold us into the image of Jesus
Christ. They also bring you into maturity as you learn lessons
from trials. God would have us to grow up and become mature.
Patience is one of the main ways that produces wisdom and
maturity.
Jesus taught His disciples, and that includes us today, "Be ye
therefore perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect." That you
might be perfect means that you oﬀer your life as a sacrifice to
God. It also means that you might be mature, that you might
grow up, that you might fulfill God’s purpose.
This Word patience does not describe a passive waiting but
an active endurance. Perseverance is "the frame of mind which
endures." You don't become patient by trying to be patient. It
isn't something that we receive as a gift of the Holy Spirit. It is
something that God has chosen to develop in us through trials.
We don't like to hear that; we would rather have instant
patience. "Lord gives me patience, and I want it right now."
Believers do everything possible to avoid trials. We try to
avoid them like the plague. Interestingly, they are referred to by
Peter as being more precious than gold. There often comes a
time when we look back upon a trial and bless God for it,
rather than murmur to Him about it as we did before.
God's Word is full of instructions for us to follow. Whatever
we need in life, He has a promise it and a way for us to apply it
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to our life. Believers can count on God's grace and mercy in
everything that comes their way. “I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what that good and
acceptable and perfect will of God." (Romans 12:1-2)
What a glorious promise! How many times in coming to
God do we come based on this verse? We often don't know
what to do in a situation. There are so many things in life that
we don't know what the correct path is to take. We lack
wisdom. It's beautiful to be able to come to God and ask for
wisdom and realize that He will give to all believers freely. The
wisest thing that you can ever do is to seek the knowledge
of God.
James tells us, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God,
who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given
to him” (James 1:5).
Trials bring a necessary season to seek wisdom from God.
We often don't know how much we need understanding until
our time of diﬃculty. During a test we need to see if it is something God wants us to eliminate from our lives, is it a lesson we
need to apply to our lives, or is the devil attacking our faith in
God? Wisdom must discern between the three, perseverance to
get through it, and trust in God is knowing He is with us.
Wisdom is much more than knowledge, and believers need
to seek it with their whole heart. Knowledge is raw information, but wisdom knows how to use it. Someone once said that
“knowledge is the ability to take things apart, but wisdom is the
ability to put things together.”
“But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is
like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind” (James 1:6).
Sometimes we lack unwavering faith. We doubt that God
will work in us and help us through this trial. James tells us that
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we should ask in faith, nothing wavering. He tells us that
wavering hope is weak faith. Unwavering faith is sure and
founded on the promises of God.
Believers waver on many issues because they do not know
the will of the Lord on a specific matter. But we must remember
that our request for wisdom must be made like any other
request – in faith, without doubting God's ability or desire to
give us His knowledge.
We must come in faith and must ask in faith. We must pray
for God's guidance with no doubting. Scripture tells us the one
who doubts and lacks confidence should not expect to receive
anything from the Lord. This lack of faith and trust in God also
shows that we don’t have a strong enough foundation and will
cause us to be unstable in all our ways.
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TRIBULATIONS PRODUCE PATIENCE

Paul the Apostle gives us insight for our growth during trials,
"And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also, knowing that
tribulation worketh patience, and patience, experience and experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us"
(Romans 5:3-5).
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught us that: “Blessed
are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely,
for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward
in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you”
(Matthew 5:10-12 [NJKV]).
Once again, the Bible tells us to count it all joy when you
fall into diverse problems. We glory in tribulation because we
have learned that in every trial, there is an opportunity for God
to manifest Himself in our life. Therefore, it's best to wait on
the Lord.
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TRIBULATION WORKETH PATIENCE —
PATIENCE BRINGS EXPERIENCE

As we wait upon God, we experience the work of God. We see
God's work. We learn by experience that God does work in
every situation where we wait on Him. We experience that
work of God, and as we experience God's faithfulness in
working out our problems, it only then enhances our hope.
So, we glory in tribulation because we know there is
another opportunity for God to work in our lives, for us to
experience God's love and God's grace anew as He works in our
situation. As we see the work of God completed, our hope gets
stronger. God is faithful and will keep His Word. The Lord will
prove all that He promised.
Scripture encourages us to embrace trials because they
have a refining purpose. Believers draw closer to God,
becoming more obedient and mature during these seasons.
Let's look at how Peter response to trials. He tells us to be
happy and joyful during them, "Beloved think it not strange
concerning the fiery trials which are to try you, as though some
strange thing happened unto you. But rejoice, in as much as ye are
partakers of Christ's suﬀerings, that when his glory shall be revealed,
ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. If ye be reproached for the
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name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God
resteth upon you: on their part, he is evil spoken of, but on your part,
He is glorified" (1 Peter 4:12-14).
When many people in the world go through hardship, they
curse God, speaking evil of Him, but His own glorify Him. This
recognition doesn't always happen, but it should.
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GOD WILL DELIVER US IN HIS TIME

"There hath no temptation taken you, but such as is common to man:
but God is faithful, who will not suﬀer you to be tempted above that
ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape,
that ye may be able to bear it" (1 Corinthians 10:13).
For whatever causes my trials, the lessons learned through
experience strengthens the seat of my personality, will, and
purpose. The way of escape which God has provided adds
substance to my faith and builds a firmer foundation in my
inward man. The spiritual teachings behind every trial illuminate the foundation of my new life.
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TRIBULATIONS + PATIENCE +
EXPERIENCE = HOPE!

There is an unbroken line from tribulation to hope that brings
about maturity in our lives. One leads to another, and they all
accommodate and perfect each other.
When we take an area of our lives to the Cross, we enter the
fellowship of his suﬀering. When God works patience in us
through tribulations, we truly gain experience and hope.
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PATIENCE = EXPERIENCE

The suﬀering and experiences of our life benefit God's people,
as we saw with the trials of Mary and Joseph at the birth of
Christ.
The Word of God is full of mercy, "Blessed be God, even the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the father of mercies and the God of
all comfort who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be
able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we are comforted" (2 Corinthians 1:3-4).
Jesus went through temptations in all areas of life, such as
we, but without sin. He drew from these trials the experience
which allowed Him to comfort others going through such an
ordeal. "For we have not a high priest which cannot be touched with
the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted as we are,
yet without sin" (Hebrews 4:15).
Because Jesus endured, learned, and was victorious, He can
identify and comfort us. His experience positions Him to be of
value to us in our time of need. He indeed relates to us firsthand in every area He has experienced. For with every experience, He has received hope, and because of every victory, He
has life-changing eﬀects upon whom He consults.
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"Let us, therefore, come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need" (Hebrews
4:16). Likewise, we are ministers who can take our experience
and use it to bring into the counsel and comfort to others. The
lessons we learn can be shared with others as we enter deeper
into the fellowship of His suﬀering.
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FROM EXPERIENCE COMES HOPE

"Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen" (Hebrews 11:1).
Hope is unseen; it is yet future, such as hoping for eternal
life or even the end of a trial. Our faith is in Jesus, and He is the
substance (everything which goes into making our faith possible, as
well as our reason for belief and the answer to everything). And He
is all the things we hope for, (eternal life, deliverance, new bodies,
experience, rewards, etc.), which makes him the evidence of the
things not seen.
The spirit bears witness to this transformation as we reflect
His image. Our faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the
proving of things not seen.
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ALL THINGS BECOME POSSIBLE

"All things are possible through Christ who strengthens us." Here
lies our faith, for it is God which worketh in you both to will
and to do of his good pleasure, (Philippians. 2:13). By His grace
and faithfulness, we endure our trials patiently, which adds
character to our life and brings alive our soul unto God.
Believers will experience God's love and working in them as
they see the hope set before them in Christ Jesus. God has
promised to see us through anything that comes our way.
He's working in our new life (soul) has taught us through
experience that His Word is sure and true. Thus, increasing our
hope as we reflect upon God's past workings during our next
trial. Hence, our spiritual walk and future in Him look hopeful.
All the fears, doubts, flesh, and sin, which first plagued our
trial is de-throne, and the real inward man, the seat of our new
life, takes its rightful place.
"Rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing instant in
prayer" (Romans 12:12). "For ye have need of patience, that after ye
have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise" (Hebrews
10:36).
It is interesting to note this scripture in Hebrews that we
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first do the will of God, and then with patience, we wait to
receive the promise. So, in faith, we do the will of God by
believing He will perform, then with patience, we await the
sign of His working, which is our hope. It is through our
endurance and its fruit-bearing that makes alive our soul, our new
life unto God.
Our souls live and have substance through our patience, for
through our patience, we are spiritually alive in Christ and
await the promise of eternal life, which flesh, and blood cannot
inherit.
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THE RIGHT RESPONSE TO OUR TRIALS
AND TEMPTATIONS

Discerning the right response to trials is impossible without God’s
wisdom. Formulating your theories, making your guesses, and
imagining your reasons for hardships are worthless. Only
under the guidance of divine knowledge can you begin to see
through the tragedy, uncover God's purposes, and discern the
proper response. There are several rational responses to trying
times:
1. Believe that the Lord is in control of the timing and
intensity of the trial. It may last a day, week, year, or
decades. First, Peter 5:6-7 promises that if we put
ourselves under God’s authority, He will be faithful
to resolve our diﬃculties in His time. We may want
Him to act sooner, but only He knows the perfect
time to carry out His purposes.
2. We must recognize that God has a specific purpose for allowing
each trial in our lives. Because He is a loving Father, He will not
prevent every challenge. However, the Lord will always endow
His children with the power to overcome the obstacles. Equally
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important, He will use those hard times to shape us into the
mature believers He desires us to be.
3. We must acknowledge that each trial is designed to meet a
specific need that God sees in our lives. Frequently, we will not see
or understand that need until the test is over, and we have
gained some distance and perspective. Then, we can look back
and realize that there was a great lesson to be learned or an
error to be corrected. Because God has that perspective from
the outset, He can do whatever is necessary to correct the
problem.
4. Be convinced that the Lord will walk with us through each
step of our stormy times in life. There will never be a moment
when He is absent. Hebrews 13:5 states this plainly, “I will never
desert you, nor will I ever forsake you.” Christ’s presence provides
a continual refueling of our courage and patience. With Jesus at
our side, what could overtake us?
Glorious victory: Although these are all positive ways to
deal with hardships, there is one response we must never
forget. Recognizing that by God's grace and power, we will not
only survive, but we will genuinely conquer life's obstacles.
That is true wisdom.
Understanding the causes, purposes, and right responses to
adversity are vitally essential for us, but it should in no way
mask the pain that we rightfully feel during these times.
Instead, joy comes in honestly confessing the dire condition of
an unpleasant situation and yet praising God for the good that
He will bring our way.
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OUR RESPONSIBILITY
RELY — RESIST — REMOVE

RELY upon the power of the Holy Spirit within you to enable
you to resist the temptation. Otherwise, how could the apostle
Paul assure us, "For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are
not under the law, but under grace" (Romans 6:14).
RESIST the temptation by choosing to say "No!" to its
appeal. Overcoming temptation is always a decision we make.
It is a decision based on the wisdom of honestly evaluating the
destructive consequences of yielding to the temptation.
REMOVE yourself from the presence of the temptation, if
possible. Scripture cautions us to, "walk circumspectly, not as
fools but as wise" (Ephesians 5:15). Timothy did not say to look
the other way or contemplate your options, he said to leave in
haste: "Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love,
peace" (2 Timothy 2:22).
Throughout the Bible, we are urged: "to flee away, escape"
"to flee for refuge," "flee youthful lusts" (flee fornication, idolatry, evil doctrine, envy, strife, railings) and "the love of money"
to name a few. If we cannot do something in faith, then it is
a sin.
For the joy set before us - we endure suﬀering. Taking each
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part of our lives to the cross allows God to mature us as we live
out the resurrected life in His Son. For the joy set before us, we
endure the suﬀering of our trials as we joyfully wait upon the
Lord to produce the fruit of the test in our lives. Thus, this trial
is creating and increasing patience within our new resurrected
life. Therefore, we have entered the fellowship of His suﬀering.
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WHAT WE GAIN THROUGH TRIALS

We gain an understanding of how weak we are.
Trials allow God to bear fruit in our lives and for us
to give Him the glory.
We come to know and experience His faithfulness in
a more personal way as He delivers us.
We can comfort others going through what we have
gone through.
Most of all, our soul - our life - our inner man - our
personality - our spirit - all come alive to God
through the patience which trials produce.
Patience is something God is working in us, and it is glorious to
see this quality developed as a part of our Christian nature and
character.
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PROMISES

“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you” (James 4:7).
“Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because
greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world” (1 John 4:4).
“There hath no temptation taken you, but such as is common to man:
but God is faithful, who will not suﬀer you to be tempted above that
ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape,
that ye may be able to bear it” (1 Corinthians 10:13).
“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Philippians 4:13).
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A PRAYER
WHEN MAKING A DIFFICULT DECISION

Dear Lord, the decision I must make will aﬀect my life
profoundly, and that makes me tense. Calm my mind. Show me
what to do and how to do it. Help me listen to your answer and
know the answer when it comes. Above all, help me see that it
will happen. In Jesus' name. Amen.
God is our refuge and strength; a very present help in trouble. (Psalm
46:1)
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RESISTING TEMPTATION IS CRUCIAL TO
YOUR MATURITY
EMBRACE TRIALS WHILE RESISTING TEMPTATIONS

"Therefore, submit to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you."
(James 4:7).

N

“

O ROOM IN THE INN” has become a metaphor for just
about everything that goes wrong in our lives. Not that
we take the story of Mary and Joseph lightly, but we can see
their trials and hardships reflected in our situations. However,
take courage in the Lord, knowing that our tests will produce
patience and hope. God is faithful to His promises to be with
us, deliver us, and strengthen our walk with Him.
Knowing God’s ways are not our ways, yet His way will
always perfect us as we wait upon Him. The trying of our faith
is transforming us into the image of Christ. Whatever the tribulation we are going through, He has a divine plan for it and a
purpose for us to fulfill.
God has a promise we can count on whenever we feel that
there is “NO ROOM IN THE INN” for us. “Being confident of this
very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will
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perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). We need
to exercise faith in His preordained will and discipline
ourselves to wait on the Lord and develop patience while
waiting for His answers to our breakthroughs.
Embrace trials while resisting temptations because the
temptation to evil desires and to act on them is dangerous. James
tells us that the reason this is so is that it will lead to sin and
death: "But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his
lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth
sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death" (James 1:14-15).
Where there is sin, there is always the death of some kind.
We experience — the end to a relationship, our influence, our
intimacy with God. The equation is absolute but straightforward: temptation plus sin equals death. Is the gratification of
your fascination and evil desires worth what it will destroy?
Beware!
It is easy to become discouraged and tempted to give up and
give in when we continue to fail before the tempter. Our
continued failure is often, in part, the result of our misunderstandings about the nature of temptation. Our responsibility is
to control the things that dominate our thoughts. Christ was
tempted, but without sin.

163

THE MEANING OF TEMPTATION

Today the English noun temptation commonly means "enticement to sin." But the Greek word (peirasmos) can also mean
"test" or "trial" in the sense of adversity, as our English term also
did in earlier days.
A test or trial in the life of a believer usually involves some
form of an enticement to sin. For example, tested by painful
circumstances, the temptation to sin arises. Believers try
finding an easy but compromising way out and sometimes
doubting God's goodness, or even by leaving the faith altogether. The person who is tested by persecution, abuse, or
misunderstanding from others is tempted to sin by growing
bitter instead of forgiving. This connection probably accounts
for the double meaning of the Greek word in the first place.
Satan looks to entice us to disobey through lusts and temptations.
God seeks to draw us to obedience through love and deliverance.
“Satan is a deceiver, liar, and is roaming the earth seeking whom he
might devour” (1 Peter 5:8). Thankfully, "You are of God, little children, and have overcome them because He who is in you is greater
than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4).
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We are free moral agents, so the choice, along with the
consequences, is ours to make. We will reap what we sow.
DECIDE WISELY!
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HOW GOD CAN USE TEMPTATION

FIRST: Scripture shows us that God can use temptation to
reveal what is in our hearts. A lure can be used to test our character. The sight of Bathsheba tempted David to sin. (2 Samuel
11), he chose to commit adultery and murder, revealing the
extent to which lust ruled his heart. When such behavior manifested his character, the ugliness of what he saw there caused
him to repent, showing that within his heart lived a desire as
well to please God.
SECOND: A second purpose God can carry out through
temptation is to allow us a choice that clarifies significant
issues. The lure of Jesus in the wilderness carried out this
divine purpose. Satan enticed Jesus to use His power for selfpreservation or to bow down and worship him. In exchange for
earthly power and splendor, we recognize that these tests
pinpointed the ultimate issues involved in our Lord's mission
on earth. (Luke 4:5-8).
THIRD: God can work through the temptation to fortify
our will. The Apostle Paul told Timothy: "Train yourself to be
godly," comparing the process to physical training. Just as our
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physical muscles grow stronger through exercise, so also the
"muscle" of our will is strengthened by exercising doing right.
FORTH: Finally, God allows temptation so that we can
provide an example for others and a witness of God's grace
before His enemies. Perhaps the clearest biblical example of
this divine purpose is Job. Though Satan brought adversity on
Job in the hope that he would curse God to His face (Job 1:9-11),
he resisted that temptation. Instead, Job provided us with a
model to imitate, as in the phrase "the patience of Job."

168

WHAT WOULD JESUS DO?

Matthew gives an account of the Temptation of Jesus in the
wilderness. In using the Short cut lie, Satan's oﬀer was that he
would give Jesus all the kingdoms of the world if He would bow
down to him. Then Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan!
For it is written, 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him
only you shall serve'” (Matthew 4:10).
Jesus had come to save the world and to repurchase it from
the grip and control of Satan. But it would take a horrible death
on the Cross to accomplish that. Satan was essentially oﬀering
Jesus a shortcut. "You don't have to suﬀer and go to the cross just
compromise, and I'll give you everything right now," Jesus
responded in each case by quoting scripture and by resisting
the temptation. We cast the final vote to sin or not to sin. No
one can throw it for us-regardless of the pressures we may be
facing.
God does promise to deliver us when tempted. However, He
does not guarantee that we will no longer be part of our life.
Satan knows our areas of weakness. If we have fallen in one
area before, rest assured that he will come at us again from the
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same angle. Jesus encourages us: "Be thou faithful unto death,
and I will give thee a crown of life” (Revelation 2:10).
First, God always limits the power of every temptation so
that we can overcome it. Second, He still supplies a way to
escape through it. The Holy Spirit guides us through the trials;
not around or over them. He is on our team throughout every
test. The Lord doesn't lead us into temptations but will see us
through them as we trust Him to do so.
Temptation itself is not a sin. Keep in mind that we are not
responsible for what flashes through our minds. Our responsibility is to control the things that dominate our thoughts. Jesus
dealt with temptations in all areas of life, but without sin.
Just like feeling angry is not sin, but, if not dealt with, can
be a temptation that needs immediate attention. It is what you
do with that anger that counts. James reminds us: “But every
man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his lust, and enticed.
Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it
is finished, bringeth forth death” (James 1:14-15). What you do with
the temptation is what counts!
Surely, God was not disappointed during the temptations of
Christ in the wilderness. Point being, the attraction is not a sin
unless we embrace it. Surely, He was not disappointed during
the temptations Christ endured. We confuse how we feel with
how God thinks about us. The Bible assures us that God
rewards those who are tempted-if they persevere: James 1:12
"Blessed [is] the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried,
he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to
them that love him."
The Bible promises us that God rewards those who are
tempted-if they persevere. James assures us: "Blessed [is] the man
that endures temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the
crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him"
(James 1:12).
We all want certain things: we all want peace - an inner
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peace in our lives. We all desire fulfillment - we want our lives
to be worthwhile -we want to have a feeling of satisfaction and
accomplishment. God has laid out a path for us, and He has
said that the way to peace - the way to fulfillment - the way to
the resurrected life is the way of the Cross.
You must deny yourself - you must take up your Cross.
Someone said the Cross in your life is often where your will crosses
God's will. You must follow Jesus, and you must not let anything
stand in the way of following Him. Anything that would stand
in the way, you must deny yourself in that area of life. The Lord
will always put His finger on what it is in our life -that specific
thing that is keeping us from following Jesus Christ. He will use
the trials and temptations of life to allow us to be complete in
Him, wanting nothing.
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Our best example of how to resist temptation is how Jesus
endured the enemy. After fasting forty days and forty nights,
Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted
by the devil, and He answered every temptation of Satan with
the Word. David wrote, "Your word I have hidden in my heart that
I might not sin against You" (Psalm 119:11).
Strength in overcoming the wicked one comes through the
Word of God. And then, our victory is through prayer. Paul
says, “praying with all prayer and the Word along with supplication
in the Spirit…” (Ephesians 6:13-18). Again, the real power against
the enemy and the world is prayer and supplication (petition)
in the Spirit. As you stand in the name of Jesus, you will come
to know, through God's Word and in prayer, the power and the
victory over the temptation that is trying to pull you down into
a pit. James exhorts us, "Therefore, submit to God. Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you" (James 4:7).
The Three Lies That Did Not Stumble Jesus
THE PROVE IT LIE: Here in Matthew 4:1-11, we see the
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account of Jesus' temptation by Satan. The first temptation
from Satan suggested that "If you are the Son of God, command
that these stones become bread" (v.3). This lie was the temptation
to allow the flesh to rule over the Spirit.
But He answered and said, “It is written, “Man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of
God” (v.4).
THE “FOR IT IS WRITTEN” LIE: The second temptation
was when Satan took Him up to the pinnacle of the temple and
was told to throw Himself down and let the angels save Him.
Here Satan took a verse out of context and tried to get Jesus to
test God inappropriately.
Jesus said to him, “It is written again, 'You shall not tempt the
LORD your God” (v.7).
THE SHORT CUT LIE: The third temptation Satan oﬀered
was that he would give Jesus all the kingdoms of the world if He
would bow down to him.
Then Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall
serve'” (v.10).
Jesus refused the devil’s temptations because God sent Him
to fulfill His purpose. But it would take a horrible death on the
Cross to accomplish that. Satan was essentially oﬀering Jesus a
shortcut to fulfilling His mission. "You don't have to suﬀer and go to
the Cross, just compromise, and I'll give you everything right now,"
Jesus responded in each case resisting the temptation using the
Word of God. Jesus was to be obedient to God's will and buying
into Satan's short cut lie would defeat His plan of salvation.
Nothing but the Cross could save humanity. Short cut lies
present themselves to Believers in this world; however, ask:
"What would Jesus do?"
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HOW TO USE YOUR “FOR IT IS WRITTEN”
WEAPON
PRAYING AND SPEAKING SCRIPTURE ARE TWO OF YOUR
MOST POTENT WEAPONS.

Since we are to be doers of the Word and not hearers only,
now's a proper time to put into practice the teaching of Christ.
Let's not make the mistakes. Eve did in the Garden. Best to
respond to our temptations as Jesus did. Remember, we have
put on the mind of Christ, so we should think, act, and answer
the same way Jesus does.
The following are a few lies that we meet during our lifetime. I will start us oﬀ, but I encourage you to continue with
your list. Only you and God knows what temptations you face.
THE LIE: The devil tricked me, and so I did it.
IT IS WRITTEN: “Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and He will draw near
to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you
double-minded” (James 4:7-8).
IT IS WRITTEN: "You are of God, little children, and have overcome them because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the
world” (1 John 4:4).
IT IS WRITTEN: "We know that whoever is born of God does
not sin, but he who has been born of God keeps himself, and the
wicked one does not touch him” (1 John 5:18).
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IT IS WRITTEN: “Put on the whole armor of God, that you
may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil” (Ephesians 6:11).
THE LIE: I will never change.
IT IS WRITTEN: “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed
on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed;
And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free”
(John 8:31-32).
THE LIE: I don’t have the strength to do what is right.
IT IS WRITTEN: “I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13).
IT IS WRITTEN: “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge
Him, And He shall direct your paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6).
THE LIE: This trial will never end.
IT IS WRITTEN: “There has no temptation taken you, but such
as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suﬀer you to
be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also
make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it” (1 Corinthians
10:13).
IT IS WRITTEN: “In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a
little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that
the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold
that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise,
honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:6-7).
THE LIE: My friends are not going to influence me because
I'm strong enough to handle it.
IT IS WRITTEN: “He who walks with wise men will be wise,
but the companion of fools will be destroyed” (Proverbs 13:20).
IT IS WRITTEN: “For a righteous man may fall seven times
and rise again, but the wicked shall fall by calamity” (Proverbs
24:16).
THE LIE: I don’t have enough faith.
IT IS WRITTEN: “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God” (Romans 10:17).
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IT IS WRITTEN: “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the
sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the
race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God” (Hebrews 12:1-2).
IT IS WRITTEN: “REACHING forth unto those things which
are BEFORE, I PRESS TOWARD THE MARK FOR THE PRIZE
OF THE HIGH CALLING OF GOD IN CHRIST JESUS…,” (Philippians 3:7-14).
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PROMISES

“For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto
the glory of God by us. Now he which established us with you in
Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; Who hath also sealed us, and
given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts” (1 Corinthians 1:20-22).
“So, shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall
not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please,
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it” (Isaiah 55:11).
“Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs
of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath:
That by two immutable things, in which God couldn't lie, we might
have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon
the hope set before us" (Hebrews 6:17-18).
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A PRAYER

Lord, help me to learn this lesson – to know how weak I am,
and to say so, so that any good thing I do may reflect glory to
you. Teach me how to use Your Word and be like David – ready
to do battle in one moment and to sing Your praises in the next.
I oﬀer this prayer through Jesus Christ, and in His name. Amen.
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ENTER INTO THE FELLOWSHIP OF HIS
SUFFERING
WORSHIPING AT THE CROSS IS LIVING IN THE PAST

I

f you are still worshiping God at the foot of the Cross, you
are living in the past. Move beyond the Cross and live in the
power of His resurrection. We do this as we enter the fellowship of His suﬀering. The Cross was the tool God used to
prepare the way of salvation. We must also believe that God
raised Jesus from the dead because this is where the power of
God enters our lives. We died at the Cross to our old life. We
begin our new life in the resurrected power of the Holy Spirit.
As we live the resurrected life, we enter the fellowship of Jesus'
suﬀering. Thus, preparing us for trials and the spiritual battles
we will fight.
It is through the fellowship of His suﬀering we grow in
faith. And as we look to Jesus, the author, and finisher of our
faith, all things are possible. “Wherefore seeing we also are
compassed [surrounded] about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us,
and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking
unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that
was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrew 12:1-2).
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The writer of Hebrews likened the Christian life to running
in the Olympics. We that run in a race should put everything
we've got into winning. Let's note that we are not running a
human race where only one receives the prize. Our competition
is spiritual, and we’re running ours alone. Of course, we have
God running alongside us.
You're not trying to beat other believers over the finish line.
The only competitor is you, and the competition is the weights
and the sins that might stumble your life oﬀ course. Lay aside
the old life, sin not, resist the devil and let God be your running
track. Stay focused on Jesus and keep within your line.
When taking part in sports activities, it is incredible what
people are willing to go through for a corruptible crown. How
much more should we be ready to live a disciplined life for the
incorruptible crown awaiting us at our finished line?
Paul declared of himself that he had fought a good fight, he
had finished his race and was now looking to standing before
the Judge, to receive his reward, the crown of righteousness which
the Lord our righteous Judge shall give not only to him but to
all who loves His appearing.
The necessity of laying aside every weight and running with
patience is critical to our success. If we are to win this race, we
must not only put aside every pressure, but we must keep our
eye on the goal - Jesus. He is your focused target in the race.
To the Philippians, Paul spoke of pressing toward the mark
and pressing toward the goal. Since so great a cloud of
witnesses surrounds us, we should look at their life of faith and
accomplishments through faith. They witness to us of what
hope can do when we exercise it in our own lives. Their lives
bear witness to us of the value of walking with God.
We continuously try to assemble the Christmas toys for our
children, avoiding reading the instruction manual at all costs.
When all else fails, we turn to our last resort and open the
manual supplied us. Once we begin to follow the instructions,
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our project takes shape. We thus understand why they came
with our purchase.
This scenario plays out throughout our entire life, especially when it comes to our walk with God. Our prayer life
doesn't fare much better. We develop a plan for our life and
then ask God to bless it. A fiery trial comes our way, and we
seek every solution known to man before we commit it to
prayer. When we finally in faith, turn it over to God in prayer,
we receive the answers, help, strength, and patience to endure
the trials of life.
Jesus is the author of our faith. He is the one who has
planted faith in our hearts, and He is also the finisher of our
faith. “Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a
good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ”
(Philippians 1:6).
God will perfect that which concerns us. So, having begun,
He continues His work in our lives. He's the author, the finisher,
the beginning, the end. He said, "I am the Alpha and the
Omega; the beginning and the end…" (Revelation 1:8, 1:11, 21:6,
22:13). He is the finisher of everything.
Jesus is our example as we run the race. There are going to
be hardships along the way. God doesn't promise us a comfortable life. "In this world," Jesus said, "you will have tribulation, but
be of good cheer; I have overcome the world" (John 16:33). In
running the race, the prize of winning is the incentive, the glory
that comes to the victor, the joy of victory. In Christ's case, it
was the joy of being able to bring to us victory over sin,
freedom from sin, the forgiveness of sin, the pleasure of being
able to redeem us from our lost condition.
He endured the Cross; likewise, we to bear our Cross, so
pick it up daily and seek God. There is tremendous joy in
knowing I'm doing what God wants me to do. My life is in
harmony with the eternal plan of God.
The first fruit of Jesus’ suﬀering was the thief who believed
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in Him during the crucifixion, and as a result, he entered
paradise with his Lord and Savior. Paul wrote, "That I may know
him and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his
suﬀerings, being made conformable unto his death" (Philippians
3:10). Christ died for precisely this, our eternal redemption
through the power of His Cross and resurrection. "And Jesus
said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, today shalt thou be with
me in paradise…," (Luke 23:39-43). This thief was the first saved
in Christ. He entered heaven along with Jesus, his Lord, and
Savior. “We are confident, I say, and willing rather be absent from
the body, and to be present with the Lord" (2 Corinthians 5:8).
Therefore, the hope of eternal life is one reason we are
running the race and what we want. However, we are currently
living in this mortal body, and this body is our temporary
home. We are absent from dwelling there in the kingdom of
God due to this natural condition. Only death can release our
Spirit from this body that it might move into the new house,
the building of God, where there we will dwell with the Lord
forever.
You remember, in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus was
praying, "Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but thy will be done" (Matthew 26:39). He was
asking God that if it is possible, can we take an alternate
course? If by being religious, kind, sincere, or by anything; let
this cup pass from Me. However, Jesus drank the cup. He
endured the Cross, though He despised the shame. And He
now sits at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:2)
The only way to salvation is the Cross of Jesus. “Neither is
there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
Jesus suﬀered in this world. When we think of Jesus, we
usually consider the fact that He is righteous, holy, loving, and
kind. But here is something else to know about this person of
the Trinity: He is the God who has suﬀered. We don’t tend to
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think that a perfect Creator would experience such a human
trait as human pain and suﬀering. After all, why would you
suﬀer if you did not have to? "But for the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, despising the shame and is set down at the
right hand of the throne of God" (Hebrews 12:26).
But Jesus has suﬀered, and more deeply than any of us
could ever imagine. “Our God is a suﬀering God.” Isaiah
describes what Jesus (who is God) went through at Calvary, “He
is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised,
and we esteemed him not. Surely, he hath borne our griefs, and
carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God,
and aﬄicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, and he was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon
him, and with his stripes, we are healed” (Isaiah 53:3–5). LOVE
HURTS! You are not alone in your suﬀering today. Jesus walked
in your shoes, and He is here for you right now to CALL
ON HIM.
The birth and life of Jesus are primarily about God's unconditional love for the world. Although Jesus taught and healed
people, that wasn’t His primary purpose for coming to earth.
He specifically came as the Lamb of God to give Himself up for
us (John 1:29). Christ had to take human form, so He could one
day bear our sins and die on the Cross, “Because He paid the full
penalty for our transgressions, we can be forgiven and live forever
with Him” (1 Peter 2:24).
Having experienced the trials of life, Himself helps Him to
have empathy toward us during our seasons of hardship and
suﬀering. He will never say, "I feel your pain, I understand,
hang in there, and I will pray about it." He will always take the
time to comfort us, listen to us and intercede for us. Jesus is our
High Priest, Inviting Us to Come Boldly to the Throne of Grace.
We have in Christ, a glorious high priest. He has passed into
heaven to make intercession for us. He is a sympathetic high
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priest and understands our weakness. Becoming a man, He
experienced our temptations and knew our problems. Oh,
what a glorious high priest we have!
So, we approach God based on His grace and mercy
towards us, not based on our works and our deserving
anything. And because we approach God according to His
goodness and His beauty towards us, we can come boldly, and
we can always receive the help that we need. We can find grace
to help us in the time of our trial because we're coming based
on God's invitation to us as His child. We can approach God
based on our goodness, our eﬀorts, our works, or based on the
finished work of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Our choice is critical.
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HOW TO LIVE IN THE POWER OF HIS
RESURRECTION
THE RESURRECTED LIFE ALWAYS FOLLOWS THE CRUCIFIED
LIFE

The power of the resurrection follows the fellowship of His
suﬀering and the Cross. The Cross of Christ proves the length
to which God is willing to go in redemption. God will not
redeem men except on terms which leave them, men. He will
not do away with their power of free choice. God will always
honor your free choice, so choose wisely.
Yes, I want to know the power of the resurrection, but if I
am to experience that, I have got to, first, experience the fellowship of the suﬀering, the death on the Cross, the death to my
old self, my old nature. “Being made conformable unto his death; if
by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead”
(Philippians 3:10-11).
But how can you reach the resurrection of the dead unless
you, first, have died? You see, Jesus could not experience the
power of the resurrection until after the Cross. The Cross was
essential and necessary for Him to experience the power of the
resurrection. So, it is valid with us, and now I can experience
the power of His resurrection and my transformed life.
Paul’s teaching in Philippians 3:7-14 gives us great insight as
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to how to live the resurrected life and how to press on in Christ
Jesus.
That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection
(Philippians 3:10), we all should want to know Him in the power
of His resurrection. And more fully, "the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ." To know HIM is more than merely to see
a doctrine about Him. Believers come not only to redemption
but to the Redeemer Himself.
That I may know him—in truth and righteousness and the
power of His resurrection, being justification through faith in
the work of the Cross and raised spiritually with Him. By our
identification with Him in this, as in all the acts of His
redeeming work for us. The power of the Divine Spirit, which
raised Him from literal death, is the same, which raises
believers from spiritual death now and shall raise their bodies
from literal death hereafter.
Paul moves on to the fellowship of his suﬀerings (Philippians 3:10). I like power, but I don't like misery. If Jesus suﬀered
for us, we should suﬀer for Him. All true believers will enter
the fellowship of His suﬀerings, for this strengthens our faith
and produces maturity in our new life. The lessons we learn
will prepare us for any trial we might face.
Partaking in the fellowship of His suﬀerings—becomes our
identification with Him. He bore all our suﬀerings, so we take
part in His. It is part of God’s will for our lives to purify and
mature us for His glory.
Our flesh always rebels against suﬀering. We like the power,
but we don't like pain. We don't even like it when someone we
love is suﬀering through a trial. The disciples found it diﬃcult
to handle this truth when Jesus started talking about the
suﬀering that He was to experience. Peter cried out, "Lord, be
that far from thee." And Jesus said, "Get thee behind me, Satan, you
oﬀend me.... "(Matthew 16:23-24).
It was the natural cry of man, "Spare yourself from suﬀer190

How to Live in the Power of His Resurrection

ing." But Paul is willing to follow Jesus to the Cross. "I want to
know him; I want to know him completely." Yes, the power of the
resurrection, but you can never know the power until you have,
first, known the Cross.
Paul's goal in running and winning his race is threefold:
1. That he might be found in Jesus Christ: Not having his
righteousness, the self-righteousness that comes by keeping the
law. But the righteousness that is imputed by God because of
his faith in Jesus Christ.
2. That he might know Christ, through the power of His
resurrection and the fellowship of His suﬀering. Thus,
becoming like Him in His death.
3. To apprehend that for which he was apprehended: Paul
was aware that God had a purpose for his life, and he wanted to
fulfill it. God has a purpose for each of our lives, and our goal
should be to carry out that purpose for which we were
apprehended.
We must keep our focus on Jesus Christ and His purpose
for our lives. Jesus was talking to Peter about how he was to die
for Christ, turning toward John, he asked: "But what about
him?" Jesus, as much as said, "That's none of your business, you
just stay focused on Me." Many times, we, like Peter, are saying,
"But what about him?" Jesus would urge us to focus upon Him
and run our race in faith and the power of the Holy Spirit.
Let Jesus be your life coach. The one who created the
universe and held it together. The one who always was always
is, and always will be. Christ is the Alpha and the Omega, the
author, and the finisher of our faith.
Paul said, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course,
I have kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at
that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his
appearing” (2 Timothy 4:7).
God has given every man a measure of faith. The faith that
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we have in our heart is a gift of God. Paul said, "By grace are you
saved through faith, and that not of yourself; it's a gift of God. Not of
works lest any man should boast" (Ephesians 2:8). Our salvation,
the faith by which we believe, is God's gift. In I Corinthians 12,
Paul lists faith as one of the gifts of the Spirit.
Scripture portrays the Christian life as a walk. It speaks of
walking in the Spirit, walking in the flesh, walking in Light,
walking in Darkness, walking in love, and walking in the truth.
The Lord made a bold statement about faith, “Jesus answered
and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt
not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if
ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast
into the sea; it shall be done. And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask
in prayer, believing, ye shall receive” (Matthew 21:21-22).
Many believers have never experienced the power of the
risen life. They have stayed away from the fellowship of the
suﬀering and crucified life. I want to hold on to the things of
the flesh. I don't want to see it nailed to the Cross. But you will
never know the life of the resurrected Christ until you have
experienced the fellowship of the suﬀerings.
Some believers feel they have reached, or they have
achieved their spiritual walk. But Paul, the apostle said, "Look, I
don't consider that I have attained; I don't look at myself as
being perfect, the work of the Lord is not yet complete in me."
Conforming to the likeness of His death," namely, by
degrading of the bodily self." Thus, it ensures the believer to be,
"accounted worthy to obtain the resurrection from the dead…" (Luke
20:35). And, "The resurrection of the just…" (Luke 14:14). When
the Lord apprehended us, He did so with grace and mercy. He
said, "I have chosen you and ordained you that you should be my
disciple…" (John 15:16) so, we turn to follow Him in faith.
The race we are running, winning the crown of victory, my
course completed, and perfection reached. When we are looking
up in Jesus' face, just overwhelmed by His glory and love, we
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will say, "I finally have apprehended that for which I was apprehended. The Lord intended for me, to be with Him in His kingdom, to share with Him His glory.
Paul knows where the finish line is, how to reach it, and
what prize awaits him. Therefore, he has a plan to win, “but this
one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians
3:13-14).
Looking back is sure to end in going back! The story of Lot's
wife tells us what happens when we take our eyes oﬀ the prize.
God's Word to us is as it was to Israel, "Speak unto the children
of Israel that they go forward" (Exodus 14:15). The Bible is our
landmark to show us whether we are progressing or backsliding.
Remember, before His resurrection, Jesus first endured the
Cross. The resurrected life always follows the crucified life. The
power of the resurrection follows the fellowship of the
suﬀering by way of the Cross. And so yes, I want to know the
power of the resurrection. But if I am to experience that, I first
must experience the fellowship of the suﬀering, the death on
the Cross, the death to my old self, my old nature.
You will never know the life of the resurrected Christ until
you have experienced the fellowship of His suﬀerings. It is all
part of following Jesus and being in Christ. As the children of
God; we get to be part of the family of pain: "If children, then
heirs – heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ, if indeed we suﬀer for
Him, that we may also be glorified together” (Romans 8:17).
Being in Christ is conforming to His death to reach His
resurrected life. Christians called according to His purpose will
find it a necessary path to maturity, this resurrection life right
now, and the ultimate resurrection from the dead. The
suﬀering is worth it, considering the greatness of the goal of
transformation from the dead, Eternal Life!
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“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
Knowing our identity "in Christ" and inheriting eternal life
should be reward enough. Again, the question is, “WHAT’S IN
IT FOR ME?” Once you are FREE FROM, you are FREE TO BE.
Free to become, to do, to achieve, to fulfill GOD’S great purpose
in your life, and to walk in obedience. If you are going to reach
your potential through freedom in Jesus Christ, you must first
recognize your need to be set free.
To be free, you must have a sense of belonging, a sense of
worthiness, and a sense of competence found only in Christ.
Therefore, our position in Jesus Christ is unchanging, eternal,
unalterable, and a work of grace.
The truth about your freedom in Jesus Christ is based on
fact, not feeling. You have a relationship with Him, you are His
workmanship, and redemption is your eternal possession.
The truth that sets you free arises from your knowledge of
your position, personage, and possessions in Christ.
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Your position tells you that you belong to Christ,
which ends insecurity.
Your personage is who you are in Christ, which ends
inferiority.
Your Possessions tell you what you have in Christ,
which ends inadequacy.
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A PROMISE

“Then said Jesus unto them, when ye have lifted up the Son of man,
then shall ye know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but
as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things. And he that sent
me is with me: The Father hath not left me alone; for I do always
those things that please him. As he spake these words, many believed
on him. Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, if ye
continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:28-32).
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A PRAYER

Dear Lord, I am grateful that You have made a way for me to
move from death to life. Remind me that this is a gift of Your
grace, and not a result of anything I have done, or can do. Keep
me aware that the "old man" in me will always seek to draw me
back to that way of death. I pray these things in the gracious
name of Jesus, amen.
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GOD IS THE PROMISE-KEEPER
YOU CAN BET YOUR LIFE ON IT!

“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the
glory of God through us” (2 Corinthians 1:20).

H

ave you ever argued with God knowing you will never
win? Or making promises in the Spirit that your flesh
refuses to fulfill? Well, a crazy thing happened on the way to
eternity. I lost an argument with God. Can you believe that?
There I was in the back of my semitrailer, making a delivery,
and arguing with God. Attempting to negotiate terms with Him
knowing quite well, He doesn't play that game.
I was trying to negotiate the terms of dating my checkout
girl at the grocery store. I had been going there buying one item
at a time to talk to her. Never having the nerve to ask her out, I
just kept going in, hoping God would open the door. He might
give me the backbone to pursue this desire. I tried bargaining
with Him explaining how great of an addition she would be to
His kingdom, and I would help bring this about for Him.
The argument with God in my semitrailer had us both
standing our ground. Telling Him, I was going to ask her out
the next time I went shopping, and God was saying absolutely,
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NOT! As we went around and around, I stepped oﬀ the back of
my trailer, landing on my back. Looking up to heaven, I heard
His still small voice saying, “Do I have your attention now?” He
did; however, there are diﬀerences between hearing, listening,
and doing.
Many times, my flesh pondered, "how can I live for the Lord
and still get my way?" Short answer, I can’t! Nevertheless, I still
disobeyed Him by going to see her, and this time, I would ask
her out.
Upon my next visit, she was so excited to see me, which
encouraged me to ask the question. Though her delight was
not because of me, it was her last day at work. She was moving
back east and just wanted to say goodbye. So much for our
future together. God decided that if I would not listen and obey
Him concerning this temptation, He'd remove it from my life.
His ways are not our ways, and the sooner we surrender to
God's will, the easier and quicker it is to receive the right
promise.
In contrast, back in 1976, a friend invited my girlfriend and
me to attend a spiritual revival. She didn't know the Lord, but
she was looking for Him, and her excitement melted my heart.
Even though I was still hiding from God and my heart just
wasn't ready to surrender, we attended.
Talk about a spiritual jamboree! With thousands of people,
TV news crews, and the Holy Spirit moving, we took our seats.
The stage was jamming with believer after believer being slainin-the Spirit, prophecy spoken, and an audience full of
enthusiasm.
I'm not proud of this part of my story. However, full disclosure would have me share this story to show how ridiculous
and deprived my thinking had become. With the Holy Spirit
descending on the crowd and nudging me to go forward, I told
my girlfriend I'd be right back.
The walk to the stage was long enough to have another
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argument with God. I needed to repent, but my hair brain idea
was to stop smoking. I needed deliverance from my sins and
not just my bad habit. This argument sounds a lot like my
freedom from jail issues.
Arriving on the stage, a pastor stuck a microphone in my
face and asked me one question. "Son, do you know Jesus
Christ as your personal Lord and Savior?" My reply was one
word, “OOPS!” That microphone was very loud. A couple of
pastors gathered around me, prophesying over me, praying and
laying hands on me.
As the crowd began praising the Lord and praying me into
the kingdom, I found myself handing them my pack of cigarettes. As they tossed them aside, it was decision time. So
embarrassing, such a disappointment in myself, I just wanted
to flee. But the show must go on.
Anticipating my slain in the spirit descent, looking over my
shoulder for the safety net, I went down. Now my dilemma was
not knowing how long I should remain slain. So much stress, I
just wanted a cigarette. Picking myself up, heading for the
parking lot to have someone give me a smoke.
Once outside, people recognized me being the one that gave
my habit to God. Feeling like Peter denying Jesus, I quickly
inhaled and rushed back to my seat. To my delightful surprise,
my girlfriend was on stage, receiving Jesus Christ as her Savior.
There you have it; He had a plan for her and worked through
my foolishness to fulfill His will.
On the ride home, I explained to her the importance of the
decision she had made. How much God loves her and how
perfect His plan is for her. I then shared the following Scripture: “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what
communion hath light with darkness?” (2 Corinthians 6:14).
The word confused would be an understatement. I went on
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to explain why God would have me break up with her. Telling
that since she was born-again, and I was still living in sin, it
would be in her best interest to concentrate on her new life
with Christ. Even though I was far away from my Lord, I had
enough conviction not to hinder a child of God.
How could I obey God in my backslidden state but disobey
when I was seeking Him with my whole heart? I'm sure it has
much to do about listening. God chastens us because He loves
us and wants us to return to our first love. God will work
through us for His glory, no matter the condition of our hearts.
The scriptures are full of examples of how He used evil and
sinful men for His Purpose.
Often God has tried to speak to me through a still small
voice, and I didn’t listen. Such the case with my argument with
Him in the back of my trailer. Subsequently, He brought the
hammer down on me to get my attention. All because His whispering didn’t penetrate my heart.
Sometimes God speaks through earthquakes, wind, and
fire. We remember those times and expect Him to always talk
in those ways. But most generally, when God speaks to us, He
speaks in a still small voice. If we are spiritually sensitive, our
hearts will hear the voice of God.
Concerning my crush on my check out girl. Some plant,
some water but it is God that gives the increase. We are to
testify of the salvation in Christ and let the Holy Spirit draw
them to God. We cannot save anyone no matter what our
motive is, good or bad. Until a person is ready, no amount of
argument or desire from us will convince them you are right.
We cannot push anyone into the kingdom. Only the conviction
and drawing of the Holy Spirit will achieve this. Additionally,
God has no desire to answer our requests so that we can
consume it upon our flesh.
By not being silent, we often miss the voice of God because
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we are expecting Him to speak in some great thunderous tone.
We need to get our hearts quiet before God. We must believe
the still small voice of God within guides us assures us of His
love and assures us of His Purpose. It's that even faint voice
within needing our attention and obedience. Then we will
receive the strength and help from God when He speaks to us.
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GOD THE KEEPER OF HIS PROMISES

Understanding God’s promises are vital for every trial and
temptation we face in life. There are promises to deliver us
from them, to help guide us through them and teach us spiritual lessons to mature us. There are over 3,000 promises in the
Bible. Jesus promises us that He will be with us even to the
world's end. God promises to only give good things to us. God
promises us eternal life if we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.
There are many, many other promises awaiting your response.
There are two Principles we need to learn about God’s
Promises. 1) We must understand that "God's past promises/workings meet our present response." 2) And, "Faith is believing God's
Word and acting upon it."
For example, we have a promise that if we believe in Jesus
Christ and are born again, we will receive eternal life. Therefore, applying the Principle in faith brings the blessing.
Without these two Principles, the Process of Transforming us
into the Image of Christ will not take root to change our lives.
We first believe in faith that God will fulfill His promise,
and then we apply the Principles of teaching by doing those
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things that prove we accept and love God. You say you have faith
then prove it.
James exhorts to practice what we preach, “But be doers of
the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is
a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his
natural face in a mirror; for he observes himself, goes away, and
immediately forgets what kind of man he was” (James 1:22-24).
A promise is only as reliable as the one who makes it. When
God makes a promise, He will keep it, and you can believe it to
be true. Numbers 23:19 states, “God is not a man, that He should
lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent. Has He said, and will
He not do? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?”
Because some circumstances are beyond our control, we
can’t always keep our promises, but the Sovereign Lord of the
Universe always fulfills His Word. To understand how important, the Lord's faithfulness is, we must recognize that the
Christian life is dependent upon His promises.
For example, the only reason we're certain we have Eternal
Life, a home in heaven, and resurrected bodies awaiting us, is
because Jesus guaranteed these things to His followers. God's
promises saturate Scripture, but the most important thing to
remember is not how many there are, but the fact that God
keeps every single one. We must understand just how able and
powerful He is.
God has made many promises that He intends to keep.
They are not without action on our part. He promises to bless
us, assuming we meet His conditions. Those looking to use any
guarantee should be seeking Him, walking with Him, living in
Him, and obeying Him.
The reason God can Keep His promises because He made
them and created the path to their fulfillment. God says, if you
faithfully believe and apply my promises, I will fulfill them
because I’ve already prepaid the way beforehand.
Paraphrased, God is saying, “if you do this, I will do that
206

God The Keeper Of His Promises

because I have already done this." Thus, His preordained plan for
us included His Promises. A promise is a verbal or written
commitment to perform a specific act or to refrain from doing
something. Therefore, a divine oath is God's assurance that He
will do what He says.
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UNCONDITIONAL. This type is a commitment made without
exceptions. The Lord's covenant with Abraham is an excellent
example of this (Genesis 12:1-3). God committed to make him a
great nation and bless all the families of the earth through him.
As his descendant, Jesus Christ fulfilled this blessed promise
because salvation is available to everyone who believes in Him.
CONDITIONAL. This type of promise is subject to specific
mandates. For example, the condition of salvation relies upon
faith in Christ. Although God makes both kinds in Scripture,
we can only make or receive conditional ones because we can’t
control every circumstance.
It is not enough to read a promise, claim it, and expect God
to apply it in your life. Promises are not God's “Blab It and Grab
It Doctrine”! Furthermore, we can't just “Name It and Claim It."
With every promise comes conditions, we as believers must
apply, or they don't work.
God, in His wisdom, has supplied us instructions to follow
when looking to apply any of His promises. God has promised
many glorious things for those living by faith in His Son. God's
great love has provided us a way to reunite with Him and live
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the life he planned for us from the beginning. The promise to
send His Son to die on the Cross for us is glorious!
All His commandments, rules, and advice are for our
protection. Violating any of God's commandments or His information violates His Principles of life! So, God’s Processes are
the glue that holds together His Promises and Principles. Thus,
producing His perfect will and purpose in our lives.
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READ THE COMPLETE SCRIPTURE AND
ADHERE TO THE WHOLE PROMISE

The most memorized, quoted, misused, and neglected verse in
all the Bible is John 3:16. “For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life.”
We are quick to bypass promises or to run with them,
taking them out of context. In many cases, we neglect to read
the complete Scripture, missing the consequences of not
adhering to what God has conveyed. If we read past John 3:16 to
verse 19, we understand that God made a promise with implications for those not using this life-saving promise.
Reading on, John 3:17-19, “For God did not send His Son into the
world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might
be saved.”
"He who believes in Him is not condemned, but he who does not
believe is condemned already because he has not believed in the name
of the only begotten Son of God."
"And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the
world, and men loved darkness rather than light because their deeds
were evil."
Reading and understanding the full context of Scripture is
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the only way it applies to our lives. Although given freely, we
need to perform our part to obtain the promise. Timothy points
out one benefit of God’s Word, “Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15).
God has not given us His Word to hop skip and jump
around to see if something skips oﬀ the page at us that will
support our preconceived ideas. This method will never satisfy
God’s desire for us in any situation.
If the only approach you take in discovering God's Will is
opening the Bible and pointing your finger at a Scripture, you
are deceiving yourself. Life consists of many decisions,
combined with some skills. If you know the rules, the principles,
and the strategies, you will be successful on earth, pleasing to
God, performing His will and living throughout all eternity in
heaven. AMEN and AMEN!
WARNING: For unbelievers, the promises they should be
looking for are the ones leading to salvation. John 3:16 will bless
them eternally if they believe and receive this gift in faith.
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Because the Lord is adequate and faithful, we have a perfect
assurance that He will keep His promises. However, we must
position ourselves to receive what He wants to provide. Peter
gives us great advice, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts:
and be ready always to answer every man that asketh you a reason
of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear" (1 Peter 3:15).
OBEY GOD: Throughout the Old Testament, the Lord
issued covenants conditioned upon obedience (Deuteronomy
28). If we’ve asked God for something and He hasn’t yet
provided it, we need to search our hearts to see if we’ve did not
obey Him in some area. Did we miss the Principle? Maybe God
wants us to wait, or we don't need it in God's Eternal Plan
for us.
BELIEVE THE LORD: Faith is an indispensable requirement. Always ask yourself if you sincerely trust Him to fulfill
His Word. If you lack faith, ask God to increase your confidence. Remember, you can improve your loyalty, "So then faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans
10:17).
APPLY THE PROMISE: When we believe the Lord will do
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what He says, we can confidently receive and apply the promise
for ourselves. But if we have doubts, feel concerned and
worried even after praying about it, this will hinder our prayer
requests.
God is faithful – you can bet your life upon it!
Many people are close to receiving God's best, yet they can't
get over the obstacle of unbelief. They know the Lord fulfilled
promises in the past but doubt He will do the same for them.
We should make it our goal to confidently say, "God said it, I
believe it, and that settles it!" Then we'll have the confidence to
live fruitful, abundant lives knowing that God is committed to
doing what's best for us.
If We Can Completely Believe Some of God’s Promises, Why
Do We Have Diﬃculty Believing All?
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“For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto
the glory of God by us. Now he which established us with you in
Christ, and hath anointed us, is God; Who hath also sealed us, and
given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts” (1 Corinthians 1:20-22).
“So, shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not
return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and
it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it” (Isaiah 55:11).
“Wherein God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of
promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath:
That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to
lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to
lay hold upon the hope set before us” (Hebrews 6:17-18).
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A PRAYER

Dear Father, thank you for being the promise keeper. May I
receive in faith the promises about my life and Your Purpose for
me. Increase my knowledge of Your Word and teach me how to
apply the signs according to Your will. May I always obey your
commands and seek you daily. Might I grow in faith and always
be ready to share the gospel of salvation with ones you send my
way. In Jesus' name, Amen and Amen.
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LEARN HOW TO SOW IN GOOD SOIL
A PARABLE IS AN EARTHLY STORY CONTAINING A
HEAVENLY MEANING

It has applications for us today on earth and in eternity to come.

L

ET’S REVIEW: The Word of God is a book of answers
and not a book of perpetual puzzles. The BIBLE was
written over 1,600 years, by 40 diﬀerent authors, on three continents, in 3 languages, on 100's of subjects, with COMPLETE
HARMONY, without CONTRADICTION! The SCRIPTURES
have one Central Storyline, GOD’S REDEMPTION OF
MANKIND THROUGH JESUS CHRIST (HIS SON) THE
WORD OF GOD.
Some people understand and believe His Word, while
others refuse to hear it all together. When His disciples asked
why He spoke to the crowd in parables, Jesus answered,
"Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of
heaven, but to them, it is not given" (Matthew 13:11). The inability
to understand the things of God is not due to a lack of clarity or
precise instructions laid out in His Word. But instead a sign of
reprobation. People choose not to hear the things of God. Since
they do not want to keep God in their knowledge, He will give
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them over to a reprobate (depraved) mind. (Romans 1:28). So
once again, we will reap what we sow. "If we sow to the flesh, we
will reap corruption, but if we sow to the Spirit, we shall of the
Spirit reap life everlasting…" (Galatians 6:8).
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A PARABLE

Jesus taught many valuable lessons through parables but,
before we look at this parable, let's first explain what a parable
is. The Word parable in the Greek is (parabola), which signifies
placing beside or together, to make a comparison. A parable is,
therefore, literally a story, an illustration of one subject by
another. Parables generally teach one pivotal point or principle.
The parables of Jesus are unique in approach and eﬀectiveness, because they reflect everyday experiences of people, with
emotional endings that bring the message home powerfully.
People listened with astonishment and searched for spiritual
answers with life-changing applications. Emphasis placed at
the end of the story – making a definite conclusion that led the
listener to accept the message as Jesus taught these stories.
Parables hold the “mysteries of the kingdom of heaven”
(Matthew 13:11), as well as "things which had been kept secret
from the foundation of the world" (Matthew 13:35). The beautiful Gospel of Christ has revealed these mysteries and secret
things to believers.
The Apostle Paul was writing to Roman Saints, who were
causing divisions in the church. He was urging them to be wise
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and continue in prayer. Paul shares a promise: "Now to him that
is of power to establish you according to my Gospel, and the
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery,
which was kept secret since the world began, but now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the
obedience of faith: To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ
forever. Amen” (Romans 16:25-27).
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JESUS’ PARABLE OF THE SOWER MATTHEW 13: 3-9

The Parable of The Sower Paraphrased:
A farmer spreads seed that falls into four types of soil. The
birds eat the seed that falls on hard soil because it never sunk
into the ground. A seed that falls on rocks springs up quickly
but withers due to lack root. The seed that falls in weeds are
choked out and overtaken for lack of sun. The seed that falls in
GOOD SOIL produces much fruit.
This parable explains that the four soils symbolize four
types of hearts and the responses after people hear the proclamation of the kingdom of God. The parable challenges us to
receive the Word about the kingdom of heaven. To focus on
that message and grow. A real hearing and understanding of
the message of the Kingdom of God becomes a crucial lesson
and can help a believer in producing a productive life.
The purpose of a parable is always to explain the truth.
When a person cannot understand or see a fact, then you use a
story. You take something familiar to them, something that they
can understand, and incorporate this into an account that
teaches the principles that you are trying to get across to them.
Jesus noticed that the people were not listening when He
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spoke simple truths, so He began to tell stories to encourage the
people to listen to Him. Jesus spoke in the language of the
people – He taught at their level. Jesus taught this way to
convey the message of salvation and the kingdom clearly and
straightforwardly.
THE SOWER: The emphasis of the parable is not on the
sower; it is on the seed, and what happens to the grain when it
falls on diﬀerent soils. A sower went out to sow, and as he
sowed, some seed fell by the wayside on a stony place among
thorns on good ground. In this parable, the seed fell on four
distinct types of soil. So, the "sower" in this parable likely refers
to Jesus.
THE SEED: The seed is the Word of the Kingdom (Matthew 13:19a). The seed also stands for the Gospel of the
Kingdom, which was the theme of Jesus’ preaching – (Matthew
4:23).
LET’S REVIEW THE FOUR SOILS: 1) Seed that falls on
hard soil, 2) Seed that falls on rocks, 3) Seed that falls in weeds,
and 4) Seed that falls in GOOD SOIL.
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“THE WAYSIDE” (THE FIRST SOIL)

The wayside was the path where people walked, and nothing
could grow there in part because the ground was too hard. Like
birds eating seed on the road, the devil snatches the Word away
from people's hearts so that it does not take root there. This
seed symbolizes people who are hearers only and never allow
the Word to take root in their lives. In Luke Chapter 8, he gives
us a few more words of Christ concerning it in his Gospel. “The
field is the world, the seed is the Word of God, and he who sows it is
the Son of man, Jesus Christ.”
This soil stands for one who "hears....and does not understand" (Matthew 13:19a). Also, these are those who have hardened their hearts before hearing the Word – (Matthew 13:15).
God's Word sown throughout the world; some of it falls on the
wayside.
The “birds” represent “the wicked one” (called "the devil" in
Luke 8:12) who snatches away the Word from those with harden
hearts. Their condition, therefore, is one of being "blinded” by
Satan to the Gospel - (2 Corinthians 4: 3-4).
While Satan contributes to their blindness, they confirm it
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in the hardness of heart! So, there is an immediate rejection.
There is nothing, and there is no response. The Word doesn't
take root. It does nothing.
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“THE STONY PLACES” (THE SECOND
SOIL)

This soil stands for the one who "hears the word and at once
receives it with joy" (Matthew 13:20), "yet has no root in themselves and endures only for a while." So, "when tribulation or
persecution arises, immediately they stumble" (Matthew 13:2021b). They've never rooted themselves in the truth. They've
never really studied the Word to any significant degree. They've
never developed a solid foundation for their faith.
When the time comes to stand and pay the price to be a
Christian, many do not pass the test. Their faith was superficial.
The righteous person, on the other hand, flourishes like a tree
planted by streams of water: According to Psalm 1:3, “He shall be
like a tree Planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in
its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; And whatever he does
shall prosper.”
People with no deep roots are often shallow people – these
people tend to lack courage, conviction, stability, and perseverance. Every wind of doctrine that blows their way entices them.
They are those who receive the Word with joy having a tremendous emotional experience, but there is no depth. And when
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trials come, persecution begins to come, they fall away, because
they lack depth.
This Stony Place teaches us that an emotional reaction
without a solid foundation based upon the Word will not
enable one to stand against tribulation and persecution. So,
when troubles arise in their lives, there is no endurance and
stumbling occur.
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“AMONG THE THORNS” (THE THIRD
SOIL)

This third category of seed is that which fell among thorns.
These are people with hearts who have received the Word of
God. There has been that development within them through
the Word, but thorns have grown up with it. Because the thorns
ultimately choke out the life of the Word, it becomes unfruitful.
These thorns are the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches,
and the desire for other things. Unfortunately, this scenario represents many of us today.
This seed seems to have a better chance for growth and
development than the other two we previously discussed.
However, thorns and thistles come and overtake what has
sprouted — depriving the seedings of moisture and light,
choking them, and stunting their growth. Likewise, the cares of
this world choke out the fruitfulness the Word could produce
in our lives. Thus, we are not bringing forth that fruit the Lord
desires.
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“THE GOOD GROUND” (THE FOURTH
SOIL)

The three earlier fields should not discourage God's workers.
Instead, we should take faith that many who respond to God's
Word will grow to full ripeness. For many believers, these three
fields could be stages of growth toward fullness in Christ.
Believers should take courage during the seasons of life, for in
these times, they grow in the knowledge of God. These three
stages are opportunities to draw near to God and let His Word
guide you toward maturity. Thus, pray to receive an abundant
harvest as you acknowledge God in all your ways.
Good ground describes soil that is both fertile and weedfree. A good, productive crop grows in this field. This soil
stands for the one who “hears the Word and understands it”
(Matthew13:23a), “bearing fruit and producing good works for
the kingdom” (Matthew 13:23b).
They hear the Word with a humble and kind heart,
becoming doers of the Word and not hearers only. Luke
summarizes the outcome of this group of believers: “But that on
the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having
heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience” (Luke
8:15).
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They received the Word willingly with all readiness while:
“searching the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things
were so” (Acts 17:11).
One must note the importance of “understanding"
concerning "bearing fruit." Jesus made the connection between
the two in this parable: "But he who received seed on the good
ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed
bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty” (Matthew 13:23). -NKJV
Paul also connects the two and reminds us to fix our eyes on
heaven. “Because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of
which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, which
has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth
fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the
grace of God in truth” (Colossians 1:5-6). -NKJV
When one "knows the truth," they will more likely "bear
fruit,"; but the key to understanding is having a "good and
humble heart" that is willing to listen, study, meditate and
apply the truths we hear.
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Understanding which of the four soils we are planting our seed
in will help motivate us one way or another. Remember, it is one
thing to understand the principles of parables, and it is quite another
thing to apply them to your life. If we are looking to incorporate
the Word into our lives, we first need to know which kind of soil
our seed is falling on. Redirecting our lives, asking God to heal
our hearts, and faithfully seeking the GOOD SOIL should be
our mission in life. An ongoing question in life should be,
“What kind of soil are we?”
“THE WAYSIDE” - If you have heard the Gospel of Christ
and His Kingdom, but are not yet a Christian, you may be hardening your heart. You are susceptible to Satan’s deception in
some form, to blind you and not allow the Word of God to have
its intended eﬀect!
"THE STONY PLACES" - If you responded to the Gospel at
one time, without building a firm foundation in the faith, you
would likely fall away when persecution or temptation comes
your way!
"AMONG THE THORNS" - If you responded to the Gospel
at one time, but are becoming too preoccupied with the cares,
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riches, and pleasures of this world, you will not be able to bear
much fruit!
"THE GOOD SOIL" - If you have responded to the Gospel
and are bearing fruit, your seed is growing. "Some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty" (Matthew 13:23). In 'The Parable of
the Talents' some receive more according to their ability. And
the use of what God has given them. – (Matthew 25:14-15).
Whatever our talents and gifts, we should exercise them
according to God's leading.
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GOOD THINGS HAPPEN IN GOOD SOIL

When your seed is growing:
You have a kind and humble heart!
You understand and are applying God’s Word!
You have been faithfully keeping His Word with
patience!
You are sharing the Good News with others!
The Word of God has been able to produce its
intended eﬀect in you!
You have become a “FRUIT-BEARING” BELIEVER when
you see the following things happening in your life:
The fruit of winning souls to Christ - Romans 1:13.
The fruit of practical holiness - Romans 6:22.
The fruit of sharing material things - Romans 15:27.
The fruit of the Spirit (i.e., a Christ-like character) Galatians 5:22-23.
The fruit of good works - Colossians 1:10.
The fruit of praise and thanksgiving - Hebrews 13:15.
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A PROMISE

Ask God which promise you to need to apply in your life.
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A PRAYER

Pray about how God wants you to use this promise in your life and
others
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“BE RENEWED IN THE SPIRIT OF YOUR
MIND”
GOD’S ETERNAL PURPOSE IS TO MAKE US LIKE HIMSELF

I

n preparation for the next chapter, we need to get our
minds under control. We will learn how to put on the
whole armor of God and keep it on. Each piece of these Spiritual tools is essential for winning the battles in life. Additionally, the condition of our heart before the Lord is paramount to
our thought life. “…For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he”
(Proverbs 23:7).
Putting on the mind of Christ is essential in controlling our
thought life. But first, we must put oﬀ our old carnal mind. God
has made promises and provisions for us to change our way of
thinking. His Word instructs us on how to submit to the will of
God. As we have discovered in earlier chapters, God's ways are
not our ways.
When we start to think in a carnal way, we must stop our
thoughts, take dominion over them in Jesus' name, and "not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind” (Romans 12:2). The question should always be, “What
would Jesus think and do?”
In this chapter, we will examine how vital our thought life is
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in winning our spiritual battles. “For though we walk in the flesh,
we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our warfare are
not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds;) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity
every thought to the obedience of Christ; And having in a readiness to
revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled” (2
Corinthians 10: 3-6).
Scripture has commanded us to "Put on The Whole Armor of
God." Once on, we are to keep it on. Our victory in spiritual
battles come in the power of the Holy Spirit. We prepare for
warfare by bringing our thoughts into captivity and obedience
by asking yourself in all situations, “what would Jesus think, do,
or say,” and then imitate Him. Our real battles, our real warfare
is not physical. They are spiritual battles with spirit entities that
surround us, and there is spiritual warfare continually going
on. One only needs to look around them to see the eﬀects of
pure evil in this world ruled by Satan.
Although, we walk in the flesh; that is, we are in a body of
flesh; our real warfare is not fleshly. Paul, writing to the
Ephesians, said, "For we wrestle not against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, and powers, and spiritual entities in
high places" (Ephesians 6:12).
“We walk in the weakness of the flesh," but though we WALK
in it, we do not WAR according to it. We walk in faith and not by
sight. Thus, the importance of increasing our confidence. Paul
exhorts us concerning one piece of armor much needed, “above
all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all
the fiery darts of the wicked” (Ephesians 6:16).
There is a tremendous battle over the souls of men between
the Spirit of God and Satan. That desire to control the mind
and the soul of man. Our eternal soul hangs in the balance.
God's Spirit is tugging; Satan is holding on. Understanding that
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it’s a battle is vital for believers if we're going to keep a life of
victory.
It's in the imagination of men and in their thought life
where Satan challenges God. We have heard it all before in
Genesis and the Wilderness. "Hath God said? Does God know?
Is there knowledge in the highest? Does God see?" And quite
often, Satan deceives us into thinking God doesn't see. Thus,
the importance of the 'Helmet of Salvation.’
Remember, Satan's greatest weapon is man's ignorance of
God's Word! The truth of the Word is the pill that everyone
needs but can't seem to swallow. One certainty is, spiritual
warfare is a daily battle. So, put on the spiritual armor of God
and keep it in preparation for eventual victory and great
rejoicing.
It's impossible to reason with carnal mindsets. There is no
debating, no convincing, and no changing the carnal mind that
is hell-bent on believing their lies. Romans Chapter 1 is an
excellent read on the condition and destiny of these poor fools.
Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.
Opposition against the Gospel by the powers of sin and
Satan takes place in the hearts of men. Ignorance, prejudices,
lusts, are Satan's strongholds in the souls of some; vain imaginations, carnal reasonings, and great thoughts, or proud
conceits, in others. They are exalting themselves against the
knowledge of God, trying to keep men from faith and obedience to the True Gospel of Christ.
The vanity of humanity with their vain imaginations are the
strongholds that bind up the hearts of men — crafting arguments against God, holding on to every high thing that exalts
itself against the knowledge of God. We miss it entirely if we
think the love of manipulation, the image of success, smooth
words, the feeling of power, lording over authority, and human
schemes and programs are just problems among unbelievers.
Paul dealt with these types of hearts and minds in the church.
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When we start to think in this carnal way, we must stop our
thoughts, take dominion over them in Jesus' name. We can
choose to prevent this kind of thinking by bringing every
thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ. Feelings of
lust, thoughts of anger, thoughts of fear, thoughts of greed,
bitter ideas, and evil thoughts. If you are a Christian, you are a
purchased possession of Jesus Christ. You belong to Him. Paul puts
it this way: “Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are
not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore, glorify God
in your body and in your Spirit, which is God's” (1 Corinthians
6:19-20).
Imaginations of men express their purpose and determination of living after their pleasures, which exalts themselves
against the knowledge of God. Experience makes men humble.
Where there is an exaltation of self, their knowledge of God is
wanting.
Satan plays games with our minds by planting thoughts,
ideas, fantasies, and vain imaginations. We begin to fantasize
and see ourselves experiencing and enjoying such beautiful
pleasures. It is not only dangerous but sinful to play with these
thoughts. When you continue to visualize yourself in these
dark places, Satan takes that vain imagination, that wicked
fantasy, and he uses it to trip you up. God's spiritual weapons
help to check these thoughts. Don't play with them. Don't flirt
with them, because they can bring you into damnation.
If we have the mind of the flesh, then we're going to reap
corruption. But if we have the intention of the Spirit, then we're
going to obtain life, joy, and peace in the Holy Spirit. These
Strongholds are wrong thoughts and beliefs, arguments,
contradicting God. They hold on to every high thing that exalts
itself against the knowledge of God.
At some point, even God will have had enough of all these
foolish and prideful people. “And even as they did not like to retain
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God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to
do those things which are not convenient” (Romans 1:28). We know
the end of the story because we have read the book and personally know the author. God will return with the saints and put a
stop to Satan’s world.
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LET CHRIST CONTROL YOUR THOUGHT
LIFE
PREPARING OUR MINDS TO DO BATTLE!

The Greek word translated "renewed" used only here in the
New Testament. It means "to create again" or "make new." When
you become a Christian, God gives you a new mind, but you
must fill it with new thoughts. A baby is born with a fresh, new
spirit, and then the imprints help determine the course of his
or her life. The same thing is real of a Believer. We enter God's
kingdom and receive a fresh, new mind. We then need to begin
building a spiritual vocabulary with the right words for your
thoughts.
Paul gives an impressive list of thoughts we should think on;
“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things
[are] honest, whatsoever things [are] just, whatsoever things [are]
pure, whatsoever things [are] lovely, whatsoever things [are] of good
report; if [there be] any virtue, and if [there be] any praise, think on
these things” (Philippians 4:8).
We're to "Put Oﬀ . . . The Old Man" and "Put on The New
Man." When you came to Christ, you acknowledged that you
were a sinner and chose to forsake your sin and the evil things
of this world. Satan will dangle the temptations of the world
and its sins in front of you to tempt you to return to it. So, Paul
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warned us not to return to the world but to put it oﬀ and
instead put on righteousness and true holiness.
That's not something you do once; it's something you do
every day. But how? 2 Timothy 3:16 tells us, “All scripture [is]
given by inspiration of God, and [is] profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” Need help,
read the scriptures, need spiritual thoughts, read the scriptures,
need guidance, pray the scriptures. If you want to live correctly,
expose yourself to the Word of God. It will help you deal with
the traces of the world still present in your life.
Our Father’s plan is utterly amazing. We enter a relationship with Him, the Spirit comes to live within us, He prints our
names in the Lamb’s Book of Life, and Heaven becomes our
eternal home. Our part is to sanctify (set apart) our lives and
persevere (continue) toward the high calling of Christ by
pressing on.
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THE CONCEPT OF TRANSFORMATION

Transformation into the image of Christ is possible because of
our salvation. This 'metamorphosis’ takes place at the time of our
rebirth, and it continues throughout our new life as we sanctify
(set apart) ourselves unto Christ.
The same Word (metamorphosis) describes Jesus' transfiguration in Mark 9:2-3. Paul also uses this glorious Word in 2
Corinthians 3:18, "But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same
image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.”
Satan would have us conform to the ways of this world
through peer pressure. The Christian life is so diﬀerent from
the world’s way of thinking. The world wants their self-esteem
to feel good, while God tells us to esteem others more highly
than ourselves. Non-believers need their image to shine above
all others, but God wants Jesus's Image to prevail. The world
says to go for it, no matter the cost. God’s Word tells us to count
the cost.
When we become Christians, God does not remodel us or
add to who we are – He transforms us. A Believer doesn’t have
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two diﬀerent natures. He has one new character - the single life
in Christ. The old self dies, and the new person becomes alive;
they do not coexist.
God’s Word exhorts us, to "Put on the new man," a new
behavior that is proper to our original nature. But to do so, we
must end the patterns and practices of our old life. Furthermore, He has given us the rules, the principles, the strategies,
the armor, and the promises for fulfilling His purpose. If we
will renew our minds and study the Word, then we will be able
to sort out and discern the will of God. When we make the
right decisions combined with some skills, we will succeed and
come out on top.
CAUTION, not obeying God will cause you to run oﬀ in
directions that will result in harm to you and your loved ones.
You cannot escape the consequences of wrong actions. God's
Word should always be at the threshold of every decision we
face. For it is GOD’S MIND WRITTEN DOWN.
The Bible teaches there is a reasonable relationship
between God and believers. He does not, nor has He ever made
demands upon us. The Gospel is consistent. God said, "Come
now let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins are as
scarlet, they can be as white as snow; though they are as red as crimson, they can be as white as wool" (Isaiah 1:18).
"Present your body as a living sacrifice, unto God, which is
your REASONABLE service." It is reasonable to present our
body to God because the wisdom and the knowledge of God
bring the depth of His riches, grace, and power to our transformation process. Since God is so wise and full of experience, it's
reasonable to present our body, our mind, our life to Him that
He might guide and direct us.
It is UNREASONABLE to try figuring out things on our
own or working out our personal life and our plan. The
reasonable, rational, and smart idea is to turn our life and
decision-making process over to God that He might direct our
248

The Concept Of Transformation

life. Presenting our body unto God as a living sacrifice allows
us to let go and let God direct our path. "Trust in the LORD
with all your heart and lean not on your understanding; In all your
ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths" (Proverbs
3:5-6).
We discover God’s progressive revelation as we present the
issues of our life to Him. Committing myself to Him, not having
my own will master me, sets me free. Thus, allowing God to
bring those things I need for my spiritual walk. We never know
what a day is going to bring forth as God unfolds His will and
purpose for our lives.
Considering what God did for us, it is only reasonable to
respond to God's mercy shown to us as described in Romans
1:11. Because of His mercy, we can present ourselves a living
sacrifice and able to oﬀer ourselves to God as He works His
grace in and through us. Biblical faith teaches that the divine
mercy of God supplies the basis of our sacrifice as we response
faithfully.
Paul points out in Ephesians 2:8-10 “For by grace you have
been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them.”
For Paul, this transformation and renewing of our minds
take place as we behold the face of God, spending time in His
glory. The inside change is evident on the outside, as others can
see what the good and acceptable and perfect will of God is
through our lives. Thus, letting your light shine in the world.
God has dealt with each one a measure of faith. We can use
the belief that God has given to us, or we can just let it die. A
person can grow their faith through God’s Principles and
Promises.
We have a choice to make between two types of lives:
THE SELF-DIRECTED LIFE - SELF is on the throne,
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resulting in discord and frustration. Christ lives outside of our
experience.
THE CHRIST-DIRECTED LIFE - CHRIST is on the throne,
the self is yielding to Christ. Christ directs our interests,
resulting in harmony with God’s plan.
Peace with God and the peace of God prevails.
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CONTROL YOUR THOUGHT LIFE WITH
THE WORD OF GOD

“Therefore, if any man [be] in Christ, [he is] a new creature: old
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2
Corinthians 5:17).
Think Like Jesus Christ: If we are not to think the way that the
world thinks, then what are we to be thinking? “How do we find
and keep our thoughts in line with God's Principles?” We must
search the scriptures to uncover God's promises and principles
about this New Life He has given us through His Grace and
Mercy. Since it is a New Life in Christ and He is the author and
finisher of our faith, we must learn from His Words written in
the volume of the book.
In his epistles, Paul writes that every believer has a new
will, mind, heart, life, inheritance, relationship, and citizenship.
We also receive new power, knowledge, wisdom, belief, understanding, righteousness, love, and desire. He called it the
"Newness of Life…" (Romans 6:4). According to the Word of God,
WE ARE NEW. Our New Life isn't a matter of addition; it's a
Transformation!
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WHAT GOD DESIRERS FOR YOU

TO BE THE IMAGE BEARER OF GOD: "So, God created man in
His image; in the image of God, He created him; male and female He
created them" (Genesis 1:27).
TO BE CONFORMED TO THE CHARACTER OF
CHRIST: “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn
among many brethren” (Romans 8:29).
TO BE LIKE GOD IN TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND
HOLINESS: . . . And that you put on the new man according to God,
in true righteousness and holiness..." (Ephesians 4:24).
TO LET GOD BE THE TRUE KING OF YOUR HEART:
“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all
these things shall be added to you” (Matthew 6:33).
TO BRING GLORY TO GOD: “Everyone who is called by My
name, Whom I have created for My glory; I have formed him, yes, I
have made him” (Isaiah 43:7).

253

WINNING THE BATTLE OF THE MIND

THE LIE: I can't control what I think about my thought life
seems to influence every aspect of my being.
IT IS WRITTEN: “I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me” (Philippians 4:13).
IT IS WRITTEN: “Casting down imaginations, and every high
thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God and bringing
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ” (2
Corinthians 10:5).
IT IS WRITTEN: “And be not conformed to this world: but
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God” (Romans
12:2).
IT IS WRITTEN: “That ye put oﬀ concerning the former
conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful
lusts; And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on
the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true
holiness” (Ephesians 4:22-24).
IT IS WRITTEN: “Finally, brethren, whatever things are true,
whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things
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are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good
report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—
meditate on these things” (Philippians 4:8).
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A PROMISE

"No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper, and every
tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn.
This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD” (Isaiah 54:17).
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A PRAYER

Dear Father, Your Word says that no weapon formed against
me shall prosper. Therefore, I declare that no weapon formed
against me prospers this day or any day to come in Jesus' name.
Your Word says that trouble will not arise a second time
(Nahum 1:9). Therefore, I declare that Satan cannot make
trouble for me again, in this manner, as he did in the past in
Jesus' name. I say all these prayers carried out and brought to
pass by trusting you through faith and expectation in the name
of Jesus.
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GOD’S SPIRITUAL WAR CHEST
SPIRITUAL TOOLS FOR WINNING THE BATTLE

I

n this chapter, we will examine each piece of armor to
understand how vital they are in the believer's life and how
to use them according to God's purpose and power. God has
divine resources for our trials, temptations, and warfare. We
only need to know what is available to us and let God use them
through us.
Our warfare alongside Christ: As Paul sums up the book of
Ephesians in Chapter 6, he tells us that we have all the
resources, all the power, and all the principles to live the Christian life. However, there is one thing left that we need to know:
It will not be simple living the Christian life! The change that
occurs at your rebirth is more dramatic than the change that
will happen when you die.
Even though we have the power and the principles, our
enemy, Satan, will try to prevent the divine purpose in our lives.
So, in defining the Christian life, the best term to use would be
warfare. Repeatedly in Scripture, we see the Christian life in
terms of combat. Whether you're at the beginning of your
Christian experience or the end of it, you're going to be in the
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same battle; and if you think it will get more comfortable,
you're wrong!
The more productive you become as a believer; the harder
Satan will work against you. It's always been a war, and it will
never stop being a war here on earth. However, the longer you
fight, the more victories you will gain; and the higher the
strings of wins, the more confidence you will have in God.
We are the people of God, and we are set in this world to
carry out the goals, plans, and purposes which God Himself
designed. Because of this, God has given us tremendous
resources.
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PUT ON THE WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD
EPHESIANS 6: 10-12

"Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and the power of his
might. Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high
[places]” (Ephesians 6: 10-12).
The Bible commands us "to be strong in the Lord and the
power of His might." How do we do this? In our strength? We
alone are no match for the adversary. Further, the Bible
instructs us to "put on the whole armor of God." What is this?
What does this mean? Notice that we must be completely
armed: one or two pieces won't do. And the time to "put it on" is
before the battle begins, not during when you are already on
enemy turf!
"Put on the whole armor of God. . ." God's resources and power
are available to us, but we have a responsibility too. The
strength is God's, yet the commitment must be ours. The
dependence upon God's power and the obedience to put on the
available armor is the only resource the believer needs.
"Put on" in the Greek means, "to put on once and for all." You
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are to put the armor on and leave it on for the rest of your life.
Taking it oﬀ will make you vulnerable at any point.
". . . that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil." Believers are to stand firm in the power of the Lord! We
are to stand firm, not attack. We're never told to attack the devil!
We're told to resist him, and he'll flee. So, stand firm and hold
your ground. “Thus, saith the LORD unto you, be not afraid nor
dismayed because of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours,
but God's…,” (2 Chronicles 20:15).
"Finally, my brethren be strong in the Lord and the power of
His might. Put on the WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD, that you may
be able to stand against the wiles of the devil."
" For we do not Wrestle Against Flesh and Blood, But
Against Principalities, Against Powers, Against the Rulers of
The Darkness of This Age, Against Spiritual Hosts of Wickedness in The Heavenly Places."
If you are a true believer, as defined in Scripture, and living
in Christ, then you can be sure of one thing, you are going to run
right into the enemy. It's impossible to live for Christ without
having a conflict with Satan. Therefore, Paul exhorts us, that
since we are in a spiritual war, we need to be active in the Lord
by putting on the whole armor of God.
We are all soldiers of the Cross. The question to ask yourself is: What kind of soldier am I? Do I win? There is no reason
to know anything but victory, and with success comes joy,
happiness, contentment, and peace. That's the way God
intended it.

264

THE BELT OF TRUTH

“Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth” (Ephesians 6:14a).
The Girdle of Truth (loins girt about) protects us from
Satan's deception. The only place to find the truth is in God's
Word. Ask God to work His truth into your heart by meditating
on and memorizing His Word. Truth equips the saints of God
for the spiritual battle. You won't be able to stand against Satan
unless you are ready to fight - and to be prepared to compete,
you must be committed. So, the first piece of armor you need to
have on is the belt of truthfulness.
The Belt of Truth protects God's will and truth in the believer's life. Satan fights with lies. Only believers have God's truth!
To stand firm in the Word of God, we believe, receive in faith,
and apply His Scriptural truths.
The enemy is always coming with his lies. Jesus said that
the devil is the father of all lies. He lies about God, His nature,
the character of God, and about the attitude of God towards
you. He tries to lie to you about God's attitude towards sin. "Oh,
it doesn't matter. You can get by with it. God will not judge you.
God will forgive," and so forth, and he presses the point of
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causing you to use the grace of God as a cloak for lust,
deceiving yourself.
It's critical to know the truth, for it will set you free. Use
your "FOR IT IS WRITTEN" weapon and speak the truth
always. If you tell the truth, it becomes a part of your past. But if you
lie, it becomes a part of your future.
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THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

“and having on the breastplate of righteousness” (Ephesians 6:14b).
Righteousness is being honest, ethical, humble, and fair to
others. It means standing up for weaker people. The worship of
God protects us when Satan attacks our hearts, emotions, selfworth, and trust in God. He accuses us of being guilty and
unworthy. However, I'm forgiven and accepted by faith in
Christ. "Who his self-bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that
we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose
stripes ye were healed" (1 Peter 2:24).
Here is a command in God's Word to appropriate the
weaponry to protect ourselves, or else we are sitting ducks in
conflicts that we cannot avoid. So, the “breastplate of righteousness" is Godliness.
Self-Righteousness: Can our good works or righteousness
protect us from the onslaught of Satan and ultimately from
hell? NO!
Imputed Righteousness: Upon conversion, God clothed you
in the righteousness and absolute holiness of Christ. And from
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that moment on, when God looks at you, He sees the righteousness of His Son.
Note this doesn't guarantee that we will live every moment
as we ought - it only ensures that we can.
There is a diﬀerence between our Position and our Practice.
Our Position is secure forever, but our Practice doesn't always
match up. So, the basis or the foundation of the Breastplate is
the imputed righteousness of Christ; but the Breastplate is only
on when we are living a righteous and holy life. Therefore,
HOLY LIVING IS THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.
Paul says in I Corinthians 15:34, "Awake to righteousness, and
sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak [this] to your
shame." What Satan wants to find in your life is just a little crack
in the dam - and that's all he needs to burst it. Remember, in
the end, you're going to be victorious, so there is no sense in
losing all the beautiful things that God has for you now. Pray
that you would be committed to and covered with the "Breastplate of Righteousness," which comes from obedience to God
and His Word.
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THE GOSPEL OF PEACE

“And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace”
(Ephesians 6:15).
The Gospel of Peace is being right with God; available and
ready to spread the Good News. The enemy wants us to think
that telling others the Good News is a worthless and hopeless
task. However, we are to profess Jesus Christ as the Savior and
leave a good example for others to follow. "Whatever happens,
conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ…"
(Philippians 1:27a NIV).
This gospel of peace refers to the "Good News," that we're at
peace with God - that He is on our side. It is the fact that we can
stand in His resources that allows us to stand our ground
against Satan when he attacks. The question is, "What is the
good news of peace?" Romans 5:1-11, states that before Christ,
we were weak, unrighteous, sinful, unjustified, unsaved, and an
object of God's wrath. Summed up, we were enemies of God.
The "gospel of peace" is that man was at war with God, but
Christ made peace for us with God.
The Sandals of Peace enables us to become peacemakers
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for God. The Bible says: "Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall
be called sons of God" (Matthew 5:9). Ask God to help you recognize the value of receiving and extending the peace by faith
daily. As ambassadors for Christ, we share His message of
reconciliation through faith in Jesus Christ. A peacemaker
resolves conflicts, not creates them.
Our peace is in Christ: “These things I have spoken unto you,
that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it
be afraid” (John 14:27).
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THE SHIELD OF FAITH

“Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked” (Ephesians 6:16).
Faith is being sure that God will keep His promises and protect
you when tempted to doubt. The enemy attacks with insults,
setbacks, and temptations. The Shield of Faith protects from
fiery arrows aimed to destroy our hope in Christ. Refuse to
believe the lies. Extinguish the indicators of the evil one with full
assurance that if God is for us, who can be against us?
The Shield of Faith must quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked. "To quench" means "to put out, to extinguish." Notice
that the shield doesn't just extinguish some or even most of the
"fiery darts" - it puts out all of them.
The shield of faith completely covers the warrior no matter
how ferocious the attack, while supplying safe cover. The
protection of faith defuses two of Satan's most deadly weapons,
UNBELIEF, and DOUBT. Therefore, the "Shield of Faith" helps
us to believe God's Word and not Satan's lies.
So, we're ready for the battle. We have the belt of commitment, the Breastplate of righteousness, and the shoes of confi271
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dence that God is on our side. Then, when the battle begins, we
grab the shield and quench the fiery darts of temptation by
utterly trusting God. There's no reason to lose the fight. The
Apostle Paul tells us in Romans 8:37, "we are more than
conquerors." If we put the armor on - we'll win!
Why is faith a shield against temptation? The term faith
means "believing God," which is the bottom line of the Christian
faith - everything we believe in, everything we hold to, everything we have, and all our confidence. The whole of Christianity is an act of understanding "that He is, and that He is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek Him" (Hebrews 11:6b).
Paul explains how to obtain faith, “So then faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17). We need
hope, we want confidence, and "without faith, it is impossible to
please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is and that
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him” (Hebrews 11:6).
Faith should be a response to proven truth.
Thus, the path to growing your faith is to learn more about
Him. How does one do that? First, by discovering the majesty
and integrity of His Word, giving it its proper priority in your
life. Second, by keeping a continuing dialog with Him in
Prayer!
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THE HELMET OF SALVATION

“And take the helmet of salvation” (Ephesians 6:17a).
Put on the Helmet of Salvation by believing that Jesus Christ
died for your sins and rose again. Believers become members of
God's army upon receiving Christ as their Lord and Savior. The
Helmet of Salvation protects our minds, Satan's primary target.
As we put on the helmet of salvation, we ask the Lord to make
His thoughts our thoughts by bringing every thought into
captivity and obedience to Christ.
The "helmet of salvation" does not refer to "being saved."
Paul is not saying, "Now that you're in the army and you're
fighting Satan; and now that you've got your breastplate, shoes,
and shield - get saved!" No. That has already happened. You
aren't even in the army unless you're a believer. If you're in the
battle against Satan, you're already with Christ so, the "helmet
of salvation" does not save us; it protects us.
Salvation is the foundation of which the warrior stands and
protects him from the evils of the world. [[A Psalm of David.]]
“The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the
LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (Psalm
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27:1). Don't let him take away the hope that makes you
committed.
We need to have complete confidence in our "helmet of
salvation." There is no room for uncertainty about its adequacy
or the durability of its protection. This issue reveals the reality
of the Cross. If our salvation hinges on anything but the
finished work of Christ on the Cross, we are in deep trouble.
Why should God let you into Heaven?
Resolve any insecurities you may have concerning your
eternal destiny NOW. It is the most critical issue in your life. Is
there anything keeping you from accepting God's gift of salvation right now?
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THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT — WHICH IS
THE WORD OF GOD

“and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Ephesians
6:17b).
God's Word is our oﬀensive weapon. When we tell others about
what the Bible says, the Holy Spirit helps people see their evil
thoughts and actions and makes them change. The Sword of
the Spirit protects us from lies. When tempted, trust in the
truth of God's Word. We use the Sword to attack our enemies
with the Word of God. It is the only weapon we use OFFENSIVELY AND DEFENSIVELY. Find a passage of Scripture that
pertains to your need, apply its principles to the promise, and
stand firm in the faith. Use your 'FOR IT IS WRITTEN'
weapon.
Spiritual warfare is a daily battle so, put on the spiritual
armor of God and keep it on for it is preparation for eventual
victory and great rejoicing. “For the word of God is quick, and
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to
the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and the joints and marrow,
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Hebrews
4:12).
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Only the Word of God can discern the thoughts and intents
of the heart. Our Sword is two-edged, for battling defensively
and oﬀensively. In addition to the "pulling down of strongholds," it
protects our faith.
God's Word is a tremendous defense against sin. John
shares, "I write unto you young men because you are strong because
you have overcome the wicked one because His Word abides in you"
(1 John 2:14). The power of God's Word within my heart is the
most excellent defense in this spiritual battle. God's Word
hidden in my heart.
Our Sword is a spiritual weapon given to us by the Holy
Spirit. Paul said to the Corinthians that, "the weapons of our
warfare are not carnal but spiritual" (2 Corinthians 10:4). We are
fighting against "spiritual wickedness" (Ephesians 6:12b), so we
need a "spiritual sword." The Sword is available. Are you using
it as a weapon to win the victory that's already yours in Jesus
Christ? It comes as no surprise that Satan's most desperate trick
is to cast doubt on the integrity and authenticity of the Word of
God. His first attempt in the Garden was, "Yea, hath God said?"
It was all downhill from there.
Never forget, you have the authority and the power through
Jesus Christ to put the enemy to flight. "Resist the devil, and he
shall flee from you. Draw nigh unto God, and he will draw nigh unto
you" (James 4:8). Since this worked for Jesus when Satan was
tempting Him, and He is telling us to do the same, let’s use the
Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.
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SATAN'S OPPOSITION TO CHRIST

God looks to draw us to obedience through love. Satan seeks to entice
us to disobey through lust.
Satan Conceals the Truth - Jesus Reveals the Truth
Satan Takes Life - Jesus Gives Life
Satan Produces Fleshly Fruit - Jesus Produces
Spiritual Fruit
Satan Tempts to Destroy - Jesus Tests to Mature Us
Satan Makes Us Slaves - Jesus Sets Us Free
Satan Accuses Us - Jesus Defends Us
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HOW IS THE BELIEVER TO DEAL WITH
SATAN?

Remember, Satan’s greatest weapon is man’s ignorance of God’s
Word! The truth of the Word is the pill that everyone needs but
can't seem to swallow. One certainty is, spiritual warfare is a
daily battle. So, put on the spiritual armor of God and keep it
on in preparation for eventual victory and great rejoicing.
Resisting conformity to the world and embracing the transformation that comes in Jesus Christ is His Purpose and Will
for our new life. Resist our old life at all costs. Flee youthful
lusts and resist the devil and he will flee.
Renewing your mind is the opposite of the world's
conformity. The battleground between conforming to the
world and transformation is within the Spirit of the believer.
Christians must think diﬀerently.
The problem with many believers is they live a life based on
feelings, or only concerned about doing what is comfortable.
This life by feeling and doing will never know the transforming
power of God because they ignore the renewing of the mind.
Feelings and doing are entirely insuﬃcient for building a firm
foundation. For Paul, this transformation and renewing of our
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minds take place as we behold the face of God, spending time
in His glory.
Three actions to win spiritual victories:
(1) Recognize the source of the attack. Is this being the enemy
at work attacking me? Having recognized it, then I can deal
with it by, (2) Resisting it in the name of Jesus. Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you. (3) Rejoice in the triumph of the Lord over
the powers and the forces of darkness, and as you rejoice, you
begin to feel victory in Christ.

280

THE VICTORY IS YOURS IN CHRIST!

Fight the Battle Mentally Before You Step onto the
Battlefield. God will show you how to approach the
situation if you ask for His wisdom. Make a firm
profession of faith: "God, I trust You. I know you are
with me."
Reaﬃrm the Battle Is Not Yours but God’s. It is God's
battle; His honor is at stake. Your role is to follow His
leading and wait for His blessing obediently.
Reckon the Victory Even Before You See It Coming.
A conquering faith believes the victory is God’s and
that He will bring deliverance despite the odds.
Wait for His timing, and don't rush ahead of God.
His timing is perfect. Never react out of anger. Make
it your goal to respond in faith.
Fight the Battle God’s Way, Not in Human Ability.
God will use your talents, but He wants to receive
glory. Just as God empowered David, He will direct
and strengthen the tools He gives you.
Fight with Confidence. Nothing is more powerful
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than God. He sovereignly promises to love and
protect you.
Trust God for The Victory. The victory may not
come overnight. It could take a few hours, days,
months, or even years. But remember, God has not
forgotten you; and in His timing, He will make all
things beautiful.
The victory is ours only if the armor is on. Our confidence is in the
Lord; so, never take your armor oﬀ!
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PRAYING ALWAYS

What a powerful spiritual weapon prayer is. In this spiritual
warfare, prayer is often the deciding factor in the spiritual
battle. “Praying with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit,
watching with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints;
and for pray for me, [Paul says,] that utterance may be given unto
me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery
of the gospel” (Ephesians 6:18-19).
Praying and seeking God should be a top priority in the
believer's life. It is mentioned over 500 times in the Scriptures.
Everyone can exercise this fantastic resource. It's a ministry for
many, and the most crucial activity aﬀorded a believer.
Incredibly, we each have a priority connection directly into
the Throne Room of the Universe! It is fantastic to realize that
this astonishing resource is so available and so rarely used. It is
unquestionably the most potent weapon we could have. And it
is the deciding factor in spiritual warfare.
Remember always:
If God answers your prayer, He is increasing your
faith.
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If He delays, He is increasing your patience.
If He doesn’t answer, He has something better
for you.
In the next chapter, we will cover prayer in detail. Prepare your
hearts.
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A PROMISE

“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you...” (James
4:7-8).
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A PRAYER

Dear God, give me the wisdom and strength to resist the devil
and draw closer and closer to you, for you are my refuge and in
you do I trust. AMEN
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14

PRAYING TO THE FATHER IN
JESUS’ NAME
PRAYER IS THE GREATEST PRIVILEGE OF ALL

I

n this chapter, we will be discussing the subject of prayer.
The main essence of prayer is talking to God and listening
to Him, though there are many other sides a person can incorporate into their prayer life. Maintaining an active prayer life
will help you achieve victory when going through trials and
tribulations in life. Talking to God will help you overcome
temptations that come your way.
God’s Word supplies many prayers throughout the Bible to
prove His love and mercy toward believers. These prayers intercede for us and are examples for us to consider in our prayer
life. God's prayer for us expands the volume of Scripture. Read
the Book of Psalms and pray them to God for yourself.
Jesus gives us guidance on how to pray in The Lord’s Prayer
(Some refer to it as The Model Prayer) in Matthew 6:8-13.
However, in John Chapter 17, we find the Prayer of Jesus, where
He prays for Himself, His disciples, and all believers.
The most important prayer you can ever pray is (The
Sinner’s Prayer), the one that invites Jesus into your heart to
forgive your sins. Paul sums up the power behind this prayer of
forgiveness: But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your
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mouth and your heart" (that is, the Word of faith which we
preach): that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you
will be saved. For with the heart, one believes unto righteousness,
and with the mouth, confession is made unto salvation" (Romans
10:8-10).
God’s summation of our Prayer Life in 1 Thessalonians 5:1618 is a remarkable exhortation! “Rejoice always, pray without
ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus for you.”
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PRAYER IS A TWO-WAY CONVERSATION
WITH GOD

Prayer is worship that includes all the attitudes of the human
spirit in its approach to God. The Christian worships God
when he adores, confesses, praises, and supplicates to God in
Prayer, (Supplicates means to make requests to God). The
highest activity of which the human spirit is capable of is
communion with God, so long as the due emphasis is upon
divine initiative.
Jesus tells us that ideal prayer holds both a request for personal
forgiveness and a request for a forgiving spirit.
A man prays because God has already touched his spirit.
Prayer in the Bible made by an unregenerate man is not a 'natural response' (see John. 4:21). "That which is born of the flesh is
flesh." Consequently, the Lord does not hear every prayer. The
biblical doctrine of worship emphasizes the character of God,
the necessity of a man's being in a saved relationship with Him.
Thus, allowing access to all the privileges and obligations of
that relationship with God.
God speaks to our spiritual ears, revealing Himself to our spiritual eyes, and draws near to touch with our spiritual hands.
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TO WHOM SHOULD WE PRAY?

Looking at the unique roles that each member of the Trinity
plays when it comes to prayer, will best answer this question.
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GOD THE FATHER — THE SOURCE OF
ALL OUR NEEDS

God, the Father, occupies the seat of sovereignty and acts on
behalf of His spiritual children. The Father desires that we
approach Him with the warm, tender cry of a child - "Abba,
Father." Jesus pointed His disciples to the Father when they
spoke in Prayer, and always addressed the Father in His prayers.
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JESUS CHRIST — THE MEDIATOR

The Son's role in prayer is the Mediator, the High Priest, and
the Revealer of God. By His death for us, Jesus Christ opened
the way to the Father and gave us His name to carry our
concerns to the Father in Prayer. He became our eternal High
Priest, interceding for us with the Father because He understands our fears, giving us the confidence to draw near to God
(Hebrews 4:14-16).
The standard practice of the apostles and the saints is to
address the Father in Jesus’ name. We ask Jesus because He is
the high priest that intercedes for us before the throne of God.
Jesus argues our case for our standing in Him just as a lawyer
would do in court.

297

THE HOLY SPIRIT — THE ENABLER

The Holy Spirit, as the third member of the Trinity, acts as the
Enabler and the Interceder in Prayer. The Holy Spirit makes
the believer aware of his status as a child of God (Romans 8:15,
Galatians 4:6). He motivates and empowers us as we "pray in
the Spirit" (Ephesians 6:18). The spirit also comes alongside the
believer in prayer and helps "carry the load" and directs the
believer when they do not know what to ask or how to pray
(Romans 8:26-27).
The typical pattern of prayer and worship involves the
unique roles of each member of the Trinity:
We address our prayers to the Father (the Source)
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ (the Mediator)
We pray with the power of the Holy Spirit (the
Enabler).
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THE LORD'S PRAYER — MODEL PRAYER
MATTHEW 6:9-13

One day Jesus was praying in a specific place. When He finished, one
of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray...” (Luke 11:1).
The whole Word of God is of use to direct us in prayer, but the
special rule of direction is that form of prayer which Christ
taught His disciples, commonly called The Lord's Prayer". Jesus
teaches us, "After this manner, therefore, pray ye: Our Father
which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
comes Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever.” Amen
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CONNECT WITH GOD YOUR FATHER
“OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN...”

You have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead,
you received God's Spirit when he adopted you as his children. Now
we call him, "Abba, Father" (Romans 8:15 NLT).
We should draw near unto the Throne of Grace with suitable
apprehensions of God's sovereign majesty and power. Also,
with complete confidence and faith in His fatherly goodness.
Let us first understand that our Great God is most
graciously ready to grant us an audience. By directing us to
address Him as our Father, it assures us of His love and power.
Three things are essential to acceptable and eﬀectual prayer:
fervency, reverence, and confidence.
Fervency is the eﬀect of our aﬀections called into existence;
reverence is the apprehension of the fact that we are addressing
the heavenly throne. Confidence deepens by viewing the object
of prayer as our Father. In coming to God in acts of worship, we
must "believe that He is and that He is a Rewarder of them that
diligently seek Him" (Hebrews 11:6).
These words, "which art in heaven," call our attention to the
providence of God. Thus, declaring the fact that He is directing
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all things from on high. These words proclaim His ability to
undertake for us, for our Father is the Almighty. God loves for
us to call Him our Father. Establish your intimate relationship
with Him and give thanks for everything He is going to do
for you.
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WORSHIP HIS NAME
“...HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME...”

God’s name is a place of protection—the righteous can run there and
be safe (Proverbs 18:10 MSG).
God should be the center of our world. "Hallowed be Your
name," It reminds me that God and His Kingdom are more
important than my everyday desire. It quiets my heart and gives
the urgency of my needs to the higher priority of His purposes.
His Names and attributes:
Righteousness – He makes me clean
Sanctifier – He has called me and set me apart
Healer – He heals all my diseases
Banner of Victory – He has defeated my enemy
Shepherd – He speaks to me and leads me
Peace – He is my peace in every storm
Provider – He supplies all my needs
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PRAY HIS AGENDA FIRST
“...YOUR KINGDOM COME; YOUR WILL BE DONE ON EARTH
AS IT IS IN HEAVEN...”

He will always give you all you need from day to day if you make
the Kingdom of God, your primary concern (Luke 12:31 TLB).
When we pray "Your Kingdom come," we are expressing a
longing not only for His future reign but for His authority over
our lives now. To show it, the Kingdom is where the King is. So,
early in the gospels, we read of the good news: "The Kingdom
of God is near you" (Luke 10:9). The Kingdom was near because
the King was near. The scriptures speak of the Kingdom as
coming, at some unexpected future time, because the King
Himself is coming again. And the day is coming when we will
partake in His endless reign.
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DEPEND ON HIM FOR EVERYTHING
“...GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD...”

I look up to the mountains—does my help come from there? My help
comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth! (Psalm 121:1-2
NLT).
In asking God for our daily bread, we ask that He might
graciously provide us with a part of outward things such as He
sees will be best suited to our calling and station. Jesus cares
about the details in the Human drama-not just the outcome.
When we pray for our daily bread, we are bringing God into
the center of our lives, asking for temporal blessings in the
same spirit in which we'd ask for forgiveness. Paul taught us
that the "mundane" is not so mundane when he urged us in I
Corinthians 10:31, “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God."
Ask God for what you want and need and then trust Him
for the answer. If He decides to give us the key to His treasury of
resources, then praise Him. "But my God shall supply all your
need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19).
Jesus gave us this bottom line of assurance: "Take no thought
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for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for
your body, what ye shall put on, for your heavenly Father knows
that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto
you" (Matthew 6:25, 32-33).
As we step out in faith, we'll discover it's a firm foundation
we're standing on, not thin air. We will meet the God who truly
makes a diﬀerence in our daily lives.
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GET YOUR HEART RIGHT WITH GOD
AND PEOPLE
“...FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS AS WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS...”

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness (1 John 1:9).
Sincerely prayed, it can be the healing of a fractured spiritual
life and broken human relationships. It is our Lord's second
excellent instruction on how we ought to pray concerning
ourselves. This petition is a specific prayer for forgiveness, "Forgive us our debts," and it is also an implicit prayer for a
forgiving spirit: "...as we forgive our debtors."
So, Jesus is telling us that ideal prayer holds both a request for
personal forgiveness and a request for a forgiving spirit.
Ask God to check your heart and motives. Receive His
forgiveness for any area that He suggests. Forgive anyone who
has oﬀended you in any way.
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ENGAGE IN SPIRITUAL WARFARE
“...AND DO NOT LEAD US INTO TEMPTATION BUT DELIVER
US FROM THE EVIL ONE...”

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms (Ephesians
6:12).
Let's clarify this petition: "And do not lead us into temptation."
This word "lead" gives us the wrong impression because James
says God does not tempt any man. A better translation here
would be, “Do not leave us in temptation.” It does not mean to
keep us out of it, but when we are in it, do not leave us there.
The Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you
from the evil one. (2
NOTE: The biblical statement written by James to Christians was "Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of
God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempted he
any man: But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of
his own lust, and enticed" (James 1:13-14).
So, take your stand against the enemy and fight the good
fight of faith. Replace every lie that the enemy has told you with
the truth of God’s Word.
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EXPRESS FAITH IN GOD’S ABILITY
“...FOR YOURS IS THE KINGDOM AND THE POWER AND THE
GLORY FOREVER.”

“Ah, Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and the earth by
your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you”
(Jeremiah 32:17).
All Prayer should begin and end with a recognition of God's
nature. Praise is that aspect of prayer that vocally esteems God
for His virtues and accomplishments. End your prayer time by
reminding yourself of God’s ability.
“Yours is the Kingdom” – all rule belongs to You
“Yours is the Power” – all mightiness flows from You
“Yours is the Glory” – Your victory shall be complete
The Apostle John brings to our attention the power of praying, "And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask
anything according to his will, he heareth us: And if we know that he
hears us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions
that we desired of him" (I John 5:14-15).
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PRAYING SCRIPTURE EMPOWERS OUR
PRAYER LIFE

As we mature in our faith and knowledge of God's Word, we
often find ourselves praying familiar verses and promises of
Scripture in our prayers. This form helps us pray God's will,
reminding (although He is all-knowing) Him of the promises
He has made to us, which strengthens our prayers.
When we pray God's Word—our prayers become
Swords in our hands that defeat the powers of
darkness.
So powerful and sharper than any double-edged
sword that will reveal the thoughts and attitudes of
the heart
His words do not return empty but carry out God's
desired purpose.
The presence and power of the Holy Spirit aid us in
the situations we cover with Prayer.
Praying God's will be vital in fulfilling our purpose and
ministry. When we add Scriptures, we can be sure that God will
hear our spiritual concerns. Including Scripture in our prayer
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life will help confirm we're praying God's will because His Word
is His will. When we pray it, He hears and addresses our
prayers. “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if
we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know
that he hears us—whatever we ask— we know that we have what
we asked of him” (1 John 5:14).
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THE BENEFITS OF MAINTAINING A
CONSISTENT PRAYER LIFE

PRAYER: How do we make prayer a part of our everyday life?
We can learn from three things that Jesus did:
A CERTAIN TIME: Jesus got up early in the morning to
spend time with His Heavenly Father. For prayer to work, we
should do the same. Make a daily appointment with God and
keep it. “Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got
up, left the house and went oﬀ to a solitary place, where he prayed”
(Mark 1:35).
A CERTAIN PLACE: Jesus had a prayer place. Your prayer
place needs to be an undistracted environment where you can
pray out loud and perhaps have some worship music playing in
the background.
A CERTAIN PLAN: Go into your prayer time with a plan. If
it changes, that's fine. When Jesus taught His disciples how to
pray, He gave His disciples a prayer outline. We call it the Lord's
Prayer.
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PRAYER WARRIORS PRODUCE FRUIT
AND MATURITY

Jesus suggests to His prayer warriors, "But thou, when thou prays,
enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy
Father which is in secret; and thy Father who sees in secret shall
reward thee openly" (Matthew 6:6).
Our intimate relationship strengthens with Jesus
Christ when we spend time with Him in Prayer.
Our Perspective (point of view) and Perception
(awareness) of who God is grows as we discover
what He is like; we realize His vastness and
greatness, strengthening our maturity in our walk
with Him.
We are going to have a Positive faith attitude, not a
positive mind. You will positively know that your
faith is active. We are going to see things God's way,
and we are going to begin to trust Him in ways we
never trusted Him before.
There is going to be a Purifying Process in our heart
as we begin to make prayer a priority. Purity in our
life will bring power to persevere and proclaim as
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Paul does here: “I press toward the mark for the prize of
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians
3:14).
We are going to develop a Passion for obedience.
When you begin to pray, God does something in
your heart, creating a passion for compliance
leading to maturity.
The Pressures of our life are going to dissipate, and
we are going to begin experiencing a sense of peace
with God, leading to peace in God, which we hadn't
been able to experience before.
The Provision for our needs. We are going to see
God as the Provider for our needs, and we will begin
to rely upon Him.
Prayer is the Pathway to our spiritual growth.
Something is going to happen in us and through us
as God develops His purpose in our lives. From glory
to glory conformed into His image. “Now the Lord is
that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
liberty. But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2
Corinthians 3:17-18).
We will experience higher Power in our spiritual
life, in our devotional life, in our witness to others
than ever before. We find such strength in the Holy
Spirit and by “putting on the whole armor of God…,”
Ephesians 6:10-18) because, “Though we walk in the
flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of
our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to
the pulling down of strongholds") (2 Corinthians 10:3-4).
The Apostle Luke tells us of this spiritual power provided
by God, "But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is
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come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judaea, and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth" (Acts 1:8).
Something is going to happen to your entire life. You
are going to experience productivity, enabling you to
produce the life God has called you to live. Such a
life is fruitful in your spiritual life and your ministry
for God.
Incorporating and relying on Scripture to bring about
productivity according to God's will, dramatically increases our
success. Finally, after Paul tells us to put on the whole armor of
God, he closes this section of Scripture by urging us to pray
always. “Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the
Spirit and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints” Ephesians 6: 18).
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SIX THINGS YOU MUST CULTIVATE

1. God-Consciousness: Continuously center your
thoughts on God and scriptural truths. This crowds
out wrong thinking, empower you during
temptations and develop wisdom for important
decisions.
2. Your Personal Prayer Life: Select a place and time for
visiting with your heavenly Father daily. Keep a
prayer list of the names of those for which you are
praying. Don't stay in an "asking posture" - learn to
praise and thank Him for past answers!
3. Your Daily Bible reading habit: Make an
appointment with God. Set up a place, time, and
system. Early morning is usually the best time
because you have placed mind-pictures of truth into
your spirit for the rest of the day. Mark, your Bible,
take notes. Don't miss a single day.
4. Godly friendships: "He that walketh with wise men
shall be wise: but a companion of fools shall be
destroyed” (Proverbs 13:20). Be selective. Friends will
add to or take away from your life.
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5. A teachable spirit: "A wise man will hear..." (Proverbs
1:5). Through instruction and even criticism, we
grow in grace and humility.
6. A Winner's Mentality: Stop thinking about obstacles
and start thinking about your opportunities. Bring
every thought into captivity and obedience by
putting on the mind of Christ. Think good things
about yourself and others, for this is the will of God.
Stop complaining! Project enthusiasm! Avoid
negative and depressing conversations. Be
aggressively happy!
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A PROMISE

“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask
anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He
hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that
we have asked of Him.” (John 5:14-15)
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A PRAYER

Father, I confess that so often I have failed the test: that I’ve
allowed the flesh to rule over the spirit. Forgive me, Lord, and
cleanse me. Let me be governed by Your Holy Spirit and by
Your eternal Word of truth.
IN JESUS; NAME, AMEN
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“WHAT’S-IN-IT-FOR-ME?”
ASKED THE CURIOUS BELIEVER

T

here are so many perplexing questions facing us in life.
Such as, "Which came first the chicken or the egg?" GOD
came first, creating the chicken with the ability to lay eggs. The
WII-FM question is for you and you alone to answer. If you are
living for Christ, then the answer would be, ALL ETERNITY!
However, separation from God through sin has ramifications on the individual, their circle of family, and friends. Justly,
we do reap what we sow. Sin has consequences that aﬀect us
momentarily, seasonally, generationally, and in some cases,
eternally. Since we have free choice, we must choose our decisions in life wisely. We need faith in God to begin anything we
try to do.
Hebrews 11:6 states, "But without faith, it is impossible to please
Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is
a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” Notice, we first
believe in the existence of God, then we must believe that God
is good and rewards those who diligently seek Him. Faith is
critical to our new life in Christ. Faith saved us; therefore, we
walk in faith; we live by faith, and we bring glory to God when
we grow in faith.
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If we are to count it all joy during the fiery trials of life, it’s
critical to our understanding "What's-In-It-For-Me,"; so, we know
why we are pressing on. We must get it right here on earth, so to
be right when we arrive in Heaven. Remember, there are no doovers once we leave this life behind.
We have many questions to answer, so we know what to do,
how to do it when to do it so that we will receive our crown of
glory. What are rewards, how many are there, are there diﬀerent
rewards on earth and in Heaven? When do we obtain them?
Before addressing these questions, God would have us
pause a moment. Foremost on God’s agenda is the issue of our
sins. “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God”
(Romans 3:23). Sin separates us from God, and the penalty is
death. Repentance begins our relationship with God through
the forgiveness of sins, with the reward of life eternal.
Forgiveness of our sins through the work of Jesus Christ,
our Eternal Redeemer, allows us the privilege to partake in all
His mercy and grace. This forgiveness prepares us for our
eternal salvation. Born again of the Spirit gives us complete
access to the mystery of the gospel and all His provisions.
Justification begins our transformation into the image of
Christ setting us apart from the world to do God's will. Entering
this relationship, we "PUT OFF THE OLD MAN" and "PUT ON
THE NEW MAN." Participating in His suﬀering through our
trials allows us to live in the power of His resurrection. The
fruit from this will enable God to help us overcome all the trials
of life to live victoriously.
Exploring all the fantastic rewards we can work toward will
teach us they are only a byproduct of our earthly life with
Christ. We must discover how to live our new life to its fullest
through obedience to the Word of God.
We do not receive rewards here on earth. What we do receive
are His promises to guide us through this life and prepare us
for eternity through His divine purpose. One thing we can
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count on is the promise that He will never leave or forsake us.
We receive the power of the Holy Spirit to live a life crucified
with Christ. Whatever benefits, gifts, or ministries have given us
here on earth are to promote the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
We are to do good works and store our treasures in Heaven
for all eternity. What we do for Christ and His church will
determine our position and authority during the millennial
reign with Christ at His second coming and throughout eternity. Although NOT SAVED BY GOOD WORKS; WE ARE SAVED
TO DO GOOD WORKS. And the Scripture is clear about that.
Ephesians 2:10--"For we are His workmanship created in Christ
Jesus for good works." "Those who have believed in God should be
careful to maintain good works" (Titus 3:8).
God is setting up His Eternal Kingdom, and He uses the
trials of life to reward those who DID what He told them to DO
here on earth. Those who endured the fiery temptations of evil
yet remained faithful and obedient to JESUS and HIS WORD.
The Greater your sacrifice and service for Jesus, and the
more that you suﬀered (putting the flesh to death) and gave up
your sinful nature, the higher your reward. So, the greater the
suﬀering (done with the Lord's strength, of course)— the
higher the glory. We should be quite aware of James' statement
by now, "Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when
he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath
promised to them that love him" (James 1:12). The crowns and
life everlasting are "WHAT'S IN IT FOR YOU" and all faithful
believers.
On the great day of His return, those that greatly multiply
and are faithful with what God gives them shall be made rulers
over much. Those that do NOT significantly increase what God
gives them shall be made rulers over a smaller amount. And
this prize is for all who eagerly look forward to his Glorious
Return. Jesus says, "Behold! I am coming quickly, and My
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Reward is with Me, to Render (Reward) to every man according
to what he has DONE"(Revelation 22:12).
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TREASURES IN HEAVEN — INHERITANCE
ON EARTH

Structuring Your Life for Eternal Rewards: In the book of
Matthew, Jesus gives many examples of what it can look like to
structure your life for eternal rewards. Letting go of temporal
things to push us to go beyond worldly praise. Some challenge
us to forgo acclaim in the here and now to gain honor
from God.
We will receive our rewards and treasures in Heaven, not on
earth. However, what we receive from Christ at His Seat of
Judgment will set up our position, authority, service, and
crowns during the Millennium reign on earth. Our inheritance
is the earth during the 1000-year period, where we become
joint-heirs with Christ. These rewards and positions of
authority will follow us into God's Eternal Glory.
Many Christians have served the Lord for many years only
to give in to the enticement of desire, sensuality, or some other
temptation that turns them from serving Christ to reveling in
the appetites of the flesh. Although such individuals will not
lose their salvation, they might be in danger of losing their
crowns they have already earned.
Jesus said, "I am coming quickly [suddenly]; hold fast what you
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have so that no one will take your crown" (Revelation 3:11). Every
Christian who desires to serve Christ to the maximum during
the Millennium is advised to heed our Lord’s challenge to the
church of Smyrna, “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the
crown of life” (Revelation 2:10).
Paul taught the Corinthians, “If any man’s work is burned up,
he will suﬀer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire”
(1 Corinthians 3:15). The person's salvation is not at stake. They
are secure in Christ, "so as through fire." These Christians will
not lose their salvation, but they will have little or nothing to
show for their life of Christian service.
Jesus teaches in Matthew 6:20, "Lay up FOR YOURSELF
treasures in heaven." We store up while living this life down here
on earth. If we do not, we will not have any rewards when we
get up there. Jesus teaches that we earn our wealth in Heaven
for eternity. It may sound startling, but nowhere in Scripture
does it show that anyone else will lay up treasures for you.
Colossians 3:1-3 teaches, "Since, then, you have been raised
with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated
at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on
earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ
in God." He invites us to "lay up treasures in heaven." As we exercise our faith and fix our eyes on the prize, God will bless our
accumulate fortunes in Heaven, our eternal home.
Putting your life in Christ will serve you well in all eternity.
“Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ” (Colossians 3:24). This statement, “inheritance in Christ,' does not suggest treasures. Most
people automatically associate an inheritance with wealth. We
hear of people dying and leaving estates to heirs; however,
people do not inherit any "treasure," fortune or position in
Christ.
But the question is, "What does Christ inherit?" Short answer,
nothing. Jesus walked the earth in a body, appearing as an ordi336

Treasures In Heaven — Inheritance On Earth

nary man. However, He was no less the great I AM, spoken of in
the Old Testament, and said so Himself in John 8:58. Though
God allowed men to put Him on a cross, being no less than the
Eternal God in human form, this Did Not separate Himself of
His Divine Being. He would then have ceased to exist.
Appeared as a Carpenter yet was still Deity. During His earthly
sojourn, He was still GOD!
And, because of this, when Christ died, He did not Inherit
Heaven, that was already His. At death (that is when His body
died), He resumed what He laid aside when He stepped into
the human stream. He took again what He had left behind. He
did not "inherit" the Glory of Heaven because that was His
already.
What then is His inheritance? - What is it that we are to
share with Him? The heritage of the Lord is "earthly." If it is
something He inherits, it must be earthly. He inherited the privilege of returning in POWER and GLORY to set up His kingdom. Jesus is coming back; however, He is not coming back as
the suﬀering Lamb of Calvary, but as the roaring Lion of Judah.
The Carpenter is coming back again, but He is returning as a
KING! Jesus Christ will appear a second time, not in humility,
but, instead, He will arrive in the clouds as the GLORIFIED
SON OF GOD to rule on earth. The earth will behold the same
Jesus coming, but this time "in the glory of HIS FATHER with the
holy angels” (Mark 8:38).
Jesus is STILL in the role of the Son, and, having fulfilled all
on the Cross, He returns to be HONORED on earth as He is in
Heaven. And, now, He invites us to be joint heirs, to share His
kingdom with Him. Jesus said in Matthew 25:34, "Come ye
blessed of MY FATHER and inherit the kingdom of God prepared for
YOU!" That is our inheritance prepared for us! The "come ye," in
Matthew 25:34, is Christ's invitation to SHARE in His earthly
inheritance as joint heirs with Him.
So, our "joint-inheritance" with Christ has NOTHING to do
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with rewards. Instead, it must do only with the privilege of
appearing with him on earth to taste the glory that goes with
His EXALTATION. “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the
first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they
shall be priests of God and Christ and shall reign with him a thousand years” (Revelation 20:6).
The ONLY WAY to PROVE (Validate) that you are a true
Christian is your obedience to Jesus and God's Word. We show
evidence by our "Fruit" and obedience to Jesus— out of our
Love for Him. We are THE BRIDE OF CHRIST, - Faithful and
Blameless.
Promises from The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew
5:1-14)
Blessed is the poor in spirit, for they receive the
kingdom of Heaven
Those who mourn receive comfort
The gentle will inherit the earth
Those who hunger for righteousness and justice will
be satisfied
Those who give mercy will get it back
The pure in heart will see God as the reward for
their purity
The peacemakers are sons of God
The persecuted will get the kingdom of Heaven as
their reward
Those falsely accused because of Christ will get an
enormous reward in Heaven
And that's what the Apostle Paul taught as well. 2
Corinthians 5:10, which we read at the outset, says the same
thing. "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,
that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to
what he has done, whether good or bad."
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WHAT GOOD WORKS NEED TO BE
DONE?

Salvation is by faith alone; however, if we say we have faith, we
prove it by being doers of the Word and not hearers only. Since
good works will receive rewards, we need to know what constitutes an excellent work. The following are some possibilities
described in Scripture. Once again, faith is hearing, believing,
which leads to obeying God's Word out of a Love for Jesus.
Deeds and works are the basis of our rewards, not a condition
for our eternal salvation. The Scripture is clear on that subject.
Faith is the only condition. Jesus did everything necessary to
secure Heaven for us when He died in our place and paid for
our sins at Calvary. There isn't anything we can add to what He
has done. We can only rest in it. And that's what faith is resting
in the finished work of Christ. Salvation is by faith alone. "For
by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast"
(Ephesians 2:8-9).
Witness: Matthew 5:16 says, “Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is
in heaven.” Christians are to let their light shine for the world to
see. They stand for the Lord Jesus Christ before the world that,
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for the most part, does not know Him. Part of a Christian's good
works involves living a pure life and being a consistent witness
for the Lord.
Worship: Jesus referred to the worship of Himself as an
excellent work. When a woman anointed His head with
precious ointment, He told His anxious disciples to leave her
alone because she had “done a good deed to Me" (Matthew 26:10).
Very often, we limit our concept of worship to the adoration of
and praise to God. Worshiping Christ is decent work, as well.
Generosity: 1 Timothy 6:18 says, we learn that being “rich in
good works” involves being generous and willing to share.
Specifically, the verse says we’re to be “ready to share." In other
words, it is primarily the attitude of generosity that makes up
the good works. If we have the wrong position or motivation,
our so-called charity is not good works. But all acts performed
with the proper motives will stand the test of fire and receive a
reward.
Jesus makes it clear that even the smallest deed is excellent
work. In Matthew 10:42 He said, “Whoever in the name of a
disciple gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water to
drink, truly I say to you, he shall not lose his reward.” Even a seemingly insignificant word or deed for the glory of the Lord will
receive divine compensation. So, virtually anything done for
Christ with the right attitude and motive will receive a reward.
As described in 1 Corinthians 3:12, these deeds are as gold,
silver, and precious stones.
Works with Wrong Motives: By contrast, Jesus tells us that
deeds done with the intention of impressing men are worthless
in His sight. In Matthew 6:2 He flatly states that anyone who
does a clever work to receive praise from others will receive no
reward from God. Earthly approval is the only reward that a
person will receive. These works, of course, are the wood, hay,
and straw mentioned in 1 Corinthians 3:12. They will not
survive the test of fire.
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Rewards That Last: The two greatest enemies of Christian
service, selfishness, and laziness have robbed many of God's
children of awards they should have received. Don't let these
enemies overcome you lest you become a victim of the judgment
of loss (1 Corinthians 3:15).
What kinds of rewards will we receive? In Scripture, we find
mention of five diﬀerent crowns reserved for those who are
faithful to do God’s work. We will look at these crowns in another
chapter.
Loss of Rewards: There will be a loss of rewards for individual believers (see, 1 Corinthians 3:14-15). God's Word does
not reveal to us all that that entails, but what we do know is
that: However, much a true Believer obeys his Master (Jesus),
they will receive rewards. We should take nothing for granted.
We should fear God and live a Holy Life.
We should Heed the Warnings from Jesus to be a Bride that
is Ready for His Appearing (wearing the White Spotless
Wedding Dress) - Holy— and without spot or wrinkle. Always
be Ready and waiting for the Return of Jesus.
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PROMISES

"Blessed [is] the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried,
he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to
them that love him” (James 1:12).
Jesus says, "Behold! I am coming quickly, and My Reward is
with Me, to Render (Reward) to every man according to what he has
DONE"(Revelation 22:12).
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A PRAYER

Dear God, help me to put oﬀ pride—and put on humility. Help
me to put oﬀ my critical nature—and put on the acceptance of
others. Help me to put oﬀ worrying—and put on the peace that
comes through trusting You. Help me bring my thoughts under
control by putting on the mind of Christ. In Jesus's
name-AMEN
“Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my
thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way in me and lead me in
the way everlasting” (Psalm 139:23-24).
"Dear God, thank you for loving me, saving me, and
protecting me. Give me the strength to press on toward the high
calling for which you have apprehended me. May my light
shine bright as you receive the glory as you transform me into
the image of Christ. Might I do your will as you guide me and
instruct me daily? Give me faith to believe and wisdom to obey
Your Word throughout my journey. In Jesus' name-AMEN!"
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HISTORY’S END IS ETERNITY’S
BEGINNING
TIME IS OUR BUS STOP - ETERNITY IS OUR DESTINATION

The first — The last — The greatest

I

n the human mind, first, last, and most significant is an
issue. In God's scripture, it is part of the Gospel and should
never be an issue with believers.
Have you ever asked God to let you be half as good as your
dog thinks you are? In the hay day of my sport's career, I was a
legend in my mind. I found that even if I were twice as good as I
thought I was, I'd only be half as good as my teammates.
Always the last chosen for the team, only to be the first
benched, or even asked to retire.
Many scenarios in life find us more often last than first. If
your last name starts at the end of the alphabet rest assure,
you're last in line for school lunch and last to receive your
diploma. Don't get me started on the grocery lines; you get the
picture. There are two lines I have stood in that took a physical
and psychological toll on me.
First was physical: The two hours I've waited to get on a ride
at Disneyland. Exhausted from the heat, $8.75 for a small coke;
but the three-minute ride took my breath away.
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The second was psychological: Our family went to the
drive-in-theater once a month. I was in the fifth grade at that
time. During intermission, my entire family went to the concession stand for food. Of course, we had a rule for this event, like
all others. We all had to wear pajamas just in case we went
asleep on the way home. An excellent and convenient idea for
my parents, but I had friends that saw me standing in line in
my PJs.
Besides, at that time in my life, I was totally into girls and
was looking for a girlfriend. But there I was with my crew cut,
scars shining bright under the fluorescent lighting. Humiliated
doesn't come close to what I experienced — standing in line
with my PJs, robe, and slippers on as many friends walked by.
Amazingly, they didn't have a new nickname for me at school.
But wait, a name is coming.
To emphasize, years ago, I loved playing flag football after
school, and especially in the rain. Buddy and I were always last
picked for aside. He was as heavy as any linebacker today. The
rules were to pull a flag from the kid with the football, which
considered him (tackled) down. However, Big-Bad-Buddy
played by his own rules when I had the ball. He would always
grab me hard and rub my face into the field. He thought it was
so funny, and no one had my back because you don't mess with
Buddy! Despite the pain, I continued to play the game, predetermined to outrun BBB.
Recalling all the rules we had back in the '1960s, schools
were not concerned with anyone's self-esteem. We were to
suck-it-up and just get on with it. They had rules for everything,
along with consequences for not following them. As I stated
earlier, any teacher had the privilege to spank us with paddleboards designed with holes for maximum thrust. One day
Buddy was talking in the woodshop and took one to the side of
his head. All I should say here is, "let's move on."
Because of my love for football, I decided to try out for the
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team during my Freshman year. However, a tragic thing
happened on the road to my NFL career. Another school rule
blindsided me. One's head must sport a crew-cut to play on the
team. Talk about the rules from my past re-visiting my life.
Confronted with the memories of the chanting of my nickname
'Scar-Head,' I had a choice to make.
As promised, my new nickname in High School had
become Mr. Green Jeans. My parents bought me six pairs of
them because they were cheaper than blue jeans. Kids are plain
cruel! So, every day was a green day for me. Today being green
is all the rave.
Not wanting to have two nicknames, I stuck with Mr. Green
Jeans and gave up my high paying NFL contract. Although our
past might hurt our future, hope is in Christ Jesus. Remember,
His trials and pain on earth allow him to help with our tests
and to comfort us during our sojourn. Understanding and
empathy are now a part of our ministry to help those going
through diﬃculties.
Sometimes being last in the past is the best thing for your
future. Roxana and I were the last of our friends to be married
in Christ. Three decades on, we are the last couple standing.
Seeing the trials, our friends went through became teachable
lessons we applied. I learned early on that it is our carpet that I
have the privilege to vacuum. Besides that, we give God all the
glory!
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FOCUS ON GOD; NOT THE “I GOT YOU
QUESTIONS”

I want to be greater than great; in fact, I am leaning toward
being the greatest. Our pride is astounding at times. So
concerned with our self-image, what others have, and what we
don't. God is not impressed with how your self-esteem is
feeling but how bright the Image of Christ reflects in your life.
Many things in life are not worth the time invested, questions we entertain have no redeeming qualities, and our positions on earth are fleeting at best. Our eternal posts and crowns
must have our complete and undivided attention. For this
reason, James tells us to, "Humble yourselves in the sight of the
Lord, and He will lift you up."
When you think about all the "Got You" questions in life, it's
amazing what people come up with, especially concerning
God. "Since God is love, why would He send anyone to Hell?"
HE DOESN'T! Those who deny Christ will, by that decision
alone, determine their eternal state. Free choice can either be a
gift or a curse. Recall the fall in the garden and stay obedient to
God's Truth.
Here is a ridiculous question asked of me, "If God is so
great, can He make a rock too heavy for Him to pick up? WELL
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YES, HE IS GOD. But then He could reduce the weight and toss
the rock across the universe. Silly little "Got You" Questions that
only comfort those who would debate and deny God anyway.
God doesn’t play that game!
When David killed Goliath, was he great, his aim greater or
the rock greatest? His faith was more significant than the men
of war; however, the God he served was the greatest. The Lord's
strength was the greatest of David's weapons. He humbled
himself before God for such a time as this.
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WHO WILL BE THE GREATEST IN THE
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN?

The Disciples themselves argued over which one of them
would be the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven, here is what
Jesus said, “At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying,
who is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven? And Jesus called a little
child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, and said, Verily I
say unto you, except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye
shall not enter into the Kingdom of heaven. Whosoever, therefore,
shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the
Kingdom of heaven. And whoso shall receive one such little child in
my name receives me” (Matthew 18:1-5).
The Greatest in The Kingdom of God Will Be Those Who
Served Jesus and Others the Most, and Who Suﬀered and Decreased
Themselves the Most for the Sake of Christ. Jesus says, "The Greatest
among you must be a Servant. But those who Exalt Themselves will
be Humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted"
(Matthew 23:11-12). John said, "He (Jesus) must become Greater
and Greater, and I must become Less and Less" (John 3:30).
The Greatest in The Kingdom of God Will Be: Those Who
Obeyed and Taught God's Word. Those that will be the greatest in
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God's Eternal Kingdom will have taken EVERY WORD (in the
Bible) that God spoke and wrote about in His Scriptures very
seriously. They not only read God's Word, but they Believed it,
confirming their Obedience to His Word. That's True Faith,
thus leading them to Teach and Preaching God's Word to
others— making Disciples. The Scriptures say, 'Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by Every Word that Proceeds from the
Mouth of God."
Jesus makes it clear concerning the proper teaching of His
Word, "Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of these least
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in
the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the
same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:19).
The Greatest in The Kingdom of God Will Be: Those Who
Used Their Time, Talents, & Money— With RIGHT MOTIVES for
Jesus. He will Reward His Faithful Servants for being Faithful.
“His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou
hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many
things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord” (Matthew 25:23).
Jesus taught us that we could receive "treasures in heaven."
The “greatest treasure in heaven” is the gift of eternal life based
on the condition of surrendering all ourselves and our possessions to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. He links such surrender to
the Gospel and the Kingdom of God.
Believers have a treasure now: In 2 Corinthians 4:6-7, Paul
refers to this same treasure being in believers’ hearts in this
earthly life: “For it is the God who commanded light to shine out of
the darkness who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have
this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may
be of God and not of us.”
In verse 7, Paul says, "we have this treasure in earthen vessels."
In Greek, the phrase “we have” is in the present tense. The
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present tense here signifies we have this treasure in a continuous
ongoing sense now. In context, this treasure is God, the light of
His Gospel, and His glory in our hearts. Through the Gospel,
God and His eternal glory and life by His Spirit dwells in our
hearts continuously now.
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CROSS-BEARERS ON EARTH BECOME
CROWN-WEARERS IN HEAVEN

Some rewards we may receive Positions of authority, an eternal
inheritance, treasure in heaven, commendation from Jesus, and
a royal welcome. There are rewards for suﬀering, the wise use
of your money, awards for service, and performance at work.
You can earn a reward for prayer and fasting, and there is a
reward for Christians who reach out to their enemies with
genuine love and kindness.
Our Eternal Inheritance Is from God. The Lord's Faithful
and Fruitful Servants receive Positions of Authority. Our Positions of Authority will be determined by how we conducted
ourselves, our Faithfulness to Jesus, and God's Word during our
truly fleeting time on earth. We all long to hear Jesus say, "Well
done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in
handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more
responsibilities" (Matthew 25:21).
God has determined (chosen) ahead of time His people's
positions of authority, and Jesus will hand them out as their
Eternal Inheritance. “In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who
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worketh all things after the counsel of His own will" (Ephesians
1:11).
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FIVE DIFFERENT CROWNS FOR
PRESSING ON

“There are no CROWN-WEARERS in Heaven who were not
CROSS-BEARERS here below." Quote from Charles Spurgeon
[1834-1892]
Press on to win the race and receive the prize of eternal life. We
will now discover why Paul was so willing to give everything up
for his Lord Jesus Christ. Rewards are for those who Win the
Race - The Prize of Eternal Life. “Brethren, I count not myself to
have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are
before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14).
Crowns are a symbol of authority. As such, they denote the
authority granted to some Christians during the Millennial
period when they reign with Christ for 1,000 years. Christians
are earning their position of service for Christ here on earth.
Knowing this should give us the incentive to pursue better and
more lasting heights in fulfilling God's purpose for our life.
Jesus Wore A Crown of Thorns at His Death
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JESUS WEARS MANY CROWNS WHEN HE
RETURNS

The FIRST CATEGORY OF REWARDS is the Five Diﬀerent
Crowns reserved for those who are faithful in doing God’s work
on earth.
1. AN INCORRUPTIBLE CROWN - THE VICTOR’S
CROWN
Faithfulness in self-control: This Crown, often called "the
victor’s crown," is for those who "keep under [their] body and
bring it into subjection" (1 Corinthians 9:27). Those who purged
themselves from the appeals and pleasures of the world. —
Those who disciplined their bodies and brought their bodies
unto subjection. And them who had self-control over their
physical appetites. Such a useful service for the Lord Jesus
Christ merits this Crown.
2. THE CROWN OF LIFE – THE MARTYR’S CROWN
Faithfulness in Temptation: This is the Martyr's Crown - for
those who were Faithful unto Death— those who faithfully
endure and persevere under the testing’s, temptations, and
trials of life.
“Fear none of those things which thou shalt suﬀer: behold, the
devil shall cast [some] of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye
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shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I
will give thee a crown of life” (Revelation 2:10).
Often called "the martyr's crown" or "the suﬀerer's crown,"
this reward will rectify the many injustices Christians suﬀer in
life. Those who have suﬀered much yet endured with a sweet
Christian spirit receive the "crown of life." The Crown is also a
special reward for those who have been "faithful unto death" as
a witness for Christ.
3. THE CROWN OF GLORY – THE ELDER’S CROWN
Faithfulness in Tending Those Entrusted to you: Often
called “the elder's crown," "the shepherd's crown," or "the pastor's
crown." Given to those who have given their lives to the teaching
of the Word of God. This Crown is for those leaders, pastors,
elders, teachers who were Godly Examples to the Flock of
Believers entrusted with and assigned to their care.
“Feed the flock of God, which is among you, taking the oversight
[thereof], not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a
ready mind;
Neither as being lords over [God's] heritage but being ensamples
to the flock.
And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a
crown of glory that fadeth not away” (1 Peter 5:1-4).
4. THE CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS - FOR THOSE
WHO LOVE HIS APPEARING
Faithfulness in Testimony: This Crown is for those believers
who were ready, waiting, and loved His appearing. “Henceforth
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but
unto all them also that love his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:8).
This unique Crown is for those Christians who, inspired by
the imminent return of Christ, have lived a very righteous and
holy life. God does not demand talented vessels for His service.
What comes from our lives is due to His power, not our skills or
talents. He lays down one primary requirement: that a Chris360
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tian be clean. Somehow the doctrine of the imminent return of
Christ has a purifying eﬀect upon the believer, (Titus 2:12-14; 1
John 3:2-3).
5. THE CROWN OF REJOICING – THE SOUL WINNER’S
CROWN
Faithfulness in Service: This is the soul winners crown, given
to those who win people to Christ. For believers who were
obeying Jesus' Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20). Believers
who have devoted their primary attention to the salvation of
lost souls receive this Crown — often hidden in obscurity,
unknown to other Christians. Those unsung heroes and all
those who have given themselves to winning people to Christ
will receive this Crown.
“For what [is] our hope, or joy, or Crown of rejoicing? [Are] not
even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? For ye
are our glory and joy: (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20). Paul was so
excited about these things, he said, "Eye has not seen, nor ear
heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God
has prepared for those who love Him" (1 Corinthians 2:9).
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THE SECOND CATEGORY, POSITIONS OF AUTHORITY.
After the victor's Crown and others in positions of authority. It
is abundantly clear in the New Testament that we shall reign
with Christ. But that privilege is not automatic and equal for
every believer. It is part of the rewards we earn.
A THIRD CATEGORY IS AN ETERNAL INHERITANCE.
There is a sense in which every believer is an heir. In Galatians
4:7, we read, "Therefore, you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a
son, then an heir of God through Christ." There are two types of
inheritance for some, both in the millennial Kingdom and in
the eternal state.
FOURTH, THERE IS TREASURE IN HEAVEN. Not only
can we have an inheritance, but we can have treasure in
heaven. For example, in Luke 12:33-34, Jesus says, "Sell what you
have and give alms; provide yourselves money bags which do
not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where
no thief approaches nor moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will also be."
This treasure is unknown, but it sounds good! Anything
called a "treasure" must be precious and worthwhile. And Jesus
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assured us that we can be laying up for ourselves that valuable
treasure in heaven right now. It's a treasure that will be ours to
enjoy when we arrive in eternity.
FIFTH, COMMENDATION FROM OUR SAVIOR. A significant point in the parables Jesus told about the talents and the
minas. In both, there is a word of commendation. "Well, done,
good and faithful servant." We long for a word of approval and
appreciation from our love ones. Some people ache for a word
of support, and they feel as though they cannot live without it.
The most important person in your life throughout eternity
will be The Lord Jesus Christ, far more than any human being
has ever been on earth. Even one word of commendation from
Him will bring you greater joy than all the pleasures of earth
combined. What should you be doing with your life that will
earn you a word of praise from your Savior at the Bema?
A SIXTH CATEGORY A ROYAL WELCOME: There's an
exciting thought tucked away in 2 Peter 1:10-11, "Therefore,
brethren, be even more diligent in making your call and election sure,
for if you do these things you will never stumble; for so an entrance
will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ."
An abundant entrance! The idea is a vibrant and blessed
reception into Christ's Kingdom. Our Savior Himself will
welcome us personally and warmly. "Blessed are those servants
whom the master, when he comes, will find watching." "Assuredly, I
say to you that he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat
and will come and serve them" (Luke 12:37).
We learned that it would be an honor to sit at His table. We
learned that it would be an honor to serve Him. Now, He's
going to help us! Can you imagine the Lord Jesus Himself
serving you? The eternal Son of God? What an honor!
When He comes, those waiting for Him will sit down to eat,
and He will come and serve them. Such a royal welcome!
THE SEVENTH REWARD IS GREATER GLORY. Our
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profession in eternity will be to glorify the Lord Jesus. There
will be glory for us, as well. Paul points out in 2 Corinthians
4:17. "For our light aﬄiction, which is but for a moment, is working
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory."
This glory will be our ability to reflect the radiance of the
Lord. Jesus said, "Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in
the kingdom of their Father" (Matthew 13:43). We're going to shine.
That will be exciting for you in heaven. The more of His glory
we reflect, the more glorification He receives.
THE EIGHTH REWARD WILL BE GREATER JOY. This
idea comes again from the parable of the talents. Investing with
eternity's values in view, the master said, "Enter into the joy of
your lord." Peter was there with Jesus on the Mount of Olives
when He told that parable, and he picked up on the same
theme in his first letter. "Beloved, do not think it strange concerning
the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing
happened to you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's
suﬀerings, that when His glory is revealed"--when He comes, in other
words-- "you may also be glad about exceeding joy" (1 Peter 4:12-13).
If we accept trials with a willing and gracious spirit, we are going
to have extraordinary joy when Jesus returns.
THE NINTH REWARD IS SPECIAL PEOPLE WILL
SURROUND YOU. Will people be part of our reward in
heaven? Paul writes in 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20, "For what is our
hope, or joy, or Crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence
of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? For you are our glory and
joy." Thus, related to the Crown of rejoicing.
These special people are there because of us. Can you
imagine the pleasure it will bring you to have people in heaven
whose very presence there is because of you as a testimony to
your faithful witness? WHAT A REWARD!
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WHAT DO WE DO WITH THESE CROWNS?
CROWNS WILL BE CAST DOWN BEFORE JESUS AT HIS
THRONE

Revelation 4:10-11
THE HEAVENLY SCENE: What John saw around the throne of
God. “Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the
thrones, I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and
they had crowns of gold on their heads” (Revelation 4:4 NKJV). And
so here we see the first scene in heaven.
God was sitting upon His throne. Cherubim about the
throne worshipping God as He sits upon the throne. Around
the throne were twenty-four thrones. Twenty-four elders sat on
these lesser thrones, around God’s throne. These elders
certainly seem to represent God’s people. Elders stand for the
people of God, especially in the Old Testament.
In Revelation 5:9-10, the twenty-four elders sang a song of
praise to Jesus, and they cried out: For You were slain, and have
redeemed us to God by Your blood, out of every tribe and tongue and
people and nation. In this passage, the twenty-four elders spoke
as representatives of all God's people, of the great company of
the redeemed.
Clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on
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their heads: The white robes and crowns of the elders seem to
show that they are indeed human beings – in glory, of course.
Therefore, redeemed, the glorified man sits enthroned with
Jesus. On lesser thrones, to be sure, but thrones none the less.
We are joint heirs with Christ, and we will reign with Him forever.
Casting our crowns before the feet of Jesus is part of the
vision, He gave John. In this scene of heaven, we see that
“the twenty-four elders fall before him who sits on the throne
and worship him who lives forever and ever. They lay their
crowns before the throne and say: 'You are worthy, our Lord and
God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things,
and by your will, they were created and have their being.'"
Whenever the living creatures give glory to God, the twentyfour elders fall before Him: Prompted by the cherubim, the
twenty-four elders enter worship. Since the angel’s worship
God day and night, so do the elders. The twenty-four elders,
worship (which means to credit worth or worthiness to) God.
The elders credited God for their work and reward, and they
did this as they cast their crowns before the throne. They recognized that the worth, the worthiness belonged to God, not to
themselves.
Casting the crowns acted out their declaration, "You are
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power.” If God
was worthy of the glory and honor and power, then He should
get the Crown.
The crowns mentioned in Revelation 4:10 are the Stephanos
crowns, the heads of victory, not royalty. These are the crowns
of achievement that a winning athlete would receive at the
ancient Olympian Games. The twenty-four elders – standing
for all the redeemed of God – threw every achievement reward
they hand back to God because they knew and proclaimed that
He was worthy to receive glory and honor and power.
Thus, I should not look to please myself, because then I am
not answering the purpose of my existence. Looking to Jesus, the
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author and finisher of our faith should be our focus. And when
I live to please God, I find intense pleasure myself. Therein is
happiness, satisfaction, and fulfillment.
"If any man seeks to save his life, he is going to lose it, but if he
loses his life for My sake," Jesus said, "you will find it" (Matthew
10:39). And to find what living is all about, you have got to live
for His pleasure. These elders stand for all the people of God.
The worship, the crowns, the robes, the heart of these twentyfour elders belongs to us also.
RADIO STATION WII-FM, is Broadcasting 24/7/365 -
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OF COURSE, UNTIL THE END OF TIME

The End of History, as we know, it will come with a flurry of the
most incredible events ever confronted by mankind. After that,
we will enter eternity, which is beyond human imagination.
The apostle Paul said of eternity, “Eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which
God hath prepared for them that love Him” (1 Corinthians 2:9).
Paul wrote the above before God gave the apostle John a
small preview of eternity in the Book of Revelation. The things
we do know about the future are so appealing they should
motivate anyone to prepare for eternity at once!
We don't know much about heaven. The Bible gives us
glimpses, but not a lot of details. Perhaps that is how God
intended it because it is beyond human comprehension. Nevertheless, this beautiful place is where we, as believers, are
destined to spend eternity. It is a place of great perpetual
worship. It is also a place of high authority – God Himself is
there. Jesus is there, and there is a throne. Those who have
gone before are there. It is a place of great understanding and
revelation. A place where we will finally grasp the greatness of
God and how utterly dependent, we all are on Him.
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Although this is not a book on The End-Times, it is necessary to understand the events that pertain to our eternal salvation. In preparation for the glory to come, we must know the
what, when, where, and how we fit into God's plan. These
events are essential, not only for our position in Christ but also
for our witnessing to the unsaved. Even to fully understand the
WII-FM and the relationship between trials and rewards, we
must touch on a few events in God’s timeline.
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TIMELINE EVENTS

God’s end of times shows the twofold events taking place for
two reasons and two peoples:
1.
2.
3.
4.

The Two Phases of Christ’s Return
The Two Resurrections of Scripture
The Two Judgments to Come
The Two Books Used at Judgment

For expedience sake, we will cover two of the events to show
when Jesus comes for the church and what He has in store
for us.
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THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH AND HIS
SECOND COMING

FIRST, He will come suddenly in the air to RAPTURE His
church and take believers to His Father’s house, in fulfillment
of His promise in John 14:1-3. There, they will appear before the
judgment seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:8-10) and take part in the
marriage supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:1-10). SECOND, Jesus
will finish His SECOND COMING (The Glorious Appearing) by
returning to earth gloriously and publicly in high power to set
up His kingdom.
The appearance of Christ in the air to rapture His church is
a separate event happening before the seven-year Tribulation
period. His second coming will occur at the end of the Tribulation, after which the Lord appears gloriously on the earth.
There is no doubt that there are two separate phases to our
Lord’s coming because so many Bible passages refer to one or
both events.
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THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO
JUDGMENTS

THE FIRST JUDGMENT (The Judgment Seat of Christ (The
Bema) involves only believers. Christ will evaluate the actions of
every believer for rewards. (1 Corinthians 3:11-15; 2 Corinthians
5:10)
THE SECOND JUDGMENT (The Great White Throne Judgment) involves only unbelievers. Here Christ assesses the lives of
all unbelievers. (Revelation 20:11-15)
God's Word teaches that all people—whether saved or not
—will stand before Jesus one day. Believers will answer for
their deeds at the judgment seat of Christ, and the lost will face
Him at the great white throne.
Scripture is clear, for those who have placed their trust in
Jesus inherit eternal life. However, at the First Judgement, He
will determine the degree of eternal rewards believers deserve,
based on their deeds. This judgment of believers is for their
good works that past the purifying fire: gold, silver, and
precious stones, and where wrong actions burn up in the fire:
wood, hay, and stubble. Jesus hands out our rewards, crowns,
positions, and authority.
There is much speculation about the kinds of work down
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here that will constitute gold, silver, and precious stones reward
up there. God classifies the actions of believers into six areas
with two categories.
ETERNAL: Those durable and worthy objects which will
survive and thrive in the judgment fires. These are gold, silver,
and precious stones.
TEMPORAL: Consumed in the judgment fires are those
destructible and worthless objects. These are wood, hay, and
stubble.
Those things not done for the glory of God burn up and are
not subject to rewards. Only the work done for Christ receives
awards at the judgment seat of Christ. God will test everything
in the light of His truth — "the consuming fire."
If a man's works are still undamaged by the judgment fire,
he receives rewards (wages). Awards speak of the crowns given
in direct relationship to the quality and motive of our service
unto Christ and not salvation. If the fire consumes man’s works,
he shall “suﬀer loss” but not his salvation.
The Second Judgment Involves Unbelievers, Those Who
Lived independently of the Lord. It takes place after the rapture,
the judgment seat of Christ, tribulation, millennial reign of
Christ, and the battle of Armageddon. It evaluates the deeds of
those who never accepted Jesus' oﬀer of a new life in Him.
Only the unsaved will face this judgment. No believers from
any age will be there. This judgment will be for unbelievers to
acknowledge Jesus as Lord and to receive the degree of punishment they have earned by their rejection of Christ and the
deeds of their life.
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COMPARISON OF GENESIS AND
REVELATION
COMING FULL CIRCLE

Genesis: Creation of heaven and earth.
Revelation: New heavens and new earth.
Genesis: Earthly paradise = tree of life, a river of blessing;
lost through sin.
Revelation: Paradise of God = tree of life, the pure river of
water of life, paradise regained through Christ's atonement.
Genesis: First man (Adam) and wife set over all God's
creation.
Revelation: Second man (Christ) and His bride (Church)
ruling over a redeemed world.
Genesis: First typical sacrificial lamb.
Revelation: Lamb of God, once slain, now set upon the
throne.
Genesis: Beginning of sin, Satan deceives Eve.
Revelation: All unbelieving sinners and Satan cast into the
lake of fire.
Genesis: First murderer, first polygamist, first rebel, first
drunkard.
Revelation: All such banished from His presence forever.
Genesis: Rise of Babel or Babylon.
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Revelation: We contemplate its doom.
Genesis: Man's city.
Revelation: City of God.
Genesis: Sorrow, death, pain, and tears.
Revelation: God wipes away all tears.
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A PROMISE

And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every
man according as his work shall be. I am Alpha and Omega, the
beginning and the end, the first and the last. Blessed are they that do
his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life and
may enter in through the gates into the city. (Revelation 22:12-14).
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A PRAYER

Even so, come Lord Jesus — Amen
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A BOAT FULL OF SUCCESS
WHAT YOU DO WITH YOUR EMPTY NETS IS THE DECIDING
FACTOR BETWEEN FAILURE AND SUCCESS.

(Luke 5: 1-11)

A

Boat Full of Success will Support your Continual Pursuit
of God’s Purpose. Within the pages of Scripture, we find
God's Blueprint Concerning His Purpose for Your Life. He has
laid out the concepts, principles, and road map that will inspire
each of us to look for and discover His Will for our lives. Taking
this path will lead to a successful and rewarding experience.
All of us understand the concept of a pattern or blueprint.
The tailor who designed the clothes you're wearing had to
follow a model, or the clothing would not fit. A building would
not be safe, nor would an engine run, if not made according to
the blueprint. Likewise, the Word of God is Jesus, the author,
and finisher of our faith. Who better to teach us all things, but
He that authored the book?
It is the same thing with our life in Christ. We must start
right, continue right, and finish the race set before us according
to God's blueprint. The Bible's patterns for life are not merely
religious rules; they're proper rules. That is, they're patterns
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that work so we can live, obey, and grow in the way God
designed us to live.
His commandments and precepts supply the foundation to
build lives that stand strong and tall. Spiritual frames built on
His solid rock. All designed to make us into the image of Christ.
This pattern for godliness produces a character that leads to
making the decisions in Christ that will create the future God
desires for you.
As you understand His interest in your success, you will be
able to contribute to that success with wisdom. God is interested in your success and has promised to guide you as you add
to His Kingdom. As you invest the time to study God's Eternal
Word, you will discover and develop the Image of Christ as it
reflects upon your earthly and eternal existence in Him.
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Jesus said to Peter, "Let me get into your boat." Jesus begins to
speak to the multitudes that had gathered on the shoreline.
Peter is thinking, "Here is Jesus in my boat, and I've failed Him;
I've let Him down. I started to become His disciple; I even saw
miracles.
This story of Peter is about a man who learned from his failure. And how success happened because of a simple thing. It
happened when Jesus came aboard his little boat and gave
directions that he followed. And that is where we will find
success in our lives when we let Jesus be in control. We will all
have failures, but we will learn more from our failures than our
successes. When we have partial success, it’s because we only
partially obeyed.
Consequently, the reason Peter was pulling up empty nets
was that he was outside God's will. If you know God has called
you to do a sure thing, yet you refuse to do it, you are miserable
and frustrated, and you're pulling up empty net after empty
net. It is time to return to your first love and do what God has
told you to do, and you will be where you ought to be.
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Jesus had said to Peter on another occasion, when he was
out fishing, "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men." We
read that they ditched their nets, left their boats and businesses
to follow Jesus. But somewhere along the way, something
happened, and they stopped following him after they had
started. So, here in Luke 5 is the second time Jesus had asked
them to become fishers of men.
Jesus could have used Peter as a sermon illustration. "Look
at this man, he began to follow me and turned back, and he is
pulling up empty nets. Might I say, let this man be an example
to you." However, He turned to Peter and said, "Let’s go fishing,
but this time let's do it my way."
Jesus had said to launch out into the deep, but every fisher
knew that the time to fish was at night and in the shallow
waters, not in the deep waters in the daytime. Peter might have
been thinking that we are fishermen, professionals, and we
know these matters. You might be high on spiritual issues, but
we are the experts when it comes to fishing. However, Peter
says, "At your word, we will let down the nets." If Peter had not
obeyed the first seemingly insignificant command, he would
never have taken part in a miracle.
So, he went ahead and did it, to humor Jesus. Of course, he
and those with him caught so many fish that their boats began
to sink. As the boats were sinking, it began to sink into Peter,
who Jesus was. He knew Jesus wasn't just a man, but that He
was the Messiah. But as he recognized Jesus for who He is,
Peter also saw himself for who he was. He said, "Depart from
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!"
Whenever we get a vision of who Jesus is, it will always give
us a realistic perspective of who we are, as well. We do not see
the truth about ourselves until we see ourselves in His light.
Seeing ourselves in His light always brings conviction.
It is the small things God would have us be faithful in
because if we aren’t, we will never go out into the deep. So, we
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must first start with what we know is the will of God for us at
this very moment in time and do it! Partial obedience will never
fulfill God’s purpose.
Patience and timing are critical when waiting on God to use
us. Sometimes God has the right person at the right place but
at the wrong time. Too early, sometimes too late. Moses is an
excellent example of the importance of timing. He wanted to do
something for his people, but he was impatient, 40 years too
early. If we do it God's way, in God's timing, our nets will be
breaking as well, because He has directed our path.
Looking over Moses' life, we find that he spent 40 years in
Pharaoh's court finding out that he was a somebody, 40 years in
the backside of the desert finding out that he was a nobody.
Then he spent 40 years in the wilderness finding out what God
can do with a somebody that see's he's a nobody.
Now, after the net was full, what was Peter's reaction? He
said, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man." What a way to
say thanks. He was humbled; God had revealed himself to Peter
in a realm he could understand. Peter had seen other miracles;
he had seen his mother in law healed. But Peter knew of the
impossibility of this happening by chance or circumstance, and
he knew that it was God working. And it was God working for
him, and it humbled him out.
God has made allowances for our failures; that is why he
died on the cross for us. We all have fallen short of the glory of
God. When we fail, not if, but when we fail, if we learn from
that experience, it will help us out the next time we face it or
something like it.
But He is still saying, "Follow me and I'll make you fishers of
men. Let me on board, let me give you direction, let me take
control, and everything will change." As we go out to serve him,
as we go out in life, it's essential that we let him on board and
let him be in control and let him be captain of our ship.
Make Him Lordship in every area of life. He has set before
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us opportunities to serve him, to make a diﬀerence, opportunities to catch men alive. In closing, Jesus said to Peter, "From this
day on, you will catch men alive."
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GOD REWARDS OUR OBEDIENCE

Let’s look at what happened when the disciples obeyed Jesus’
instructions. “Put out into the deep water and let down your
nets for a catch” (Luke 5:4).
Life is a composite of decisions. Where we are today is the
result of choices we made in the past, and today's decisions
determine where we will be tomorrow.
The Results of the Disciples’ Obedience to Jesus’
Instruction:
Two boats full of fish, nets were breaking
Peter was a part of and took part in a miracle of God
Peter saw himself as he had never seen himself
before
Others received the benefits of the miracle
Peter’s concept of God changed
God changed the disciple’s vocation
God broke their hearts and instilled the correct idea
of Jesus
Jesus became a living reality for them.
391

God Rewards Our Obedience

You need to know what you want in life before you can
make well-informed decisions. Also, you must factor in God’s
will and purpose. Will this decision glorify God and help prove my
life’s purpose? Having a good sense of yourself and your relationship with God makes the whole decision process more
manageable.
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THE WISDOM AND WILL OF GOD

The will and wisdom of God must take center stage in our decision-making process: Proverbs 4:4-5, 7 reminds us, “He taught me
also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my
commandments and live.
Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from
the words of my mouth.
Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore, get wisdom: and with
all thy getting get understanding.”
If necessary, God will move heaven and earth to show us
His will. God always wants the best for us, and He is committed
to showing us how to follow the specific plan He has designed
for each of our lives. He wants us to listen for His voice, to hear
what He wants us to do and how He wants us to do it.
The most important question we can ask when facing decisions-major or minor-is: “What is God’s will for me?” Many
times, we become frustrated and think His will is confusing and
hard to discern. But God has given us practical steps to discover
and apply His will to our lives.
God has a specific plan and design for each person that is
perfectly attuned to His will. However, it is not something He
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drops in front of us. He wants us to learn how to seek His will
and then trust Him for the outcome.
When seeking God’s Personal Will, always look between the
boundaries of His Sovereign Will and His Moral Will for your
life. God would not have us chasing illusions when trying to
discern His will. He has given us clear directions in His Word
that will help us to discover His will. What is interesting in the
Bible, is that you don't find people struggling to know God's
will as we strive to know it today. Their problem wasn't
knowing God's will; it was obeying after God revealed His will
to them.
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THREE MEANINGS OF “GOD'S WILL”
SOVEREIGN — MORAL — INDIVIDUAL/PERSONAL

GOD'S SOVEREIGN WILL: "God's secret plan that determines
everything that happens in the universe." Daniel 4:35 declares,
All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he
pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. No
one can hold back his hand or say to him: "What have you done?"
The Sovereign Will of God refers to those things that God is
just going to do, no matter what. For example, it was God's
Sovereign Will to send Christ to die for our sins. It’s in God’s
Sovereign Will that Christ returns one day also, that we all
stand before Him in judgment.
God’s Sovereign Will always, interfaces with His Personal
Will. Through God’s Sovereign Will, some beautiful things are
going to happen to you. You didn't plan on them; they are just
going to happen.
You are part of God's master plan. God not only has a
personal will for us, but He also has an intention that encompasses all of history and humanity. God has been so gracious
that He has invited you as an individual to take part in His
overall Sovereign Will for understanding.
God plans to fulfill His Sovereign Will through your
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personal life. So, when it comes to determining God's Individual Will, remember any decision not made against the backdrop of His Sovereign Will is wrong.
One reason that we struggle with God’s Personal Will is that
we strive in isolation of God's Sovereign Will.
Supporting scriptures:
Revelation 4:11, "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to
receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things,
and by your will, they were created and have their being."
Ephesians 1:11, “In him we were also chosen, having been
predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will.”
Acts 4:27-28, “Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together
with the Gentiles and the people [e] of Israel in this city to
conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed.
They did what your power and will had decided beforehand
should happen.”
GOD'S MORAL WILL: God's revealed commands in the
Bible that teach how men ought to believe and live. His moral
will include commandments consisting of dos and don'ts. Peter
gives us an example of this when he writes that we are to
submit to our human authorities. (1 Peter 2:13-14)
God's prescribed commandments give us a benchmark by
which we can pattern our lives. We find the greatest commandment in Matthew 22:37. "You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind."
We know we are not to commit adultery, cheat, steal, or lie.
These are well-defined moral areas of behavior; the necessary
Scriptures is simple obedience.
We find God's Moral Will in those places in Scripture where
God's "do this and don't do that" appear. We have a choice when
it comes to God's Moral Will.
God has told us to be moral, be grateful, and to obey the
laws of the land. We have a choice to obey or not to obey. But
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there is never a question as to what God's Moral Will is, and it
is just a matter of us obeying.
In times of decision making, God wants us to know He is
with us and will lead us in the direction of His will. He wants us
to realize that He is personally involved in the process. When
we take time to pray and seek His will, we gain much more than
an answer to prayer. We emerge from the situation with a new
awareness of who God is and how much He loves us.
The highest compliment you can pay God is to trust Him
enough to seek His will for your life. God wants you to walk
away from the decision-making process with a greater awareness of who He is and the knowledge of His ways.
He wants you to exercise your faith in such a way that you
will trust Him with even greater decisions in the future. When
you do this, your relationship with God grows closer and more
intimate.
God never leads you to violate His moral will. Any decision
you make not in harmony with His Word is not of God. Initially,
individual options may appear valid. However, if they are
against God's moral will-His clearly stated do's and don'ts of
Scripture-then, they are not of Him.
God's moral will be foundational to the decision-making
process. Jesus said, "He who has My commandments and keeps
them, he it is who loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by
My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him" (John
14:21). God reveals Himself to those who develop a lifestyle in
agreement with His moral will. If you are consistently disobedient to His righteous will, you will have a challenging time
making decisions beneficial to your future.
GOD'S INDIVIDUAL/PERSONAL WILL: God's ideal,
detailed life-plan uniquely designed for each person. God’s
personal will diﬀers from His moral will and reflects His
agenda for your life. He interweaves specifically designed
circumstances and events into your life. The challenge is to
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discern His design and then take the necessary steps to fulfill
His plan.
God has a plan for the situation facing you, and He wants
you to discover it. His will is not mystical. It's eﬃcient. God is
always more interested in revealing Himself than only revealing
details about His will.
God's Personal Will for you will always reside between the
boundaries of His Sovereign Will and His Moral Will for your
life. Between what He is going to do and what He has already
asked us to do. Whenever any option lies outside these boundaries, we can mark it oﬀ our list. God won’t lead you to do that.
For example; you have a person living next door that blows
his grass onto your lawn, and you can't seem to get along with
him. You are trying to figure out how to respond to this guy.
The options are within God's Sovereign and Moral will. One
day that man is going to spend eternity somewhere, which
means unless somebody builds a relationship with him and
brings him to Christ, he will spend eternity separated from
Christ. That's the Sovereign Will of God. The Moral Will of
God tells us to be kind, not to take revenge, to be gentle, and to
love your neighbor. So, the answer to your dilemma lies somewhere within this context. Narrowing down the options and
dropping some of the possibilities.
The more familiar you are with the Sovereign and Moral
Will of God, the easier it will be for you to discern the Personal
Will of God. In anticipation of the decisions that will come our
way, we need to saturate our minds with the Word of God. So
that when we make decisions, we are in line with what God has
asked us and called us to do.
The more time you spend studying His Sovereign and
Moral Will, the less time it will take you discerning His
Personal Will for your life. The primary value of the Word of
God in determining the Will of God for our experience is that
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through God's Word, we understand how God views certain
things.
And what God wants us to do with His Word is to align our
thinking, attitudes with His. Then, we will be able to make
decisions according to God’s standards.
In Romans 12:2 Paul puts it this way, “And be not conformed to
this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of
God.” If you renew your mind, you will be able to test and prove
God's will for your life. The picture here is a person with
several options, and one is God's will and what this verse says is
that if you will renew your mind, then the result is that you will
be able to test each of these options, sort out, sort through, and
you will be able to discern which one is God's will.
God is saying that he has given us principles, and if we do
our homework, when the decision time comes, we will be in a
high position to discern what His will is. You will see this decision as I see it. You will interpret these circumstances as I
understand them. You will have an eternal perspective.
However, there are two significant barriers to discovering God's
Will, An Un-Renewed Mind and A Made-Up Mind. God gives
information for obedience and not for consideration.
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THE WISDOM AND PRINCIPLES OF
DECISION MAKING

God’s principles are like equations. They show us what we can
expect from God when we act a certain way. But unlike God’s
moral commandments, principles oﬀer lessons of practical
application.
We learn from Daniel, Noah, and Joseph that we can trust
God in the most adverse situations. We learn from experience
that we reap what we sow. We come to understand that if we
wait on God’s timing, we can expect His best. The Bible is full
of principles; and regardless of the area of decision, at some
point, your options intersect the laws of God's Word. His principles are divine checks and balances for the decision-making
process.
The problem many Christians have is they don’t read their
Bibles; or if they do, they pull out the promises and overlook
the principles. They get caught up in a search for instant solutions. Many times, we want God to clear up our struggles, but
we don’t want to take the time and eﬀort to know His will. The
promises of God are excellent tools of encouragement, and God
certainly applies them to our hearts on many occasions. But the
401

The Wisdom And Principles Of Decision Making

Word of God is primarily principles by which we can order our
lives.
He has supplied principles within His Word to act as
guides. It is when we apply these principles to our lives that we
become disciplined.
Many people spend a great deal of time trying to “proof
text” the Bible. That is, they have a decision to make and want a
verse of Scripture that either gives them the go-ahead or tells
them to stop. But for the most part, God does not work
that way.
If we want Him only to supply answers to our problems,
then our focus is on guidance and not the Guide. Either we
choose to build a relationship with Him, whereby we gain
wisdom and insight, or life still is empty and confusing.
He wants us to ask one question with every decision, every
business deal, every financial investment, every commitment
we make: “Is this the wisest thing for me to do?” He will not
always supply a verse to confirm or refute every decision, but
He will supply wisdom if you ask Him.
The key to decision making is learning and applying the
principles of God to your life. Wisdom is another standard by
which we can discern God’s will. Paul tells us to “Be careful how
you walk, not as unwise men [and women], but as wise, making the
most of your time, because the days are evil. So then do not be foolish
but understand what the will of the Lord is” (Ephesians 5:15-17).
If you want to know the will of God, begin by measuring
your situation against His moral will. Then apply His principles to your decision. Finally, ask Him for His wisdom.
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STEPS IN PAUL'S DECISION-MAKING
PROCESS

Paul's decision making reflects God's wisdom and common
sense. Understanding we find God's personal will between the
boundaries of His sovereign and moral will. Also, if you have
accumulated and analyzed the data, have sought out other
viewpoints, and have asked for God’s direction, you can step
out in confidence.
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SNAPSHOT OF CHOICES AND
DECISIONS

Ordinary Decisions: One should exercise good judgment and
not waste time.
Equal Options: One should thank God for the opportunity
to select from acceptable alternatives and choose one's personal
preference.
Immaturity: One should apply maturity by gathering and
evaluating data, devoting enough time to the process giving
personal desires their proper place, and basing the decision on
sound reasons.
Subjectivity: Since God's moral will has been ultimately
revealed, wisdom explained, the knowledge required for decision making is entirely attainable.
Paul thought things out as should we:
PURPOSE: Paul adopted spiritual goals based on divine
revelation.
PRIORITIES: He arranged his goals into wise priorities
deciding what to do first, second, third, etc.
PLANS: Next, he devised plans that gave him a strategy for
carrying out his goals.
PRAYER: Through prayer, he gave himself and his plans
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over to the sovereign will of God. (No doubt, he also prayed for
wisdom in the formulation of his ideas, though not mentioned
in this context.)
PERSEVERANCE: When Sovereignly hindered from doing
his plans, he assumed that the delay was God's sovereign will.
This conviction freed him from discouragement. Since his
plans were sound, the only thing he adjusted was the timetable.
PRESENTATION: Paul explained his decisions based on
God's moral will and his application of wisdom.
God’s Wise Counsel in Others and The Principles of
Scripture
God's Word instructs us to "search the Scriptures daily to
find out whether these things are so" (Acts 17:11). Seeking the
wise counsel of well-informed believers is also a crucial step in
making the right decisions. Our unclear visions need correction now and then. Others may see more clearly. They can
sense danger when we are complacent. "Where there is no
counsel, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsels, there
is safety" (Proverbs 11:14). However, we must be careful not to
abdicate our responsibility at this point. Weigh out the counsel
of others but not substitute for our judgment.
While the counsel of others is meaningful, the counsel of
God is vital. Whatever decisions we face in life, God wants in
on it. His participation is critical because ours is a life of dependence on Him for wise guidance. Furthermore, His name is at
stake, and we are to glorify Him in every area of life, including
our decisions.
His counsel and guidance come through voluntary prayer
and conformity to the principles of Scripture. Prayer brings the
matter before God's throne, and His Word supplies the guidelines within which we can make the right decision. God wants
to be part of our decision process. To leave Him out by ignoring
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prayer and the truths of Scripture denies us the privilege of
God's perspective, He is always willing to share.
There may be times when all options concerning a decision
appear to agree with God's will. You have prayed, and to the
best of your knowledge, nothing violates a principle of God.
But you still don't have a clear answer. In times like these, it is
safe to move forward; but always give God permission to halt
the process at any point. Keep your heart sensitive to Him, and
He will not let you stray. The Good Shepherd takes loving care
of His sheep.
When God blocks one avenue, He has a better plan and a
better way waiting for you. He is only doing what you have
asked Him to do, and that is to lead and guide you.
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FOUR AREAS TO CONSIDER

1. Obedience in those areas specifically addressed by
the Bible, the revealed commands and principles of
God (His moral will) must be the only decision
made.
2. In those areas where the Bible gives no command or
principle (Nonmoral decisions), the believer is free
and responsible to choose his course of action. Any
decision made within the moral will of God is
acceptable.
3. In typical decisions, the goal of the Christian is to
make wise decisions based on spiritual expediency.
4. In all decisions, the believer should humbly submit,
in advance, to the outworking of God's sovereign
will as it touches each decision.
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SOME THOUGHTS ON CHARACTER

When Jesus comes into our life, He sends the Holy Spirit to
clean up those things blocking the development of Character.
And until we get in on the things God is doing in our heart,
there will always be those things that will hinder the building
of Character. It is a lifelong process to Develop Character in our
lives.
Character is about allowing the Holy Spirit to transform
our hearts so that our behavior slowly changes. It's not cleaning
up your act; it's purifying your soul.
We live in a world of instant food; Facebook likes and safe
spaces to hide from other people. We can't hide from God! Or
procrastinate all lifelong. We can put oﬀ studying for that test
until the night before. But you can't cram for Character. It is a
lifelong process to develop.
God's priority for the believer is not happiness; it's holiness
and character. Likewise, our priority should not be happiness
either. It should be faithfulness and usefulness. Usefulness
takes place after we have developed yieldedness and Character.
He is not impressed with how your self-esteem is feeling but
how bright the Image of Christ reflects in your life.
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CHARACTER is the belief in an absolute system of right
and wrong. Combined with the will to do what is right regardless of the cost. Attitude is a Composite of Our Habits: "Sow a
thought, reap an action; sow an action, reap a habit; sow a
habit, reap a character; sow a character, REAP A DESTINY.”
Never forget that Comfort is the feeling of any given moment;
Character is for Eternity!
God has a Specific Plan for Building Character in our Lives.
The process of character development takes place inside of us;
it's constant and designed with God's purpose in mind. His will
for believers is a transformation into the likeness (image) of His
Son, which will produce Character.
Satisfactory results come from good habits; poor results
come from poor habits. Poor habits could take control of your
life if you don’t ask God in prayer to change them. The good
news is that giving poor habits to God will help you improve
them for His glory. I read somewhere that It takes twenty-one
days to change a pattern. So, the sooner we start, the quicker
the change.
You serve an all-knowing God who wants to communicate
His pure and perfect plan for your life to you. Are you willing to
listen? He wants to give you wisdom for every circumstance you
face.
However, the first decision you must make is to put your
complete trust in His Son’s death on the cross as payment for
your sin. When you do this, He comes to live inside you and
promises to supply clear guidance for every decision that you
will ever make.
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God “will wipe every tear from [our] eyes.” And, “there will no
longer be any death.” The specter of death, the natural result of
sin, removed.
To repeat, we receive benefits, gifts, and support here on
earth, our rewards are in Heaven. We are to do good works and
store our treasures in Heaven for all eternity. What we do for
Christ and His church will determine our position and
authority during the millennial reign with Christ at His second
coming.
Our rewards and Crowns will be handed out at the Judgment Seat of Christ after the rapture of His Bride the church.
Many things will be happening in Heaven with us during the
seven-year tribulation period. So, let's get ready to be ready!
With this in mind; “count it all joy…," concerning the trials of
life you face. Contemplate your response and obedience during
them and apply God's promises He oﬀers you as a light of
comfort. “For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him
Amen, to the glory of God through us” (2 Corinthians 1:20-NKJV).
Mary and Joseph were faithful, enduring their "No Room in
the Inn” trial. Their faithfulness gave birth to our Lord Jesus
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Christ. There was also “No Room in the Inn” for Jesus, yet that didn’t
stop Him from fulfilling His purpose! Because Jesus endured the
trials on earth (but without sin), He can promise that we will be
moving out of our stables here on earth into the Father’s house
one day. “. . . In my Father's house are many mansions, and if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto
myself. . .” (John 14:1-4).
Finally, be happy to know that despite any hardships during
your trials and tribulations here on earth, your heavenly
rewards will last for eternity where there is no end.
“O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?”
(1 Corinthians 15:55).
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# ‘No Room in the Inn?’ has taken us from falling hard in the
Garden of Eden to being crown wearers in Heaven. Learning
that Mary and Joseph were faithful enduring their “No Room in
the Inn” trial. Thus, their obedience to God gave birth to our
Lord Jesus Christ. Though He is the King of Kings, He was born
in a stable filled with the smell of livestock. However, the fulfillment of the prophecy was satisfied in this stable. Thus, preparing the
way for our salvation.
Because Jesus endured the trials on earth (but without sin),
He can promise that we will be moving out of our stables here
on earth into the Father’s house one day. “. . . In my Father's
house are many mansions, and if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again, and receive you unto myself. . .” (John 14:1-4). How
profound was this, born in a manger with no room in the inn,
growing up a carpenter being the Son of God, now building
mansions in Heaven for his flock.
There was "No Room in the Inn" for Jesus, that didn't stop Him
from fulfilling His purpose! Thus, we now understand the use of
trials through His instructions and examples. How to overcome
them, how to be obedient during them, and how to grow
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because of them. By building a firm foundation upon the rock
of God, we will stand with assurance to ". . . Count it all joy"
when these fiery trials appear. How encouraging!
Additionally, now equipped to use our “For it is Written”
weapon, we can now stand firm in the Word of God. Knowing
that Satan's greatest threat is man's ignorance of God's Word
prepares us to resist his lies! Since the truth has set us free, we
realize that half of the truth is the worst part of the deception, and
with every temptation, there is a lie involved. Our example was
how the devil deceived Eve in the garden with these lies while
Jesus was victorious in the wilderness.
Conscious that God is setting up His eternal kingdom, we
joyfully endure the fiery trials of life, which builds our faith,
matures us, leads us, delivers us, and develops character within
us. Foremost, tests are one-way God's plan can merge with His
purpose for our lives.
Thoughtful that we receive benefits, gifts, and support here
on earth helps us to wait for our rewards in Heaven patiently.
What we do for Christ and His church will determine our
crowns, position, and authority during the reign of Christ at
His second coming. Accordingly, we hunger to do good works
and store our treasures in Heaven for all eternity.
No longer will we need tissues, for God “will wipe every tear
from [our] eyes." And, "there will no longer be any death." The
specter of death, the natural result of sin, removed.
With this in mind; “count it all joy…," concerning the trials of
life you face. Contemplate your response and obedience during
them and apply God's promises He oﬀers you as a light of
comfort. “For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him
Amen, to the glory of God through us” (2 Corinthians 1:20-NKJV).
In the same manner, be happy to know that despite any hardships during your trials and tribulations here on earth, your
heavenly rewards will last for eternity where there is no end.
May you continue to grow in the knowledge of the Word.
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Put Scripture at the threshold of every decision you face in life
because the Bible Is God’s Mind Written Down.
Teach others how Scripture is profoundly serious when it
proclaims that we must repent, receive Christ as our Savior, be
born again of the Spirit, transformed into His image, enter the
fellowship of His suﬀering, and live in the power of His resurrection.
Point out the benefits of seeking the kingdom of God more than
anything else, by doing good works on earth, laying treasures up in
Heaven, and counting it all joy when going through and enduring
trials.
Communicate the importance of how faith in the suﬃciency of Christ will reflect His Image brightly. Believe God is
for you and not against you. Understand He is more concerned
about your character than your comfort. His goal is not to
pamper us physically but to perfect us spiritually, for this is the will
of God.
As you put oﬀ the old self and put on Christ, you adopt His
real Character. The Holy Spirit indwells your life, teaching you
all things, moving you in the power of prayer, equipping you to
do all things through Christ who strengthens you.
Reflecting, its indeed unusual, this stable event was a
precursor of His entire life. Even today, some people refuse to
make room for Him in their lives. They have place and time for
just about everything but Him. Unfortunately, Jesus' position is
outside the heart of man. No room in their life for God.
Have you ever felt like your mind had attended Bible
College, but your heart was without a diploma? Being the
innkeeper of our hearts, we need to clean our stable out and
remove the no vacancy sign.
May the LORD bless you and keep you: May the LORD
make his face shine upon you and be gracious unto you: May
the LORD lift his countenance upon you and give you
peace. AMEN
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HAVE YOU CHOSEN YOUR DESTINY?
by Kathie Scriven
Kathie is a friend and my editor. She has allowed me to share
her testimony with my readers.
I was raised in a denominational church and attended a
religious school for eight years. I always considered myself a
Christian. I believed that Jesus was the Son of God and that He
died to save mankind from eternal death. I always thought that
if you tried to live a good life and didn’t commit any bad (or
moral) sins that you would go to heaven.
I found out, however, at age 16 that Jesus said that no one
could go to heaven unless they’ve been born again (1 Jn. 3:3). I
rejected true Christianity because I lacked the knowledge, I
needed to make an intelligent decision. God says in the Bible
that people perish (or are destroyed) because they lack knowledge (Hosea 4:6). I've written this and have given it to you, so
you won’t perish because you lack knowledge.
Millions of people will die and go to hell because they have
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been uninformed or misled about eternal salvation. Jesus
warned, "Be careful that no one misleads you…" (Matt. 24:4). *
The Bible is God speaking to man (2 Tim. 3:16). The Bible
tells us that, “It is better to trust the Lord than to put confidence in
men” (Psalms 118:8). ** You should only believe what the Bible
says about receiving eternal life.
Don't base your beliefs about eternal salvation on what you
think, base it on what you believe in the Bible. Many people
believe that since God is a good God, He would never send
them to hell. That's what I used to think. The truth is that God
doesn't send anyone to hell – people choose their destiny
(whether they are fully aware of it or not.)
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Unfortunately, many people think they are a Christian when
they’re not according to the Bible. The Bible teaches that “If
anyone does not have the spirit of Christ living in him, he is not a
Christian at all” (Rom. 8:9). **
Being a Christian is not just mentally believing in Jesus and
trying to live a good life (James 2:17; Eph. 2:3,9; Gal. 2:21). Nor is
it being baptized or attending a specific church. Becoming a
Christian is an instant miracle that occurs inside a person when
they commit their life to Jesus.
Jesus referred to this miracle as being "born again." When a
person is born again, they're born again spiritually, not physically. They receive a new spirit or nature instead of the one they
inherited at birth. They also literally receive the spirit of Jesus
into their bodies.
To explain the reason everyone must be born again, we
need to go back in time. In the Garden of Eden, God told Adam
and Eve: “You must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, for when you eat of it, you will surely die” (Gen. 2:17).
When God says something will happen, it will happen because
He can't lie.
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Therefore, when Adam and Eve disobeyed God and ate
from the tree, they had to die. However, they did not die physically. They died spiritually (Rom. 5:12-17).
Man is a three-dimensional being: 1) we are a spirit, 2) we
live in a physical body, and 3) we have a mind or soul (1 Thess.
5:23). God created man with a godly spirit or nature like His
(Gen. 1:26, 27). When Adam and Eve disobeyed God and obeyed
Satan, their holy spirit then died, and they received a sinful
nature.
Every person physically born into this world inherits this
sinful nature (Jer. 17:9). No one who possesses this sinful nature
can enter heaven. That's why Jesus said you must be born
again. When you're born again, your spirit becomes like God
first made Adam and Eve's.
I can testify that the born-again experience is for real! I
became a new person when I was born again, as this verse
describes: "When someone becomes a Christian, he becomes a
brand-new person inside. He is not the same anymore. A new life has
begun” (2 Cor. 5:17). * The Amplified Bible states: “…he is a new
creature altogether, a new creation; the old previous moral and spiritual condition has passed away.”
The day I was born again, I knew I had a spirit inside me
that I never had before (Ezek. 26:36). I also felt an extreme
peace, a love, and a joy that I had never experienced before
(Phil. 4:6-7; Gal. 5:22).
Even though I had always known that there was a God since
my childhood, He had always been a million miles away to me.
Now God is genuine and personal to me.

422

JESUS — IS THE WAY TO FULFILLMENT,
PEACE, AND HAPPINESS

It's impossible ever to be fulfilled or happy without making
Jesus your Lord. Everyone who is not a Christian has a void or
emptiness in their life. This void will not be satisfied until you
are born again of the spirit.
People try to fill this void in several diﬀerent ways. Some try
to fill through alcohol, drugs, popularity, and human love from
others. Other people try to fill it through career success, intellectual pursuits, money, material goods, athletic endeavors, etc.
Don’t get me wrong – some of these goals are fine and
achieving them may help you to feel somewhat fulfilled and
happy. However, even if you achieved success in all these areas,
you would still have that void. Only Jesus Christ can fill it.
Before I accepted Jesus, I sought fulfillment and peace
through many of the areas I mentioned. Even after I would
achieve success to a degree in accomplishing some of these
goals, the emptiness would still be there. It was only after I
committed my life to God that I felt totally fulfilled and at
peace.
Everyone who has never been born into the kingdom of
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God is living in the realm of darkness. Don't spend your life
searching for fulfillment – without God; you won't find it. If you
submit to God, He'll reveal His perfect plan for your life to you.
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HOW TO RECEIVE JESUS AS LORD

To receive Jesus as your Lord and be born again, you must do
three things. First, you must realize and acknowledge that you
are a sinner. Scripture teaches that everyone who has never
been born again is a sinner (Rom. 3:23).
Next, you must repent. This means that you must be sorry
for the sins that you have committed against God. It also means
that you must be willing to stop committing any sin you may be
involved in. God knows that you can't quit alone. Therefore, He
will give you the spirit of Jesus and the Holy Spirit to help your
new nature develop and to provide you with, unique desires.
Finally, you must give God total control of your life. Lord
means “master, ruler, one to whom obedience is due.” You must
be willing to obey everything that the Bible teaches and
anything that God personally tells you to do.
When I was 16, I wanted Jesus as my Savior; but not as my
Lord. I have found that you cannot have one without the other.
If you want Jesus as your Savior, you must accept Him as your
Lord.
I admit that it’s a radical decision to become a true Christian. When you make Jesus your Lord, you’re giving your life to
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God. But in exchange, you receive His nature and His spirit.
Think about this – what a trade!
Jesus said: “If you cling to your life, you will lose it; but if you
give it up for me, you will save it” (Matt.10: 39). ** The Amplified
Bible states: “…whosoever loses his lower life on My account will
find the higher life."
When you receive Jesus, you accept the greatest miracle
that any human being can receive. You are born into the
kingdom of God the minute you decide to follow Jesus 100%.
Some people look at the things they must give up by
making Jesus their Lord and think that it’s too much to sacrifice. If they only realized the truth, they would not hesitate to
make the decision.
The benefits you'll receive far outweigh anything you may
have to give up. Unfortunately, you'll never realize the advantages of the new birth until you are born again or until after
you die. And then it will be too late.
The thing is, once you're born again and have God's nature
in you, and you'll lose any desires to sin anyway (2 Pet. 1:4). I was
into a partying lifestyle all through college – going to bars,
nightclubs, parties, etc. I lost the desire to do those things
anymore after I was born again when I was 22. Any person who
is genuinely born again and determined to go after the things
of God will also eventually have no desire for the former life.
Unfortunately, some churches only teach rules and regulations to follow and don't even explain that you need to be born
again. The truth is – it's impossible to live the Christian life
without being a true Christian inside. You can't do it no matter
how hard you try because it's against your nature.
Once you’re a Christian inside, though, the Christian life is
not a struggle. It’s natural because it agrees with your new
nature.
For example, I used to hate church. I couldn't wait until I
was old enough to drive so I could pretend I was going to
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church but drive somewhere else instead. Now that I'm a real
Christian, I love it (although I admit that the services, I attend
now are much livelier than the church I went to before). I also
used to think that the "radical" Christian life would be dull and
boring. Believe me; it's just the opposite – especially considering the age we're living.
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DON’T PUT OFF MAKING THIS DECISION

I urge you to make Jesus your Lord as soon as possible. It’s
dangerous to put oﬀ making this decision once you know the
truth (Heb. 10:26, 27). Believe me; I know this is true. Running
from God is no fun. It only leads to guilt, condemnation, confusion, and a lack of peace.
Nothing is as important as the decision to make Jesus your
Lord. Don't let anything – any sin, person, pride, or fear of what
others will think of you keep you from accepting the gift of
eternal life – think about your family and friends. If they’ve
never heard the truth, your born-again experience could very
well lead to their salvation.
Sometimes, however, a personal study of the Bible is not
enough. Scripture teaches that people are saved by grace
through faith. Faith comes by hearing the Word of God (Rom.
10:17). Hearing the preached word of God will help you to
understand the truth.
Therefore, I urge you to begin attending a church that
preaches the correct Word of God (with no added tradition).
Jesus warns that you should take time to hear biblical teaching
no matter how busy you are (Luke 21:34; 10:41-42).
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GOD DOESN’T SEND ANYONE TO HELL
— PEOPLE CHOOSE THEIR OWN DESTINY

As I said earlier, God does not send anyone to hell. People
choose their destiny. Unfortunately, it's often through a lack of
knowledge. You see, salvation is a gift (Rom. 6:23). In God's eyes,
He has given the gift of salvation to everyone in the world by
sending Jesus to the Cross.
However, to receive this gift, you must decide to choose to
receive it. The choice is yours.
God says in His Word: “This day I call heaven and earth as
witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may
live…” (Deut. 30:19).
“If serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose
for yourselves this day whom you will serve” (Josh. 1:8).
God loves you. He wants you to become His child and go to
heaven. He advises you to serve Him. He sent His Son to suﬀer
and die as your substitute to pay for your salvation. He led men
to author a book explaining how you can receive eternal life.
However, God will never force anyone to serve Him. He has
given every man a free will. Again, it’s your choice.
Jesus said: "The highway to hell is broad and its gate is wide
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enough for all the multitudes who choose its easy way. But the
Gateway to Life is small, and the road is narrow, and only a few ever
find it" (Matthew 7:13). *
As this verse shows, there are two roads in life. One is
leading to hell and eternal death. The other leads to heaven
and eternal life. Every person is either on one path or the other.
Only those people who have been born again are on the
road to heaven. Destiny is not a matter of chance. It is a matter
of choice.
*Scriptures take from the Amplified Bible. **Scriptures
taken from the Living Bible. All other scriptures quoted are
from the New International Version.
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